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PICTURES’ SELF- INVENTORY 








Tax Expert Lists Some Things 


Professionals May Charge Off 


+ 





A 10c notebook and a few minutes 
of time would be instrumental in 
saving members of the theatrical 
profession many dollars they now 
pay in income taxes to the Federal 
Government and to New York State, 
is the opinion expressed by a 
Treasury Department official. 

Ten minutes at the end of each 
day to jot down the items of expense 
that are deductable items on your 
tax return would solve the problem. 
These items, dozens in number, are 
easily remembered at the close of 
each day but difficult to remember 
when rushed at the last moment in 
making out a tax return. How 
many artists will recall some thou- 
sands of letterheads and envelopes 
they had printed during the year 
for professional purposes, a de- 
ductable item, if they do not keep 
their receipted bill from the printer 
or make a note of it at the moment 
of payment? And how many will! 
remember the passport fee they paid | 
when called abroad to fulfill a the- | 
atrical engagement? Hundreds of | 
items, including bookkeeping ex- | 
penses, the payment made to an ac-| 








Mae West, D.D. 





Congregational minister’s son 
in Manchester, Vt., is credited 
with the following gag: His 
Sunday school teacher asked 
how many pupils in the class 
knew the story of Creation. 
Minister’s moppet said he did, 
adding: 

‘That’s the story Mae West 
told on the radio.’ 











TOSCY’S RADIO 


BOOK NOT 
SELLING 


NBC’s drive to sell a souvenir 





countant for making out an income | b0ok on the Arturo Toscanini broad- 


tax return, cost of a publicity stunt | 
paid by the artist, the equipment of 


(Continued on page 51) 


Textilers’ Show Biz 
Yen; ‘Pins’ Headaches; 








Command Performance 





Textile Workers Organizing Com- | 


mittee (CIO) also has its little drama 


groups such as those sponsored by ; 4" 


the International Ladies’ Garment | 
Workers Union. Its N. Y. locals put 
on shows and some have spoken of 
trying to do something on the order 
of ILGWU'’s ‘Pins and Needles.’ Tex- 
tile workers’ group put on an origi- 
nal play, ‘The Graveyard Shift,’ in 
Roanoke, Va., recently. Deals with a 
boy and girl on different shifts who 
can’t ever get together for romanc- 
ing. 

Another textile group also staged 
Cliffer’ Odets’ ‘Waiting for Lefty’ at 
the Rand School, N. Y., last Friday 
(4). It was altered to have the A. F. 
of L. and CIO as opponents instead 
of a company union vs. and inter- 
national, as originally. Same stunt 
was also done over the air re- 
cently by WEVD’s soctaily-conscious 

(Continued on page 61) 





Big Apple Booms Apples 


New Orleans, 

The city’s wholesale and retail 
fruit dealers give the ‘Big Apple’ 
credit for a 12-15% increase in apple 
Sales and 60% 
cider during the past month. 

The largest dealers in apples in the 
French Market, national di: stributing 
point for the fruit, state the dance 
has made people apple conscious and 
‘ent sales skyrocketing. 


March 8. 


cast has turned out a disappoint- 
ment so far. The orders which have 
come in from listeners are but a 
small percentage of what had been 
anticipated and the network's of- 
ficials are wondering if it will be 
much better when the book, priced 
at $1, gets off the press and around so 
that Toscanini fans can see. Buck 
represents cost of production and 
mailing, 

Web realizes that it’s tough selling 
something that can’t be visualized, 
but it had expected an enthusiasm 
strong enough to make this instance 
exception. Plugs during the 
symphony broadcasts described the 


| forthcoming book as containing 120 


| certain, the 


pages of pictures and articles elab- 
orately bound, 


$1 ADMISH FOR N. Y. 
FAIR NOW LOOKS COLD 


Thought of $1 admission to the 
New York World's Fair in 1939 prob- 
ably will be dropped in favor of a 
50c scale. Officials are reported tak- 
ing a page from the Chicago expo’s 
experience where it was found the 
50c admission produced a larger at- 
tendance and higher net. 

Now figured that attendance will 
have to reach 40,000,000 in first year 
for New York show to break even 
initial 12 months. With 25,000,000 in 
the second year. which now seems 
fair should show a profit. 





| Chicago fair went into the black in 


increase in the use of 


the second year and paid off bond- 
holders from ali funds, with coin 
left over. 

Representative groups in the busi- 
ness world have been. discussing 
plans with Grover Whalen relative 
to the Preview Celebration to be 
held April 30 for the Fair. Trade 
press group huddles today (Wednes- 


' day). 





| 





‘HOLLYW'D TAKING 
TOGK OF Tot Lt 


-_—_—_—_~_—- 





|No Prospect of Any Picture 
Shortage This Year—But 
Next Season Worries— 
Skull-Practice Already On 
with View to '38-39 





NEW FORMULA PIX 


By JOHN C, FLINN 
Hollywood, March 8 

There is no prospect of a shortage 
of feature output fromm major studios 
for the remainder of the 1937-38 re- 
leasing season, which winds up for 
most companies on July 31, next, 
and a month later for Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer and Paramount. Latter 
recently extended the current sea- 
son to 13 months, instead of 12, and 
will deliver 57 pictures under exist- 
ing contracts. 

Survey of studio activity during 
the past week, when most of the 
larger plants were continuing over- 
head cutting by reducing the ranks 
of stock contract players and junior 
writers, does not sustain jittery re- 
ports, widely circulated here, that 
theatres will not get their full quota 
of films from major studios in the 
present season. 

As for next year—that is some- 
thing else again. Executives at both 

(Continued on page 27) 


CATHOLICS MAY 








CENSOR RADIO 





Reported that next meeting of the 


PRICE 


15¢ 








64 P AG ES 











‘lec Woollcott, Who Used to Be A 


Newspaperman, 








National Catholic Welfare Council 
in Washington, D. C., will bring forth 
proposal to form a Legion of Decency 
for radio with 

Idea is to grade programs 


Added touch is to 
form boycotts against products of 
sponsors as well as programs them- 
selves in event of any indiscretion o1 
unfavored broadcasts, 


film setup. 


CRIMINOLOGISTS USING 


‘ponsor ramifications. | 
accord- | 
| ing to acceptability to Catholics a la 

| the 


FILMS FOR EVIDENCE 


Schenectady, N. Y., March 8 





Onondaga County opened the door 
for use of films in criminal ac- 
tions, when Ancrew Bab wsk1, 
confessing to the murder of |} pal, 
Forma Derroza, reenacted the crime 
for the D.A. and his staff. with 
cameras recording the confession in 
toto. This is the first time pix have 
been used to record criminal acts, | 
but whether they are to be admitted | 
yn the trial is a question. But for 


(Continued on page 58) 


Shakespeare Ahoy 


Pittsburgh, March 8. 
Billy Bryant, last of the old- 
time show boat impresarios, an- 
nounced here last week that his 
waterway repertoire this spring 
would include a ‘streamlined’ 
version of ‘Hamlet’ in modern 
dress. Plans to pattern it some- 
what after the Mercury thea- 
tre’s ‘Julius Caesar,’ which he 

witnessed at the Nixon here. 
Bryant himself expects to 
play the lead. Several seasons 
ago, he did hoke Shakespeare in 
Chicago and New York, but he’s 





never before tried it on the 
river customers. Plans to 
launch his showboat season 


around the middle of April. 














FLIVVER KING 


BROADCAST IN 
DETROIT 


Detroit, March 8. 
‘Flivver King,” Upton Sinclair’s 
book on life of Henry Ford, which 





has been barred by Detroit police | 


from street peddlers’ wares, is being 
dramatized by United Auto Workers 
in a weekly series over WJBK here. 

Being done in 13 installments, 
dramatization is part of UAW’s edu- 


cational drive to organize Ford 
workers. Broadcasts consume one of 
union’s six weekly airings over 


‘Voice of Labor’ station, and run 15 


minutes each, 

Enacted by UAW Radio Players 
under Ralph Marlatt, with Julia 
Bristol, of union’s radio department, 
adapting, 


Prefers It That Way 


+ 


Alexander Woollcott, currently 
featured in S, N. Behrman’s ‘Wina 
of Choice,’ at the Guild N. Y., has 
been the center of a spluttering con- 
troversy since the snow opened 
Center of the fuss appears to be 
whether the actor-critic-author- 
radio commentator has been high- 
hatting the press. 

According to several scribes on 
the New York dailies, radio’s ‘Town 
Crier’ has snooted them. Actor him- 
self says he’s not upstaging anyone, 
but adds that all interviews are dull 
and that he gets more such re- 
quests (about 75 a day, he claims) 
than anyone could physically grant. 
He also implied he’s never heard of 
Lucius Beebe, who tock a terrific 
swipe at him in his (Beebe’s) col- 
umn in the N. Y. Herald Tribune, al- 
legedly for nixing an interview, 

‘Beebe?’ inquired Woolcott, ‘I 
thought he was on the bottom of the 
ocean. What paper does he work 
n?’ 

Asked about the accusation 


~ 


that 


| he’s been turning up his nose at his 
'former confreres of 
| pages, 
j interviews are a_ bore. 
| dramatic editor for 13 years 


dramatic 
thinks all 
‘I was a 
on the 
N. Y. Times, the Herald and the 
World, he explained, ‘and if you 
(Continued on page 26) 


the 
Woollcott said he 








H’WOOD DUSTING OFF 


THE SCRIPT SHELF 


With studios swinging the axe in 
Hollywood, reports indicate’ that 
most of the picture shops are clamp- 
ing down on their story departments 
and scenario writers. Possible excep- 
tion mentioned is 20th-Fox, but most 
studios are understood to be dust- 
ing off their shelves and giving the 
0.0, to stories which have been pur- 
chased and not produced. 

Trend in the future is stated by 
informed agents to be toward pur- 
chasing fewer originals and more 





i novels for picture production, 








PHIL SPITALNY 





THE HOUR OF CHARM a.) 


MUSIC THAT LINGERS ON 





PARK CENTRAL HOTEL, NEW 
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Se Little Relief for Amusement 
Business in the 1938 Tax Bill; 


Maybe Some for the Little Fellows: 


Washington, March 8. 

Small exhibitors and a few pro- 
Gucers will benefit from tax relief 
held out -in the 1938 revenue bill, 
which began its way through con- 
gress this week, but a number of film 
industry units will suffer from heav- 
ier levies which the Roosevelt ad- 
ministration iS recommending in 


oraer t urther curd monopol 


{ 
) 
1 
r 


tax evasion, and other unde 
practices 

Lightening of the present surplus- | 
profits tax is recommended for the ; 
benefit of small business, and the | 
capital-stock tax is due for some 
minor modification. Otherwise, major 


units in the picture field and a num- 
be> of corporations active in Holly- 
wood are in for more soaking 


Fading hope that the income pub- 


licity feature of the 1934 law, which 
has put hosts of film personalities on 
sucker lists, will be wiped out n- 
der the new legislation. House Way 
and Means Committee has recom- 


mended outricht repeal of the clause 


recuiring public report whenever 
any individual gets over $15,000, but 
the Senate and President Roosevelt 
are’ hostile. ./’robable the repealer 
will be knocked out before legisla- 
tive process is finished. 

Novel levy on ‘closely-held corpo- 
rations’ may provide further grief 


for substantial proportion of the film 
industry. Parti ‘larly production 
In addition, the drastic levies on per- 
sonal holding companies—aimed to 
large extent at film talent—are due 


for continuance. 
None for Individuals 
No relief for individuals is af- 
forded in the bill. Despite strong 


pressure, the House crowd gave no 


consideration to the idea that earn- | 


ing power of screen’ performers 
s'ould receive special treatment. 
Lawmakers not impressed with mak- 
ing allowance for the relatively short 
time film luminaries are in the 
money. 


big 


Ray of hope fcc the little 
fis in the changing formula for 
the government’s cut on 
While the present law now has 
8-15% normal income tax, 7-27% 
surtax, and 15-25% penalty tax on 
evaders, the proposed statute would 
apply a tax of 12%2-16% on earnings 
up to $25,000, plus 20% on any ex- 
cess except that companies would 
receive lower rates if they paid out 
surpluses to stockholders. Under lat- 
ter provision, credit would wipe out 
the 20° extra gyp if companies dis- 
tributed 100% of their earnings over 
$25,000. Sliding scale is provided, 
amounting to 4c. on the dollar. 

Most controversial feature is 
cracking down 
tions. 


fellows 
taking 
surpluses. 


the 
in family corpora- 
New surtax would apply to 


+ 





Darrieux’s Yen 
Hollywood, March 8. 
‘Maverling’ in its eighth 
‘Club des Femmes’ 
return engagements, 
aking money out 


With 
week and 
back for 


evervbody's n 





+ out 


| be 


Danielle 
Universal] 


Darrieux, except 
fact U has been 


ol 


In 


lling so Jong that the French 
actress, who has collected $100,- 
000 for ‘Rage of Paris’ while 

iting for the studio to get 
things going, is figuring on pull- 
ing out for Paris, even if it 
leaves U in a rage, till next fall. 

About all she has done in 
Hollywood is attend previews, 
take bows for her work in 
‘Maverling and ‘Club des 
Femmes’ and study English. In 
fact she has come along so well 
in her English she wants to go 
to Paris for the summer to try 
it out on the tourists, 











20TH OFF MUSTANGERS, 
LESSER LEAVES OUTFIT 


When he has delivered the total of 
six westerns under his contract this 


ason. Sol Lesser will part with 
20th-Fox. Latter is unlikely to in- 
clude any horse operas in the 1938- 


39 setup. 
Lesser, with 20th-Fox three years, 
has delivered four of the six pictures | 


| on this year’s schedule, will shortly 


deliver ‘Rawhide’ 
April 3, and 


for national re- 
later -will turn 
the sixth due. In addition to 
making westerns for 20th, Lesser 
produces the Bobby Breen pictures 


lease 


for RKO. 
Hollywood, March 8 

While cameras are momentarily 
shuttered at Principal Pictures, Sol 
Lesser is buried deep in scripts, plot- 
ting the most ambitious spring and 
jsummer shooting program his com- 
pany has yet undertaken. At least 
seven films will be turned out, with 


a possibili that number will hit 10 

First to roll when activity is re- 
sumed six weeks hence will be ‘Keep 
Moving, featuring Bobby Breen, Ed- 
die Cline directing. Exteriors will 
filmed in Philadelphia and 
Jamestown, Va. Screen play is based 
on an original by Fritz Faulkenstein 
and M. Brewster Morse. 


ty 


bling moppet is ‘Fisherman’s Wharf,’ 
for which Dan Duncan is typing the 
script. Manny Seff, who recently | 
joined Principal, will 


producer on both Breen pictures, 


closely-held companies which make which will be released through RKO. 


$75,000 a year. 
50°) of the 


If one family 


stock, or up to 


ovel 
owns 
75% 
57° 

no excess 
while the surcharge would be 


, such penalties would apply. 


emptions, reductions, and 


howls from 


bother 





ESTABROOK KEEPS PAR 


STATUS WITH GOLDWYN 


Hollywood, March 8. 


Howard Estabrook has joined Sam- 
Goldwyn’s staff as a producer- 


uel 
writer. 

He held a similar 
mount, where his 
*Wells Fargo.’ 


John McCormack Now 





Voice Coach at Par 


Hollywood, March 8. 


Paramount has engaged John Mc- 


Cormack, the Irish tenor, as voice 


coach for Olympe Bradna, 


*S’ ‘cn Heaven,’ still unreleased. 
Actress will be given three le: 


@ons weekly. 


10 
individuals hold amounts ranging to 
If 
of the earnings are distributed. 
levy would be collected, 
fig- 
ured after allowance for various ex- | 
credits. | 
Majority of the committee claim this 
Jevy—which probably will bring new 
Hollywood — would | ,, 
only 300 to 600 corporations. 


post with Para- | 
last picture was 


whose 
lyrical soprano is regarded as an as- 
set since her surprise vocalizing in 


' 


Three Smith Ballew singing west- 
erns are being readied. They are 
‘Tune of Saddle Leather,’ ‘Lord 
Panamint’ and ‘Outlaw's Paradise.’ 

Meanwhile, Lesser is searching for 
a new Tarzan and feminine mate, to 
replace Glenn Morris and Eleanor 
Holm, who topped the cast in ‘Tar- 
zan's Revenge.’ Neither will be re- 
pacted by Lesser, and because title 
of the next is ‘Tarzan Speaks,’ 
character will have to know some- 
| thing about diction. Change in prin- 
cipals is motivated by the fact that | 
|‘Tarzan's Revenge’ did not come up | 
to box office expectations. 





Hoffman Prop Boss 

| Hollywood, March 8 
Harry 

Columbia's prop department, 

ing his erstwhile chief, Bill Sully. 
Sully held the post for five years 


4 pel 





|income 4.3°% 


| 935,000 in 1936. 
|Government benefit payments. 
Also being readied for the war- | 


be associate | «: 


of | 


title | 


Hoffman is the new head of | 
replac- | 


LUBITSCH LEAVING 
PAR, MAY ALIGN UA 


/ _—— 
Hollywood, March 8. 
Ernst Lubtisch is severing ties 
| with Paramount after 11 years. He 
leaves soon for a European vacation 
and has no plans for future beyond 
the possibility of making one picture 
in England. 
Likely on returning he'll ! 
with United Artists to release pic- 
tures he'll produce. 


MILLION MORE | 
FOR 5 U PIX 


Hollywood, 
budget on the balance 
1937-38 schedule has | 


Production 


of Universal's 


been jumped $1,000,000 following al 


series of conferences between Nate | 
J. Blumberg. prexy, and Charles R. 
Rogers, production chief. 
Pictures to share in the addition: al | 
allotments will be ‘Half Way to 
Shanghai,’ for May release; ‘Sus- | 
picion, for June: ‘The Rage of} 
Paris,’ for July; John Stahl’s ‘Letter 
of Introduction’ and a Deanna Dur- | 
bin film, both of: which are for | 
August release. 
Rogers has 
wig to direct 
versal, first 
next Deanna 


signed Edward Lud- 
two pictures for Uni- 
which will be the 
Durbin starrer, ‘That 
Certain Age.’ Ludwig's last stint 
was on Metro's ‘The Last Gangster.’ 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., will be op- 
posite Danielle Darrieux, in ‘Rae 
of Paris.’ which marks her Americi 2 
debut at Universal. Final polishing | 
is now given the script, re- | 
written several times. 


of 


being 


DIXIE’S FARM INCOME 
SO FAR UP OVER 1937 


Atlanta, March 8. 

Glimmer of sunshine to partly dis- 
gloom caused by business re- 
cession was seen in report of Fed- 
eral Reserve Bank here that 49 re- 
tail firms in Sixth Federal Reserve | 
District show ‘preliminary figures 
for the first two weeks in February 
indicate a small increase over that | 
period last year. 

The report revealed that while 
farm income in this district reache 
an eight-year high in 1937, most | 
other trade and industrial statistics | 
declined. Growers in Pr rence 
a, Georgia, Louisiana, Missis- | 
and Tennessee increased their | 
to $808,132,000, the re- 
port stated, as compared with $774,- | 


a 





sippi 





Farm income figures for the six 

| States: 

State W7 1986 
he SILL S57,000 $116 820,000 
RIDGE sscdoeess 15 508 00 0,681,000 

OER. 1446660666 14,470,000 145,186,000 
Louieinna .ecccee LIT, D50,000 

| Mississippl ..ccce 16, 656,000 
| Tennessee 130,505,000 112. 333/006 


Prosperity in South and attendant 
good times for amusement biz still 
centers in financial status of its 
|farmers. Fact that 1937 was a good | 
year for ruralists indicate they 


future with 
'debt slates 
comes will have money to 
with merchants in urban centers. 
'This will hypo business in general 
Mason & Dixon’ Line and 
in all lines of amusement 
as usual, get their cut. 


SAILINGS 


April 20 ‘(London to New York) 
| Charles Tucker ‘Queen Mary). 
| March 9 (London to New York) 
Jean Muir (lle de France). 

March 9 ‘(New York to I 
Arturo Toscanini, Sir Louis Sterling, 
| Earle Bailey, 
| Mary). 


comparatively 


spend | 
_ below 


dealers 
will, 

















Hearst quitting radio?. 
Jack Benny's stunt. ari 
L. K. Sidney favors east for 
Coast radio shows laying off. 
Radio 


| 

Dick Foran on the radio........ 
New York's ‘21’ sues Philly’s C lub 
Name playwrights’ 





Other News of Pix Interest 


British exhibs look to Hollywood anew 
Films and the foreign market........ 


radio: i 


reviews of Lillian and ‘Dorothy 
Shirley Temple, Homer Croy, Fred Allen, 


Hollywood's ‘the show must go | on’; ‘flood stuff 


producing firm 
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Miss Doublemint, 


autograph hunters 


during the entire year 
did, and then she paid tribute 
all a steady job without telling 
what the sign meant. 

Out of respect to the affair 
and addressed the newcomers. 
ting on top of the world now, 
it’s swell to feel that way, for 
man diagonally 
ing, with Shanley’s 
that day crowding 
then, and boy 


across 
underneath 
into it. We 
were we proud! 
to look the 


used across 


supinely over Broadway, 


Jack Eigen, 
his tagline, ““Remember 
cussing different themes for 
We remarked, ‘Eddie, in the 
the audience dream’ Harry 
on a Broadway corner, 
cause. The injured one said, 
minding my 


you 


his own waiter....Lobby 


week... 





It’s the Disney in Us 


By Jack Osterman 


This is the first anniversary of the Wrigley sign stretching ove; 
Broadway from 44th to 45th streets. 
as some of the old dolls visited the new ones. 
was mistress of ceremonies for a 
about how nice it was to be on top of Criterion, Crawford's Clothes, 
Woolworth’s and the International Casino. 
joyed dancing to Yascha Bunchuk’s tunes from below. 
threw up their books as they stood gazing in front 
of Bob Christenberry’s Astor hotel. 
not one bulb went out except when they 
to the Wrigley people for 
them 


, an old doll, 
‘Dollies,’ 
don't you? 
I can 
the street, dancing on top of the Putnam build- 
me. | 
were 
Al Woods had his offices underneath 
us, too, and was one of the most sought-after producers in town. 
street to 
New York Roof with the ‘Ziegfeld Follies.’ 
a Paramount building would come along and knock us off our 
What I'm trying to convey to all you illuminated dolls, 
take it graciously and be thankful you're on 


top for a few years, because you can never tell on Broadway when a 
building will be torn down from under you.’ 
Thoughts While Thinking 
Sam Grisman has put ‘Tobacco Road’ on a year-to-year notice 


WMCA hews commentator, 
heard 
his next picture and 
next 
Hershfield 
Rushing ove 
‘S’help me, 
own business in a loud voice’ 
us he has been going to one Chinese 
of Hudson 
of Elsa Maxwell with card underneath reading, 
ably waiting for someone to make a 24-: 
Loew's State were forced to cut their act to 45 minutes one show 
.There’s a violin-leader at the Old Roumanian Inn who coule 
be one of the tops if he was the showman Rubinoff is. 


There was quite a celebration 
One of the newer ones, 
Starter, raving 
How much they all en- 
How many 
How remarkable it was that 
all 
Living them 


what they were dancing for. or 


Mr. Singlemint, appeared 
he said, ‘you think you are sit- 


Well, 


remembei 


perhaps you are 
when I was the 


» alhad 


head 


see the Cafe 
largest sign on 


can 
the 


Society of 
Broadway 


We 

where you are now and see the 
«Little did we think then 

perch. 


as you dance 


has a. good title for a song in 
it here’....Eddie Cantor w 
asked suggestions 
stay awake and let 
guy getting slugged 
asked what was the 
standing on the corner, 
-Henny Youngman tells 
Cafe so long he can recognize 
theatre has a life-sized picture 
‘Unfinished’... .Prob- 
.Buck and Bubbles at 
last 


as als- 


picture you 
Saw a 
to him he 
I was 


heet.. 








West This Week: 





Young and Joel 
lin ‘Three Blind Mice,’ 
| Powys comedy, 
owns 
| rights, and which he may decide to 
| offer as a Manhattan legit attraction 
| before sending it before the cam- 
eras. 


The figures include | 








an | mount 
c 

: | Gensler 
in good financial shape and face the!,.. owe 
clean | 
and when harvest pow 


the 
expires in April. 


| fore negotiating another 





Sam E. Morris (Queen | Lessing, 
| Wellington, 
Misraki, 





‘BLIND MICE? MAY BE 
LEGITED BEFORE FILMING 





Holtywood, March 8. 
Darryl Zanuck has picked Loretta 
McCrea to co-star 
the Stephen 
to which 20th-Fox 


both the screen and _ stage 


William A. Seiter has been as- 


| Signed to direct the picture. 





Lew Gensler Couldn’t Get 
Together with Par, Leaves 


Hollywood, March 8. 

Failing to get together 
on a new 
associate 
studio when 


contract, 
producer, 
his current ticket | 


He plans an extended vacation be- 
studio deal. 
His productions include ‘Big Broad- 
cast of °37,’ ‘Artists and Models’ and 
‘College Swing.’ 


ARRIVALS 


Dolores Del Rio, Mr. and Mrs. Cliff 
Reid, Frederick Ullman, Paul V. 
| Carroll, Dorothy Peterson, Joseph 
| Friedman, Walter J. Hutchinson. 
Baroness von Koczian, Josef von 
Sternberg, Mr. and = Mrs. Leon 
Ace Williams, 
Ward Morehouse. Lindsey 
Fulton Oursler, Paul 
viteihanani Maier. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Monte Banks. 
Bill and Beverly 
Jack Bregman. 
Jack Gohn. 
Benjamin David 
Zac Freedman. 
Bob Gil.ham. 
Harry M. Goetz. 
Jon Hall. 
Miriam Howell. 
Edward Mannix. 
Jake Milstein. 
Abe Montague 
Mr. and Mrs 
Sylvia Sidney. 
Harlan Thompson. 


Bemis 


Leo Schlesinger. 





with Para- | } 
. ie | while running the whole lot. 


leaves } 


Bruno 





Berman s RKO Stock Options; Goes 


Spitz Levy Depart 


left 


come- 


Leo Spitz, president of RKO, 
(6) for the Coast, 
pany with Jules Levy, 
sales manager. Latter 
to the Coast. Spitz stopped off en 
route for several days in Chicago. 
Pandro Berman, who has contracted 
to run all production for the com- 
pany, may have left last night as he 
was still here yesterday afternoon. 
J. R. McDonough goes with him. 
Ned Depinet is already on the Coast. 
Berman’s new deal, it’s understood, 
runs for three years. He gets op- 
tions on company stock, as additional 
compensation for the extra duties he 
assumes, as studio head. Otherwise 
his new terms are about similar to 
his old pact. He draws $3,500 weekly. 
plus a percentage of profit on ‘A’ 


Monday in 
company 
goes through 


| product, which he continues to su- 


pervise and produce personally, 
His 
known. 
One of the questions that arose 
and which had to be settled before 
Berman signed was whether he was 
to be subordinate to J. R. McDon- 
ough, Or answerable directly to Leo 
Spitz. How that question was set- 
tled has not been made known. 


Decision will be reached during 
the Coast stay on whether RKO will 
have an annual sales meet this year 
or will hold regional district and 
branch manager sessions, as some 
other companies are planning. Spitz 
and Levy will be west two weeks or 
Longer. 


stock option terms aren't 


™ ©. tL. A. 
Dave Bader. 
Jean Berliner. 
Pandro S. Berman. 
John D. Clark. 
Peggy Flass. 
Murray Feil. 
Jules Levy. 
Harry Hershfield. 
Mr. and Mrs, Leo Justin. 
S. R. Kent. 
Francis Lederer Margo. 
Charles Martin. 
Charles E. McCarthy. 
J. R. McDonough. 
Joseph Moss. 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Rapf 
Si Seadler. 
Sylvia Sidney. 
Leo Spitz. 




















__ 








| 


< 


—_—— ~— 


ee . 











s 
os 


ie ee 


— 
. 














Wednesday, March 9, 1938 


GET BEHIN 


peeerees 











oOo 


Freeman Reporting Zukor Talks To 
Griffis-Balaban; Latter West Later 


aceite o 


Hollywood, March 8. 

Both Stanton Griffis, chairman of 
Pac's executive committee, and Bar- 
ney Balaban will visit the company’s 
studio in the next few weeks. Date 
is uncertain. It had been previ- 
ously believed that the two moguls 
from the east would not make a trip 
here until after the company’s an- 
nual stockholders’ meeting, in New 
York, around the first of May. 

Y. Frank Freeman, Par’s theatre 
chieftain, has been here, presum- 
ably as spokesman for Griffis and 
Balaban, in talks with Adolph 
Zukor. Latter talked freely to Free- 
man regarding the studio and also 
explained his personal views on 
management and general company 
aifairs. Also, the question of a pact 
for Zukor. However, Freeman was 
without authomity to undertake any 
otticial commitment. 





But it is believed on his return to 
New York he will convey his im- 
pressions and a gist of Zukor's views 
ty the home office crowd. Zukol 
is still working minus a pact. 


Grapefruit-Throwing 
Auer Tosses Radio 
Brickbats; Coi. Burns 


Columbus, March 8. 


Local radio listeners burned at 
cracks at city aired by Mischa Auer 


| 
| 


j 


| 





| 
| 


on the Bing Crosby program Thurs- | 


day (3). Didn’t mention Columbus 
by name, but references to last city 
on his personal appearance tour left 
no doubt in minds of those who knew 
he played here previous week. 
Commented on coolness of audi- 
ences by saying he had to go out of 
theatre in weather two below zero 
to get warm. Also told about grape- 
fruit-slinging episode and said only 
regret was his aim was bad. Cracked 
at intelligence of local audiences and 


told Bing he doubted if they could | 


write, 

Local theatre and radio eds blasted 
at film comedian both before and 
aiter radio broadcast. One theatre 
columnist sailed into Auer when he 
learned of citrus-tossing act and 
said actor’s week here was ‘expert 
performance on how to lose friends 
and alienate people.’ Went on to say 
that act grew steadily worse as week 
went on and labelled appearance 
here as definite flop. ‘ 


Auer got cold reception all week, 


i Is Born’). 


| 


| 





finally culminating in actor hurling | 


gftapefruit into audience when gag 
fell flat last show on final day. 
Apologized at finish of act for ‘im- 
pulse.’ 

Attitude throughout week topped 
by final day's incident left town 
pretty well soured on Auer. 





Hope Hampton Comeback 
Film, U’s ‘Road to Reno’ 


Hollywood, March 8. 
LAR. Wylie’s Satevepost story, 
‘The Road to Reno,’ has been selected 
by Universal as the yarn for the re- 
turn to the screen of Hope Hampton 
‘Mrs. Jules E. Broulatour), a silent 
eta star, who has been singing in 
concert ' 
Set for supporting roles are Ran- 
dolph Scott, Mischa Auer, Alice 
Brady and Louis Hayward. Picture 
13 scheduled for a May 15 start. 


UA Palaver Status Quo 


Hollywood, March 8 
h Jock Whitney here, nothing 
New so tar on any proposition where- 
by Dave Selznick and Sam Goldwyn 
would make proposition for United 
Artists. 

However, nothing would be con- 
sidered unless Charles Chaplin per- 
sonally was present, and it’s not 
known when he will return from 
Carmel, Cal. 





Wit 


| top 
| Southern California, 





+ 








His Reward | 


Hollywood, March 8 

Warners dropped Gordon 
Oliver, with the Bryan 
Foy unit, with no reason as- 
signed. 

As he packed up and was 
leaving the lot, girl in the fan 
mail department offered him 
congrats on being No. 5 on the 
fan mail list. 


actor 











Muni, Montgomery 





Dunne or Gaynor 


Touted Acad Tops 


| 
Hollywood, March 8. 

More than 12,000 ballots were cast | 
in the Academy balloting, with over | 
1,000 returned within 48 hours after | 
mailing. The Acad mailed 15,000 | 
ballots. 

Paul Muni (‘Zola’) reported mak- | 
ing the strongest bid for acting 
honors with the Screen Actors Guild 
prexy. Robert Montgomery (Night 
Must Fall’) also given strong support. 


Irene Dunne is’ being’ touted 
strongly for the best work by an 
actress (Awful Truth’) with Janet 


Gaynor pressing her hard 


CA Star} 


Actors will decide the winners in 
several divisions as they outnumber 
all other participating crafts. 

Extras hold the balance of power 
on votes cast for the best picture, 
outstanding acting jobs, and top song 
number, 

Few cancellations were made due 
to the week’s postponement, and the! 
affair tomorrow (Thursday) is cer- 
tain to be a sellout, 

Three nominees for Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences’ | 
awards will be missing from the fes- 
tive board when the Oscars are 
passed out at the postponed banquet | 
Thursday night (10) at the Biltmore | 
hotel. They are Greta Garbo, nomi- | 
nated for her portrayal in ‘Camille,’ | 
and who is now in Italy: Spencer | 
Tracey, cited for his performance in 
‘Captains Courageous,’ who is con- 
valescing after a major operation | 
and Paul Muni, winner of last year’s | 
best actor prize and nominated again 
for his work in ‘Life of Emile Zola,’ 
who is traveling in Europe. 

Setback for the town’s annual red 
letter event was caused by flood con- 
ditions that preceded the original 
date, and marooned too many of the 
figures in scattered sectors of 


Ballots have been counted by 
Price, Waterhouse & Co., and locked | 
in that concern’s vault, there to re-! 
main until the hour set for reading 
the results to the banqueters, 

Bob Burns has been selected as 
emcee to replace George Jessell, who 
asked to be relieved of the task be- 
cause of illness, 


KOENIG AIDES MANNIX, 
CRAIG M-G STUDIO MGR. 


Hollywood, March 8 

Metro relieved William Koenig of 
his studio manager berth and as- 
signed him to Edward Mannix as 
personal rep to keep tab on budgets 
ind shooting schedules. William 
Craig studio auditor, succeeds 
Koenig with title of business man- 
ager 

Understood studio some time ago 
tried to buy up Koenig's contract 


+ 


‘tiated on leaving Uni- 

it an when 
Koenig held out for full settlement 

Bruited around studio Koenig is 

t contract in the new 


which he ne 
versal but 


’ 
> 
} 


impasse 


working vut his 


spot, ' 


| film on 


| behind pictures week in 


, more effort for gross on 


etc., 


| pense. 


| co-operative ad 
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New Plan of RKO 


Reorganization 


VARIETY 3 


D THE PICTURES 


EE a 


CFI{ SHAWS' Most Likely Will Propose That Co. 
Resume Control of K-A-0 Affiliate 


|Distributors Urging the Ex- 


hibitors to Recourse to 
That Old-Fashioned Show- 
manship in Merchandising 
Films—Don’t Leave It All 
to the Distribs, the Na- 


tional Ads, the Marquee. 


Values, Etc. 


CHAINS AND INDIES 


The distributors are taking time 
out to consider the problem of how 
they can get their accounts behind 
playdates for better results. 
tending that exhibitors seldom ever 
get behind pictures properly, for 
the maximum amount of gross, even 
when the distributors share in the 
cost of advertising, it is a problem 
that has confronted distributors for 
many years. It datas back to the 
period when all pictures were sold 


flat, but one which rises vastly in 
importance when theatre receipts 
start to decrease. It is at such a 
time, distributors aver, that the 
exhibitors, chain or independent, | 
should exert more than the normal 
|amount of effort to put pictures 
|across for all that the traffic will 


bear. When conditions are good and 
frosses are rolling in heavily, the 
laxity in selling and campaigning 
playdates is more readily 
overlooked, though never 

Distributor spokesmen do_ not 
think that more complete control 
themselves of theatres is any threat 
because of lack of merchandising by 
accounts nor that this would be 
any solution. It is charged that the 
chains are frequently the worst of- 
fenders when it comes to getting 
and week 
A major chain may put forth 
a picture 
belonging to its company, but when 
it comes to the product of 
other distributor, it sometimes lays 
down worse than an independent 


out. 


exhibitor would. The latter is often | 
not as lax as the big chain theatres | 


because the indie, against powerful 
competition, has to fight harder to 
make money out of the pictures he 
gets. 
Just Settin’ Back 

Distributors, in recent years, have 
spent much money advertising pic- 
tures nationally for tne benefit of 
all accounts playing the product, in 
newspapers, magazines, on fhe air 
but are getting a little tived 
of this in view of the 
hibitors in following through. The 
average account satisfied 
to sit back and trust to luck that the 
picture will get him a good gross 
without too much local effort or ex- 
This indifference on the 
part of accounts has started to dis- 
courage producer-distributors from 
campaigns under 
which there may be some chiseling 
by the exhibs but were this stopned, 


seems too 


distribs being in a spot, then film 
would go on playdates with even 
less chance of getting what they de- 


serve at the box office. 


} vw 
snOW 


Many comparative dates will 


that the efforts put forth by one ac- 
count have been undeniably re- 
sponsible for a gross that greatly 
exceeded that of a rn i satre 
and situation where the account did 
not get behind the p Every- 
thing being relative, it is iintained 
that too many account ire letting 
pictures play t 19 at omue 
less than the picture i ipab! 
of getting with prone idvert 
exploitation, campaic 

The quest for some ) tio to tl 
problem is all the more intensified 
now because distribs se most all 
product on percentage, and are 
partners with the a runt Where 
the latter lays do the d 
tribs suffers along with him for 3 
dereliction, whereas when the 
atre owner or manager ) ) to 


get full value out of a film, the dis- 


tributor prospers with 


Con- | 


forgiven. 


some | 


anathy of ex-| 





| N.Y.’s Santa Anita Peeve 


Latest excuse advanced in the 
east for possibly shifting 
duction to the Atlantic sea- 
board hinges on Hollywood's 
winter pastime. Officials in 
N. Y. say that attendance. at 
offices on the Coast during the 
racing season (Santa Anita) is 
costing the industry millions. 
One exec that it’s almost 
impossible to catch anybody in 
on Fridays and Saturdays. 

Query by phone from New 
York invariably brings the re- 
sponse, ‘Out of office; won't be 
back today.’ 


pro- 


said 











Justice Dept. 
Ready to Sift 


Washington, March 8. 





RKO’s new plan of reorganization, 
which is to be Friday 
(11) to Federal William QO, 
Bondy, is likely as not to contain 
provision for a method of raising, by 
subscription, $3,000,000, required 


submitted 


Judge 


funds, with which RKO could pur- 
chase the approximately 27,000 
shares of Keith-Albe2-Orpheum pre- 
ferred stock, now held by M. J. 
Mechan and associates. Thus RKO 
would resume again controlling 


ownership of that theatre e 
RKO owns 
shares of the 
K-A-O 
common, 


ircuit, 

rround 21,000 
shares of the 
the 


presently 
63,000 
preferred; also all of 

It may be proposed further that by 
the same method, RKO ceuld raise 
an additional $2,000,000 with which 
to repay the underwriting costs of 
the company’s reorganization, 

This, probably, would be a 10-year 
debenture issue, for $5,000,090 ax- 


gregate amount, at a 6% rate of in- 
| terest, to cover both items. That 
|; would mean that RKO would pur- 


| chase the Mechan stock at $110 per 


Film Biz Data 


Pondering of mountainous pile of 


data about the booking 


practices, 


supply of product and other phases | 


of producer-exhibitor 


relations is 


about ready to start at the Justice | 


Department. Unlikely any decision 
will be reached concerning anti-trust 
prosecution of the majers for several 
| months, in view of the mass of info 
which has 


Reports of investigators who have 
been doing leg-work in most prin- 
cipal exhibition areas for months are 
flowing into the 
analysis and the field study is said 
to be about over. 
the Southern California 
where more digging 


situation. 
is anticipated 


| jors have complied with 
West Coast consent decree. 
Selection of Prof. Thurman Ar- 
nold of Yale as new head of the anti- 
{trust division may intensify delay. 
His general views on broad economic 


| 


questions are known, but just how | 


department for | 


to be digested and the|; 
‘policy problems to be weighed. 


Exception is in| 


with direct reference to the way ma- || 
the Fox- 


thoroughly he is informed about de- | 
tailed situations, such as pix, and the | 
|exact slant he has on the monopoly 


proposition are uncertain. 


which he must decide, and which in- | 
terest films, is the matter of money. | 
important trust matters | 


With more 
pending than the DJ. can afford to 
prosecute at one time, selection has 
to be made on the basis of serious- 
ness of the alleged monopolistic 


practices, extent of harm done the | 


} 
Among the chief policy questions ! 


| 


public and complainants and scope | 


and cost of proceedings. 


Digest of the evidence compiled by 


field crew and report recemmending 
whether to move in on the majors 
should be ready shortly but prob- 
won't get to Attorney General 

depart 


weeks, 
Expect it 


ably 
Cummings for some 


spokesmen. said 


ment il 


(Continued on page 63) 
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‘PARIETY 


11} 154 West 46th Street, New York City 


share. The Meehans will not sell for 
less RKO has found that out. That's 
the ‘call-in’ price of the stock. 

The Mcehan people are mostly re- 
sponsible for conserving the K-A-O 
circuit and protecting it from becom- 


ing involved in the RKO mess. 
When K-A-O failed to meet pre- 


ferred stock dividends, the Mechans 
stepped in. Under Herbert Bayard 
Swope, as chairman, K-A-O began to 
make up dividend arrears on its pre- 
ferred. Last year, K-A-O paid up- 
wards of $10 in arrears dividends, 
(Continued on page 23) 
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FILMS’ FLOOD LOSSES PLACED AT 5006, 
DAMAGE TO HOMES ANOTHER $250,000 


$100,000—Filmites M 
Deliveries Stalled 


Los Angeles, March 8 
Losses estimated at close to $500,- 


000 were sustained by motion pic- 


ture studios and theatres as a re- 
sult of the torrential rains and rag- 
ing flood waters that swept South- 
ern California last week. Damage 
to homes of film company and the- 
atre folks will run another $250,000 
or more. 


Hardest hit 
organizations was 
San Fernando valley, which lost 
three acres of its property when the 
normally dry Los Angeles river de- 
cided to reroute its course and swept 


among the producing 


through the indie company’s lot, 
mowing down power poles and 
buildings as it pushed forward. 
Plant, partially submerged = and 


stripped of its juice, was forced to 
shutter for three days until emer- 
gency wires could be strung. 
Universal, Warners, 20th-Fox, 
Paramount, RKO and Metro also 
were hit with property damage and 
preduction delays. 


Losses on theatres in the storm- 
swept area will approximate $100,- 
000, evenly split between property 


admission nicks due to 
operation. 


damage and 
enforced cessation of 

Scores of studio and theatre em- 
ployees, including top executives 
and stars, were marooned in widely 
scattered sections adjacent to Los | 
Angeles, and kept from work for | 
from one to three days. 

Complete checkup of the studios, 
as the muddy waters receded from 
their highest mark of more than half 
a century, reveals that in addition | 
to having its back lot sliced, Re- | 
public lost its permanent farmyard | 
set, a barn and several smaller 
structures, while several sound and | 
equipment trucks were buried under 
six feet of silt. Leaking roof stripped 
the administration building of plas- | 
ter. 

At Warners, the truck sheds were 
razed, while foundations of other, 
more expensively constructed build- 
ings were undermined. Val Paul, | 
Universal’s studio manager, figured | 
damage on that lot would reach | 
the $75,000 mark, two permanent | 
sets and several buildings having 
been destroyed. 
20th-Fox’s 


Cost of rebuilding 
Scotch Village and ‘Kidnapped’ set 
will amount to at least $25,000, 


while repairs to other structures hit 
by the rain and high winds will 
reach enother $10,000. 
Paramount Periled 
Negatives on unreleased 
worth a fortune were 
Paramount, 


pictures 
periled at | 


when the water rose 

above the floors of the storage 

vaults. Situation was saved when 

an emergency crew was called in 

to stack sand bags and man the 
pumps. 

Many elaborate sets, on Metro's 


back lot, some of them built for 
tures now in production, 
ried off their underpinnings. 

Lido theatre. on L.A.’s southwest 


pic- 


side, operated by Pacific States The- | 


atres, Inc., will be closed for four | 
weeks for redecoration and reseat- 
ing, the muddy water having filled 
the auditorium to a depth of six 


feet on the lower levels. Repairs 
will cost better than $15,000. Fox 
West Coast's LaBrea also was 
flooded, but the damage was trivial 
in comparison. 

Many houses unharmed by the 
flood conditions were forced into 


when the | 
by failure 


darkness Wednesday night, 
storm reached its apex. 
of the power circuits. 
Chartered planes were pressed 
into service on Thursday to service 
theatres in towns cut off from rail- 


read and motor communications 
with films. Among those hit were 
San Diego. Santa Barbara, Santa 
Maria. San Luis Obisbo, Pomona, 


San Bernardino, Riverside, Ontario 


and Redlands. 


Studio officials. writers, directors | 
and pluyers whose abodes were 
damaged included Bob Burns, John 
Barry:anre, W. C. Fields. Madeleine | 
Carrv!!), George Marshall, Michael | 
Whuien. Ida Lupino, Tom Ruther- 
ford, Mrnst Lubitsch, Robert Tay- 
lor, Barbara Stanwyck, Edward 


Horton, Hugh Herbert, Al 
ond Frank Borsage. 
H. Atherton, a 


Fveret! 
Jolson 


Warren studio 


Republic, in the | 


were Care | 


arooned All Over—Film 
sound technician, lost his life when 
his hillside residence n Glendale 


collapsed. 
Frank Capra, George Marshall and 
Madeleine Carroll, members of the 





Malibu Beach colony, were maroon- 
ed there for three days, with food 
supplies running low, while a coast 
guard cutter tossed off-shore, the 


seas too rough to launch small boats 
to effect the rescue of the trio. 

Santa Fe railroad was so hard hit 
it was unable to bring the Chief 
any closer than Barstow, a railroad | 
junction 80 miles east of here and | 
out of the flood zone Passengers 
were transported by auto from here 
Friday (4) to that point to make 
connections. However normal service 
prevailed the following day. Aijl 
service was only temporarily cur- 
tailed. Flights to the east were 
routed through San Francisco for a 
short time until normal facilities 
were once more available. 

Theatre Washed Away 
Anaheim, Calif., March 8. 

Joe Clark’s new Anaheim theatre, 
recently constructed and opened, 
was completely demolished when 
flood waters raged through the city 
last Wednesday (2). 

Even the debris was 
house's site. 


carried off 


Arizona Cut Off 
Phoenix, March 8. 
Arizona film theatres were without 
new product from last Tuesday (1) 
through Saturday because of the 
washing out of bridges and highways 
between here and Los Angeles dur- 
ing the flood that cut off both train 


| and truck travel. 


Film delivery trucks were stalled 
at several points on the California 
side of the line, the first to make 
the crossing on Saturday being the 
one that left L. A. Wednesday. 





Flood Disrupting R.R.’s 
Around L.A. Another Wk. 


Hollywood, March 8. 
Railroad officials say that it will 
be another week before trains re- 
sume in and out of Los Angeles. | 
Roadbeds and bridges have been 
rendered unsafe by damages inflicted | 
by the flood waters and are being re- 





|paired by crews working day and 


| night. 
| Streamline traffic on the Union | 
| Pacific has been routed north to 
| Sacramento, adding 12 hours to the 
Chicago run. Regular fare trains } 
are picking up L. A. passengers | 
| transported by bus to Cedar City, 
Utah, 400 miles away. There is only 
one Southern Pacific train going east 
daily, picking up bus 
from L. A. at Indio, 140 miles south- 
east of here. The Santa Fe is motor- 
|; ing passengers to Barstow over 200 
| miles east via many detours. 





+ 
| 
} 
| 


Republic Studio the Hardest Hit—Theatres Lost | 


| renn,’ 


passengers | 





Thar She Mobys 


Hollywood, March 8 

Best publicity plant of p.a.’s 
field day during the flood was 
credited to Ed Manson of Bob 
Taplinger’s Warners staff. In 
nearby Los Angeles river, usu- 
ally high and dry but given the 
real stream by the 
op whale, 





status of a 
deluge, he planted a p1 
He then phoned the sheets and 
syndicate photogs 


It was good for a laugh all 
around, and the captions kidded 
the press agent, 











KENT AND CLARK IN 


COAST POWWOWS, 


S. R. Kent, em ha D. Clark and 
Charles McCarthy leave Friday (11) 
for the Coast for product confer- | 


ences with Darryl Zanuck and 
others relating to balance of pictures 
for this year as well as plans for the 
coming (1938-39) season. 

Remaining west the balance of the 
month, they will stop over 
City on the way back to attend a 
two-day meeting of 20th-Fox district 
and branch managers there April 1. 

This will be the first of a series of | 
special meetings that will displace | 
the usual annual sales convention 
this year. 





Tom Gallery’s Quickie 


Proved OK Showmanship | 


Hollywood, March 8. 


Smartest showman of the week 


| was Tom Gallery who had his ski- 


jumping contest washed out at the 
Los Angeles Coliseum'on Sunday af- 
ternoon, but on seeing a break in the 
sky Tuesday afternoon announced 
the show for that night, pulled it off 
to a gross of $25,000 and hardly got 
the crowds out when the heavens 
opened again for the worst storm in 
memory. 


Skiiers as a consequence were ma- | 


rooned in Los Angeles, though billed 
to appear in Seattle Sunday (6) and 
Sun Valley a few days later. But 
with no form of transportation out 
of Los Angeles Thursday, Gallery 
was promoting the skiers into stay- 
ing on for a repeat at the Coliseum 
for Sunday afternoon, March 13, fig- 
uring he could pack 90,000 in on the 
basis of the 20,000 who showed up 
for the sneak-view. 

Coliseum show is a synthetic ‘ski- 
made from ice and snow 
manufactured on the premises and 


| using the Ruud brothers, Birger and 


Sigmund, Olympic champions from 
Norway, as the chief attraction. 





Accent on Accent 


Hollywood, March 8. 

‘Accent on Love’ has been picked 
_ by Darryl Zanuck as Simone Simon's 
/next pictures for 20th-Fox. Produc- 
tion start is set for April. 

Actress, now recuperating from a 
pneumonia attack, is expected to 
check in at the studio in two weeks 
to complete her scenes for ‘Josette,’ 


‘held d up by her illness. 








—_—— 


! 

} 

Philadelphia, March 8 
Ops of indie nabes here scoff at 
owners of subsequent-run theatres in 
'other towns who complain that ex- 
tended playing time in downtown 
houses milks a pic dry before it hits 
outlying seciions. They see nothing 
in the long midtown runs but build- 
up for the film when it finally 


reaches them. 
They point out that films which 
get three or four weeks or more in 


| their initial gallop invariably bring 
in the nabes. That the 


y 
Jv 
‘ 


profit might 
have hit larger grosses had the o igi- 
nal nlayiny time been shorter } 


something they leck on ae 
Most recent cxample of 

downtown time is ‘iiurricane’ which 
|} roadshowed four vecks ond then got 
three more cf revul exhibition at 
lthe Aldine. Pie, which by now has 
| pretty well been through the mill, 
'did uniformly well all over. 


subifully 
extended 


Some Indies Dont Object to ‘Milking’: 
A Long Run Builds Up Subsequents 





\coLuMeIA SETS BERGMAN 


New Head of Colamble Ad Dept. 
Formerly with Lord & Thomas 


of advertising and 
lumbia Pictures, starting this week, 
appoin tg by Nate Spingold. He suc- 
ceeds hy Daab, who quit after a tiff | 
with Spingold. 


publicity of Co- 


Bergman long was contact between 
Lord & Thomas agency and Para- 
mount, and when L. & T. lost the Pai 
account, Bergman started his 
publicity bureau. 


own 


Hollywood, March 8. 
Thomas, 
trailer 


George 
bia’s 


head of Colum- 
department, will check 


March 15, 
He has not decided future plans. 





at Kansas | 


Maurice Bergman is new director | 


off the lot when his contract expires } 


Par After ee 


As ‘ 
Hollywood, March 8. 
Paramount has opened negotiations 
with Warners for the loan of James 
Cagney to co-star with Victor Mc- 
Laglen in the forthcoming produc- 
tion of ‘Gunga Din.’ 
Dudley Nichols is at work on the 
script. 





runga Din’ Tops 


LEM STEWART, A VICTIM 


OF LOS ANGELES FLOOD 


| the state as the tax rap fell Monday 


Lemuel L. Stewart, 54 
| and exploitation head for 
| theatres for many years, was among 
| the victims of the Los Angeles flood. 
With a others he was 
| standing on a pedestrian bridge over 
the Los Angeles river when the 


advertising 
the Publix 


number of 


structure collapsed, hurling them 
into the torrent below. 
The son of S. S. Stewart, whose 


banjos were regarded as the Stein- 
ways of the trade half a century ago, 
he made a number of 
sional concert 


banjo prodigy, but the idea did not 





|and Walter 


semi-profes- | : 
appearances as a | S€rvice, 
| busses 


appeal to him and he went into} 
|} commercial business 

About 20 vears ago he was made | 
advertising manager of the old Tri- 
angle films, and when this project | 
|} faded Stephen A. Lynch, who had | 
| been interested in the company, took 


|him to Atlanta to head the exploita- 
| tion department of Southern Enter- 
| prises, With the exception of a few 
| months when he ran a house in Ashe- 


| ville to gain practical experience, he | 
| } 4 . 
| ceeding Nate Blumberg, who resigned 


remained in charge of this work and 
| brought his divison to so high a point 
of efficiency that when Lynch 
his theatres to the _ then-forming 


Publix chain, Stewart was brought 
to New York to serve in a similar 
capacity. He remained with the 


Paramount enterprises until about 
| five years ago when decentralization 
resulted in the wiping out of all 
home-office services. Since then he | 
has been giving his attention to 
making pictures, chiefly seascapes, on 
a portable typewriter, using only the | 
regular characters. He brought the 
idea to a high state of perfection. 
He was with the Lord & Thomas 
advertising agency for a time. He 





N. Y., but was visiting at Long 
| Beach, Calif... at the time of his 
death. It was an annual winter trip 
to L. B. 


He was one of the best-informed 
advertising men in the picture busi- 
ness, making a study of the rules and 
principles, Frequently he was able 
to save his company from _ loss 
through suggesting the proper sales 
approach to a picture as when the 
version of ‘Magnolia,’ called ‘The 
Fighting Coward’ was booked on the 
circuit, He knew that both the play 
and an earlier film version had not 
only been a loss down south but in 
a few instances had led to riots. His 
managers were advised to sel] the 
picture as ‘the story of a 
boy, educated in the north. who came 
home to be made a man of.’ 
this advice was followed, the film 
played to gratifying receipts. In 
other spots, on the regular campaign, 
Jit was a dire failure south of the 
Mason & Dixon line. 

He is survived by a brother. 


Baiting Trap for ‘Rat’ 


Ntiread March 8. 

Although the cast for Warners 
‘Brother Rat’ will not go before the 
cameras until June 1, William Keigh- 
ley, who will direct, will join Jerry 
Wald and Richard Macauley on the 
script as soon as he finishes his cur- 
rent assignment, Kay Francis’ ‘Se- | 
crets of an Actress.’ 

Keighley will leave with a camera 
crew late in March for Virginia Mili- 
tary Institute, locale of the yarn, to 
make background shots. 


Getsman M-G Shorts Boss 


| Holly wii March 8. 
} " 

Jack Getsman has been elevated to 
production manager on all 














|short subjects nine by~ Jack 
io hertok. 

His first assignment is on ‘Snow 
|Gets In Your Eves,’ a two-reel musi- 
cal, 


_—s . —— 
| Her Big Moment 
Hollywood; March 8 
Campbell will share top 
| billing in Paramount's color produc- 
tion, ‘Men With Wings,’ with Fred 
|} MacMurray and Ray Milland. 

| Actress, now visiting her parents in 
Chicago, has been summoned back to 
Hollywood for makeup tests for her 


] 
role, 


; Louise 


sold | 
| Moss houses in 1921 as a booke1 


New Pix Rushed 
Out of L. A. To 
Dodge Tax Bite 


Hollywood, March 8. 
Most studios got past the flood 
barrier in shipping negatives out of 


(7). Metro probably hit the hardest 
with around a $40,000 bite on fou 
pictures. 20th-Fox paid around 
$38,000 on completed footage of six 
films. Warners had 11 on hand when 
revenooer called and got a stiff jolt. 
State collects $5 on each $100 of 
valuation. Paramount, Universal 
and RKO cleaned out their vaults 
Wanger was nicked for 
one. 

Although Los Angeles is still 
lated from _ transcontinental 
negatives were piled on 
and trucks and rushed to 
points on the fringe of the storm 
area, for eee to New York. 


‘JOHN O°CONNOR MADE 
RKO THEATRES’ G. M. 


1sO- 


train 





John O'Connor last week was con- 
firmed by Leo Spitz as v.p. and gen- 
eral manager of RKO theatres, suc- 
to become prez of Universal. 

He first came to the Keith-Proctor- 
. and 


in 1933 became chief buyer for the 


| circuit. 


| film booking department, 


Fred Myers becomes head of the 


while Max 


|Feldman moves up to assume Mvers’ 
old duties in teahntea 


| 


made his home at the Hotel Shelton, | 


southern | 


Where | 


| cartoon 
| Hollywood deal called for 








Los Angeles’ Slight 
Case of Submerger 


March 8 

Though apparent to everybody else 
that Los Angeles was having its 
worst storm in 60 years, the town’s 
radio announcers kept playing down 
the catastrophe and they even 
yanked Mayor Shaw in for a na- 
tional broadcast designed to calm 
the hopes of Florida. 

But when Wednesday night re- 
vealed a damage of $10,000,000 and 
so much rain that even 10,000 sa:lors 
couldn't get back to their ships, the 
boys little by little began to realize 
that they probably had the greatest 
storm in history, so the Chamber of 
Commerce moved in and claimed it. 


Hershfield Back to M-G 


Hollywood, 


Harry Hershfield, due on the Coast 
early this week, will enter the car- 
toon department of Metro under the 
three months arrangement. Assign- 
ment is supervisory in the metter of 
stories. Artist's original 
similar 


| activity but he was switched to other 


duties. 

While away Hershfield will con- 
tinue strip drawing for King Fea- 
tures from that end. 


Trumbo Out o’ Metro 


Hollywood, March & 


Dalton Trumbo has finished his 


| year’s writing contract with Metro, 


where he adapted his original, “One 
| Minute Alone,’ and leaves March 15 
| for New York to witness the unveil- 


| ing March 28 by the Theatre Guild 


Metro | 


| 


| Zanuck for 
| Fox ‘Four 


| Spotted 


based on 


, 


of ‘Simply Henry Hogg 
| his novel, ‘Washington Jitters 
He returns here after the opening 





BILL POWELL’S OP 
Hollywood, March & 
William Powell is recuperating 
after a major intestinal operation 
Actor, who has been ailing fer 
more than a year, will be away from 
the cameras for from six to eight 
weeks. 


oun — — —_ 


GREENE OPP HENIE 
Hollywood, March ¢ 

Richard Greene, London stage actor 
brought to America by Darryl 
a featured role in 20th- 
Men and a Prayer, hes 
nad his option lifted, and has been 
opposite Sonja Henie iP 
‘They Met in College.’ 

Roy Del Ruth will direct, with pre- 
duction to get under way late in 
April. 
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being ‘oppressive.’ 
With theatre divorcement, it 
limit. It’s for that 


the reason 


things stand. 





would be indie eat indie, and the sky’s 
hat 
lat 


+ 
A 
surprised the indie theatre ops don't 


Right now, 


yelp that they’re 


~ 


film 
how well they 


the home-office 
know 


execs 


are 


are off as 








N. D. Divorcement Now Set Back To 


June 1; U.S. Appeals Will Drag It Out 


——_-—— + 


Minneapolis, March 8 | 


result of 11th 

the Minnesota 
(Par) is assured of the continued 
enioyment of its 15 North Dakota 
theatres for probably several years 
at the least, regardless of the out- 
come of the suit to determine the 
eonstitutionality of the North Dakota 
divorcement law which prohibits 
producers and distributors of films 
from owning or operating theatres. 


hour develop- 
Amus. Co 


As 
ments, 


At the last minute the state of 
Worth Dakota decided not to con- 
test on March 7 the application of 
Paramount, the Minnesota Amus. 
Co. and the Associated American 
Amusement Co., plaintiffs in the 
federal court action, for a tempo- 


MAE WEST’S TERMS 


Weeks of Personals 
Par Star—Mostly 50-50 


Eight For 


Murray Feil of the Hollywood 


will extend for about eight weeks. 
Idea though is to get auditoriums 
with $30,000 or over possible ca- 
pacities, 

She splits 50% in almost every 


spot excepting the Broadway Para- 
mount or Loew’s State, depending on 





tary injunction to restrain enforce- | 


ment of the act. A stipulation signed 


by both sides sets the date for the | 


DIVORCEMENT 


hearing of the suit proper June 1, 
1938. This trial is to decide if the 
Jaw is valid and whether or not a 
permanent injunction shall issue to 
the plaintiffs to prohibit the state of 


North Dakota from carrying its pro- | 


visions into effect. The state of 


North Dakota, which will have the | 


and 
Na- 


@ssistance of Abram F. Myers 
L.. B. Schwartz, attornies for 
tional Allied States 
Allied in 


defending the 


and Northwest | 
law’s con- | 


+ 





branch of the William Morris agency, | 
traveling with Mae West, has been | 
picking the dates for her p.a.’s which 


| the last few months to arouse more 


which finally comes to terms. Cur-| 


rently in Cleveland, thence to Co-| 


lumbus and the Fox, St. Louis. 
Feil returns to the Coast this week 
after the Cleveland date. 





ALA STANDARD 
OIL C0.? 


@titutionality, has agreed that the} 
6tatus quo shall prevail until final 
@djudication of the case. 


This means that Publix will be 


permitted to retain its theatres until | 
the U. S. supreme court, if necessary, | 


Passes on the matter, inasmuch as 
both sides have made known they 
@re prepared to carry the case to the 
Bation’s highest tribunal. It is esti- 
@Mated that it will take several 
®onths, at the least, before trial of 
the case by three federal 


is forthcoming. 


@tages of appeals and the court ver- 
@icts ensue, 

National Allied States started its 
@€ampaign last year to get the vari- 
@us states to pass theatre divorce- 
Ment legislation, but was victorious 
only in North Dakota where North- 


west Allied led the fight. Plain- | 
tiffs in the present suit claim the 
law is unconstitutional because it 


would deprive them of their proper- 


ties without due process of law and | 


because it is discriminatory legisla- 
tion. The state of North Dakota 
contends that the law is justified be- 
€ause producer owned and 
trolled theatres exercise a virtual 
monopoly in the exhibvitiing field and 
have an unfair advantage over 
ee exhibitors in clearance, 
@ic. 


Coslow Leaving Par 


Hollywood, March 8. 
Sam Coslow, for nine years a 
member of Paramount's. clefting 
staff, will check off the lot when the 
contract expires April 1. 
Tunesmith is 
from two other majors. 


BACK FROM JUNGLES 
Hollywood, March 8. 

Clyde Elliott, en route home from 
the Mavlayan jungles, where he 
filmed ‘Booloo,’ will land in Seattle 
March 17 and then head for Holly- 
wood, 

Accompanying Elliott are Colin 
Tapley, who plays the lead in the 
animal adventure picture; Carl Ber- 
Ker, cameraman, and Zolian Kegl, 
sound engineer. 


court | 
judges is completed and a decision | 
Then much more | 
time must elapse before the various | 


con- | 


in- | 


now mulling offers, 


Disgusted with the spread of cir- 
cuit divorcement legislation and con- 
stant fanfare for the idea by inde- 
pendent interests, a new thesis of 
thought has developed among some 
major companies. Briefly, it is to 
dissolve circuit affiliations along the 
lines followed by the Standard Oil 
Co. in its segregation of holdings into 
seven or eight separate companies 
back in 1911, and permit full sway 
'for the newly created indie chains 
gainst independent exhibitors, 

Such theory, if followed to its nat- 
ural conclusion, would allow newly 
created independent chains to flour- 
ish unrestrained and wipe out any 
|favoritism or partial protection af- 
forded current indies in the matter 
of product, clearance, etc. 

Biggest drawback just now, if such 
a plan were followed on a national 
scale, would be the outlay, estimated 
at about $500,000, needed to set up 
separate corporations. Feeling with 
|certain officials is that cordial rela- 
tions still could be retained between 


fits and the major producer-distrib- 
utor. Whether the parallel with the 


lowed further presumably would de- 
pend on the wealth of the top official 
lin the major outfit. 

One of the industry’s biggest ex- 
lecutives recently came out  flat- 
footedly in favor of the divorcement 
| bills. 

‘Let them 


he said, 


the circuits.’ 
now connected with 
major production-distribution com- 
panies. I'm beginning to believe it 
would be a good idea to split a cir- 


break up 


fag 
ad 


|euit into a number of independent 
|outfits. This would throw them into 
i fullest competition with indies and 


leave it entirely up to them to fight 
their own battles. 

‘This would eliminate worry over 
present salving of indies and lean- 
ing over backwards to see that they 
are not mistreated on our circuit 
competition.’ 

In many instances present sub- 
sidiary circuit operators would be 
able to buy the control of the inde- 
{pendent circuit if broken up. 


| grades has slashed rentals to a point | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


20th-Fox’s 


|result that 


ee eee eee eee at 








BUTTER PIX 


Showmen Fear Indie Eat Indie 


New York showmen, by no means altruistic in advancing this argu- 
ment, are serious when they say that ‘theatre divorcement’ would 
probably be the worst thing for the independent theatres. 
under chain operation, at least the big circuits refrain from overly 
aggressive methods, because the indies might well 


—_—— + 


5 TURN TO. 
iUaT FILM 


Profitable Pace 
with Withers, Moto, Jones 
Family—All Plants Shop- 
ping for Teams to Speed 
Up Wickets— Dix, Holt 
Still Going Strong 


EXIT OF EPICS? 


———— 


aTUDIL 
‘LOW 





Hollywood, March 8 
Era of $2,000,000-plus screen epics | 
is speedily drawing to a close 
Hollywood bigwigs, their production 


appetites sated by an overdose of 
caviar-type films, are turning en- 
vious thoughts to their silent-day 


predecessors, who thrived on a diet 
of bread-and-butter pictures 
About-face after 10 years of 
steadily mounting costs is due prin- | 
cipally to the failure of too many of | 
the lavishly-budgeted attractions of | 


than lukewarm enthusiasm on the | 
part of the cash customers, with the 
it now takes two A’s to 
make up a dual bill that will drag 
them into the theatres in sectors 
populated by the more discerning. 
Doubling-up process on the high- 


where, should the idea continue to 
spread, producing companies won't | 
be able to craw] out from under the 
nut. Situation has already reached 


a point where the studio lads, who 
only a short while back would 
have been willing ‘to part with 
}an arm in order to have their 
}names linked with the making 
of a colossal, are now fighting for 
the chance to turn out a hit low- 
cost offering. With jobs scarce, 





| ‘Streets of Sorrow.’ 


the freshly created independent out- | 


even for production big shots, they 
prefer the smiles of the bankers to 
the latters’ frowns. 

Studio chifetains, after careful 
perusal of the industry’s history, are | 
unisoning the prayer, ‘Give us this 
day another Wally Reid or Clara 
Bow.’ Meanwhile, they are fever- 
ishly scanning player lists hopeful | 
of uncovering personalities offering | 
possibilities of development into 
name draws of sufficient strength to | 
pull in the customers sans the help | 

(Continued on page 18) 


N. Y. CENSORS MULL 
GARBO TRAVESTY PIC 


Albany, N. Y., March 8. 

The Board of Regents’ reviewing 
committee will take a look at ‘I Vant 
to Be Alone,’ a dialogued travesty of 
an old Greta Garbo silent vehicle, 
The latter was 
licensed on June 28, 1927. Talker 
version, made by Samjacques Corp., 
was thumbed down by Censor Irwin 
Esmond on the grounds that it would 
tend to corrupt public morals, ete. 











/Claimed that the synchronization of 
| chatter with action of the silent pic- 
Standard Oil break-up would be fol- | 


ture made it too hot. 
Talk that rejection of the dubbed 
burlesque had been ordered because 


| of its possible libelous nature is said 


to be without foundation. The 
tion picture division, under the Edu- 


mo- 


cation Law, is charged with the re- 
sponsibility of seeing that films 
which are indecent, immoral or in- 
citing to crime shall not be exhibited 


Does not concern itself with the libel 
angle. That is a thing for hich 
producer or producing company 1 
held responsible by the court 


the 


Whether the productio: 

company could still hold a small in- | 
terest in the operation would have | 
to be determined by developmen iP 


various States Howe a VO - 

tarv concerted move along these di- 

vorcement lines at present before 
iny more State divorcement la 

are passed would elin ite forced 
les of circuit prope S, 1 ill» 

done at a loss. 4 








ulver City Stealing a March 
On a Public Film Studio to Sate 


The Tourists; Permanent Expo 





Innocent Party 


William K. Howard 


back 
from a year of directing in 
British studios, is en route to 


his Ohio home town to visit his 
mother, 

He threw a gala cocktailery 
at ‘21’ last week to welcome 
his N. Y. and Hollywood friends 
sojourning in the eastern 
tor. .What makes this brawl 
newsworthy is that it was an 
entirely ‘innocent’ party 
ard has no pictures in release 
or about to be released. 


secCe- 


Hiow- 





| Commission to 








HWOOD AGENTS 


COMISH SUITS 
CONTINUE 


Hollywood, March 8. 


Power of the California Labor 
sit as arbitrator of 
disputes between agents and clients 


received another nod in its favor 


| last week when superior court con- 


firmed the award handed down by 





| 


the labor body in favor of William | 


Stephens on representation contract 


| breached by Robert Kent, actor 


Stephens had petitioned the su- 
perior court for confirmation of the 
$1,600 award and asked that judg- 
Actor 


ment be entered against Kent 


| pal 


had been given 10 days in which to} 


file an appeal of the Labor Com- 
mission's decision, but failed to take 


| the step. 


labor 
body's 


Judical sanction of the 
bureau decision okays that 
right to assess damages against 
future, speculative earnings which 
the injured party would have 
ceived under unexpired term of a 
contract. 

Labor Commission’s 
favor of Stephens allowed agent 
$1,000 in estimated damages on com- 
missions that would have been due 
for the balance of the breached con- 
tract, and $600 actual damages fo! 
earned commissions. 

Buck Jones has been cited before 
the State Labor Commission on a 
petition filed by the H. E. Edington- 
F. W. Vincent agency, which is ask- 
ing $21,800 on the ground that sage- 


| City 


decision in'| 


| studios. 


Hollywood, March 8 
Ha ng lost out in it aitempt to 
get the name of ‘Hollywood,’ C 
City is going out seriously this time 


to cater to all the tourists who ca 

et into studios. Town has acquired 
14 acres adjoining Metro, or as 
Blaine Walker, president-manager of 
the Culver City Chamber of Com- 
merce, puts it, ‘adjacent to and in the 


ery shadows of the great Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer studio 

The setup is at present titled The 
snternational Exposition of 


Motto 
Picture Arts and Sciences, a n 

profit California corporation, but is 
not expected to be ready to handle 


the peak loads of the Shriner and 
American Legion conventions this 
ummer, 

Idea of permanent peep-show is 


yeing sold to citizens of Culver Cit 
on the grounds that the 
should bring in enough dough fron 
visitors to make Culver City a tax- 
free community. This especially 
would appeal to studio workers 

If a mal:e-believe studio 
make-believe pictures could attract 
enough peasants to pay all taxes 
that would make Culver City the 
Monte Carlo of California. The idea 
has set the town so much on fire 
that they are calling in Zack Farmer, 
who ran the San Diego Exposition 
and the Olympi: Games when held 
in Los Angeles, as well as the art 
directors at the various studios, 

Mike Tellefsen, city attorney, has 
tipped the committee off to the fact 
that the exposition, being a munici- 
project, may be placed on the 
preferred list for Federal funds 
meaning that Culver City may du 
50° of the rap for construction of 
buildings and landscaping of the 
grounds, 

By No Means the ‘Centre’ 

Only ‘out’ at present is that Culver 
is by no means the centre of 
motion picture production. The town 
produces close to one half of the 
pictures made in the Hollywood area, 


exposition 


making 


> 


, 


| but Paramount is nearer to being the 
re- 


hub of the industry’s wheel. 
Within a few miles of Paramount 
are the following studios: RKO, Co- 
lumbia, United Artists, 20th Century- 
Fox’s Western Avenue studios, Grand 
National, B. P. Schulberg Produc- 
tions and several smaller studios. 
At Culver City, which is 10 miles 
away from Paramount, are Metro 
Selznic'. International, and Hal Roach 
From Culver City to the 


| Warner studio is a jump of 20 miles, 


brusher walked out cn an unexpired | 


managerial contract without just 
cause. Amount asked is the heaviest 
involved in an agency-client action 
in recent years. 

Rosalind Russell is asked to pay 
$31,145 in a complaint filed by the 


Small agency for commission. Peti- 
tion states the actress started at 
$350 weekly and now earns $1,000, 


plus a $250 bonus weekly. 

Actress is charged with terminat- 
ing her five-year contract three 
years after it was signed. 


Tough! 
Hollywood, March 8 
Mother, 72, of Edward Man: 

Metro studio executive, died 
7 in Fort Lee, N. J.. making the third 
death in his immediate famils 
four month His fat 
iway a month ago at their Je 
home. 


Mannix’s 


he pa ead 


wife was killed in ; 
auto accident at Palm Springs la 
November. 


‘Alexander’s’ Sour Note 


Hollywood, March #% 
Production on ‘Alexande “wa Ra 
me Band’ at 20th-Fox was tied up 
Tonday (7) due to illne 0 
ads, Alice Faye and Tyrone Po 


’ 


Both down with colds. 


sO imagine the taxi rap of the peasant 
who shows up at the Warner lot 
(Continued on page 21) 


NICK JOY TO RE-CREATE 


‘DAUGHTER’ ROLE AT WB 


Nicholas Joy, featured in the tour- 
ing ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ at 
the Forrest, Philly, is under contract 
at $1,000 a week to do the same part 
n the Warner Bros. film version of 


the show. Ticket carries an option 
for another picture in 1939 if the 
tudio likes him, It will be Jo3’s 


irst film stint. 


Actor plans a European vacation 


ifter ‘Daughter’ winds up its tour, 
vhich will probably be in May His 
Hollywood commitment is marked 
for September. After that he'll re- 
turn to Broadway. 
Metro Holds Leonard 
Hollywood, Mare 5 
Ie‘ro ha taken u directo: 
. ert Z. Le ird’s opt ind 
Ac e For Three his fir 
yicture der the new deal. Jean 
MacDonald and Ne 1 Edd 
tarred. 
H 1 ¥ mett Rove ind Fiver. 
Bre in are writing the 
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| 
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Ushers Could Ush in Canoes This Wk. 


At Lefty's Calif. Shooting Gallery. 





By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal., March 8. 
Dear Joe: 

I don’t know who it was that said ‘it never rains but it pours,’ but Ill 
bet it was a Californian: because it sure rained here for a week. No doubt, 
you've been reading in the papers about the floods out here; well, it used 
this town to kinda break its jump. It left Coolacres looking like a deserted 
movie set. Overnight we had about four feet of water in the theatre, I 
wish the customers would come into the house as fast as the wate! did. 
The place looked like a boat house. 

I was gonna open up with an idea of having the ushers show the cus- 
tomers to their seats in canoes, and after the show allow the kids to use 
the place for a swimming pool and let them dive off the balcony. But 
when I took a look at the picture they sent me I gave up all ideas of 
opening up, because they would have lynched me. The picture was all 
about the Dust Bowl and the newsreels showed nice sunshiny weather in 
Florida. The only one near-happy about the floods is the janitor, because 
it saves him from sweeping out. 

Aggie and me have been using life preservers for nightgowns. I put on 
boots and me and Vic went around town in a boat to help anybody we 


could. We got to some people that lived in the valley that were stranded | 


and we brought ’em some food and blankets, but there was nobody hurt 
and everybody was taking it good naturedly. You can’t keep those Cali- 
fornians down. They started talking about how much work this will give 
a lot of people fixing things up again, 


It’s gonna cost me plenty,too, but me and Aggie are tickled that nothing | 


serious happened, and that we don’t mind the dough it’s gonna cost to 
clean up. I will say one thing though, if I had any idea we were gonna 
have a flood I'd ’a’ kept the old seats in the theatre. We were worried 
most about Jr., but he is in great shape and can cry longer and louder 
than a Wall Street broker. 

Digging Into the Trunk 


The weather has kept me indoors nearly all of the time, so I went up 
to the attic and started cleaning out an old trunk of mine just to kinda 
kill time, and boy, I run across stuff that kinda made me feel like packing 
up and starting on a route. I came across some old programs with names 
like Walter Weems, The Briants, J. C. Nugent, Eddie Leonard and the Foley 
Boys, Margaret Young, Stuart Barnes, Walter C. Kelly, Stella Mayhew and 
Billie Taylor, Conlin, Steele and Carr, The Dooleys. 


When I run across the name of Patsy Doyle, who you know, was a) 


great comic and dancer, I remembered the time he was sitting reading a 
paper in the old White Rats Club and the page boy came through paging 
‘Jim Thornton.’ Patsy looked up from his paper and in that squeaky voice 
of his said, ‘He’s outta print.’ And speaking about Thornton, who has 
pulled many a nifty, I remember the time in a small house in Pennsyl- 
vania when a punk kid of a manager told Jim that his act was offensive. 
Thornton gave him one of those looks of his and said, ‘Young man, if you 
knew the definition of the word offensive you would lock yourself in a 
room and not come out for a week.’ 

Harry Fox and the Millership Sisters...what an act! Remember when 
Florrie Millership kissed him in the act and Fox would look at the audi- 
ence and say, ‘And my father wanted me to learn a trade.’ Johnny Stanley 
and Stella Tracy brought back the time when Chesterfield asked Johnny 
would he play third base for the N. V. A. team, and Johnny said, ‘Sure, 
how big a jump is it?’ And when Martin Beck met Stanley and said, ‘I 
heard you was dead, Johnny.’ ‘No, said Johnny, ‘they wouldn’t pay me 
the dough.’ What a wise cracker he was! 

Then I run across names like Tate’s ‘Motoring,’ Charlie Case, Walter 
Brower, Julius Tannen, Long and Cotton. Which reminded me the time 
they were playing a dump in Connecticut and he asked the property man 
for a fireplace. Near matinee time props came in to Nick Long and sed, 
‘I can't get you a fireplace, but I can get you a nice big oil stove.’ I ran 
across names like Lillian Shaw, Rae Samuels, Belle Baker, Sophie Tucker, 
Emma Carus, Nora Bayes. What singles! I dug up a picture of old Mike 
Shea from Buffalo which reminded me of the time a single woman on the 
bili said to him, ‘Mr. Shea, your audience seems to like me,’ and Mike sed, 
‘Don't let ’em kid you, they’re cheering your dressmaker.’ I found old 
contracts from the Mozart Circuit, Wilmer and Vincent, Sullivan and 
Considine, Ackerman and Harris Death Trail, Bert Levy Circuit, the Pan 
time with its memories of the 50c. supper money, and the Gus Sun time, 
with the 10c. jumps. They had enough time those days to even keep a 
bad act working steady. Aggie and me talked about all those great artists 
until early in the morning. I guess if we didn’t have Jr. and the theatre, 

and if we were a little younger it wouldn’t take much to get us out troupe- 
ing again, that is, if there was places to troupe, and if we could meet those 
kinda people again. Aggie tied up all the stuff with a ribbon and put it 
back in the trunk, saying, ‘Well, we may not be able to leave the kid any 
dough but we'll leave him this stuff to show him we were no punks.’ 
Well, give my best to the boys and girls. and tell ’em that the Sun 
Worshippers have an easy time of it in California these days, sez, 
Your pal, 
LEFTY. 


P.S.—Billy Rose of the Casa Manana sez, ‘The only men that are doing IN 


business on a large scale these days are the coal dealers.’ 


Court Relieves Amb 
Picts, Now Under 77B, 
Of $165,000 Talents 


Hollywood, March 8. 





PRODUCERS-CREDITORS 





Hollywood, March 8. 





cost Ambassador Pictures, Inc 





of the U. S. district court. Company | pany. 


under 77B of the bankruptcy act. dor, Douglas MacLean Productions 


Players whose agreements, signed | Ben F. Zeidman Productions, Bud. ‘ae: 
when Maurice Conn, prexy, had | Barsky, Boots and Saddles Produc- 
plans for production expansion, were | tions (Ed Finney), Al Herman, Eu- 
May Robson, | gene Frenke, Ray Friedgen and An- 


terminated include 
Grace Bradley, Wynne Gibson, Lyle 
Talbot, Cyril McLaglen, Gene Aus- 
tin, Candy and Coco, Lois Lindsay. 
Jack LaRue, Donald Novis, Molly} be selected by Condor’s trustee 
Lamont. Guinn Williams, Robert Local federal court 
Warwick, Ricardo Cortez, Frankie| Grand National's contract with Pr 
Darro, Kane Richmond and Benja-| Goldstone for release 
mine Lichtenfeld, ‘Renfrew’ features. 


drew Stone. 





'any deals to date. 


TO CO-OP ON GN’S 778 


Former Grand National producers 
have formed a participating commit- 
Talent contracts that would have|tee to work in conjunction with the | Organization 
creditors committee on the 77B re- 
$165,000 have been revoked by order | organization of the distributing com- 
Meeting to name board was 
is now undergoing a reorganization | attended by representatives of Con- 


Representatives selected are Mac- 
Lean and Zeidman, with a third to 


approved 


of his three 
Deal is one of 








| For Scripting Only 
| 


Hollywood, March 8. 
Writers at Metro lost their 
time secretaries when 
studio heads ordered the gals 
to the general stenographic de- 
partment. Scribblers were said 
to be using the Remington 
pounders to handle their race- 
track bets and the family shop- 
ping. 

Hereafter the gals will be on 
call only when actually needed 








on scripting duty. 


Talley to Head 
20th's Shorts 
Prods. in N. Y. 


In produsing its own shorts start- 
ing with delivery of 1938-39 season’s 
product, 20th-Fox will make an un- 
determined number of briefies at 
studio quarters which are being 
| provided in the building housing the 
| Fox-Movietone newsreel over on 10th 
avenue, near the h.o. There will 
be no two-reelers, according to pres- 
}ent plans. Company has discussed 
| the shorts lineup in only a prelimi- 
| nary manner, with exact schedule to 
be set up later. 


Truman Talley, editor-in-chief of 
the newsreel, will be in charge of 
production. He will continue in 
charge of F-M operations at the same 
time, 


Educational, which has been dis- 
tributing through 20th for five years, 
washes up as this season’s (1937-38) 
commitments are filled. E. W. Ham- 
mons is negotiating for other re- 
leasing channels but has not set on 
Twentieth-Fox 
sold as well as physically distributed 
the Hammons’ shorts product, 


CRAWFORD MAY GO TO 
ENGLAND FOR M-G FILM 


Hollywood, March 8. 

Metro will decide this week 
whether Joan Crawford or Maureen 
| O'Sullivan will be sent to England 
| to play opposite Robert Donat in its 
production of ‘The Citadel,’ which 
King Vidor will direct. Production 
is scheduled to get under way May 1. 

Al Lichtman will leave here April 
1 for New York, from where he will 
sail for London, to remain there un- 
til the picture is finished. 











| 
| 














Schubert Rhapsodizing 
Postal Telly for Films 


Deal has been negotiated with the 
| Postal Telegraph Co. authorizing 
Bernard §S. Schubert of Hollywood 
to write a script on the history of 
| the company. Story will feature the 
| life of John Mackay, father of Clar- 
|ence Mackay and grandfather of 
| Elin Mackay (Mrs. Irving) Berlin 
but latter angle will not be featured. 
| Emphasis will be on life of John 
proce 4 Irish immigrant who be- 
|came head of the company, and the 
| laying of the first trans-Atlantic 
cable. Rivalry between Postal and 
Western Union will be touched on. 
Deal was set for Schubert by his 
nephew Bernard L. Schubert, in 
|N. Y. with Phillips Lord office. 
| Stated that RKO is negotiating for 





-, purchase of the script, currently be- 


|ing written. 





Int’! Cinema’s Profit 


Hollywood, March 8. 
International Cinema, Inc., indie 
film laboratory now undergoing re- 
under 77B, showed a 
net profit of $1,827 for the period be- 
tween Jan. 15 and Feb. 26, according 
to a report filed by Andrew C. Sny- 
, der, trustee, to U. S. district court. 
Snyder's statement revealed that 
for the period totaled $18,558, 
with a yvross profit of $3,887 before 
cecuction of selling and administra- 
ton € ¥ Pence, 








¢ ; - / 
€ first undertaken by GN, now 
os Z inder Tib, to keep the 
iste. outht moving 
Peer frey are budgeted at around 
$25, (4 Jarnes New. ll in the 
€ _f 
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The Gals’ Eye View = 


By Marian Squire 





‘Merrily We Live’ Synthetic Mirth 

‘Merrily We Live’ is an excellent example of the subtle difference be. 
tween inspired lunacy and carefully manufactured nonsense. This falls in 
the latter class. Film has its moments with Alan Mowbray’s indignant 
| buttling and Billie Burke’s gentle vagueness, but on the whole its humor 
is studied and self-conscious. 

Brian Aherne is attractive and natural, but Constance Bennett tackleg 
the job of being funny with an air of smug satisfaction and an awareness 
of being terribly cute about the whole thing. Usually Miss Bennett has a 
distinctive arrogance, beyond mere affectation. But in this opus she 
tiounces, shrugs, pouts, tosses her well-groomed head, swaggers boyishly 
and generally trots out all the ‘cute’ tricks in the book. 

She wears a variety of clothes from tailored slacks to softly feminine 
evening things. Of the latter, one gown is white Grecian drape with front 
fullness, and another is white crepe with cross-draped bodice and sequin 
bands down the sides of the skirt 

Billie Burke is fiuffy with a ruffled transparent morning coat over satin 
sheath, a satin Dirndl] with neck and sleeves banded in fur, and a black 
sequin bolero frock with a huge velvet flower at the throat. 

Ann Dvorak doesn’t fare so well with the wardrobe, drawing a bulky 
evening gown of stiff upholstery’ fabric, mediaeval style, with long sleeves 
fitted at the wrist and enormously puffed at the shoulders. 








‘Bringing Up Baby’ a la Keystone 

‘Bringing Up Baby’ is a series of Keystone chassis falls, in which Kathe 
arine Hepburn and Cary Grant determinedly carry on just as though the 
picture were as funny as it was intended to be. Situations are telegraphed 
in the naive manner of the old time cop who pointed to himself, to the 
approaching danger, and then leaped into air to make certain the idea had 
penetrated. Complications are plugged, stretched, overdone and wrung 
dry of possibilities before they are finally relinquished. 

Miss Hepburn goes about the business of being cute and fluttery with a 
competent air, which seems to say that it’s an awfully odd thing for her to 
be doing, but as long as she’s in it, she’s in with both feet. But all the rufe 
fles, draped on the habitually tailored Miss Hepburn, can’t make her look 
scatter-brained. Cary Grant is resolutely energetic and even less cone 
vincing as a serious professor led from quiet paths by a giddy girl. 

Competent people like May Robson, Charlie Ruggles and Walter Catlett 
do the best they can under heavy odds, but the only member of the cast 
seeming completely happy is the wire-haired ‘Asta’ of ‘Thin Man’ fame. 

The assumption in the film is that if one fall is funny, 20 falls will add 
that much more to the hilarity. Miss Hepburn takes most of her flops in 
a white circular cut dinner dress with beruffled bodice. She looks best in 
her last outfit—a short black umbrella skirt dress and wide-brimmed bon- 
net with flowing chenille-dotted veil. 

Music Hall’s Colorful World Cruise 

Radio City stage goes on a world cruise, the ballet in flowing white 
gowns, carrying garlands in their hands and vases on their heads, to repe 
resent Greece. Dance to the vocalizing of Edwina Eustis, who sings on 
the elevated stage in brightly colored costume. 

‘Morocco’ has a street scene of strollers in bright native drapes, and a 
genuine burro, as an audience for the tumbling Six Danwills. The Glee 
Club sings in ‘Italy,’ with an imposing ‘Coliseum by Moonlight’ setting. 

For the closing the orchestra goes on a tour of its own, platform rising 
from the pit, crossing stage and rising to become the upper deck of the 
‘cruise ship.’ Very effective bit of maneuvering. Stage becomes the lower 
deck with couples dancing, girls wearing satin evening gowns of various 
colors. The aerial Kimris’ work on a miniature airplane arrangement, high 
enough to bring satisfying gasps from the audience. 

Rockettes wind up in exaggerated sailor outfits. White trousers cut full 
circular, short navy blue bellhop jackets, and blue and white caps. 





CANTOR’S NEXT PIC UP 


In N. Y. For Air Start — Jack 
Osterman on Writing Staff 


Igor Seasieds Wins 
Only 4 Cents Damage 
Suit for Profane’ ‘Bird’ 








Eddie Cantor is running between 
‘White Horse Inn’ and ‘Pins and 
Needles’ as his next 20th-Fox filmusi- 
cal. Darryl Zanuck wired the com- Paris, March 1, 
edian that he made an offer of| Igor Stravinsky's $10,000 damage 
$100,000 to Harry M. Warner for|/Suit against Warner Bros. in the 
‘White Horse,’ but Cantor favors the} French courts for ‘profane’ use of 
idea of buying the ‘P&N’ title from|his “The Firebird’ in the picture of 
the Labor Stage, and utilizing as a;}the same name brought him one 
theme the foreman of a dress firm|frane. That's under 4c. Suit was 
who becomes stagestruck, due to the | filed in local courts last June but 
click of ‘Pins and Needles.’ The rest | judges refused to give a decision un- 
would have to be a 100% original. | til they had seen the picture. 

Cantor meantime is prolonging his After seeing the film several times 
N. Y. stay until his new Camel radio |in a house near the Third Chamber 
show, which starts March 28, gets|of the Civil Tribunal of the Seine, 
rolling. the three judges agreed that the film 

Jack Osterman signed on last week | had been taken from a Hungarian 
as one of Cantor’s radio scripters.|ballet also called the ‘Firebird,’ 
Comedian plans taking Osterman to! which Stravinsky knew nothing 
Hollywood for film authoring later | about. They stated, however, that 
on, since Stravinsky had sold his music 
to Warners he gave the producers 


. ° tl ‘igh pe 4 e 
Singing on the Beat it. right to do as they pleased with 


Stravinsky's biggest objection was 
that the most stirring part of his 

Deal is on for the return of Phi) | ?'°S® The Infernal Dance,’ was 
Regan to Warners, where he got his | mixed up with an old Vienese waltz. 
screen start. Burbank studio wants \Judses agreed this had been done 
him for title role in ‘The Singing | #"4 that it was not exactly the 
Cop,’ which was purchased three | treatment which such music as Stra- 
years ago and recently revamped as |“!"Sky’s should be given. They 
a possible yarn for Dick Foran. Regan thereiore awarded him one franc and 
has been at Republic for the past | te moral victory. 
year, | Unappeased by this, Stravinsky 

Phil Regan’s two sons, Joseph, 13, | immediately set to work to file an- 
and Phil, Jr., 11, are being tested by Other suit, this time for one france 
David O. Selzrick for roles in sup- | less than the $10,000, in an effort to 
port of Tommy Kelly and Ann Gillis | set all that he thinks is due him 
in Selznick-International’s forthcom- | for ‘vulgar’ application of his music. 














Hollywood, March 8. 


ing ‘Heartbreak Town.’ as he termed the scene in which 
Producer summoned .ne boys after | his music is used as an aid to seduc- 
studying Regan family group photo | tion. 


printed in a Los Angeles newspaper. 











Scripter for ‘Traveler’ 
Hollywood, March 8. 

George Arthur, who will produce 
‘Arkansas Traveler’ for Paramount, 
has signed Jack Cunningham to do 
the script. 

Picture will feature Bob Burns and 
Martha Raye, 


‘BLACKWELL'S’ STARTER 


Hollywood, March 8. 
Warners has set March 11 as the 
tarting date for ‘Blackwell's Island.’ 
which will have John Litel in the 
featured spot 
Lew Seiler dir>cts. 
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ovietonews Starts Unit Production 
Idea in a Move to Cut Down the Nut 


—_—_—_——— 7 


4 


With production outlay pared to 
the bone, newsreel companies pres- 
ently are reported inclining more 
and more towards the unit produc- 


tion idea now being employed by 
Movietonews, Paramount at one time 


was considering the plan but finally 
vetoed it, apparently because of the 
initial outlay necessary to put it into 
operation. However, its possibilities 
are being explored as a means of 
establishing newsreels regularly in 
the black. 

Main idea of unit producing for 
newsreels is the division of each 








issue into four or more departments. 
Advantage is that it enables execu- 
tives to maintain fixed costs of oper- 
ation in all excepting one depart- 


ment: that which is devoted to live | 


news 

Seiup calls for splitting newsreel 
activities into sports division, one for 
publicizing feature pro- 
( and another for humor. 
Only wide variation in costs is in 
division where football 
usually runs up expenditures. 


fashions or 


lucers Stars, 


the sports 


But this alignment leaves only ac- | 


tual spot news coverage as the sole 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


unit on which the producers have to | 


gamble 


fourth of total footage, it 
down the chance of going overboard 
on costs. Generally the newsreel has 
to shoot 
footage as actually is accepted in 
finished news stories. But with other 
divisions taking care of a specified 
amount of reel space, this risk is 
materially reduced. 

Some newsreel executives, under 
the present method, figure that near- 
ly the entire reel is a gamble on 
cost. Thus the newsreel may have 
all but about 100 feet filled with 
news events two days before going 
to press when two or three major 
items break, such as a big explosion- 
fire in N. Y., floods in California or 
finding of a missing airplane. All 
must be handled, with heavy out- 
lay for film, cameramen and other 
expenses despite the fact that vir- 
tually enough material already had 
been set in the reel. 

Another factor that focuses atten- 
tion on the battle of newsreels to 
ket their operations in the black is 
the fixed cost on negatives. This 
runs from $9,000 to $15,000 weekly. 
Newsreel boys have this figure fac- 
ing them on each issue no matter 
how much is spread out on coverage 
of news. It's another reason why 
some are leaning towards splitting 
up the reel into departments. 


ONE LAWYER TO ACT IN 


6 ANTI-LOEW’S SUITS 


With six diferent minority stock- 
holder group actions already started 
against Loew's, Inc., and individual 
directors seeking to enjoin them 
from recently voted bonuses, argu- 
ment will be heard next Friday (11) 
in N. Y. supreme court as to which 
attorneys will conduct the litigation. 
Presently there are so many legal 
lights representing various stock- 
holder groups that decision on one 
attorney will have to be made. 

Suits against Loew’s and directors 
of company seek to enjoin certain 
contracts with employes in which 


four or five times as much | 


| 
Because, as a general rule, 
this will make up only about one- 
narrows | 





| 
| 


| 


} 
| 











large bonuses and raises were voted | 


it the stockholder meeting this year 
Formerly such a large bonus setup 
was confined to only a few, accord- 
ng to those fighting the bonus line- 
up 

Attitude of minority groups is that 
such heavy bonus distributions will 
lepvive them of dividend payments. 





Fowler’s ‘Chicage Earl’ 


Hollywood, March 8. 
David O. Selznick has signed Gene 
Fowler to write the screen play for 
‘The Earl of Chicago,’ from the novel 
Y¥ Brock Williams. 
. Production is scheduled to start 
fate in April. 





Sponsored Legit 


National 


templating 


advertisers are con- 
invasion of legit as 
a medium of product promotion 
for the first time if an idea by 
the Publicity Corp. of America 
materializes Tentative plans 
call for the presentation of 
plays at a scale much lower 
than current legit prices, hence 
sponsors anticipate large audi- 
ences for a new type of direct 
commercial plug which will 
recompense them for their 
financial aid. 

Subsidization would benefit 
the theatre by replacing Holly- 
wood coin, which has been 
most meagre this the 
promoters ballyhoo. 


season, 











50. AFR. WANTS 
H'WOOD NAMES 


Cherniavsky, concert man- 
South Africa and Australia, 
York looking for talent 
for touring next winter and sum- 
mer. Plans to remain in the east 
until May, when he will go to the 
Coast, then probably proceed to 


Alex 
ager in 
is in New 


South Africa to prepare the ground | 


for the artists. 

Tours will be skedded for South 
Africa for the winter of 1938-39, 
figuring on about six weeks of dates 
in approximately eight cities. Ar- 
tists will then be jumped to Aus- 
tralia, playing there an _ indefinite 
number of months. Cherniavsky is 
now dickering with Ramon Novarro 
and would like to sign Eddie Cantor 
for the tour. Figures the Cantor 
deal is just an outside possibility, 
however. Wants about four 
names for the tour. 


Saenger Mobile Mgr. 
Held by G-Men on E. Y. 


Richards’ Extortion 


———— 


New Orleans. March 8. 

Rove McCleod, 32, of Mobile, Ala., 
confessed to FBI agents that he was 
the man who sent threatening letters 
to E. V. Richards, head of Saenger 
Theatres, it was revealed here Mon- 
day (7). McCleod, manager of the 
Empire theatre, admitted threatening 
damage to the Saenger theatres un- 
less Richards refrained from dismiss- 
ing two girl cashiers at the Mobile 
theatre, FBI officials saids McCleod 
also ordered Richards to raise girls’ 
salaries ‘about $5 a weck, agents 
said. Note was signed ‘the boys.’ 

He told G-nien he feared the gir 
were going to be dismissed and that 
he was in love with one of them. 
Federal men worked on case seven 
months. During that time McCleod 
was promoted from employee to 
manager of the Mobile house. 

He was arraigned before VW. S 
Commissioner and_ placed 
bond on extortion charges. 


Rudy’s Pic Finished 


March 8. 


Te 
is 


undel 


Hollywood, 


Final scenes for Warners ‘Gold 
Diggers in Paris,” which stars Rudy 
Vallee. have been completed and 
sent to the cutting room 

tay Enright directed the picture, 
with Busby Berkeley responsible for 
the dance numbers, 

CLOSE ENOUGH 
Hollywood, March 8 
John Boles is moving over to Uni- 


versal for the lead in ‘Halfway to 
Saanghai,’ Ken G yidsmith’s first as a 
U producer. 

Louis Stevens screen 
play from Harold Buckley's original 


yarn 


wrote the 


or five 


ADMEN OGLING 


+ seihtininciing 


ENVISION NEW 
BALLY OUTLET 





Growth of Sponsored Films 
| and Two-Minute Ad 
| Trailers Appeals to Ad- 
| vertising Agencies as an 
| Important Exploitation 
| Medium Newspapers 
| 
| 
| 


Combining to Nip It in 


the Bud 


‘FILM BIZ FROWNS ON IT 


Spread of sponsored films and 
outright advertising subjects on the 


theatre screens, thus far confined 
largely to 2-minute trailers, has 
reached such proportions that vari- 


ous factions in the film and news- 
paper fields are mulling plans to 
curb it. Favoring the continued 


spread of commercial pictures into 
entertainment houses are advertis- 
ing agencies and sponsored film pro- 
ducers who envision the screen as a 
new advertising medium. 


Industry leaders have been aware 
of the trend from several sources. 
First came in January when some 
16 advertising men and a few the- 
atre executives announced they had 


accepted membership in a newly 
formed National Advisory Council 
for Screen Advertising. 

After this confab, it was an- 


nounced that it had been set up by 
Alexander Film Co. and the chair- 
man of General Screen Advertising, 
Inc. Latter controls Alexander 
Film, distributors of advertising films 
and most active of late in handling 
the 90-second and 2-minute screen 


subjects. General Screen’s biggest 
rival is regarded as Screen Broad- 
casts, a New Orleans outfit, func- 


tioning more in the south but re- 
puted to have more general theatre 
coverage than the former. 

Inroads already made and in pros- 
pect by the ad film on the enter- 
tainment screen tipped also by steps 
taken by advertising agencies. One 


laid on its desk a report showing 
'that five national ad agencies al- 
ready have set up film departments 
and that possibly 12 others had made 
prelim investigations to such a step. 

Startling feature of this report is 
'the fact that many advertising com- 
panies now consider pictures as a 
great medium of advertising. Also 


that films ordinarily not rated as a | 


selling medium for products in the 
last four years had come to be re- 


garded by business men as an im- 
portant part of their program. 
These developments were fol- 


lowed late in January by the revela- 
tion that U. S. Steel's ambitious 
three-film program, carried out 
under the direction of Batten, Bar- 
ton, Durstine & Osborn agency, was 
nearing completion. Entire enter- 
prise, considered the most elaborate 
of its kind ever undertaken, will set 
back Big Steel $250,000 in produc- 
tion costs alone. 


Onc-reel, destined for theatrical 
distribution, is counting on a mini- 
mum audience of 11,000,000. An- 


other picture of four reels, thus far 
scheduled only for non-theatricals 
and company use, also may be given 
a fling with some exhibitors. Third 
film, which is feature length and not 
in Technicolor the two, 
will find its way into few theatrical 
accounts. Singer & Byrne, repre- 
sentatives of Screen Broadcasting in 
the east, is reported scheduled to 
act as distributors for the three U 
S. Steel pictures. 

Still a fourth indicator of the 
velopment bs 
on the theatre screen is 
the growth of two producers located 
in New York. What is 
two is applicable to many 
vertising picture 
midwest and on the Coast West 
Coast Sound Studios, in Manhattan 
though in operation only during the 
last already has turned 
out commercial subjects for 16 or 17 
(Continued on page 21) 


like other 


mente 
commerciai pictur 


revealed in 


true of these 
ad- 


nroducers in the 


other 


two years, 


industry organization recently had | 
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Ask Naming of Pic Exec as Contact 


~ For Actors Guild and Labor Crafts: 
All May Be Dumped in Casey's Lan 





Elaborate Comm’! Short 


Announced plans of Caravel 
Distributing Corp., which un- 
veiled its ‘Boy Meets Dog,’ 
technicolor cartoon comedy ad- 
vertising one-reel film, claims 
the picture will open in Phila- 
delphia, Washington, Harris- 
burg, Pittsburgh, Baltimore and 
Erie, Pa., on April 1. Com- 
pany is promising a publicity- 
advertising staff to bally films 
Claims to have booked the film 
with many circuits. 

Short was made for the Ipana 


account of Bristol-Myers Co., 
being based on comic. strip 
character ‘Reg’lar Fellers.’ 
Walter Lantz, creator of Uni- 
versal’s ‘Oswald the Rabbit,’ 


rank Churchill, 
composer of music for ‘Snow 
' White,’ did the musical num- 
| bers, orchestra. directed by 
Nathaniel Shilkret. Picture is 
an ambitious effort, being 90% 
entertainment with only about 
30 seconds, flash of billboard, 
being outright advertising of 
product. 


directed. 











BROWNE-CASEY 


Hollywood, March 8 
Appointment of an out 
i film executive as 
for the Screen 
crafts is 


will be 


tanding 
producer 
Actors Guild 
in the makin« 
made by major 
soon as a decision is 
by the National 
Board on petition of the Screen 
Writers Guild for an election of 
iscribblers to select a bargaining 
| representative. 


contact 
and all 

Move 
studios as 
handed down 
Labor Relations 


labor 


Majority of producer avree all 


labor negotiations hould be 
office Only dif- 
opinion is whether all 
should be diverted to Pat 
| Casey and his office enlarged to 
handle situation, or a new 
pointee selected. In latter event ne- 
rotiations would be divided between 
Casey and new contact, with latter 
handling creative crafts, which in- 
clude actors, directors, writers, et al. 
At present time 
being handled by 
Beetson, 


COlh- 
centrated in 
ference in 

deals 


one 





aD- 


negotiations are 
Casey, Fred W. 
secretary-treasurer of the 
Association of Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers, Inc., and at least two spe- 
cial producer committees. Beetson 
has been acting as contact for SAG, 
with actors also negotiating adjust- 
|}ments with a producer committee 
| eee by E. J. Mannix. 

Screen Directors Guild, before 
| breaking off relations with producers 
}and appealing to NLRB, was ne- 

with a producer commit- 


by Darryl F. Zanuck 


| gotiating ‘ 
|tee headed y . 
| ® ® Tops admit situation is not a satis- 


George FE. Browne, president of 
the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees, is due in 
New York this week. It is possibile 
he may remain until conferences be- 


sin with producers and other inter- ; 
inationals signatory to the five-year | 


agreement on which 
terms are set each spring for the 
succeeding year. No date known to 
be set for that as yet. 
Pat Casey comes 
Coast for these conferences as rep- 
resentative for the producers. 


MG’s Philly Exchange 
Manager, Turned Exhib, 


studio basic 








Philadelphia, March 8. 
Indie exhibs are plenty peeved at 
current reports that Bob Lynch, lo- 
cal manager of Metro exchange, i: 
purchasing Century theatre. Lynch 


has already bought the Clifton thea- | 
is being | 


Heights, which 
son-in-law 
when 


tre, Clifton 
operated by his 
Burns. Century, 
pleted, 
in-law. 

Exhibs feel it 


; 
for an exchange 


Tom 


sale is com- 


is highly unethical 
manager to go into 
competish with them in theatre op- 
eration. They claim, among othe 
things, that while they are forced to 
play Metro percentage pix on 
ferred Saturday and Sunday 
Lynch's C play these 
films on Wednesdays, 


and game night 


same 
between dish 


How’s the Betting? 


Hollywood, March 8 

Stuart Palmer has checked in at 
Paramount to script ‘Scotland Yard 
vs. Bulldog Drummond,’ next in the 
with John Hov 


3arrymore in the fe: 





emes being made 
rd and John 
tured role 


Louis King will 


dit ect 


Ruby-Mitzi’s Fiddlesticks 





vood Viarch 8 
RKO iP. J. Wolfson to 
rite t ecnp for ‘Fiddle- 
tic ag 
Picture v fea e Ruby Kee! 


on from the | 


will be run by another son- | 


pre- | 


time, 


| factory one, first because producers 
| haven't time to devote to nego- 
tiations, and secondly because it en- 
|ables one craft to play its demands 
|against wage scales and working 
| conditions granted another organiza- 
| tion. 
| Let Casey Do It 


handling about 90% of 
| negotiations, and several tops in- 
|cluding Louis B. Mayer favor turn- 
ing entire situation over to his office. 
Matter will come to a head within 
;next few weeks when various labor 
crafts ask to reopen present work- 
ing agreements and producer-labor 
conferences are scheduled in east. 


| Casey is 


National Labor Relations Board 
expected to hand down a decision 
within next two weeks in screen 
writers’ case, and if an election is 


ordered writers will immediately be 
demanding recognition and opening 


Irks Other Exhibitors °f.22:'2 ;7.vor*ine asrcement 


scored a 
legal tilt with 
Screen Playwrights, Inc., when 
Judge Robert Kenny in L. A. su- 
perior court issued formal judgment 


complete victory in 





} 

|against SP in its $200,000 libel suit 
jagainst SWG. Judge Kenny held 
|SP complaint did not constitute a 


cause of action and refused to per- 
| mit SP to amend its complaint for 


|the purpose of perfecting an ap- 
| peal. 
| Action was based on a letter 


| written by Philip Dunne, then sec- 
(Continued un page 26) 


COOPER SAYS HE’S NOT 
SELLING OUT TO PAR 


Joseph H. C 


perator, a p 


oper, vet 


4 $ t 
riner wi 


eran theatre 


ra 
, ‘ + 
1 Paramount 


the middle we a is that neither 
now nor in the future does he intend 
to sell out his interests to Paramount 
or anyone else H tring of 
houses are in Nebraska, Oklahoma 
and Co] prado. 
Although at one time Cooper con- 
lered buvit , out Par’s 50 
tin the Lincol:, Neh. theat: fo 
¢ ioe mT 
i a few ee" ’ 
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L. A. Pic Spots Perk After Flood: 
Bennett Nice $24,500, ‘Murder 


Los Angeles, March 8. 
Following the midweek wallop to 
biz because of disastrous floods that 
area, first runs got down 
Thursday (3) and with 


swept the 
to cases by 
few exceptions are all heading for 


substantial grosses on the week. 


Torrential which over 
Los Angeles city proper, kept thou- 
sands of prospective patrons indoors 
throughout most of Wednesday, and 
hurt openings at Loew's State, 
Chinese and Orpheum. 

Warners did not change bills until 
Thursday, with both day-date houses 
getting away to excellent returns. 
Pantages and Hillstreet held over 
‘Bringing Up Baby’ four additional 


rains, swept 


days after two full weeks so had no | 


openings to contend with, while 
Paramount was in same position with 
‘Big Broadcast of 1938.’ 

Failure of electric current Wednes- 
day night plunged all theatres into 
darkness for varying periods, but all 
managed to give night performances 
excepting the United Artists, which 
folded after 7:30 p.m. Two two-a-day | 
roadshow attractions were severely 
hit by the storm, but are holding 
their own now that normal con- 
ditions again prevail. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55-83- | 
$1.10-$1.65) —‘Snow White’ (RKO) 
(11th week). Holding remarkably | 
strong with 10th stanza only few 
dollars behind previous week at 
around $9,700. 

Chinese (Grauman-Fox) (2.024; 30- 
40-55-75)—‘Merrily We Live’ (MG) | 
and ‘Paradise for Three’ (MG), dual. | 
Little thing like a flood didn’t stop | 
the Hollywood mob from storming | 
this boulevard house to catch | 
glimpse of Connie Bennett. and with | 
exceptional opening out of the way 
the week should wind up with smart 
$12,500. Last week, ‘Baroness and 
Butler’ (MG) and ‘52d Street’ (UA), 
close to $11,000. 

Dewntown (WB) (1.800; 30-40-55- 
65)—A Slight Case of Murder’ (WB) 
and ‘Sergeant Murphy’ (WB), dual. 
It’s anything but ‘murder’ at the box- 
office and with generally improved 
conditions prosperous $9,000 may be 


| 20-35 )—‘Last Gangster’ (MG). 
| $1,800. 
second 





$19,000, Disney's 9th Good $9,700 


“Snow White’ in Lincoln 
Smash $9,000, 10 Days 


‘ ineoln, March 8. 
White’ is emptying every 
pocket in town and is set in the 
Stuart for 10 days. Take for that 
period should run about $9,000, 
which is sensational. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kiva (Noble) (440; 10-15)—‘Who 
Killed Gail Preston’ (Col) and ‘Little 
Miss Roughneck’ (Col) Only fair, 
$900. Last week, ‘Purple Vigilantes’ 
(Rep) and ‘Outside of Paradise 
(Rep), fair, $900. 

Lincoln (Cooper) 


‘Snow 


—Love and Hisses’ (20th). Going | 

|good .with $3,000 possible. Last 

week. ‘Man Proof’ (MG), nice $2,900. 
Liberty (Cooper) (1.200; 10-15)— 


‘West of Rainbow's End’ (Mono) and 


‘Born to Dance’ (MG), split with 
‘Born to the West’ (Par) and ‘Ele- 
phant Boy’ (UA). About $900, all 
right. Last week, ‘Singing Outlaw’ 


(U) and ‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG), split with ‘Texas Trail’ (Par) 
and ‘Exclusive’ (Par), oke $1,000. 

Orpheum (Cooper) (1,350; ! 
Fair, 
Last week, ‘Hurricane’ (UA), 
stanza, good $1,800. Was 
moved over after getting a top take, 
$4,700, in seven days at the Stuart. 

Stuart (Cooper) (1,900; 10-25-40 )— 
‘Snow White’ (RKO). 
the wham nationally and will get 
about $9,000 on its 10-day 
which is ultra-fancy. Last week, 
‘Happy Landing’ (20th), sock $4,400 
in six days. 


Bennett, Durbin, 


At $12,000 Each, 





Baltimore, March 8. 





the answer. Last week, second stanza 
of ‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA), fell off 
last few days to $6,600. 

Feur Star (Fox) (900: 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—In Old Chicago’ (20th) (8th 
week). Interest continues and de- 
spite rains held steady on seventh 
week for around $3,600, still profit- 
able. 


Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 30-40-55- 
65)—Slight Case of Murder’ (WB) 
and ‘Sergeant Murphy’ (WB), dual. 
Got away to big start and should 
have no trouble hitting nifty $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA), 
second week, satisfactory $7,000, de- 
spite storm. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 25-30-35- 


40)—‘Scandal Street’ (Par) and ‘The | 


Spy Ring’ (U) dual and vaudeville. 
Nothing very outstanding either on 
screcn or stage, so will probably 
finish with only fair $7,800. Last 
week no first runs. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 30-40-55 )— 
“Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) (3rd 
week) and ‘Squadron of Honor’ 
(Col), dual. Smash second week 
warranted four day holdover for 
third stanza, ending (7) with 


week finished to very big $9,300. 
Paramount (Partmar) 

40-55)—Big Broadcast’ 

weck) and stage show. 


(Par) 
Heading for 


so-so $13,500 on second stanza, after 


okay $16,000 on first eight days. 
RKO (2,872: 30-40-55) — ‘Bringing 
Up Baby’ (RKO) 


daier (Pantages). 


State (Loew-Fox) (2.414; 30-40-55- 
and 


75)—Merrily We Live’ (MG) 
‘Paradise for Three’ (MG), dual 
First couple of davs weren't so hot 


public presumably not caring to in- 
vade the downtown area. so best in 


sight is satisfactory $12.000. Last 
week. ‘Baroncss and Butler’ (MG) 
and ‘52d Street’ (UA), $12,500. nice 


Artists (Fox-UA) 
— ‘Baroness and 


‘52d Street’ 


United 
30-40-55) 
(20th) and 


Butler 


take 
hitting $4.800 for the period. Second | 


(3,595; 30- 


(3rd week) and 
‘Squadron of Honor’ (Col), dual. On | and 
four days (final stanza) $4,200, after 
profitable $6,700 on full second week, : 
theugh considerably behind its day- | cating okay $10 000. 
}ond of ‘Gold.’ (WB). got $5.400 after 


(2.100: ; 
, ‘Mad About Music.’ 


(UA), dual. 


Good line-up of produet is staving 
off Lenten resistance here and down- 
|tdwners are clipping off goodly 
| grosses. ‘Merrily We Live,’ at Loew's 
|Century, and ‘Mad About Music,” at 
| Keith's, are running about evenly at 
a $12,000 pace. 

No let-up for ‘Snow White,” now 
|in its fourth week at the combo 
|Hipp. Pressure from RKO for dates 
for accumulated unplayed pix is 
forcing Izzy Rappaport to make way 
| for ‘Radio City Revels’ and rent legit 
| Auditorium for continued grind of 
Disney film after Thursday (10). 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) 
25-35-40-55) — ‘Merrily We _ Live’ 
| (MG). Connie Bennett pic holding 
|merry pace to good profit at $12,000. 





|Last week, ‘Paradise for Three’ 
| (MG), very mild, $6,100. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200; 

| 15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Snow White’ 

(RKO) (4th week). Continuing in 


| bang-up stvle, with sucko $14,000 in- | 
record-making total 
of $48,400 in first three weeks. Rap- 


|dicated after a 


paport moves to legit Auditorium. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500: 15- 
25-35-40-55) — ‘Mad About Music’ 
(U). Deanna Durbin film building 


Dark’ (Par) poor 
F | $4.200. 
New (Mechanic) (1.400: 15-25-35- 


40-55)—‘Sally, Irene, Mary’ 
s | Getting poor $4,009 Li 


Butler’ 
Stanley 
| 55)—Big 


(20th). so-so $5.300. 
(WB) (3.450: 
Broadcast’ (Par). 


f: irish first session to £7,300. 


- Disney, $10,000, Durbin, 


Portland. Ore. March & 


and ‘Snow White.’ at the Orpheun 


Got away to brutal start through be- | are both answering to heavy plug 


ing prevented by power break from 
performances on | 


giving evening 
opening day, so will be satisfied with 


fair $3,000. Last week. ‘Yank at 
Oxford’ (MG) and ‘Love on a 
Budget’? (20th) on moveover, just 


under $3,400. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2.296: 30-40-55-65) 
—Baroness and Butler’ (20th) and 
"59d Street’ (UA). dual. One of the 
bright spots in the residential area. 
so $6,500 looks pretty okay. Last 
week. “Yank at Oxford’ (MG) and 


eing for good returns 


Estimates for This Week helping take to $10,500, plenty. big. 
troadwav (Parker) (2,000: 30-55) | Last week, ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) and 
‘Gold’ (FN) and ‘Love from a $‘Daughter of Shanehai’ (Par) $7,500 
Stranger’ (UA). Getting a nice play. | averave 


eke $4,500. Last week. 


Follies’ (UA). closed a strong second | —‘Everybody Sinv’ (MG) and ‘Love 
| week at $4.700, with first week get- | Is Headache’ (MG), dual Most of 
| tine bie $8.000 jattention on Judy Garland picture, 

Mavfair ‘(Parker-Fvergreen) (1.- | but second feature vetting consider- 

5M): 30-55)—‘Baroness and Butler’ | able focu Acceptable at $7,750 

1 <«(20th) «2d week). Getting avcrave | Last week, ‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA) 
©? 000 after a eood first ctanza at the |and ‘Jury's Secret’ (U0), dual, $8,800, | 


‘1.600; 10-20-25) | 


10-15- | 


Duplicates | 


stay, | 


(3.000; 15- | 


(20th). 
‘ week, end 
| of forced two-week ru. of ‘Baroness 


15-25-30-40- 
Indi- | 


$5,500, Good in Port. :12%° + 


at Parker's UA, 


‘Goldwyn 





First Runs on Broadway 


Week of March 10 

Astor—'In Old Chicago’ (20th) 
(10th wk). 

Capitol — ‘Everybody Sing’. 
(MGM). 
(Reviewed in 

Criterion — 
Know’ (Par). 

Globe—‘W ide 
(Col) (12). 
Music Hall—‘Jezebel’ (WB). 
Paramount— Big Broadcast of 
1938’ (Par) (9). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 9) 

Rialto - ‘Arsene Lupin Re- 
turns’ (MGM) (8). 


(Reviewed in Vanrirty, Feb. 23) 





Variety, Jan. 26) 
‘Dangerous to. 


Open’ Faces’ 


Rivoli ‘Goldwyn _ Follies’ 
(UA) (4th wk). 

Rexy ‘Mad About Music’ 
Cay) Bi). 


(Reviewed in Variety, March 2) 
Strand—'‘Slight Case of Mur- 
der’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Week of March 17 


Astor—‘In Old Chicago’ 
(20th) (11th wk). 
Capitol — ‘Everybody Sing’ 
(MGM) (2d wk). 
Criterion — ‘Bulldog Drum- 
mond’s Revenge’ (Par). 
Music Hall — ‘Jezebel’ (WB) 


(2d wk). 

Paramount—‘Big Broadcast of 
1938’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Rivoli — ‘Goldwyn 
(UA) (5th wk). 

Roxy— Mad About Music’ (U) 
(2d wk). 

Strand—‘Love, Honor and Be- 
have’ (WB) 19), 

(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 16) 


Follies’ 











| ing’ (20th) closed a strong third 
week at $1,800. First two weeks of 
| that pic at the Paramount did better 
| than $11,000. 

| Orpheum’ (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-55)—‘Snow White’ (RKO). 
| Answering to big exploitation cam- 
| pdign for great $10,000. Will hold. 
Last week, ‘Radio City Revels’ 
| (RKO) and ‘City Girl’ (20th), fair 
| $4,500. 

| Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (3,000; 30-55)—Bringing Up Baby’ 
| (RKO) and ‘Penrod’ (WB). Going 
| good enough at $6,000. Last week, 
‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th) and 


e ° ‘Scandal Street’ (Par), $5,500, good, 
1S in to |and moved to Mayfair. 
| Rivoli (Indie) (1,200;  15-40)-— 


‘Blossoms on Broadway’ (Par) and 
| ‘Telephone Operator’ (Mono) with 
is Going nicely for good $2,700. 
Last week, ‘Man in Blue’ (Ind.) and 
| vaude, fair $2,400. 

United Artists (Parker) (1.000; 30- 
55)—Mad About Music’ (U) and 
| nee Returns’ (MG). Answering to 


| big bally for good $5,500. Last week, | stick at this spot, breaking a prece-|‘Night Club Scandal’ (Par) 
‘Yank at Oxford’ (MG), held for 11 | dent, instead of moving to Warner | first runs hit a higher quality mark 


days. getting good $6,500. 


Follies,” 1046, Disney 
$10,800, Close in Omaha 


Omaha, March 8. 

‘Snow White’ at Brandeis knock- 
ing ‘em dead on single feature policy, 
which gives house seven full shows 
| daily. Main topic of advertising in 
stores, newspapers and on the air, 
j}and main topic of conversation, 
seems to be animated film. 

Oddly enough, Omaha going to 
|town with ‘Goldwyn Follies’ for its 
| biggest gross of fall and winter sea- 
son. Double feature here handicaps 
by limiting turnover. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250: 15- 
25-40)—‘Snow White’ (RKO). First 
| single feature bill here in nearly 





‘ /in bullish style to $12,000. Last week | year; has March of Time as added 
(2nd |*Romance in 


| attraction, Prices upped slightly for 
this, with kids and mid-week evening 
prices hiked nickel. Started bullishly 


doubled, with ‘Quintupland’ (RKO) 


tossed in, satisfactory $5,000. 
Dundee (Goldberg) 


McNab’ (GB), twinned, with Laurel 


,}and Hardy comedy added first three 


1 


ners in Crime’ (Par) added second 


half week on dual policy. House now | 
Saturdays as 
total to 
week, ‘Submarine D-1’ 
(WB) and ‘45 | 
st half 
Bor- 
’ (MG) second four days, 


operating .continuous 
Sundays and ups 
Last 

(FN), ‘First Lady’ 

Fathers’ (20th-Fox) tripled fir 

week; ‘Rosalie’ (MG) and ‘Beg. 

Ow oO} Ste 

topped $1.000 

i Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 10-25-40) 
‘Goldwyn Follies’ 


I (WRB) 


ble Menace’ 


‘Love on Budget’ (20th), smart $6.400. | Pararnount. Last week, ‘Heppy Land- 1 604 d. 


and looks like at least $10,800. Last 
week, ‘Radio City Revels’ (RKQ) 
{and ‘Missing Witnesses’ (FN) 


(650; 10-25 )— 
Last week, sec- | ‘Tovarich’ (WB) and ‘Sez O'Reilly to 


days. ‘Wells Fargo’ (Par) and ‘Part- 


(UA) and ‘Invisi- ! 
Word-of-mouth 


Orpheum (Blank) (2.976: 10-25-40) 





OK PIX IN B’KLYN | 


‘Human Hearts’ Good $20,000; ‘Snow | 


White,’ 3d, 20G 





Abundance of attractive flicker 
fare on all screens. Especially RKO 
Albee is holding over ‘Snow White’ 
for third stanza, and Fabian Para- 
mount came in today (Tuesday) with 
‘Buccaneer’ (Par). Met is strong 
with ‘Of Human Hearts.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (2,500; 25-35-55 )— Snow 
White’ (RKO) (3d week). Will draw | 
good $20,000. Second week of Disney 
opus brought splendid $29,000. 

Fox (4,000: 25-35-55)—‘She Mar- 
ried An Artist’ (Col) and ‘Invisible 
Menace’ (WB). Satisfactory $14,060 
expected. Last week, ‘Kid Comes 
Back’ (WB) and ‘No Time to Marry’ 
(Col), $15,000, good. 

Met (2,400: 25-35-55)—‘Of Human 
Hearts’ (MG) and ‘Paradise for 
Three’ (MG). Take should be $20.- 
000, very good. Last week, ‘Hurri- | 
cane’ (UA) and ‘Jury’s Secret’ (2d 
week), good $17,000. 

Paramount (4.000; 25-35-55)—‘Buc- 
|caneer’ (Par) and ‘Blondes at Work’ 
|(WB). Opened today (Tuesday). 
| Last week, ‘Gold’ (WB) and ‘Outside 
|of Paradise’ (Rep) (2d week), nifty 
| $17,000. 
| Strand (2,000; 25-35-55)—‘Dare- 
|devil Drivers’ (FN) and ‘Lone 
Ranger’ (Rep), plus weekend vaude, 
will get nice $10,000. Will Osborne 
/on stage. Last week, ‘Blondes Are 
Dangerous’ (WB), ‘Lone’ Ranger’ 
(Rep) and vaude, hotcha $11,000. 


DISNEY, $35,000, 
BUSTING ALL 
PITT. RECORDS 


Brooklyn, March 8. 








Pittsburgh, March 8. 
Everything’s ‘Snow White’ this | 
week and Penn’s biz is knocking the | 
| pins out from under everything. 
|Town has never seen biz the Disney 
| feature is doing, house running nine | 
|and 10 showings daily and lining ‘em 
| up for blocks as early as eight in 
jthe morning. It'll set a new all-| 
jtime high there and will probably | 





| for continuation of run. 

| Only thing that’s holding up at) 
|all in face of such powerful compe- | 
{tition is ‘Goldwyn Follies’ at War- | 
ner, coming here after barely reach- 
ing h.o. figure at Penn last week. | 
Otherwise, however, it's the dol-| 
drums and plenty of that. Stanley | 
sliding miserably with ‘Every Day’s | 
a Holiday’ and Barney Rapp’s band 
and may come close to hitting aj} 
new low. 

Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-50)— | 
‘Lives of Bengal Lancer’ (Par) and | 
‘Dangerously Yours’ (20th). Opened | 
yesterday (7) for five-day run,! 
house going to Saturday opening | 
this week with ‘Start Cheering’ | 
(Col) until after Easter. ‘Lancer’ | 
| brought a little action at getaway, 
| but doubtful of going much above 
| $4,000 on abbreviated run, and most 
|of this coming on regular’ bank 
| nites, always big. Last week, ‘Wide 
|Open Faces’ (Col) and ‘Big Town 
| Girl’ (20th), six days, $4.400, fair. 
| Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
j}—Chan at Monte Carlo’ (20th) and 
i ‘Borrowing Trouble’ (20th). Looks 
| like $3,200 or so, not enough to get 
| by on, but satisfactory in view of 
| circumstances. Management credit- | 
jing Alano Dass, psycho-mentalist 
| working from stage, for bringing in 
at least a third of gross and house 
expects to keep him around and| 
| build him into a draw. Last week, 
| ‘International Settlement’ (20th) and 
| Louis-Mann fight pix. yanked after 
|four days to awful $1,600. 

Penn ‘Loew's-UA) (3.300: 
50)—Snow White’ (RKO). Biggest 
thing in history of town. Doors 
opened Saturday (5) at 8 a.m. and 
in 10 showings of flicker played to 
23,000 paid admissions, breaking 
previous one-day attendance mark 
|by more than 6,000. No reason why 
it shouldn't hit above $35,000, a new 
all-time high. If picture doesn’t 
Stay here, itll go to Warner for a 
continuation of run, Last week, 
‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA), at $19.000 
just enough to win it h.o. at Warner. 

Stanley (WB) (3.600: 25-40-60) 
‘Every Day's Holiday’ (Par) and 
Barney Rapp’s band with Billy Gil- 
bert in person. There'll hardly be 
enough in the till at the end of the | 
week to puy off the help. A com- 
plete collapse for WB deluxer after 
several months of strong prosses and 
| will be lucky to finish up with $12.- 
000, almost a new low. That would 
;come right on the heels of a new 
ibigh, Judy Garland in person and 








25-55- 


Mpls. Packed with Clix; ‘Snow White’ 
Wham $18,000, ‘Birth, 2d, Bis $9,000 


+ 


| walloping 
jhas been 

| rua - of - the - mine 
i had to 


| daily first four days. 
| day earlier than scheduled originally. 


| Alvin, 


, the West engagement. 


i shade 


‘Thrill of 
| Missing Witnesses’ 


Minneapolis, March 8. 

Strange as it may seem, after 
‘Snow White,’ the ‘Ice Follies, ‘Birth 
of a Baby’ (in its second week) and 
Helen Hays in ‘Victoria Regina’ 
finish taking their healthy cuts from 
the public purse it looks as though 
there’ll still be some peanuts left for 
the rest of the pack. Loop houses 
actually benefited over the weekend 


from the Orpheum’'s ‘Snow White’ 
overflow. 
However, the aforementioned at- 


tractions certainly are staging a ter- 
rific raid on the composite treasury. 
Moreover, this record-breaking op- 
position comes On the heels of seven 


| days of huge Shriners’ Indoor Circus 


crowds at the Auditorium 
‘Birth of a 
the toughest 


and the 
Baby.’ It 
competition 
pictures have 
face here within memory, 
and, on top of it, there has been a 
blizzard and the winter’s heaviest 


| snowfall, as well as Lent, to exercise 
|}a slowing up influence. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900: 15-25) 
—Women in Prison’ (Col) and 
‘Change of Heart’ (20th), dual first 
runs, split with ‘Scandal Street’ 
(Par) and ‘Texas Trail’ (Par), also 
dual first runs. Looks like pretiv 
good $1,000. Last week, ‘Tarzan’‘s 
Revenge’ (20th) and ‘Big Town Girl’ 


(20th), dual first runs, split with 
| ‘Counsel for Crime’ (Col) and ‘Pa- 
tient in Room 18’ (FN), also dual 


first runs, fair $800. 
Century (Publix-Singer) (1.600; 25- 


35-40) — ‘Mannequin’ (MG) (2d 
week). After good initial session 
this one is slumping and will do 
well to cop light $3,500. Last week, 
$5,500, good. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200: 
25-35-55 )—‘Hurricane’ (UA). Caught 


some of Orpheum overflow Saturday 
and Sunday to help swell takings. 
Picture well-liked and received good 


notices. Quite good $8.800 in pros- 
pect. Last week, ‘Big Broadcast’ 
(Par), $6,000, mild. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2.890; 
25-35-55) — ‘Snow White’ (RKO), 
Whamming ’em here just as every- 


where else. 
tre’s history 
8:45 a.m. 


For first time in thea- 
box-office opened at 
and there were 10 shows 
Got under way 
Children’s admissions tilted from 
dime to 15¢e. Will play two weeks 
here and then move into State for 
indefinite downtown run Reaching 
toward stupendous $18.000. Last 
week, ‘Bad Man of Brimstone’ (MG), 
six days, $5,500, mild. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2.300: 25- 
40)—Thrill of a Lifetime’ (Par) and 
Dual 


than most twinners here, but $2.800 
looks about tops, mild. Last veek 
‘Dead End’ (UA) (2d week). $4,000, 
fair. 


Time (Berger) (290: 15-25)-—‘Bor- 
dertown’ (WB). Reissue drawing 
moderate biz. Fair $700 indicated. 


Last week, “Thunder in East’ and 
Disney Academy awards (reissues) 
(2d week), $600, light. 

Uptown (Publix) (1.200; 25-35)— 
‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA). First nabe 
showing. En route to good $4,000. 
a week, ‘Tovarich’ (WB), $2,000, 
light. 

Lyceum (Murray) (2.300; 25-40)— 
‘Birth of a Baby’ (Skirboll) (2d 
week). A box-office knockout. Even 
churches and schools are plugging it. 
Also boasts indorsement of Henne- 
pin County Medical Society, Ameri- 
can Medical Assn. affiliate and 
luckiest publicity breaks possible. 
After fortnight here will move into 
Can’t remain here longer be- 
cause ‘Victoria Regina’ and ‘The 
Women’ had been previously spotted 
Headed for big $9.000. First week, 
$13,500, tremendous. 


Mae West’s 35G in Cleve. 


Cleveland. March 8. 
With ‘Goldwyn Follies’ at the next 
door State capitalizing the Chase & 
Sanborn ‘Charlie McCarthy’ bit, Mze 
West, in person, at the RKO Palace. 
is heading for a socko $35.000. She's 
personaling with ‘Everyday’s a Holi- 





day’ (Par). 

‘Goldwyn Follies’ at the next-door 
State is ballyhooing Edyvar Bergen- 
Charlie McCarthy, in the film. and 


doing all right for itself, too, with 
%27 000. 
Pal’s night scale tilted to 75¢ for 


She's in at 2 
reported $10.000 and 50% of the 


“ross over 30G. 


‘Paradise for Three’ (MG) last week 
doing sensational $32.400. 

Warner (WB) (2.000: 25-35-50) 
‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA). Brought 
here after week at Penn and doing 
exceptionally well in view of fact 
that it didn’t finish so well at pre- 
vious site. Looks like it'll come u! 
with around $7,000, excellent and # 
better than usual hes 
brought here from Penn. Last wee! 
Lifetime’ (Par) ane 
(FN), in ti 


i dog-house at $3,800 in eight days 
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Lent No Alibi in Chi, ‘Suow White Ere do tew Flock of Holdovers Holding Down 


strong $10,000. 


Socking Em for $35,000; Overflow | ress B’way; Hepburn-Grant $72,000 NSG, 


‘Of Human Hearts (MG) and ‘Para- | 


| Aids Loop; ‘Tovarich’-Shep 306 2d "i:!:??0. 2525-0 Ruate ‘Murder’ 20G 2d, Sally’ 35 2d Wk. 


on stage. | 
Lent parte here. oules like poor 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Checkers’ (20th) 
and ‘Waikiki Nights’ on stage, broke 


Chicago, March 8. od Se iprevious Ann Corio record with Lent probably affecting this picture 
( Just as the Palace last week sup- Key City Gros $ heavy $10,000. Broadway Grosses more than others. 
| 








+ . — — 


























plied the rest of the town with its wae | meee et ae ae te . emeteid ‘yank apitol ae le a ee , 
eT ee an . : ry yllies AY and ‘Whi lee at xford VIG (2d-fina 
overflow with the personal of Mae a yg _— Gross Killed Gail Prest yn’? (Col) r Hol ‘Cpe Estimated Total Gross nai Clak sue sleet tact weal a t) 
- hic y ey, =£9 9 < ‘ . i is “hic as Or . erkig : » ' — . vus 
West, the house continues to let the (Be spe “er Dea prefer nbed ;}up plenty swell with expected $15,- This Week .. $264,600 |} to hit $31,000 and about $19,000 on 
f the loop have the overflow, a oie a wonewes 164 theatres, 1500. Last week. ‘Yank at Oxford’ (Based on 12 theatres) |holdover, okay enough on the fort- 
rest el with ‘Snow White.’ chiefly first runs, including | (MG) and ‘Squadron of Honor’ (Col), Total Gross Same Week |? ; engagement ‘Everybody 
eon ig headed for a very high N. ¥<) | grand $15,000. : : Last Year $308,500 Sing’ (MG) open tomorrow 
money mark, due to the current Total Gross Same Week |, Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50) (Based on 12 theatres) (Thurs. ) ; 
ability to cut down on its stage show imme WORF... .ccccee $1,681,315 | ‘Slight Case of Murder (W B) and =. riterion (1,662; 25-40-55 > Prison 
and grind out seven shows a day. (Based on 26 cities, 178 theatres) | ‘Penrod’ (WB). Looks | like good . Nurse (Rep) an ] nstal ment of 
Even the kid atte ndance isn’t hurt- | $9,000. Last week, Gold (WB) and Total of Broadway grosses will dip |*Lone Ranger’ (Rep), e! il. Busine 
ing the gross too much since the ; " het yo! Intruder’ (U), disappoint- considerably the first week of Lent | Pret! brisk here, look y — 
> week, ‘B: *SS ¢€ a 20th) Ing ’ . . $10,500 L, l week She Mai 
use has slapped in a nick of 35c | WEEK, —— and — Butler \ J ee 9900: 95_95_5 but that is due chiefly t “oduct ; 7 
_ children at all times. and Lupin Returns’ (MG), dual, ‘ Strand (Indie , (2,200; 25-35-50)- a it ' ys ee i P — Artist’ (( ol), near $7,000, mild 
Next best bet in town is ‘Tovar- | $6.200, off. Big Broadcast (I ar) and Partners and the number of holdovers. The Globe (1.274: 25-40-55)—'Peniten- 
ich.’ strictly on Colbert’s personal Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 21-27-42)— | of a ped a | stag holdovers are all in satisfactory |tiary’ (Col) Meller may get to 
’ ‘NY ao Saered’ ‘ a : 3 Ss J . . aay (Uy j “4 “atty o act week ‘T > 
draw in town and the seating ca- Nothing Sacred’ (UA) (2d week), | Pected a en, ee aie ‘ shape, while the new pictures are | 58-000, pretty good. _ Last week ‘Th« 
¢ f the big Chicago. While the Still big, $5,000. Last week, same |2nd ‘Lady Behave’ (Rep), poor Rat’ (RKO) did $6.500. fair. 
pacity of the big & . $39 ys $6,200. | spotty. In the latter division there “ae ie 70). OR 8B ne a 
flicker is no big b.o. copper, it is do- ; {!m, 9% 200, big. Palace (1,700; 29-35-55 )— ‘Snow 
a ie ay on the recent legit show- Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) Son | are only four starters, led by ‘Bring- | Whi‘e’ (RKO) (3d-final week). Re- 


(900; 32-37-42)—‘Victoria’ (RKO) 


J ahyv’ < > “in ‘ lease of cartoon to RKO nabes this 
ing of the play locally. S] at $9 5 co . ing Up Baby,’ at the Music Hall, 
— . at $2,500. vas ree r0oldwy . . ‘ . (week ( ¢ gross to abe $15 
‘Goldw yn Follies’ holds over a ac et re resell mo “e300, ENT kK S CINCY: which is the most disappointing of a hate gone whe " = put geet 
third week al the Oriental, thus — only fair, a all. ‘Baby’ may suggest the Kath- | ,. $15 500 “ ir sete - 
a precedent for the house $15.5 


tablishing wh 











under its new policy. Lent is the], Py a a yee - Evergreen) erine Hepburn draw, as expressed in Paramount (3.664; | 25-35-55-85-99) 
alibi being used for the slump-off of iC ha - “ot H st be el P he ae & 9 | some quarters, isn’t what it used to Big oe U ah ae Cab 
. , sntesht > ge O ea 20 2 e | m br We é > oday fed.). 
‘Old Chicago,’ roading at the Apollo. Looking for good $4 500) .. yh ibe. The Hall will get only one week Callo vay b pe icp $O d * 
Last week began its first signs of | “00*'DS good $4,900. ast week, ise ae : Buccaneer’ (Par) and Clyde McCoy 
cra kin from top money rung, and | *“ive films, $8,000, good. instead of an anticipated fortnight | orchestra (3d-final week) got $27,500 
‘ “act g » “.. é the ek en. | St f . ‘ 
is haw running along at a consider- af Alomar (Sterling) 1,350; 10-27- | out of the comedy at a pace of only | in third semester, ending last night 
| : ee 37)—Hollywood Stadium Mystery’ (Tues.). good in view of Lent. The 
ably slower pace. (Rep) and ‘Boots and Saddle’ (Rep) about $72,000. a k's tal . tot te ito $38 
: P . é 5 v« j second weck § taKInNgs totale ) D00,- 
Estimates for This Week dual, with ‘Bubbling Over’ unit. 5 Correspondingly better but not | do ea 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 55-83-$1.10- | Heading for good $4,500. Last week, | quite sensational are the holdovers Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
$1.65)—Old Chicago’ (20th) (6th |‘There Goes Girl’ (RKO) and ‘In- Salaeiae of ‘Slight Case of Murder’ on_ its | ¢9_94-99-$1,.65)—Bringing Up Baby” 
week), Beginning to feel the pinch, | visible Menace’ (WB), dual, and | second week at the Strand: ‘Buc- (RKO) and stage show. Well re- 
otf to $12,000 last week; still a good | vaude, $3.600, fair. Cincinnati. March 8 ; caneer in its final (3d) heat at the warded comedy disappointing at the 
ii neaeendice oes : rn en » sic . | ios ahs : a ‘Cc. - . P He , a oe > ¢ 
mark, however, | “ Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) | First week of lenten season, which | ?8tamount, and ‘Sally, Irene and!) 4” jooking $72,000 tops, and gets 
Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— | (3,106-32-37-42) — ‘Big Broadcast’ | comes in for strict observance by a| Mary,’ in its second session at the | onjy the one weex. Last week ‘Tom 
‘Tovarich’ (WB) and stage show. | (Par) and ‘Sergeant Murphy’ (Par), | goodly part of the natives, and only | ROxy., Robinson’s ‘Murder’ comedy | cayyer’ (UA) dipped to $60,000 
; Shep Fields holding over for second | dual. Sighting big $7.300. Last week, | two fresh releases at major pic par- | picked up speed on its first week to weak. ‘Jezebel’ (WB) opens tomor- 


week. Picture going to okay $30,000, |*Yank at Oxford’ (MG) and ‘City lors have combined grosses doing a | top $30,000 and this week (2d) will 
primarily on strength of Colbert |Girl’ (20th), dual, second week, |humpty-dumpty as compared to last | &€t about $20,000, going a_ third. 
name and Fields orchestra on stage. | $4.100, okay. week’s above-par general trade. ‘Buccaneer, with the Clyde McCoy 


row ‘(Thurs.). 
Rialto (750: 25-40-55) — ‘Arsene 


i i ‘ 4 ‘turns’ (MG). C: > in Sun- 

Last week ‘Broadcast’ (Par) disap-| Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)—| Current b.o. topper is ‘Yank at | Orchestra, took the Par to $27,500, ie car a Bo gs okay; perhaps 
P ‘ i *c, ar ’ ry ‘ . 9 yg o ite ir =t« . > ing} peat 5 ‘ aed: “al 7 

pointed at $29,000. |‘Submarine D-1l’ (FN) and ‘High | Oxford’ at the Palace, fetching $13.- | good, on its third stanza ending | $7.500. In ahead, ‘Women in Prison’ 


Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) | Flyers’ (RKO), dual. Fair at $2,300.| 000, ‘Big Broadcast’ at Albee is in | ast night (Tues.), while the Roxy | 
—‘Gold Is Where’ (WB). Moved in| Last week, ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) and | line for $10,000. Vaudefilm Shubert, | iS expectant of $35,000, okay, for 
on midweek after week at the Chi- $2,000, 0 of Shanghai’ (Par), dual, with ‘Change of Heart’ and the Ted | ‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ on its second ‘Goldwyn Follies’ (U. (3d week) 
cago, and turning in soggy $5,000. on | $2,600, good. Lewis revue, is pulling fair $11,000, | lap ending tomorrow night (Thurs.). | Holding up okay, bh $17.000 
the week. Paid to Dance (Col) | ec ’ 


yanked after five days to ateaeeiihe Estimates for This Week Goldwyn Follies’ did a good stretch | this week (3d). Second picked up 


‘ b ‘ at nye on: | run last week (2d) to end at $27,000, |<cweetly to end at $27,000. Goes 
$3,200 last week, 6 Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42 )— Big and currently in its third dash ought fourth stanza. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75 )— | Broadcast (Par). Light, $10,000. | to be about $17,000. It will try fora| Roxy (5.836: 25-40-55-75)—‘Sally 
"Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) and vaude | Last week, ‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA), . ’ %o OY = ier Oe ’ 


fourth week. Capitol’s ‘Yank at Ox-/Trene and Marvy’ (20th) and stave 


(Col) got $7,100. 
Rivoli (2,092: 25-55-75-85-90 )— 





—— 


(3d week). After bringing in a fine | $18,000, wham. ford’ will be about $19,000 the row (5 int veek *roved strong 
$18,000 last week will manage an Capitol (RKO) (3,300; a ~43 )— saan half a by ater cn alee = a read , <a = Se white 
excellent $16,000 currently on its| ‘Snow White’ (RKO) (4th week). All CCONG ARLE OF § n gh : i, oe enough to get $44,500 last week while 
third sesai ae the |} | right, $4,500 Last week ~ $7 500, nabbing around $31,000 the first on holdover maintaining rather good 
t a a “ i. house. — ) pea 70. AS Ten, seven days on the British-made Tay-|ctrength. probably $35,000. ‘Mad 
Ww - mee aS XO) (2,500; 35-55-75 7 . F nil (RKO) (1.000 15-25) — lor starrer. House brings in ‘Every- | About Music’ (U) in Friday (11). 
sam ge Bh — veers ‘Nawelian uckerse’ (20th). ‘Non. | P°9Y, Sing’ tomorrow (Thurs.), open- | _ Strand (2,767; 25-55-75) — ‘Slight 
ery big on business and attend- are awallé cKero ' yn ¢ day al: f ‘Jezebel’ ; » Hall. | Gace of ivder ’ ( week 
ance. Smashing up to $35,000, terrif. | Stop New York’ (GB), ‘Night Club |-th» Per today ushers in ‘Big Broad: | G2°°,0f Murder’ (WB) (2d week). 
In for long - stay. Last week Buffalo, March 8, Scandal’ (Par), singly. Normal, | cast of 1938.’ together with Cab Cal- <eeneny re 9 ger 4 sn - 5 frst 
Mae West personal established a coin} ‘Snow White’ started a three-week | $2,300. Ditto last week with ‘Patient | jay. On Friday (11). the Roxy | we ge : > vo . "$30,000, om te 
mark, also, going to $38,000, mam-! run at the Lakes, with special per- y fee au), Sl Rg of wry | goes to work with ‘Mad About Music.’ | = thir d trip. =o wie oa 
a son 4 ser” | » alley’ ), “Paid to Dance’ (Col), | Hae weet acne + to at seca I — , 

\ me, with picture ‘Double Danger’ | ¢).y:ance Friday night (4), with re- emataie. — | Thus next — oh street will have | State (3,450; 35-55-75 )—‘Hurricane® 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- | served seats at 65c. Doing seven| Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—‘Bor- |? Minimum OF holaies. _ | fUA) (ad run) and vaude topped by 
75)—‘Baroness’ (20th) (2d week). | shows daily, this one should push the dertown’ (WB) (reissue). N.s.g., Three minor pictures that came in ; Buck and Bubbles and Sylvia Froos, 


2 oging 2.500. Last week. ‘Everybody Sing’ | with Lent are ‘Prison Nurse,’ doing | Getting a very good play this week, 
hy ‘ae leche aanaiae oF Holding | — cnto the top shelf. Any drop vate} aa da gH ie rom 7 | nicely at the Criterion, about $10,500; maybe $28,000 Last week short of 
to $7,000 this week, fair. | from that figure will be due to Kids| © Kejth’s (Libson) (1,500: 25-40)— | ‘Penitentiary,’ which may get the | $19.000 was result with ‘Mannequin 

State-Lake (Jones) (2.700: 30-35- | olding over from show to show, |‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA). Trans- | Globe $8,000 and ‘Women in Prison,’ | (MG) (2d run) and the Benny Davis 
45-55)—‘Only Young Once’ (MG | with management required to dig | ferred from Albee for second week. which ended a week's run at the | revue, lowest gross in some time. 
and vaude. Lent hurting this house, | them out of the a ld Okay, $5,500. Last week, ‘Paradise | Rialto Sunday night (6) at $7,100. | 
and takings off to $11,000, fair. Last | Buffalo is limping along to a mi for Three’ (MG), $4,000, fair. Arthur Mayer’s bandbox home for | 


week * pone “ | week, while things are so-so els€-| [Lyrie (RKO) (1,400;  35-42)—-| thrillers brought in ‘Arsene Lupin | ¢ SAWYER? $14,000, 
$12.70. a where. | ss, 1S ree an- | ‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO). Moved Returns’ on a preview Sunday eve. | 

United Artis or . | other SINKING spel currently, over from Palace for second week, | It’s off to a fairly good start. 
35-55-65 - 75)—"Yank at Oxtord? MG | Estimates for This Week Very good, $5,500. Last week, ‘Bar- | 


RKO's second-run Palace is on its SOCK DRAW IN DENVER 


P She: 3.600; 30-50-60)— | rier’ (Par), six days, $2.500, sad : ; ‘ 
(2d week). Heading for holdover to! . Buiale (Shea) . ; : ri€ ar), six days, $2.500, sad. third (final) lap with 
$11.000, good take, der managing Big Broadcast (Par). Looks to do . Palace (RKO) | (2.600, 35-42)— | which also hit Manhattan nabes this 
Strong $16, 500 last week. | only $11,000, weak. | Last week, | ‘Yank’ (MG). Nice $13,000. Last | week. It will do about $12,000 at 


‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th) and Ted | week, ‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO), | the Pal, Loew’s 2d run State is snap- 





Denver, March 8. 





>—j—_—e 


Weems, fine $18,000, despite bad | $13,500, dandy. | ping back into action with ‘Hurri- | After strong business all week, 
. ° | weather. Shubert (RKO) (2.150)—‘Change | cane’ and vaude; outlook good for | ‘Tom Sawyer’ will be moved from 
Seattle Biz Still Off; ee eee een ae eee tee Laws £0. | SEE ONS, | lthe Denver to the Aladdin for its 


‘Bordertown’ (WB) (2d run) andjvue. Fair, $11,000. Lz-st week, ‘No — : — ae ; 
H b ¢ od 8 000 ‘Crashing Hollywood’ (RKO), Still| Time to Marry’ (Col) and vaude, | Estimates for This Week second week. ‘Snow White’ ran 
ep asin 0 + moving at good pace, $8,500. Last |topped by first Cincy p.a. of Jane | Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
iweek ‘Hawaii Calls’ (RKO) and/| Withers, $17,500, season’s high for | ‘Chicago’ (20th) (9th week). Taper- 


close to average on its third and 
final week at the Orpheum 











'‘Born to West’ (Par), excellent $9,000. | this theatre on combo policy. | ing off. last week (8th) being $8,100. . : ; 
Seattle, March 8. | Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 35-50) Estimates for This Weck 
Biz continues off, especially at the | «snow White’ (RKO). Looks like —— —— _ — Aladdin (Fox) (1400: 25-40)— 
suburban houses, which are hardest 


swell $20,000. Last week ‘Goldwyn |‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th), after 


; * 
Follies’ (UA) (2d week), just fair 6 ? a week at the Denver. Nice $4.000. 
$5,000. wing a é ps ove onor 0 Last week, ‘Gold’ (WB), was reted 
Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 30-50)—‘Of ’ good enough at $3,000 to be moved to 
Human Hearts’ (MG) and ‘Blondes the Broadway. Had played the 


hit. Result of primary election has 
created marked improvement in 
seneral feeling, but more employ- 
ment needed for actual betterment. 

‘Nothing Sacred’ holds for second 


ane ne ) at Work’ (WB). Maybe $6,000, av- ‘ ] ° Denver. 
trig Ne does Gold Is Where You | erage. Last week ‘Hitting New In Wash e Romance all e ] { | Broadway (Fox) (1,500: 25-40)— 
Estimates for This Week High’ (RKO) and ‘She's Got Every- 8) ’ ‘Gold’ (WB), after a week at each 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick- Evergreen) thing’ (RKO), poor $4,000. the Aladdin and Denver. Fair $9.009 




















(900: 27) neh Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35)— ee Last week, ‘Hurricane’ (UA), closed 
(P ee ) “and Scandal "Suet er | ‘Prescription for Romance (Ud and four and half weeks in first runs 
dual. Mild $2,000. Last week ‘Ha. | ‘Adventure's End (U). Plenty off Washington, March 8. Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40) with $3,000, very rt are a 
Walian Buckaroo’ (20th) and ‘Jury's at around $4.500. Last week Peni- Only three new bills this week ‘Barone and Butlei (20th) (2d Denham & ockri J ) C24 0: -D- 
% Secret’ (U). dual, poor $1,700. : | tentiary « ol) and . No Time to mtr all aineiinl: Qcadie dheen. with run). Oke $4.500. Last week, ‘Buc- 40) Bit Broadcast (Pai » (2d wkd. 
; Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | Marry (Col), nine days to very good ; 6 ! eae ; _ | caneet (Par) (2d run), passable | Nice $6 500. Last week, same pic, 
‘ (1.900; 21-32) — ‘Love and Hisses’ | 99:29. Happy Landing’ bidding for slight | $3,700 100d $9,500. ae ae 
(20th) and ‘Thoroughbreds Don't | 7 ss {edge over others despite their stage Earle (WB) (2,244: 25-35 10-66) __, Denver (Fox) ‘3 V2, hedded =? 
Cry’ (MG), dual. Expect only $2,500, | ‘ . 9 show advantages. ‘Love, Honor and | “Love, Honor ind Behave’ (WB) and yg ( ee ee A 
Poor. Last week, ‘Navy, Blue’ (MG) | Follies Snappy $15, 500 Behave’ looks to slip over ‘R mance | vaude De - Bestor and R ta Rio $1 1.000 Las o ee , “Bar ne i 
4 ‘Big Time irl’ (20th), dual, | ‘in +. jiding y Bot pi 47 7 and defi- | bands in battle “e17 noe — Bed pores Ph “Alad ae ee oe 
split with ‘Last Gangster’ , nite building o le of Swing idea, | Up to surprising S174, ae, WOeR, | caer ope ' 
‘ “Ange ‘i (Par). ¢ Gangster, (MG) and In Prov.; ‘Murder’ OK 3G 00 Don Be te and Rita Rio ‘B ; _Broadca t' (Par) sipped sharply Orpheum (RI O> 4 2.600; 25-2 -40)) 
Colonial (Sterling) (850; 10-21)— , hs against each other on same | to still oke $16,000, . ave eee, earene? con Ween 
‘Forlorn River’ (Par) and ‘All | a stage. _meita's =(RRO) (1.830: 39-59) a — 
American Swvetheurt’ (Col), dual, | Providence, March 8. | ‘Snow White’ is in fourth week | ‘Snow White’ (RKO) (4th week). | very fine $11.00 7; 54 
split with ‘Polygamy’ (Ind) and Lenten services nicked openers in|and looks to double house average Fourth stanza getting double re i ». spol ipcie-niaie O rob. aeroeee 
‘Quick Money’ (RKO), dual. Antici- | these parts, but pickup started Sun-|lately for opening stanzas. Snow house opening average with probe © heel Pry G oe 00) “" 
Pate $1.900, okay. Last week, ‘Flight | day. ‘Snow White’ in fourth week | and sharp cold upped start of week, able $13,000. Last week same p cl hl resk sing. Pt ar = 
from Glory’ (RKO) and ‘She Asked | at Albee still pulling nicely. Billed | which may drop under estimates i olected sweet 514.000, — Pe Pn a x ON Lad we? an 
for It’ (Par), dual, split with |as last week, but may be carried | promised balmy breezes materialize. Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)— “Gold a ee Senne oh Se 
i Borneo’ (20th) and ‘Miss Aldrich’ | over if interest continues. . Dionne | Estimates for This We e k om (WB) (2d run). Looks like good | 5a i 7B. O54 ‘Dare 
f (MG). dual, $1,700, fair. | Quintuplets short may help. | Capitol (Loew) (3,42 4 25-35-66) $5,000. La t week, “Tarzai Re- Rialto (Fox) (678; 3 D) Dare- 
a Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- | ‘Goldwyn Follies’ at Loew's State |‘Romance in the Dat (Par) and venge (20tn) i eas ht n= nn i IGN) Pa $1 500 “T at 
of freen) (2.400; 32-37-49)—Bringing | looks like big coin. Other stands|vaude. Swarthout-Boles-Barrymore Palace ‘Loew) (2.563, 43-99) eee eee , 0th tor 
Up Baby’ (RKO) and ‘Love on Bud- | expecting average biz. |plus Red Skelton atop varied revue “Happy Landing (20th) Heacing a Mg ae 4) Adi 
get" (20th), cual. Getting good Estimates for This Week | getting light $16,000 Last week, for pleasing Sli ny . La - a “haa R ee : Love 1 r en 
$8.000 House plugging for ‘Snow Albee (RKO) (2.200; 25-35-50)— | ‘Arsene Lupin Returns’ (MG), fair “Yank at Oxford’ (MG) (2d week), and bh trsesty y gO ti pasha 
White’ (RKO) next as singleton. Last ‘Snow White’ (RKO) (4th wk) and | $17,500. ke $9,000. ee Seen eee vere 
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Durbin, $16,000, ‘Snow White, 356, NDPUS PERKS. MURDER 


Frisco Smashes; ‘Sally’ Good $16,000. ......c.eey 282. 


| vent iehe ly upward trend in box- 
office takes here this week is tempo- 
1 'rary or a sign of continued improve- 














San Francisco, March 8. 

‘Snow White’ at the Golden Gate! and ‘Love a Fireman’ (WB) (lst! here, but an increase in activity is 

looks set to break all existing records | run), double, good $8,200. _ : |noted this week. Biz is well dis- 

at this house. Opening day’s biz hit; State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-55)— | tributed with no one house domi- 
tremendous $4,800, which bettered | ‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA), 2nd week. | nating the field at present. 

the previous record-holder, ‘Swing | flashing in with good $10,000. Last ‘Everybody Sing,’ dualed with | 


Time, by several hundred dollars.| week, good $14,000. ‘Penitentiary’ at Loew’s, is compara- 
Deanna Durbin topped the opening > —_—— tively better than the other first | 
day’s biz on ‘100 Men and a Girl’ at runs. ‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ is 


the Orpheum in ‘Mad About Music. LENT, S0- S0 PIX DENT doing fairly well at the Indiana, and | 
Estimates for This Week ‘Slight Case of Murder,’ plus vaude, | 


s lifting the combo Lyric out of its | 


Embassy (Cohen) (1,512; 35-55-75) ‘ ; g t} 
—The Rat’ (RKO) and ‘Windjam- L’ VILLE; REVELS $5, 200 recent slump. Buddy Rogers and | 
¢ . > : ; bi I S age at the Circle 


mer’ (RKO). Mild $4,500 in line for his band on the ; 


this bill. Last week (3rd), ‘Stand-In’ ‘ with ‘Love on a Budget’ is pulling 
(UA) and ‘Murder on Diamond Row’ pene veilhe. March 8. the town’s largest gross at the mo- 
(London ), folded to $4,000, fair. B.o. activity is nothing sensational | ment. but the figures look too light- | 
_ Pox (F-WC ) (9,000; 35-55-75 )— | currently 3eginning of Lenten sea- | weight to overcome the expanded 
Gold’ (WB) and ‘Love on Budget’ | son, ordinary product and rainy Sat- | ‘nut’ due to the spot booking of the 
9 9 rk “ynec Fa jrich c 5 . tac , 

(20th) (2nd wk). Expect fairish | urday were no help to film patron- | stage show. 

$10,000 on holdover, Last week | ace | ‘Renfro Valley Barn Dance,’ WLW | 
e } P ee | 

nabbed good $18,000. ‘Baroness and Butler’ at the Rialto | radio »rogram from Cincinnati, was 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55- | jooks to be the top draw of the week, | brought to town for one day (6) and | 
75)—Snow White’ (RKO) and vaude. | ang will be ahead of ‘Evervbody | did four strong shows at 75c top in | 
Tilted admish in the afternoon from | sing’ at Loew's State by a small | the old legit house, Murat. 

40 to 55c. Week's take looks headed margin. ‘Radio City Revels’ is cop- | Estimates for This Week 
for $35,000, which would be an all- | ying attention at the Strand. Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- | 
time high for the Gate. Last week Recent action of General Assembly |40)—‘Snow White’ (RKO) (4th | 


(2nd), “Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) jn passing measure to legalize give- | week). Still showing strength at 

and vaude, good $13,000. awavs and bank nights in the State | $3,500. Same pic did sturdy $4,200 
Orpheum (F&M) (2.440; 35-55-75) will have no effe + on first-runs. as |in third week. 

“Mad About Music’ (U) and ‘Mid- | the give-away practice has been Circle (Kaiz-Dolle) (2,800; 25-30- 
night Intruder’ (U). Deanna Durbin | tocceq overboard by mutual acree- | 40)—‘Love on a Budget’ (20th) and | 
looks in for a run, first week’s 8TOSS | ment for some time Buddy Rogers orch on stage. Latter 
in the nabe of $16,000, excellent. Last Estimates for This Week |featured big, but house won’t make | 
week (9 days), ‘Start Cheering’ (Col)! prewn (Fourth Ave. - Loew's) | any monev at $9,500. Last week, 
and ‘Black Doll’ (U), poor $6,500. (1.500: 15-30-40)—Yank at Oxford’ ‘Gold’ (WB) and ‘Midnight Intruder’ 

wae eamount (F-WC) (2.740; 35-55- | (MG) and ‘Only Young Once’ (MG). | (RKO), skimp ~ $3.800. 

75)—Baroness and Builer’ (20th) Following big week at Loew’s State. | Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 


and ‘Great Garrick’ (WB) (2nd wk). pair moved 4 et et ge Pag << 40)—‘Sallv. Trene’ (20th). Doing 

_e .. net i ugh $10,000. Last | .,_15, 2+ gaat Pony oa. m?, aoe okay at $7.000. Last week, ‘Big 

So $1 rrwei (hee e608 Priest’ (20th) (reissue) and ‘Mr, | Broadcast’ (Par) finished moderately 

75)—Bordertown’ (WB) and “Non- | Moto’ (20th), okay $2,500. | Gocw's (Loew's) (2,400; 25 

Stop Flight’ (Rep) Will have to be | Mentucky (Sw ey (900; 15-25)— | Loew’s (Loew s) (2.400; 25-30-40) 

watiofied Sith 5.600. fair pied ae ‘Nauthty Marietta’ (MG) and ‘Love | —Everybody Sing’ (MG) and ‘Peni- 
: Joskeder' Misia alan — and Hisses’ (20th). Heading for okay tentiary’ (Col). Former pic given 


(2nd), “Big Broadcast’ (Par) and g9599 7, ‘ : i is res 

: Fh 4 _ 2 $2! ast week, ‘Submarine D-i’ | extra national ad help and is respon- 

gs 000 Behave’ (Rep), disappointing | (wp) and ‘First Lacy’ (WB). split | sible for the good $7.600. Last week, 
aba = ' _ en |With ‘Prescription for Romance’ (U) | Yank at Oxford’ (MG) and ‘Love Is 
_United Artists (Cohen) (1.200; 35- | ang Senpanae in Hollywood’ (Col), |a Headache’ (MG), dandv $9,800. 

55-75 )—‘Hurricane’ (UA) (6th wk). | fair $2,100. | Lyrie (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 


Final session of an excellent run ex- | ’ ‘as ’ 

. é : un Loew's State (3.000: 15-30-40)— | ‘Slight Case of Murder’ (WB) and 
pectes to pull around $4,500. ‘Gold- a Sing’ (MG) and "Peni. | | vaude. No names on stage bill, and 
wyn Follies Is next booking. Last |tentiary’ (Col). Nicely exploited |pic was given all the play in ads. 
= er epee . an_ne.nn, | With Judy Garland contest, plenty | Doing nicely _at $8.000. Last week, 

be .: (F- C) (2,680; (35-55-75) lof air plugs, etc., but average returns | ‘Kid Comes Back’ (WB) and vaude, 
wypally, Irene and Mary’ (20th) and | indicated. May go to $6,200, fair, | weak $6,500. 

Checkers’ (20th). New Zanuck musi- Cast k. “Yank (MG) 
cal won't do the biz done by some | a eee ank at Oxford’ (MG) 


of a ers from his studios, oes | Sey Young Once’ (MG), fine | 

nevertheless $16,000 is good biz these | ** i DE ROI DULL: 
ties : : : ‘ : | Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 

days. Jane Withers, who is very | 15-30-40)—‘Slight Case of Murder’ 9 


popular here, should help consider- | (WB) (2d week). Hitting mild pace 


ably at the b.o. Last week (3rd), | 8 ; 

— at Oxford’ (MG) and ‘Love Is | | $4 oan” 100, after first week's fine ‘ 9 

lead he’ S | 

Brice in ‘connection with a Baby | lin Paris’ (Par) and ‘Penrod and Sam’ ’ 

bnooks contest | (WB), split with ‘Gold Diggers of 
: 1937’ (Par) and ‘King of Gamblers’ 


(Par). Okay $1,400. Last week, ‘No 


4 b | Man of Own’ (Par) and ‘Once a Detroit, March 8. 
a Doctor’ (WB), dual, split with ‘Hus- | Lousy weather not helping medi- 
9 band Lies’ (Par) and ‘Street Scene’ | ocre product, so general b.o. is 


(UA). fair $1,200, aie spotty. Crowds just aren’t there, so 


‘ Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-30- é 

40)—‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th) | there’s no standout currently. Looks 
Nt] re él S yy Ben oon Mgt od hy ing re like leader is the Fox, with ‘Sally, 

in Annabella-Powell opus; looks like ’ + s 
the week will wind up with fair an of oe oe 

e $6.500. Last week, ‘Big Broadcast’ A ‘ ii tile 
all | (Par) and ‘Scandal Street’ (Par), Estimates for This Week 

ve S on | somewhat under expectations at nice Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-50) 
$7,200. —‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th) (re- 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1.400; 15-30- | run) plus ‘Jury’s Secret’ (U), dual. 
Reston, anch & 40)—‘Radio City Revels (RKO) and | Former moved here from Fox; looks 
‘Snow White’ holds oie a Soustte | ‘Double Danger’ (RKO). Should be | like good $5,300. Around normal 
frame and ‘Goldwyn Follies’ st f |nlenty on the profit side at $5,200. | $4,700 last stanza for ‘Chan at Monte 
ollles stays for | Tast week, ‘Snow White’ (RKO). in | Carlo’ (20th) and ‘Change of Heart’ 


























another stanza. ‘Sally, Irene and ee 

Mary, on & dual bill, ia ‘doing ales te Saas downtown wegk, okay $4,200. = (Indie) (5.000: 30-40-65) — 
tlh gt A b ne town, in Old Lent Dents Montreal; ‘Sally, Irene’ (20th) with Leah Ray 
ust marking time as it enters fourth | ero —_ . mg : a * 
week, | | $20,000, following several bumper 


Estimates for This Week 6 Whi ad 106 sessions in a row, but okay_in view 
Boston (RKO) (3.200: 2 25-40-55) — | now ite, ’ | of things. Topped wham $35,000 last 


‘City Girl’ (20th) and ‘Maid’s Night | eon (20th) a on ‘Baroness and Butler’ 
Dut’ (RKO), dual. Very pale, around | Montreal, March 8. (20th) and Al Pearce gang on stage, 


8.000. Last w adio Ci 7 | Lent is hitting all main stems and | due chiefly to latter. 
TREO) py cg ane (RKO), | even ‘Snow White’ is feeling it, with | Madison ‘United Detroit) (2,000; 
louble, $10,800, fair. a probably drop to $10.000 gross in | 30-40- -65 —‘Slight Case of Murder’ 
Fenway (M&P) (1.400: 25-35-40- | its repeat week. All others are be- | (WB). Mild $4,500. ‘Goldwyn Fol- 
5)— ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) and | low average. ; ilies’ (UA) slumped miserably to 
Scandal Street’ (Par) (both 2nd Estimates for This Week | around $4,000 last week after grab- 
run), dual. Weak $5,000. Last week, | Place (CT) (2.700; 50)—‘Snow | bing bumper $10,000 first stanza. 
lair $6. 500 for ‘Human Hearts’ (MG) be ite’ (RKO) (2d week). Very Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
und ‘Swing Your Lady’ (WB), Hn weekend biz, but like Inst week | 30-40-65 )—‘Radio City Revels’ (RKO) 
able to fade later. Probable $10,- | with Benny Davis revue on stage. 


ns (20th) (1,643: 55-85-$1.10- | ‘0 Yaa after excellent $16,500 first | Only $9,000, very poor. Fair $17,000 
: ee last week on ‘Big Br rast’ 

$1. a rg A ae (4th |" Canitol (CT) (2,700: 50)—‘Gold’ | and vaude, ee oe 

wee =. a wee (WB) and ‘Sh! The Octopus’ (WB).|! Palms - State (United Detroit) 


' week, ‘Buccaneer’ (Par) (3rd run) | ment. Conditions have been_ bad |§ f 
| D. Humphries. March 21 has been set as date for trial for suit, which, at 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Further legal jockeving on part of attorneys for Warner Bros. Pictures, 
Inc., et al.. came to nought in Atlanta when a petition to transfer the 
$200,000 suit of Vivian L. Stanley, member of Georgia Prison Commission, 
against producers of ‘I Am a Fugitive From a Chain Gang’ from Fulton 
superior court to U. S. district court, was denied by Superior Judge John 


one time, was transferred to Federal jurisdiction, but later remanded to 
state court. . 

Stanley’s suit, charging libel, was filed originally in November, 1934, 
land names, in addition to Warners, Vitaphone Corp., Vitagraph, Inc., Rielio 
Theatre Corp., R. B. Wilby and Earle M. Holden. Pic was shown et 
Georgia theatre, operated at that time by Wilby and managed by Holden, 

who is now mgr. of Lucas & Jenkins’ Capitol theatre. 

WB in Pittsburgh burned plenty last week at Harris-owned Alvin jin 
same city at what Warner execs considered unethical booking. Day before 
Judy Garland opened p.a. at WB’s Stanley, Alvin picked up old Metro 
short Judy Garland and Deanna Durbin made several years ago and gave 
it top billing in newspaper ads, in some cases placing it above h.o. an- 
nouncement for ‘Baroness and Butler.’ Warner advertising department 


| also burned at one of the afternoon Pittsburgh dailies for using 3-col piece 


| of art on Garland for Alvin in connection with two-reeler. WB hbovs 
couldn't get it kil _ out, although they did succeed in having added to 
cut lines fact that gal was playing in person at another spot. 





Columnist, making his real dough as feature writer for one of the Coast 
studios, took time out to devote a col on the inhumanity of current slash 
of those in the lower brackets. Studio where he worked was credited 


| with 1,000 layoffs in last few weeks, at a saving of $75,000 weekly. Saving, 
| if effected by salary cuts in upper brackets, he argued, would have left all 


who had been fired still with their jobs. Two days after the col appeared 
he was let out, with studio explaining that his beneficent blast had noih- 


| ing to do with his airing as he had been pencilled out the week bef: 


Columnist, in answer, is arguing that it’s funny the blue slip didn't get 
around to him till 48 hours after his col appeared. 
Court decisions on motion picture cases which in the past have failed to 
find their way into print will be compiled by a staff of several attorneys 





| throughout the country under the direction of Herbert T. Silverberg, a 


Los Angeles lawyer, who plans to incorporate this information into a digest 
service. All legal decisions, briefs, et al., handed down by censorship au- 
thorities, commissions and attorneys general will be published. Hoped 
that such data will prove helpful to the industry in avoiding duplication 
of effort through ignorance of prior cases. Six representative film attor- 
neys have been invited by Silverberg to help form an editorial policy. 
Jimmy Fidler, Procter & Gamble’s sponsored film gossiper, disclosed on 
last Tuesday night (1) that he has become a pro-double-featurite. The 
reason he gave was that things were tough enough in Hollywood without 
imperiling the jobs of those engaged in making class B or less picture. 
Fidler said that he didn’t want to appear to be a calamity howler but he 
couldn't see anything but added misery for the picture colony if exhibs 
yielded to the organized efforts of various civic groups to eliminate double 
features, 








Fact that film gangsters’ headgear has been almost exclusively confined 
to peaked caps resulted in a recent conclave of cap manufacturers who 
endeavored to raise a fund of $50,000 to break down consumer disapprovel 
of that type of hat. Cap Promotion, Inc., a representative body of the 
industry, charged that their trade was ‘faced with possible extinction” 
mainly because the public has been led to believe that only gunmen 
wear caps. 


Loew theatres has placed an order for 4,000,000 of the red-blue glasses 
required for the proper viewing of the Metro Audioscopiks. Half the 
number will be used in the N, Y. houses, with the remainder going to the 
out-of-town spots. Manufacturing costs have been cut through economy 
in the use of material, but it still forms a considerable item. Glasses #re 
handed each patron and are used but once. 








Take at Radio City Music Hall for the first seven weeks this year topped 
the gross for the same period in ’37 by more than 100 grand. Figures for 
this year reached $716,000, as against $610,000 the same stretch in 1837. 
Five-week holdover of ‘Snow White,’ which did $526,000 on its stay, mainly 
responsible for the upped business. 





Caravel, distributors of ‘Boy Meets Dog,’ Bristol-Myers sponsored short, 
attempted to outdo regular film companies in the matter of cocktail preview 
(Continued on page 23) 


‘Snow White’ Setting Record $30,000 
In Philly; Murder’ Very Slight $13,000 





Philadelphia, March 8. |nothing super. Last week. record 
With avalanche of advance bally | buster at $33,600 with Benny Good- 
and unanimous cheers by the crix,} man band on stage and ‘Swing It, 
‘Snow White’ is doing about every- | Professor’ (Masterpiece). 
thing expected of it in the way of Erlanger (Boyd) (1,859; 57-86-$1.14- 
cracking records with tremendous | $1.71)—‘In Old Chicago’ (20th) ‘4th 
$30,000. This will shatter all at-| week). Set here for eight weeks, 
tendance marks at the Stanley/| getting only so-so biz. Last week. 
since demise of stage shows, al-| $7.400, nothing to rave about. 








A ee on = | Likely $5,000. good enoucth. Last | (3,000: 30-40-50) —‘Big Broadcast’ 
15 \—'Snow ite’ (RKO) (4th | week. ‘Evervbody Sine’ (MG) and | (Par) (re-run) plus ‘I Met My Love 
week). Now established as biggest | ‘Jury’s Secret’ (U), $6,500. very good. | Again’ (UA), dual. Normal $9.000 
ait on any Boston screen in many, | Loew's (M.T.Co.) (3.200: 50)— | coming up. Last week slightly over 
many years. Fourth frame looks |*west of Shanehri’ (WB) and | $9.000 for ‘Gold’ (WB) (re-run) Dlus 
good for $22,000 or better. Third |‘Rinndes at Work’ (WR). Points to | ‘Patient in Room 18’ (FN ), Former 


week was extra big at $30,000. | }$5.000. fair. Last ‘eek, ‘Non Stop | pulls out Thursday for ‘Snow White’ 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300: 25-40- | New York’ (U) and ‘Prescription for | (RKO) simultaneous run here and 
45 I— ‘Sally. Jrene’ (20th) and ‘Blondes | Romance’ (U). $5,500. good. at UA. ? ; _ 
at Work’ (WB), dual. Good $18,500| princess (CT) (2.300: 50)—‘Ro-| United Artists (United Detroit) 


m the way. Last week. ‘Gold’ (WB) | mance in Dark’ (Par) and ‘Scandal (2,000; 30-40-65)—‘Yank at Oxford’ 


ynd ‘Penrod’ (WB), dual, away off at | Street? (Par). Should eross €4.500. (GY (34 week). PFinures to muster | 


ges fair, Last week, ‘Wise Girl’ (RKO) | only $45 oe, tllowing tal 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- and ‘Crashing Hollywood (RKO), $7500 lect week, Bul ; ae Phetsdas 

§$)—'Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) (2nd | eon $5,000. (10) f mage hap Te (RKO 1ursday 

veek). Maintaining very good pace.| Ornheum (Tnd) (1.100: 50)—‘Noth- a white’ ), 

liming at \ cry pleasing $14,000. First ing Sorred’ (TTA) (2d week ), Thev ———— eee 

rame very good $17.500. _ |are still nacking them in here and REP AFTER KARLOFF 


Paramount ‘(M&P) (1.800; 25-35- look for £4,000 after an initial $5,000, 


10-55)—Big Broadcast’ (Par) and | yverv good. Hollywood, March 8 


Scandal Street’ (Par), both 2nd! Cinema de Paris (France-Film) If deal now being negotiated be- 
tun, dual. Aiming at so-so $7,000. | (600: 50\—‘Citadelle de Silence’ (3d tween Republic and Boris Karlofl 
Last week, good $9,200 en hag weelr . Exnect fa A 1.700, after good | jells, the screen bogeyman will star 
on ‘al an ‘Su a y nnnA wraeale at ‘ ° 
Hearts (MG) and ‘Swing our | serond week at $2.200. . in two chillers under producer Jame 
Lady’ (WB). double. St. Denis (France-Film) (2.300; 34) Gleason 
Scollay (M&P) (2. 700; 95-! 35-40-50) —Tr Mprccrter’ and ‘La 13me En- : F. gs uld t I H Tit 
—Hurricane’ (UA) (3rd run) and /nnete de Grey.” Under average at lly gee Ray oe ae 
Broadway,’ with ‘Mr. Harvey's Um- 


‘Kid Comes Back’ (WB) (2nd run), '%4590. Lact week also down at : 
dual, looks like fair $6,500. Last $5,000 on ‘Mirage’ and ‘La Fessee.’ | brella’ as followup. 


though ‘Frankenstein’ in 1931 ex- Fox (WB) (2,300; 40-55-65 )—‘Slight 
ceeded gross by about $3,000. Admish| Case of Murder’ (WB). Going out 
was higher at that time and there| tonight (Tues.) after punk week at 
were fewer kid tickets sold. Sun-| $13,000. Last week, ‘Romance in the 
dey’s $5,554 on ‘Snow White’ was] Dark’ (Par), was scraping bedrock 
highest ever for the day, and Satur- | and tossed out after five davs at tear- 
day’s 17,000 admissions also set a! ful $7,200. ‘Sally, Irene’ ‘tomorrow 
mark. Of latter number 4,000 were | (Wed.). ; 
kids and 13,000 adults, Karlton (WB) (1,100; 40-50 )—‘Gola’ 
Town otherwise is so-so, influx of (WB) (2d run). Doing very nice at 


fairly good product boosting b. o.’s | $5.150. Last week, ‘Buccaneer’ (Par) 
beyond previous weeks recenily, but very nifty $4,000 in third stanza of 
nothing to cheer about. second run 7 


| Aldine (WB for This Week Keith’s (WB) (2,400: 40-50)—‘Ro- 

ine (WB) (1.200: 40-55-75)— | m; ; rk’ (Par) « ) 
| ‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA 1t} ge he . esis too aoe eee? (oe run) 
wa vyn ies JA) (4th week). | Slight improvement here over recep- 
Will hit the tape in final stretci,s with tion at first-run Fox, but still punke 
$7,500, good. Last week vi ry nice at | at $4,200. ‘Baroness and the B ite “* 


, $11,000. Hou e Will close during day (20th). last week, likewise at $1.16 
et row ae ) to preem “Tom! Stanley (WB) (3 000: 40-55-65) 

. "cod pb tomorrow night. i ‘Snow White’ (RKO). Doing all ex- 
‘By se = hg 12.400; 40-39-65 )- pecied of it with super-smash $20,600 
Bringing, Up Baby RKO) (2d! for opening stanza. In for «ix t 
ae ch i $12.500 this ses- | eight weeks. Last week. ‘Of Human 
sion after swell $19,809 in opening | Heerts’ (MG) poor $11,800 

allop ’ , 

war So Stanton (WB) (1.700: 20-40-50) 

9 p (W ° 97 -- ‘ ° © oe SUN 
Earle (WB) (2.000: 25-40-55) Start | ‘Lupin Returns’ (MG). Po« 66 660 


Che a 1 and Bat * 
~neerir (Col rand Fi W: ler orch | Lact week. ‘International Sottle ont’ 
m stage. Nice at $21,000, although (20th), fair $5,700 - 
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sid Kent on Neely Proposal; Avers 
[t Would Bankrupt the Exhibitor 


+ 





Assuming a role that amounts to a 
gemi-official spokesmen for the pro- 
ducer-distributors, Sid Kent in the 
following statement makes the first 
prepared attack for publication 
against the Neely bill to outlaw block 


pooking. It is a challenge directly 
against the practicability of the 


Neely bill, as well as against the 
motives which prompted its intro- 
duction. 

Kent released his statement to the 
press Monday (7). He leaves for the 
Coast Friday (11) with John D. 
Clark and Charles E. McCarthy. 





Kent Analyses the Neely Bill 


By S. R. Kent, President 
20th Century-Fox Film Corp. 


Where is the future selling to be 


done? In the exchanges I tell you 
And what can be sold under thi 
Bill? Nothing but finished product 


It will add millions to the inventories 
of every company in the busine 

and instead of helping the exhibito1 
operating one or two theatres against 
the circuit it w-ll do the opposite 
The circuits can and will maintain 
buyers in every exchange center out 
of which they are served and will 
have to. Their added cost will 
bad enough. Non-circuit exhibitors 
will have to do the same thing. Does 
anyone think producers can afford to | 
wear out 300 or 400 prints shipping 
them out to be screened before they | 


1 
De 


are purchased to everyone of the 
thousands of accounts they serve? 
Certainly not. But how else is it t 

be done? 


It has been said that this Bill is | 
not as drastic as the English law. In 
my opinion it is twice as drastic in 
its results. There you can hold a 
trade show which serves the pu-- 
poses of the Act. Under this Bill the 
producer, to be safe, must screen 
each picture for every buyer. A} 
trade showing for others will not 
comply with the law, as I see it, for 
the exhibitor who hasn't seen the 
picture. He must be furnished with 
a synopsis. A picture might have 
played in a thousand theatres a 
yet, under this Bill, you couldn't 
lease it without screening it for | 
every account that hadn't seen it and | 
still furnish a synopsis. No company 
can maintain and service its accounts 
as it is now doing. 

Sees Nobody Going Broke 

Where are all these exhibitors who 
went or are going broke under block 
booking? I can name all the leaders 
supporting this Bill and most of 
them have been in their organiza- | 
tions for over 20 years and have | 
more theatres today than they had | 
20 years ago. There are major pro- | 
ducing and exhibiting companies still | 
in the courts for reorganization, but | 
how many independents are in the 
courts or went through them during 
the last three or four years? This | 
company, for which I speak, serves 
over 10,000 accounts and I know the 
great and overwhelming majority we 
sell to prefer to buy our product as 
they are now buying it. This is a 
minority Bill, worked up by a 
minority with punitive purposes in 
mind, Back of it is the old false cry 
of ‘let the community choose your 
product.’ Will any exhibitor consult 
the community before he buys a pic- 
ture? 

We have the same old clique with 
us who want to do anything to de- | 
stroy the distributor - producers, | 
when, in my opinion, the real de- | 
struction will be in the exhibitor | 
ranks if this Bill goes through. | 


There are only a certain few com- 
panies, including this one, which can 
survive this Bill if enacted, but there 
are certain other companies, in my 
opinion, that cannot survive because 
they lack the finances required to 
double their present inventories, as 
they will be compelled to under its 
machinery, 

There are thousands of independ- 
ent exhibitors who can never main- | 
tain their present position by buying 
their pictures one at a time, as I say 
they will be forced to under this 
Act. You will find in a year or two 
that the supply of pictures, which 
you already complain is insufficient 
in number, will be much less in 
number than it is today. Any inde- 
pendent exhibitor who believes that 
this Bill is a triumph for the inde-| 
pendent jis writing his own bank- 
ruptcy, in my opinion, and I am very 
Careful in expressing any Opinion 
upon any legislation of this or any 
other kind and am not careless in 
my statements, 
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| tion originally was submitted months 


defeat of dog-racing bill, Sunday 
|closing law and chain theatre tax 


| outdoor, 


| side or 


|committee but held in sub-commit- 


| from theatres. 


'for social security ‘and relief. 


| luxury 


| tainment that collected the 1937 state 
| sales tax of le up to June 8, and 2c 
| after that date turned into the State 





Cinecolor’s $194,463 
Stock Issue Okayed 


Washington, March 8, 

In-and-out request of Cinecolor, 
Inc., tinted celluloid producing firm, 
for permit to peddle $194,463 worth 
of stock to bolster financial condi- 
ind facilitate expansion was ap- 
proved last week by Securities & 
Exchange Commission. Application 
for 129,642 shares of 
became __ effective 


tion 


registration of 
$1.50 common 
March 3. 
Through G. Brashears & Co., Cine- 
color will market 104,142 shares to 
ssued and 25.500 to be donated 
stockholders for resale. Applica- 


be 1 
by 
izo and then withdrawn for unstated 
reasons, 


ALL ANTI-AMUS. BILLS 
KAYOED IN KENTUCKY 


Frankfort, Ky., March 8. 
Theatres scored a clean sweep in 
the Kentucky legislature during its 
session which closed midnight, 
March 1. Got favorable verdict on 
all bills affecting amusements. 


Legalization of bank nights and 


bill figured biggest victories. 

Among bills affecting theatres acted 
on during session were: Senate Bill 
No. 86, Sunday closing law, killed in 
commttee; Senate Bill No. 222, assess- 
ing 3°% tax on gross proceed of bank 
nights and race tracks, killed in com- 
mittee. 

House Bill No. 182, legalizing bank 
nights, ete., passed House 55-18 and 
Senate 24-7. 

House Bill No. 210, requiring that 
circuses, carnivals, ete., indoor or 
must apply to circuit or 
county court three months in ad- 
vance for permit and advertise in 
newspapers three consecutive weeks 
prior to performance. Passed. 

House Bill No. 422, chain theatre 
tax bill, introduced six days before 
adjournment, set license fees up to 
$3.60 per seat per annum, depending 
on number of theatres in chain, in- 
outside Kentucky. Passed 
House, 52-6. Passed Senate rules 
ee. 

House Bill No. 245, repealing oc- 
cupational tax of 20 cents per seat 
Passed. 

House Bill No. 378, legalizing and 
regulating dog-racing in Kentucky. 
Killed. 

Theatres were represented by W. 
K. Carpenter, representing Asso- 
ciated Theatre Owners of Kentucky. 
Works out of Columbus, O. 





La.’s 2% Tax 
New Orleans, March 8. 
general sales tax to finance 

security and relief will be 
among the recommendations ex- 
pected to be made by Governor 
Richard W. Leche when the state 
legislature convenes in May, it was 
learned Saturday (5). 

Enactment of the levy, which the 
governor estimates will bring $7,000, - 
Ove to $3,000,000 annually, would re- 
lease le of the gasoline tax now paid 
The 
proposed sales tax would replace the 
tax, which produced total 
revenue of $3,538,786 in 1937, 


A 2% 


social 


St. Louis, March 8. 
Theatres and other forms of enter- 


Treasury a total of $303,166 accord- 
ing to a statement released by State 
Auditor Forrest Smith last week. Of 
this amount the film houses collected 
$935,128: other shows, attractions and 


amusements, $38,413, sports, $25,776; 
dances, $3,844. The total sales tax 
collected during the year reached 


$16,871,021. 


Hollywood, March 8. 
February was marked by a low 
tide in extra placements, total hit- 





ting 21,0900, about 4,000 below month- 
ly average for the previous year. 


Decrease would have been even | 
treater had it not been for the} 
heavy demands for Metro's ‘Marie | 


Antoinette. 


‘Snow White’s’ Vox Pop 


Minneapolis, March 8. 

In order to throw some light on 
the query as to whether ‘Snow 
White’ frightens children, the Minne- 
apolis Star assigned reporters to 
question youngsters from three to 12 
years of age as they left Orpheum 
on the opening day of the picture’s 
run here. The ‘interviews’ were pub- 
lished on the front page of the sec- 
ond section with an eight column 








streamer head—swell publicity for | 
the attraction. 

It was found, according to the 
newspaper, that ‘most Minneapolis 
children were not even startled at 
the witch,’ which most reviewers 
have predicted wouid alarm them. 


All labeled the picture ‘swell or at 
least o.k.,’ the paper said. 


Names and addresses of the kid- 
dies were given. Most of the quotes 
were direct. 

One three-year-old was ‘a little 
wee bit frightened when the spirit 
came out of the mirror.’ Another 
seven-year-old girl was ‘sort of 


afraid of the witch.” A 10-year-old 
boy said he’d rather have seen Tom 
Mix while a four-year-old girl would 
rather have gone to the Shriners’ 
circus. Still another nine-year-old 
lad would ‘rather see a good west- 
ern,’ 


Detroit, March 8. | 
For the first time in many years, | 
a feature will be shown here simul- | 
taneously at two first-run spots when | 
‘Snow White’ (RKO) moves into | 
United Detroit’s Madison and United | 
Artists theatres this Thursday (5). | 
Figured it will permit all who wish | 
to see film a to do it ina 
hurry and thus not tie up houses too | 
long and hold back other commit- 
ments. Spots hold about 2,000 per- 
sons each. 


Repeal of Mass. Blue 
Laws Defeated 73-49; 


Jersey Laws Easing 


chance 








Boston, March 8. 
By a vote of 73-49, after a bitter | 
debate in the House of Representa- | 


tives, the Massachusetts legislature | 
rejected a proposal to wipe out an| 





old blue law in force in the Bay | pany activities or dumping into 77B, | 
and permit/is regarded as highly damaging to | 
| the industry as a whole. While tem- | 
porarily the Neely law might aid | 
they | 


State for generations 
dancing in theatres on Sundays. 

The bill had two strikes on it com- 
ing into the House of Representatives 
inasmuch as the legislative com-| 
mittee to which it had been referred | 
and which had held hearings on it, | 
recommended the rejection. ‘Keep | 
Sunday a holy day’ was another | 
effective argument against the bill. 

Fighting the battle for liberaliza- 
tion of the law, Rep. George Leary | 
of Boston’s West End argued that | 
mayors and city councils have full | 
authority to protect public from im-| 
moral presentations and are quite | 
capable of handling such situations. | 
He attacked the opponents of the leg- | 
islation, saying they were principally 
representatives of the Lord’s Day 
League who oppose ‘dancing in the 
flesh. He emphasized that such 
flicker teams as Ginger Rogers aid/ 
Fred Astaire appear in talking films 
where dancing has a prominent part 
and asserted that ‘if there is any- 
thing offensive to people in this, then 
I am wrong.’ 


{ 


Easton, Pa., March 3. | 

Small towns on the Jersey side of 
the Delaware river are relaxing in 
their former strong stands against 
Sunday films. A few weeks ago the 
voters of Belvidere, a town of about | 
3,000, near Easton, voted for Sunday 
pix. 

Last week council of High Bridge, 
another town near here with a popu- 
lation of about 3,000, granted a re- | 
quest of the management of the High 
Bridge theatre that Sunday shows be 
permitted. There was no opposition 
to the request, 


‘Polo’ for Music Hall? 


Negotiations on between 
United Artists and Radio City Music 
Hall to spot ‘Marco Polo’ in the Hall. 
Otherwise it goes into the Rivoli 
N. Y., which also wants it. 

Meantime, UA is virtually set on 
another picture for the Hall, ‘Divorce 
of Lady X,” general release of which 
is being held pending a definite date. | 
‘Polo’ might be saved until Lent Is 
over. 


are 


Negotiations are also on to shunt 
‘Bluebeard’s Eighth Wife’ and 
‘Romance in the Dark,’ Paramount 
pictures yet to be released, into the) 


Hall. Both are off the schedule for 
the Par, N. Y., pending the 


of any deals. 


settling 


| who 


|} such 


| block booking bill 


| tributors 


| current 


though Neely’s Bill Looks Cold 


VARIETY 


—— 





This Session, the Film Business Is 
Firing Plenty of Ammunition 


Though the industry generally is 


holding out hope that the Neely 
anti-block booking bill never will 
come to an actual vote in present 


session of Congress, film leaders are 
not taking any chances. Nor is the 
Hays office. Salesmen executives 
and legal lights have been in hud- 
dles about every other day now for 


ithe past two weeks mapping out a 


campaign for combating the Neely 
threat. 
Though independent producers 


might be left high and dry by Neely 
proposals, should they become a 
national law, latest industry tack for 
opposing anti-block booking is to 
salvage weaker major companies 
might be jeopardized by the 
law. Stipulations of the measure 
make it imperative for salesmen to 
have finished product before any 
picture can be sold. Operating on 
hand-to-mouth basis would 


force producers to lay out all pro-| 


duction costs before a single cent 


could be collected. That’s the literal | 


interpretation of the law, though 
larger companies conveivably could 
secure advance rentals from affili- 
ated circuits before film was entirely 
finished, 

Peculiar part about such an align- 
ment is that the larger major com- 
panies could weather the storm. 
They would be able to produce a pic- 
ture at a time and could afford to 
wait for the rentals to come in, be- 
ing situated financlally so that they 
could go ahead on the next feature. 


But with independent producers and | 
have | 
been securing production money in| 


several majors, who of late 
loans when the banker is guaran- 
teed a specific number of contracts, 
Neely bill lineup would halt all such 
loans. 
be promised financial 
formerly advanced coin. 

Even with 
panies, curtailing of smaller com- 


these larger producing firms, 
would not want to disturb the pres- 
ent alignment of companies. 
executives even admit that a large 
number of independent or minor 
producers makes for a healthy state 
in the business. Which is an added 


reason why they think the Neely | 
measure is a stupid bit of legislation. | 

Neely measure doubtlessly would | 
set up trade showings on each film | 


as done presently in England. Any 
film that was unduly delayed in com- 


pletion would be held back from ex- | 


hibitors to pass on at a trade show 


{and then arrange future bookings 


on it. Just what would happen to 
minor ‘B’ pictures on the matter of 


bookings is problematical, but many | 


believe it would reduce the number 


of rentals and also the ratio of re-| 


turn on them 
present intake. 


as compared with 


Hays Office Denials 


Sweeping denial of main points 
made in the report sent to the U. S. 


state commerce on the Neely anti- 
was made in a 
reply filed with the Senate by the 
Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
Association on behalf of 
its producing and distributing mem- 
bers. Reply was formulated after 
almost daily huddles of legal and 
sales representatives of major com- 


| panies at the Hays office in last two 


weeks. 


Industry's reply centered on the 
primary purpose of the Neely bill 
and so-called secondary purpose, 


seeking to disprove absence of com- 


munity freedom in selection of pic- | 


tures and also that it 
hibitors are oppressed by monopo- 
listic trade practices. It points out 
that no hearings were held by the 
committee on the bill, 


is untrue ex- 


No advance bookings could | 
houses that | 


larger picture com-| 


Some | 


Senate by the committee on inter- | 


slogans and catch-words used 
proponents of the bill. 

‘The report does not assert that 
communities have been studied to 
learn how motion pictures exhibited 


by 


to the people resident therein are 
elected,’ reads the reply, ‘or how 
the residents of the community se- 
lect the motion pictures which they 
attend. Nor was there a disclosure 
of such fact at any hearing.’ 

Reply also Yenied that any ob- 
cene or vicious pictures were forced 
on exhibitors or that the majors 
even made them. 

Under the tyranny of the pro- 
posed measure, the reply points out 
‘an American art industry which ‘as 


outstripped the competing efforis of 
other countries, even where Govern- 
| ment-fostered and nurtured, is ex- 
;posed to the act of the guillotine, 
which would decapitate all, the very 
smallest as well the oldest and 
most important.’ 


as 


Not Monopolistic 


Though the secondary purpose of 
| the bill is to hit alleged monopolistic 
| practices by halting block booking, 
| the reply states that the practice has 
| been found not to be monopolistic 
| by the courts. It also points to the 
| cancellation privileges enjoyed by 
exhibitors from most companies. 
Defends, too, the booking by blocks 
as economical and prerequisite for a 
successful theatre operation. 

Language of the Neely bill is curi- 
ously inept to members of the in- 
dustry, according to the reply. It 
also claims that it ‘is hard to under- 
stand how they can disregard the 
testimony of those leaders and 
| spokesmen of the foremost com- 
| panies of the industry who gave it 
las their opinion that it would inflict 
| severe hardship and monetary losses 
|on the industry.’ 


| As one industry spokesman point- 
led out this week, the Neely bill was 
| pushed through by folks who know 
|nothing about the film business or 
have any stake in it. He summarized 
the measure by saying it did two 
fundamental things: (1) it abolished 
block booking, meaning that each 
picture had to be booked separately, 
and (2) it makes compulsory, on 
penalty of heavy fine and jail term, 
the inclusion of a complete synopsis 
on each picture. Latter cannot be 
| supplied until a film is finished and 
| finally cut for distribution. 

Even such synopsis might vary 
from one person’s interpretation of 
what transpired on the screen. This 
would enable an exhibitor to play it, 
and then sue the distributor on the 
| grounds that the synopsis varied 
| from the finished film. 

The individual booking of a fea- 
ture would make little difference 
with larger exhibitors in or near 
exchange centers. But for little the- 
atre operators in distast spots, it 
would mean he would have to travel 
in for each picture’s trade showing 
or accept the salesman’s word and 
the finished If the sales 
force had to make these individual 
l trips on each production, the smaller 
| exhib would suffer anyway because 
this expense would be figured into 
the picture’s rental. 


synonsis 





GUINN WILLIAMS’ $1,375 
AWARD AGAINST METRO 


Hollywood, March 8. 
In the first ruling of its kind by 
the Screen Actors Guild, Metro was 
|ordered to pay $1,375 to Guinn Wil- 
| liams salary on an overlapping 
freelance contract. 


as 


| While at RKO, actor was given an 


though request was made by the in- | 


dustry which the bill seeks to regu- 
late. Reply points out that argu- 
ments before the Senate sub-com- 
mittee which listened to arguments 
back in 1934 did not go to the full 


committee of that Congress and 
that composition of the committee 
has changed since then 

‘Community freedom,’ as used in 
the senate committee’s report, 
tabbed by the reply as a catch-word 


and also bemoans other appealing 


overiapping contract in a Metro pic- 
ture. By jockeying between studios 
he completed the M-G deal. Metro 
balked at paying and the case went 
to arbitration, with unanimous deci- 
in favor of Williams 


COMPTON VICE VOIGHT 
Walter Compton, assistant to Al 
Adams, advertising-publicity head at 
t R reached Hollywood 
lur past week to assume come 
mand of publicity and advertising at 
tudio, succeeding Hubert Voight, 


dropped a week ago. 


sion 


ane) 


epnublic h.o., 


ing the 


the 


Before coming to New York two 
years ago, Cumpton was with Loew's 
in Columbus, O. He stopped over 
there, his home town, on the way 
west, 
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Hoyts Wedge Into Tasmania Seen; 


Deals a Blow at GUT Domination 


cca > 





Hobart, Tasmania, Feb. 22 NEW SOUND RECORDER 
Hoyts is reported ready to break 
into this territory before the end of WEIGHS ONLY 25 LBS 
March by taking over City Hall au + 
ditoriums in Launceston and Hobart. : 
Each house has about 3,000 seats Ber] n, March 1. 
Hold x-month options on boin PortaLle Mintcore, smailest sound 
paces recording machine on the Continent, 
For years Greater Union has dom- the latest development of the Ger- 
inated this territory virtually alone.!man Klangfilm, which recently gave 
Not only does the initial deal indi- a private pent ctical demonstration of | 
caie that Hoyts is going to provide] this new vention. First machines | 
some opposition but it is understood | are suppo ail to be ready for de-| 
that the circuit, through Snider-| livery this year. 
Dean, will build its own theatres Complete equipment is. neatly | 
later. Hoyts has a strong product | stowed away in a suitcase with the | 
lineup. Hobart has 60,900 popula- ; whole outfit weighing no more than | 
tion while Launceston has only | 29 pounds, ordinary baggage weight. 
32,833. | Exireme lightness of this tune box | 
lis expected to revolutionize news- | 
Sydney, Feb. 22. | reels and sport reports, educational | 
Doubt looms as to whether Metr | shorts and expedition pictures, in | 
will renew its lease on the Liberty | fact all autdoor shooting, since sound | 
theatre, expiring in the next few | recording on any spot is made pos- 
months. House was taken over from | S!ble by it. This will eliminate the 
Imperial Theatres, headed by Herc faulty play-back technique neces- 
McIntyre and David Martin, to en- | Stated by the unwieldy reproduction 
y | machines in use now. 


able MGM to spot ace product for | 
long runs outside of its own St. | 
James, | 

Liberty, with less than 700 seats, 
was taken over by Metro to intro- | 
duce ‘Good Earth.’ Present film is 
‘Maytime,’ now set to conclude a | 
smashing six-month run. 

Alignment which finds Metro sup- 
plying features to Greater Union 
plus its own St. James and Liberty 
requirements, probably will figure in 
the decision on disposition of the 
Liberty lease. Just a question of 
being able to supply product. Metro 
also has a house in Melbourne, two 
in Brisbane and has signatured a | 
pact for another theatre in Perth. | 

if the Liberty lease is not re- | 
newed the house may go back to | 
the Imperial outfit, with Here Mc- | 
Intyre probably spotting some Uni- | 
versal pictures in spite of the tieup 
with Greater Union. sncidentally. | 
U's ‘Show Boat’ holds house record | 
of nearly one year. | 


ts | 
| 





Ledse on the Liberty, Sydney, 
still in doubt, according to informa- 
tion at Metro’s home office. 


URGE GALE OFF 
SCREEN POOLS: 


London, March 1. 
First official move by Cinemato- 
graph Exhibitors Assn. to protest 
against acceptance by Arthur Gale, 
honorary treasurer of C.E.A., of seat 
on the board of Screen Pools came 
from Manchester section, in resolu- 











Because of its diminutive propor- | 
tions, the Minicord demands very 
little preparation and permits rapid | 
application, an added advantage of 
particular importance in case of un- | 
expected events. 


Deeds Goes To 
Town in Arabic; | 


Goofy Results 





| to British 
| (distribution) 


By ARTHUR SETTEL | 


Cairo, Feb. 26. | 

Misr Studios have just produced | 
a dubbed version of ‘Mr. Deeds Goes 
to Town’ (Col), which is to be -t 
| first of a series of ‘Arabicizing’ U. 
films. 

It's difficult to decide whether the 
maiden product is a joke or some- 
thing prophetic. When the ad trail- 
ers were splashed all over town and 
a mixed audience came down to the 
Royal Cinema to see the opener, the | 
crowds roared with laughter. Espe- | 
cially were the sides of the Egyp- | 

ian lads and lassies shaking. They 
thought it mighty funny to see Gary 
Cooper and Jean Arthur jabbering | 
in colloquial, guttural, but perfect 
Arabic. 

One local Arabic rag said, hogecorge. | 
quite so funny has ever come out of 
Hollywood.’ But in spite of the com- 
edy, the pic is making money. 

Now that the novelty has begun 
to wear off, the Misr people are look- | 
ing around for new successes which 





tion to be submitted to full General 
Council of Assn. March 9. Resolu- 
tion expressed strong disapproval to 


any C.E.A. officer taking an active 
part in the football pool, and re- 


pretted shares in the undertaking 
should be held by the Trade Benevo- 
Jent Fund, 
have adver: 
cerned the Fund’s income. 

Gale, at present in Monte Carlo, 
just won't talk at this time. It is 
understood his nomination for the 


assn. office will be opposed at annual | 


meeting March 8, when Fred A. | 
Prior, Nottingham, will oppose him. 


As affects the Benevolent Fund. 
Reginald Bromhead, chairman, em- 
phasizes that shares in Screen Pools 
were presented by a benefactor and 
do not represent any investment by 
the fund. It is an open secret the 
benefactor was Sir William Jury, one 
of the fund’s principal backers, who 
made them a present of their con- 
valescent home. 

Manchester section also decided on 
protest to B.B.C. against broadcasting 
of football results in sports bulletins 
at 6:10 p. m., claiming thousands of 
pool investors stay home from early 
evening performances so as to check 
their forecasts. 


FISH SHORT 
Holiywood, March 8. 
Cosmorama Productions, indie out- 
fit Jaunched to film current events 
not covered by the major newsreels, 
has completed its first 1,500-foot re- 





lease, ‘The Fishing Fleet.’ 
Briefie dispicts the controversy 
now raging between American anc 


Japanese fishermen on Los Angeles’ 
Terminal Island. 


as this was calculated to | 
e publicity value as con- | 


can be rendered into Arabic-speak- | 
ies. Official view here is that ‘Mr. 
Deeds’ ought .o have been seen by 
the millions of illiterates here, who, 


mal English-speaking pix of Holly- 
wood, don’t care much for the home- 


duced in the Pyramids studios. 

| Sound cutting, due to the retention 
| of the sound effects of the original 
is crude. For instance, in the court 
room scene, When Cooper appeals to 
his unemployed supporters, his ap- 
peal, in ringing Arabic, is heard in 
silence, but the instant the crowd 
is flashed, the roars of approval burst 
upon the audience as though some- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
! 


ball stadium. 


certain parts of the adaptation. 
read in a soft voice by her as a short 
Arabic poem. But when it came to 


singing ‘Swanee River’ and another 


words and music. 
Swingin’ in Arabic 
To hear both stars speaking Arabic 





is a sufficient strain on local cre- 
dulity. But to hear them singing 


Arabic music would make the prod- 
uct the farce of the century. 
Dubbed version has special inter- 
est from the language point of view 
Serious orations like those of the pro- 
fessor in the courtroom scene con- 
| cerning subnormals, abnormals, etc.. 
| were given in the so-called ‘classical 
| Arabic.’ which is used in the rag 
by the wiseacres and the intelligent- 
ia. Gary Cooper's final reply, how- 
ever, in which he points out every- 
jone’s habit of ‘doodling’ in some 


| both 


|amusement enterprises, Iles invested 
| heavily in rebuilding and extending 


| release. 


|unemployment. Where hundreds 
| regularly 


while failing to understand the nor- | 
| plified more vividly in setting up of 


made dramas which are being pro- | 


,|B. & D. fire, and the Associated Brit- 


one had opened the door to a foot- | 
Neat discrimination was shown in 


Cooper’s poem to Jean Arthur was | 


song, the adapters wisely allowed 
| these to remain in the original, both | 


Color N.S.G. in Denmark 


Copenhagen, March 1. 

Figured Denmark IJspr’t ready for 
color films. Both ‘A Star Is Born’ 
(UA) and ‘Vogues of 1938’ (UA) 
_ | flopped badly here, despite splendid ; —__—_—_—. 
reviews and plenty of publicity. No | 
the bad business 
except that pos sibly the public didn’t 


LONDON EXHIB GROUPS 
me ire cane ave shunning an} IN FILM EXPOSE ROW 


color picts. | 





one 


oS a London, March 1 
tumpus is going on among mem- 
BRITISH SLUMP :." bers the Cinematograph Exhib- 
Assn. on account of how-they- 
done-it trailers for spectacle pic- 


Official 


made to 


tures representations are 


BANKRUPTS 2. =: 


uA 


American producers, 


asking ’em to stop sending the trail- 


ers over. Squawk was precipitated 

| by the United Artists short revealing 

| secrets of storm effects of ‘The Hur- 

oaey lricane.’ Metro was also criticized 

ifor similar advance tags for ‘Good 

London, March 3. | Earth’ and ‘Mutiny on the Bounty.’ 

Pressure of the worst studio slump |_ Jack Prendergast, chairman of the 
the industry has ever known has | Leeds section C.E.A., declared Amer- 
We ; icans did not understand the psy- 

Griven two more victims into the chology of the English, who regard- 
corner. For both Rock Studios, Ltd., | ed mystery as part of the art of the 
and Soskin Productions, Ltd., the | theatre and hated being disillusioned. 


Harry Hopkins, veteran exhib, de- 


creditors of ; 
clared his experience was how-they- 


meeting this week 
rpose of winding 
in High Court are set for | 


Pix Disinterest 


In British Trade 


writing is on the wall, 
companies 
the pu 


Hearings 


for up. |}ences and were invariably a floppo. 





March 7, 
Simultaneously John Henry Iles, 
backer of Joe Rock’s production ven- 
tures, filed his petition in bankrupt- 
cy. One of Britain’s 
men, sponsor of 


premier show- 
carnivals and 


the Rock studios at Elstree and fi- 
nanced production of later pictures, 
‘The Edge of the World,’ 
which were turned over 
‘Independent Exhibitors 


Co., the recently | 
launched franchise setup, of which | 
Iles was for a period on the board. iby the film 


Joe Rock drove his stake into the | that the United States may consider 
business when he produced a series 


including 


several of Washington, March 8. 


Formal disinterest in British trade | 





industry, 


lowerin resent inconsequential 
of comedies with Leslie Fuller, but | & P : we q : 
neither these nor subsequent pro- | tariffs on foreign-made pix. 
ductions achieved outstanding suc- With the deadline for filing briefs 


cess at the b.o. Even ‘Edge of the 


| World,’ which d fi abl tical 
SEER, WHER STEW FRNOTEEE Beemer | views past, no filmite is scheduled to 





Infantile Paralysis Raps Aussie; 
World Pic Biz Otherwise Strong 


$+ 


Sydney, Feb. 22. 
Infantile paralysis outbreak ig 
spreading throughout New South 


Wales and theatre men are becoming 


more anxious, Parents have been ad- 
vised to keep children away from 
crowds, including theatre matinees, 


No action has been taken to close 
theatres to the children and it re- 
garded as doubtful whether the 
health authorities will enforce any 
such measure. Governmental offi- 
cials stated during the week that the 


outbreak was under control. 

In Victoria, South Australia, 
Queensland and Tasmania showmen 
have been hard hit because of the 
i.p. scourge, according to leaders of 
the pic industry. One big chain op- 
erator admitted that if New South 
Wales is hit as hard as the other 
states with the i:p., the loss weckly 


| would reach enormous heights. 


| offered to 
| ducing advertising 


“ ° . | ere yr 4 g > 
_done-its were not popular with audi- | erators throughout the 


| however, 


Press has generally been handling 
the current situation carefully. In 
Victoria the newspapers played up 
the epidemic to a great extent and 
created a panic that hurt theatre op- 
state. Later, 
a more modified coverage 
Was instituted, and one or two papers 
assist showmen by re- 
rates. Couple of 


| distribs agreed to cut rentals to assist 


Treaty Shown 


| trade with ‘Ebb Tide.’ 


| 


| 


treaty hearings was shown this week | 
, . , | record 
despite hint |} 


and asking chance to present oral | 


| comment, proved more suitable to | 

diletante tastes than for the pop | orate during the anticipated two- | 

trade. | week hearings at which U. S. pro- 
Soskin Productions made modest | ducers and importers will argue for 

British pictures at Beaconsfield and |and against concessions on_ both | 

later at B. & D. stages, Elstree, in- | sides. Gabfest starts Monday (14) 


several for United Artists |with host of trade groups slated to 
Simon and Paul Soskin | beef about any duty reductions, 
American pic interests, 


cluding 


then conceived the vast Amalga- 
mated Studios 
completing the buildings which have ‘lobbying for weeks to get Roosevelt 
never been put into operation. administration to make some rep- | 
resentations against the stringent | 


Elstree, once the lively hub of | 
British production, is now officially 
a distressed area, one of the many 
| black spots on Ministry of Labor 
charts indicating localities of acute 


tions begin. Understood Hollywood | 
attitude has been fully expressed | 
through Will Hays, Charles Peiti- 
john, Fred Herron and other asso- | 
ciation emissaries, 





streamed into the busy 
studios, the only line now to be seen 
is the breadline. Condition is exem- 


a soup kitchen for the hungry chil- 
dren of the workless technicians. 
| Three studios idle, one no more 


than the faint charred relics of the London, March 1. 


Negotiations are practically com- 
pleted between John Maxwell, head 
|of Associated British Picture Corp., 
| to dispose of around 15 smallies, lo- 
| cated in the Midlands and Lanca- 
| shire districts. 
man and Jack Covell, local men who 
were formerly films salesmen for 
major American companies, and now 





ish plant, nine stages in capacity, | 
with one picture at work—that 
Elstree today In Parliament and 
throughout the picture industry the 
Films Bill continues to be _ tossed 
back and forth; at Elstree the man- 
power sits. . .and rots. 





form or another, is in ‘colloquial’ | 
speech of Egypt. Point being that | 
spoken Arabic differs from city to 
city, country to country, written 
being standardized. This may tend 
to limit the pic’s sales in places like 
| Palestine and Iraq. 

Translators had a tough little job | 
when they had to render the Ameri- 
|can jokes into Arabic and it was 
swell to hear the jokes go over—al- 


jin the same locality. 
Maxwell houses are part of the old | 
Regent Circuit, which 
formed some years ago, comprising 
several second-graders, and were 
berm operated by Ralph Bromhead. 

Maxwell's idea of sale is to get 
rid of all his secondary houses, im- 
proving the tone of his circuit. Deal, 
which comprises leases on a rental | 





through | 
project at Elstree, | Hays organization officers, have been | 
| oner of Zenda’ 


| British restrictions when the negotia- | 


Buyers are D. Freed- | 


| own between them around 12 houses | 
Most of the | 


| the showmen who were very 


| 
| 


‘MAXWELL MAY SELL 
15 SMALLIE THEATRES 


|is holding up well throughout the 
| Dominion. 
| Dallas’ 


hard 
hit through b.o. failure. 

Infantile paralysis scare is hurting 
mat biz. ‘Ali Baba’ (20th) folds 
after good run, but ‘Parnell’ (M-G) 
went into a floppo and will be re- 


placed by ‘Firefly’ (MG) ‘Awful 
Truth’ (Col) is highlight in biz and 


set for about six weeks. ar hit low 
with ‘The Barrier,’ = may catch 
Zola’ (WB)isa 
cinch on smash trade and will stick. 
‘Maytime’ (M-G) folds after excel- 
lent spin next week, and ‘Night Must 
Fall’ (M-G) also bows out after a 
run. ‘Damsel in _ Distress’ 
(RKO) is okay on moderate gross, 
and ‘Wife, Doctor, Nurse’ (20th) 
quits this week after so-so spell. 
‘Victoria the Great’ (RKO) may do 
well, but doubtful just now. Weekly 
trade is fair with ‘Bulldog Drum- 
mond’ (Par), and ‘Two Wise Maids’ 


(AD). New ones listed include ‘Dead 
End’ (UA), ‘Lovers and Luggers’ 
(AD), and ‘Jericho’ (AD). 


In legit, Balalaika’ is still doing 
well, and vaude-revue keeps up okay 
for Tivoli. 





Melbourne, Feb, 22. , 
Fine lineup here should bring 
plenty to the b.o. List shows ‘Pris- 
(UA), a smash hit, 
| with ‘Maytime’ (M-G) likewise. Ree 
vival of ‘On Our Selection’ (AD) 
set for big biz, and ‘Wings of the 
Morning’ (GB) swings easily into its 
eighth week. Rest include ‘Barrier’ 
(Par), ‘Paradise for Two’ (UA). and 
‘You Can't Have Everything’ (20th). 
Legit has ‘Okay for Sound,’ and 
vaude-revue is tops for Tivoli. 





Auckland, N. Z., Feb. 22. 
Public here and in erin 
Christchurch and Dunedin continue 
to root for Yankee product and biz 


Current list shows 
(UA), ‘Emile Zola’ (WB), 
‘Artists and Models’ (Par), ‘They 
Gave Him a Gun’ (MG), ‘Hurricane’ 
(UA), ‘Maytime’ (MG), ‘Ali Baba’ 
(20th), ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par), ‘Action 
for Slander’ (UA), ‘Prisoner of 
Zenda’ (UA), ‘Stage Door’ (RKO), 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th), with British hav- 
ing ‘Victoria the Great’ (RKO). It's 
a grand lineup and spelling heavy 
biz. Williamson-Tait is touring ‘Over 
| She Goes’ with George Gee, and Fay 


‘Stella 


Maxwell | C°Mpton in a series of British plays. 





The Hague, Feb. 28. 
‘Zola’ (WB) is still doing strong 
business in the Apollo theatre here, 


| where the picture is in its fifth week. 


| 


| solid 
| Tuschinski, 
; Week with ‘Road Back’ (U). 


most gave the writer nostalgia. Con- | basis, involves around $200,000, with | 

tinuous use of ‘O.K.,’ ‘au revoir’ and several Lancashire business men 

‘bon soir’ in disleque sounded off- behind the venture. 

key. Use of the Arabic ‘Na’am, Ya 

Sidi’ ‘meaning ‘Aye, My Dear 

Chap’) in place of the normal word- Cochrane’s Jap Honor 

ace, was oke. Tokyo, March 8. 
Gary Cooper's part was played by| Tom Cochrane, Paramount gen- 

Mahmoud el Meligi, 25, six years in|eral manager in Orient who died 

the business, with a voice supposed | last November, will be given a gov- 

to be double of the star’s. Jean Ar-|ernment memorial foundation by 

thur’s part was taken by Amina Nour Japan. First American to be so 

el Dine, 24, formeriy with the Na-/! honored. 

tional Troupe, and who knows Eng- Memorial is for work done dur- 


| L nc ts “¢ * i ; r - 
jd o@ ell her Arabic. iing many years service in East : 


| in the Royal, 


the 
(‘The 
third 

Palace. 
arts this 

Garbo’s 
‘Marie Walewska’ (‘Conquest’) (M-G) 
iS going great, as well as in Amster- 
dam, where the picture already has 
run four weeks in two theatres, 
Corso and Alhambra, as in the 
Hague. where Passage and Princesse 
are showing it. Premiere of this 
week are ‘Music for Madame’ (RKO) 
Amsterdam, and ‘Art- 
(Par) in the Roxy, 


| Another success in this town is 
French film, ‘Carnet cu bal’ 
Dancing-Card’), booked for a 
week in Metropole 
Amsterdam, st 


ists and Models’ 
Amsterda 
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Defeat of Mex Anti-Import Bill 
Promises Break for U. S. Film Biz’ 


Sea oa 


Mexico City, March 8, 

Better attitude toward the picture 
business in this country is seen in 
the overwhelming defeat of the 
radical bill presented by the Na- 
tional Cinematographic Workers 
union in the Mexican _ senate. 
Whether it is only a temporary halt 
to the complete domination pre- 
viously exercised by the union group 
is uncertain, but it at least re- 
garded as a healthy sign. 

Proposed bill would have either 
banned all foreign-made 
imposed such heavy re- 
that exhibitors in Mexico 
had to depend almost 
domestic productions. 
was that such a 
stimulated home 
did not indicate 
what Mexican theatres would use 
for shows until local producers 
speeded up their schedules. 
Senators asserted that 
clamp on foreign imports would 
prove well-nigh disastrous for the 
industry whole and would toss 
thousands of Mexicans out of work 
Legislators plainly informed union 
leaders that Mexico must have for- 


is 


entirely 
films or 
stric 
would 
entirely 
Union 


tions 
have 
on 
argument 
law would have 
production, but 


such a 


as a 


eign pictures, especially U. S. pro- 
ductions, because the local _ pro- 
ducers have not developed to the 


extent that they can supply a steady 
flow of films. 

Of the boxoffice pictures shown 
in Mexico, it is estimated that 85° 
to 90% are American-made, Cur- 
rently, the sentiment among _ local 
representatives of American. dis- 
tributing firms is that additional 
labor trouble, demands for higher 
salaries and increased taxes may 
force them to curb operations in 
this country. Labor has been al- 
most a constant headache to Amer- 
icans and others in the business here 
during the last three or four years. 
Exhibitors 


are particularly worried 
because they realize that their best 
product, which makes their business 


prosper, comes from the U. S. 


HUTCHINSON TO N. Y.; 
PIC EXECS ON MOVE 


With the arrival of W. J. Hutch- 
inson, 20th-Fox foreign sales chief, 
in New York this week, there will 
be a realignment of movements by 
major film company sales heads 
throughout the world. Arthur M. 
Loew, Metro's foreign sales mana- 
ger, is due in Hongkong today (Wed- 
nesday). He remains there until 
March 14, taking in Australia on his 
homeward trek. Due in Sydney 


early in April and back in the U. S. 
late in May. 








John W. Hicks, Jr., Paramount 
foreign head, sailed from Panama 
March 4 with his next scheduled 


stop in Peru. He plans to visit most 
South American key spots before re- 
turning via Europe. Joseph H. Sei- 
delman, Universal's foreign chief, 
Still is in hatte 


2 New Budapest Indies 


Budapest, Feb. 26. 
Two Budapest studios, Hunnia and 
Filmiroda, are to open their own 
theatres next season, adding two new 
de luxe first-run cinemas to those 
now running. One of them probably 
will be on the transformed New York 











restaurant’s premises, a few years 
ago Budapest's smartest eating place, 
now on the decline. 

Home Office grants the new | 


licenses to liberate local film produc- 
tion from the grip of Istvan Gero, 
who exercises a sort of dictatorship 
Over it because he controls the pro- 
gtams of 13 important Budapest the- 
atres. With two new large first-run 
houses in the hands of the studio 
managements, several theatres of the 
Gero will have to be turned 
into second-run houses and Gero's 
influence on producers be lessened. 
This may do some good towards 
Talsing general standards of Hun- | 


chain 


Zarian pictures and making them less | offic e receipts when ther. is 


uniform. 


Norse Nix on ‘Shanghai’ 


‘Daughter Shanghai’ 
banned in Sweden, Norway and Fin- 
land, according word received by 
Paramount, No specific reason given 
aside from explanation ‘these coun- 
tries always ban films of this type.’ 
Feature shows smuggling of Chinese 
into U. S., action presumably being 


of has 


to 


based on that angle, 
Picture apparently has been ap- 


proved for Denmark. 


British Exhibs 
Look to H'wood © 


March 8, 

Cinematograph Exhibitors 
continues to pin its faith on 
ican producers to assist U. 
atres to climb out of 
slump. Annual report, which went 
to meeting this week, ignores 
quota matters and admits looking 
hopefully to U. S. picture-makers 
for better product. Yearly survey 
points toa dip in the quality of 
films supplied in the past 12 months 


London, 


Assn. 
Amer- 
K,. the- 
the present 


(British exhibitors get American 
pictures for general release about 
six months after U. S. release). 


Suggested in the report that the 
boxoffice of Great Britain fluctuates 
in relation to the calibre of produc- 
tions. coming from America. 

‘Patronage in 1937 did not increase 
at the same rate as in 1936,’ reads 
report, ‘possibly 
those passing phases, when 
wood, our chiet supplier, failed to 
produce in necessary quantities the 
number of pictures 
standing appeal. Pictures, like wine, 
have their vintage years. Holly- 
wood at the moment is taking stock 
of the situation, and the outstanding 
ability of its producers may be con- 


the pictures that will attract patron- 
age in far greater numbers than we 
ever have known.’ 

Association states that 
employment is at a peak 
at such point endangers the ex- 
hibitor portion of the business. 
Inkling of urge to seek lower rentals 
also contained in the forecast. 
Association also looks for British 
production to come back on a 
sounder basis, the report indicating 
that British production was 
ing a ‘useful addition to our 
plies before the slump.’ 

Only guarded satisfaction ex- 
pressed in the enrollment of 228 new 
theatres during the year. C. E. A. 
membership is now 4,333. London 
leads with 32 theatres. Birmingham 
is second with 29 and Scotland has 
16. Estimated that there are 4,800 
theatres in U. K., with the associa- 
tion having about 90% of houses 
represented in organization. 


AUSSIE INDIE EXHIBS 
SEEK DISTRIB ACCORD 


industry 
now and 


is 


sup- 


is 


its 


March 8 
independent 
exhibitors from. ev sect of 
Australia is scheduled for the near 
future under William Harrop, of the 
Motion Picture Distributors Assn, 
Confab is to deal with conditions 
generally, but particularly to 
a better understanding with distrib- 
utors 
One 


Sydney, 
of 


‘ery 


Giant gathering 


La 


ion 


be 
as 


taken 
of 
other countries. 
place a respon- 
to check box 
loubt 


idea to be up will 
a virtual checking 
done in VU. S 
Distributors ‘vould 
sible offic theatre 


pictures 


and 
al Ba! 
b. 0 


as to returns, 


been | 


because of one of | ) 
Holly- | Mumerous talky productions 


ossessing out- | - 
P 8 | logie 











| 
| 


all | 


| and certain bans, 


For Better Biz 





DUBBING. TITLES Domiion Pic Ban Burns Aussies: 


TOO EXPENSIVE 


Hollywood Economy Wave 
and Quota Laws Hitting 
Foreign Markets, Forcing 
Studios to Clip the Word- 


age—<Action, Spec and 


Minimum-Talk Films Al- 


Verbose 
Prob- 


ways Outgross 

Yarns — Different 
lems 
tries 


NATIONALISTIC ANGLES 


With market slipping 


| because 


the foreign 
of quota laws, 
foreign department 
executives are striving to sway Coast 


producers away from heavily dialog 


productions if only as a matter of 
sheer economics. Foreign boys in 
film’ companies know from actual 
figures that so-called action, spec- 


tacle and minimum-chatter features 


readily out-gross verbose 
And the matter of saving money cur- 
rently is an added factor. 


U. S. distributors run into difficul- 
ties in every country excepting Eng- 
lish-speaking ones when they are 


| handed a wordy production for dis- 


| tion provides sufficiently 


tributing in the world mart. Dubbing 
is done only when the particular na- 
large in- 


come to justify this cost. In others, 


lit is a matter of super-imposing 
titles. Prolixity of dialog simply 


runs up costs for dubbing films. 


With revenue abroad admittedly 
trimmed and promising to be re- 
duced further, weak boxoffice on 
makes 
long-winded features all the more 
irksome to foreign language officials. 
They are continuing to preach the 
of keeping the number of 


_overly-dialoged films down to a mini- 


mum, 


With trouble in translating Ameri- | 


canese into a different tongue and 


‘ a i ithi versions for 
fidently relied on to supply us with | making separate titling versions 


one country alone, costs multiply 


| when there is a surplusage of words. 


form- | 


Three languages are spoken 
Switzerland, calling for three sepa- 
rate title tracks. French and Flemish 
is spoken in Belgium and there are 
similar combinations in several other 
nations, 

With Spanish-speaking countt 
demanding every bit of dialog repro- 
duced in titles, 
have to slash the number of titles in 
Swedish and Dutch lands because 
there they want only the most vital 


"les 


screen palaver. Long-winded film 
might take 1,200 titles for Latin- 


American nations and a fourth as 
many in the other two. Means added 
editing for various idiosyncracies. 
Titling for color films hikes costs fur- 


| ther. 


reach | 
quota sentiment 


| complementing it. 


distributors 
‘wild 
using 


Another headache for 
to foreign lands has been the 
track,” «ppearing in pictures 
much talk by an off-screen narrator. 
It’s an expensive job to fit out title 
to match the narration or put on a 
foreign language narration, which Is 


done in nations having extensive 
business. If neither is done, the pic- | 
ture’s dialog is so much gibberish 


Tendency of trailer people to use 


a narrator, instead of titles or usual 
scene dialog from film, also means 
that either titles or a new language 
narrator must be used for foreign 


distributors 

Another alarming 
hits at tedious dialog productions, | 
the way the wordy pictures have 
been employed 


tendency. which 


+ 


as a Clup to 
In both Mexico and 


boost 


Argentina this has been especially 
noticeable. Pleas in these countrie 
are that so much English dwarfs the 


either supplanting the 
uage or a 
They would se 
up quota barriers to curb the Eng- 
lish language oa their screens. 


rative tongue, 
country’s own lang t least 


in Different Coun- 


vehicles. 


in} 


American companies | 





Britain is 


spokesman for equip- 


ment people List of sched- 
uled witnesses this week con- 
tained only name of F. H. Cor- 


regan, representing RCA and 
concerned about any changes 
in duty on sound-fill apparatus, 


radio equipment and _ phono- 
graphs 
He will orate Thursday (18). 











istribs Watch 
Austria's Nazi 
Developments 


restrictions 


Foreign language distributors and 
ud 
ments 


film company foreign depart- 
tight with 
| fingers crossed on the Austrian situ- 


are sitting 


, ation. Both groups are noncommittal 


their | 


Hope for 3-for-1 in Quota Law 


» 
’ 

RCA +.) Orator syd March 8 
Australtan ) ture busine bit- 
ter over the present attempt to shove 

yr 
Washington, March 8 through a Dominion quota picture 
Only person even remotely ban in the new British quota lav 
connected with pictures due to Genuinely seriou bout making the 
he | Us Ab IniankKl L 

spout before he committee New South Wales quota statute stand 

. * s V { as > 4 ‘ atu eta 
studying trade pact with Great up, they make no bones about the 


threat to their 
Domini 


ained in the 


amendment, currently 


plans cont 
on ban 





in England's quota law as it goes 
before the House of Lords. 

Squawks are growing louder from 
local producers because they know 
how it will keep many Australian 
quota films out of the British mar- 

Added pressure is being brought 
| by powerful commercial men inter- 
jested in the film business on the 
| federal government to use its influ- 
fence upon Great Britain's political 
| leaders. 

As the N. South Wales quota now 


is interpreted, U. S. di 
ing an Australian-made 
quota credit would have 
secure an additional At 
film credit if the 


tributors tak- 

film for a 
been able to 
istralian quota 
Aussie production 
was taken for distribution in the 
world market. American company 
would guarantee a_— conservative 
rental on it in the world mart. 

Such a setup naturally interested 
U. S. companies, especially if Great 
Britain had permitted such Austral- 
lan-made production to count an 
English quota film. Present amend- 
ment in England’s law would not 
allow this. Hence, the urge to have 


as 





| 
| 


|pending developments in Vienna, | the British quota measure changed. 

Thee want te cen tusk tow for the! Seems little question but that the 
I re see uS F é -3 y . > 

: : J | N. South Wales quota is a must for 


Nazi influence is going to spread and 
whether Chancellor Schuschnigg is 
to be the dominant figure in Austria 
or if his country is to be controlled 
by the Nazis. 

If present independent Austrian 
film producers, many of them refu- 
gees from Germany, are ousted, bulk 
of foreign-made picture distributors 
here probably will cease handling 


Austrian-made pictures. However, 
present commitments doubtlessly 
will be carried through and any al- 
ready finished films handled until 
their operations in Austria are 
| halted. 

| U.S. distributors will continue in 
Austria under any circumstances. 


They are hopeful that present opera- 
tions will be unimpaired by Nazi re- 
strictions, under which the few 
majors now operate in Germany. 


NEW ZEALAND CENSORS 





NIXED 5 PICTS IN ’37 


| _— — » 


Auckland, N 
Summary of film 
New Zealand last year 
only five films were rejected and the 
one U. S. production turned 

was a non-quota picture, 
Four British pictures rejected of 
the total of five were quota vehicles. 
Department of Internal Affairs, 
which handles the censorship survey 
for the year, showed rejections slip- | 
ping from 11 to 5 as compared with 


Z., Feb. 23. 


censorship in 


the preceding year, while the num- 
ber of pictures requiring amend- 
ment slumped from 91 to 38. 

U. S. leads al! foreign countries 
on quota films with 338, while sec- 
ond best, Great Britain, contributed 
mnily 90 Others furnishing quota 
films in New Zealand in 1937 were 
Australia, 6; New Zealand, 2, and 
France, 1. 


AFIFA’s 8% 


Berlin, 
the AFIFA 
Fabric), which i 
UFA, has decided 
dividend of 8’ Last 
income amounted to ap 
$1,200,000. After deduc- 


ing expense 


Divvy 
Feb. 27 
Just 
ciation 
affiliated w 


tO pay 


1936, 
Film 
rith the 


out a 


as in 


for 


year’s gross 
proximately 
tions for operat 
sions for erve fund a sum of 
$12.000 remains, which was voted to 
go toward dividend distribution. 
Director Pau! Lehmann, having 
shifted over to the Tobis, with- 


the re 


has 
drawn from 


'replaced by Max Witt 


showed that | 


down | 


(Asso- | 


and pro- | 


| an 


the AFIFA board and is. 


|} Americans, That applies to exhibi- 
|} tors, who under the law have a 
1214% rejection right. Setup behind 
the present quota law is purported to 
have the backing of three or more 
powerful leaders who also own newse- 
chains, Some intimate that 
| they must justify expenditure in 
local studios by showing some 
worthwhile production. 
Consequently, reports of at least 
one distributor attempting to make 
contracts for only four or five pic- 
tures in an effort to duck the 1212” 
rejection are disquieting and have 
brought statements that any attempt 
to duck the law will be vigorously 
dealt with. Small picture deal is re- 
ported to have been attempted in an 
effort to eliminate any rejections, exe 
hibitor being told that no high re- 
jection would be permitted on a pact 
covering so few pictures. 
Distributors here do not consider 
the rejection clause in the quota out 
ot line with what is permitted to ex- 
hibitors in other countries, 
London, March 8. 
Though exhibitors in Great Britain 
are opposed to the triple quota plan 
| (three picture credits for every fea- 
ture with $150,000 labor costs), 
American distributors are hopeful 
that this amendment, tossed out by 
the House of Commons, will be in- 
|serted into the quota before the 
' . 
| measure leaves the House of Lords. 
| Exhibs dislike this _ proposition 
| especially in view of the unexpected 
hike in exhibitor quota schedules. 
Representatives of distributors 
contend that the triple quota idea 
| will far towards bolstering pro- 


| duction in England and elevating the 


| paper 





i 
} 
j 
! 


o 
40 


i quality and perfection of features. 
It will also tend to make American 
(Continued on page 59) 
| Arthur Field West 
Arthur Field home yffie repre- 
entative for Loe ’’s in Paris, went 
to Hollywood last week for a visit 
land busine pection tour of stu- 
I dios after being in New Yorl me 
time 
Field } hargve of nchronizae- 
tior ym feature ‘oing ¢ such the 
| Pa for distribution abroad. 


Ho ) Viarch 8 
lon Ban} Oth-F Lon mm 
rod dire ! ive tie 
morrow (Wed.) for Nev from 
where he will sail fo 
Bank wil » lrne mi thon ime 
“mediately after aching — nd. 
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Rebecca of Sunnybrook 


Farm 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, March 8 

With Century-Fox relense of KR 
Grittith'’s production. Stars Shirley Temonle; 
Features) Randolph = Scoit J Haley, 
@Qloria Stuart, Phyllis Broo'ss, Helen Wes 
Jey, Slim Summerville, bil hi Sor J 
Edward Bromberg, 9 Fee Dinehoart end 
RismMond Sectt Quint«t Di ted | Kllan 
Dwan Screenplay \ Iv 1 Tunberg and 
Don Ettlinger; sueges.ed by Kate Douglas 
Wicgin Mach i 
Hairy Revel Lew Pollock 

Michell Sar } Ss 
and KR noned Seat ! < Nick 4 
Aina Geneva Sawye mer Arthua 
ait director Bern Hler un and Har 


phe one 


or Sor } 


be te et The I ! 
Aller MeNeil , ‘ tor 4 
Lanes Previews ‘ 

Ni h 


Kiebeo« Win é i al | l l iple 
At Rat ! R 


eure onist Dxie Dunbar 
Nug = Paul Hurst 
Hlenry Kippe William Demarest 
Afel : , -Ruth Gille.te 
@yrus Bartlett... Paul Harvey 
Hiummel Wilson 
Sam Hayes 
Announcers, . .’ Garv Breckner 
Corroll Nve 

Hamilton Montmarey Fronklin Pangborn 
Reverend Turnes William Waener 
Mtrs. Turner. EKily Malyon 
} lorabelle lar MicCart 


Jake Singer ...Clarence 


Radio 


Shirley Temple proves she’s a 
freat little artist in this one. The | 
national No. 1 box office star sel- 
dom has shown so brilliantly in her 
singing, dancing and repartee. That 
means she is going right ahead to | 
bigger and better grosses. 
The rest of it is synthetic and dis- | 
appointing. Why they named it 
*Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm’ is 
one of those mysteries. The only 
resemblance is a load of hay, a lit- | 
ter of pigs and Bill Robinson’s straw 
hat. Perhaps the present generation 
of picture followers won't squawk 
because they never saw Kate Doug- 
Jas Wiegin’s charming comedy, which 
Edith Taliaferro played on the stage, 
or the screen version, which was one | 
of Mary Pickford’s best vehicles. 
More fitting title would be ‘Rebecca 
of Radio City.’ The story which Karl 
Tunberg and Don Ettlinger have | 
framed up is about a talented stage 
child who wins a broadcasting mop- 


| 
pet contest, then is lost to the adver- | ; 


tising agency in the shuffle and re- 
discovered at Aunt Mirandy’s farm. 
There is nothing new in the plot, and | 
the supporting characters, mostly un- | 
sympathetic, over-drawn and exag- 
gerated, are familiar types. The fact | 
that nc one believes it for a moment | 
silhouettes the Temple performance 
in sharver contrast. 

Star has changed very little in ap- | 
earance during the past year, but 
as grown as an artist. Some tongue- 
twisting lyrics demanding expert 
enunciation are handed her by three 
sets of songwriters. She starts with 
a cutie, ‘An Old Straw Hat,’ by Mack 
Gordon and Harry Revel,’ then does 
‘Crackly Grain Flakes,’ by Lew Pol- 
lack and Sidney D. Mitchell, and 
‘Come, Get Your Hanpiness,’ by Sam 
Pokrass and Jack Yellen. Turning 
to tern, she does a rhythmic tap with 
Bill Robinson. including the latter’s 
stairway routine. This number is 
entitled ‘Toy Trumpet,’ by Raymond 
Scott and engagingly played by his 
quintet. 

Large company of name plavers 
has been assembled. Randolph Scott 
and Jack Haley try to get some ex- 
citement and suspense into the 


|signment to Jams Cruze and thus 


FILM 


REVIEWS 





Wednesday, March 9, 1938 














be tried if he’s to lift this one out 
of a rut. Hollywood has tricked up 
vesterns before and always learned 
to return to the standard formulas. 

Jones is cast as a stunt-man qaou- 
ble for a temperatmental, fragile- 
boned cinema cowboy (Grant With- 
Laiter takes a dislike to his 


ers). 
stunter when the unknown makes 
time with the leading femme (Helen 


Twelvetrees) of the sagebrush series 
they are making. 

Several efforts to frame Jones and 
either embarrass or have him fired 
fail. Then the siuntman involves 


himself unwittingly in a bank holdup 


and though innocent, he’s cast in the 
clink. Real sticker-uppers get away. 
Escaping from jail with the help of 
the little brother of the heart- 
thumper, Jones makes for the hills 
and rounds th. bandits Villain 
arrives on the scene and takes credit 
He is finally foiled and disgraced for 
good when the little brother pops up 
with some candid camera shots he 


took of Jones at the capture. Stunt- 
man becomes the star thereafier 

Seems that Jones isn’t too much at 
home .in such a role, which calls for 
him to spend the major time out of 
the soddle and dealing with the rou- 
tine, behind-the-scenes stuff of film 
shooting. Miss Twelvetrees has a 
reiatively small role Withers 1s ap- 
propriately conceited and contempt- 
ucus as the heavy. Dickie Jones is 
sood 2s the small boy. Shemp How- 
ard tries like a Trojan to make ef- | 
fective rather stale comedy material 
n the part of an assistant director. 
That he largely succeeds is much to 
his credit. 

Direction is above-average for 
films of the sort and production sug- 
sests that the budget was expanded. | 
Camera, very good. Bert. 


PRISON NURSE 


Republic Pictures release of Herman 
Schlom  preduction, Directed by James 
Cruze, Stars Henry Wileoxon, Marian 
Marsh. Screen play, Earl Felton, Siliney 


Adele S. Buffing- | 
Berg. M. D.; 


Salkow; criginal story, 
ton; from novel by Louis 


| camera, Ernest Miller; film editor, William 


Morgan: music director, Alberto Columbo; } 
costumes, Irene Saltern. Reviewed in the | 
Projection Room, N, Y., March 3, '38. Run- | 
ning time, 67 mins. 


RIE 65060 bes ctatensanevede Henry Wilcoxon 
JUGS oc cv icsscscccncccccecececs Marian Marsh | 
Pepper Clancy......e.- ...Bernadene Hayes 
GORNOF oc css cwessvesacoeeetsecs Ben Welden | 
| CORRS 6660s as 604 54065 0480S 2008 Ray Mayer 
| MOUSE. o.sc06006 Jatkaes pan tan John Arledge | 
Warden Benson..........4 Addison Richards | 
bes a errwrr ry rr Frank Reicher 
Sutherland.......ee0. +++++-Minerva Urecal | 
4 iy , PERRET LUCCERECCPCET CCT Selmer Jackson | 
MUNRONs 5.66500: 640400640640486 Fred Kohler, Jr. | 
es océ60s5baaa% .-Norman Willis | 
| 
| 


Republic Pictures has taken a 
good cast, given the directoral as- 


turned out one of its better duals in 
‘Prison Nurse.’ 

Henry Wilcoxon and Marian Marsh | 
are the starrers who, with the expert 
directorship of Cruze, turn this third-. | 
rate story into one of more credit- 
able proportions, | 

There’s a vague suggestion of a | 
sociological background to the plot, 
but that’s quickly lost as the story | 
goes on. Deals with white-garbed | 
lassies who answer the needy’s call 
whatever the circumstances. So, a 
trio answers the clarion of a prison, 
where floods and typhoid peril the 
inmates. Then, ultimately, Miss 
Marsh, one of the nurses, meets Wil- 
coxon, once a doctor, but now a 
number. 

Through a web of circumstances, 
including Wilcoxon’s enlistment to 
the cause of typhoid and a subse- 
quent jailbreak for which he is 
blamed, the two romanticists reach 
the surface for the usual ending. 

Bernadene Haves, Ben Welden, 





search for Shirley. Slim Summer- 
ville and Helen Westley manage a 
few laughs from the old situation of 
sulking sweethearts. Gloria Stuart 
hasn't much to do, and Phyllis Brooks 
play a jealous soprano with little 
conviction. William Demarest and 
Ruth Gillette are teamed in broad 
comedy roles, and Franklin Pang- 
born does an amusing bit as a fright- 
ened radio orcanist. Allan Dwan’'s 
direction is nothine to brag about. 
You can forget the rest and watch 
Shirley. She’s excellent. Flin. 


———_—————_— 


Hollywood Roundup 


Columbia production and release, Stars 
Puck Jones; features Helen Twelvetrees, 
Grant Withers, Shemp Howard. 


by Ewing Scott. Screenplay by Joseph 


Hoffman and Monroe Shall; came ra, Allen | 
G. Thompson. At Central, N. Y., week | 


March 4, ‘3S. tunning time, 62 mins. 


Buck Kennedy.....ccccsssccoses Ruck Jones | 
Carol Stevens........00- Helen Twelvetrees 
Grant Drexel...... eTetrr Grant Withers 
SCRE 6c cosicicvedcosesscn sian MmOowerd 
Dickie Stevens... .ccccsccccess Dickie Jones 
Bienry . Westcott. ccccsccecees ..Eddie Kane | 
Freddie Foster..............-Monty Collins 
Perry KING. .<cccsccs $0008 Warren Jackson 
Raetis LAGS. 60 0cesascess .Lester Dorr | 
Carl Dunnine...cccccces Lee Shumway 
BOW WARK. 22. cccvecs Edwarl Kenne 


Hoiel Clerk.. George <A. 


In deviating from the standard 


theme of westerns, this Buck Jones | 
something | 


starrer sinsply becomes 


else—another peek behind the scenes | 


picture-making. It 
identity as any 


of Hollywood 
just about loses 
brend of oats opera. 


To be questioned, therefore. is its | 


likelihood of pleasing the steady cli- 
entele of cactus-countrv celluloid- 
lovers ‘who want to believe in the 
savas wo’ the plains. This one even re- 
veals manner in which cowboy 
herses can fake their stunts through 
camer, tricks. Try for novelty in 
fochiorin a western is o. k., but it 
doesr't come off. Probability is that 


Jones’ b. o. magnetizing will truly ' kid as one daughter, and Jacqueline appeal and if 


Directed | 


Beranger | 


John Arledge and Addison Richards 
| lend creditable supporting perform- 
ances. 


| with Carrillo’s 


| the time. 


|} tures Don 


ee ee ay ere ee eeccosese Don Terry 
RS oe te te ee Rita Hayworth 
By 7 Peery ee reer ree -.-Robert Paige 
FOUR s 00. 566d 0 0604460040468 eseees Wyn Cahoon 
COMNONY .ccecescccrcvcsece e----Gene Morgan 
DOTS sé 660002000 sceescccen teers” LAWS 
PROT OND. 6 66 068 cscs bnrdasdeeeseun Arthur Loft 
T WAVGEIT 660s sicesceecscedes John Gallaudet 
Fallon..cecs PTTUTITT COLT iry yr John Spacey 
BN 6 4666066608 6408 08666 Eddie Fetherston 
| FABRE: csecworscrececs eeveessJames Millican 
SS eres ccccocccosMildred Gover 
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‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm’ 
(20th). Shirley Temple at her 
best in a weak story, indif- 
ferentiy directed and acted. 

‘Hollywood Roundup’ (Col). 
Buck Jones starrer deviates 
from standard western formula 
and may disappoint followers. 

‘Condemned Women’ (RKO). 
Prison melodrama about convict 
women. Indelicate stuff and 
doubiful b.o. For the duals. 

‘Birth of a Baby’ (Spec). 
Hichly educational 
subject which has good ex- 
ploitation possibilities. 


interesting, 











Wells, strictly non-professional 
. t * ~ . | 

minded, as the other. Scott Colton, a | 

talent scout, is grabbed by the 


} 

mother and on the strength of Jac- | 
queline’s soft brown eyes. He be- | 
comes the kid's agent. Booted by 
every studio because of the hare- 
brained mother, the kid finally 
figures up aé_ kidnap’ hoax for 
publicity. Papers take, she becomes 
headline grabber No. 1 and presto— 
lands a 7-year contract. Every turn 
is guessed frames ahead of its hap- 
pening. 

Only settled performance in the 
group outside of Carrillo, is by Jac- 
queline Wells. All others tend to 
overplay, although Margaret Irving’s 
pea-sized mind called for by the 
character lets her get away with it. 

Sequence where Edith is thrown in 
Mex family, which 
includes Inez Palange and four kids, 
finds her coming off second best all 
One kid in the group, un- 
billed, is a cute one and takes hon- 
ors every time he ventures a word or 
deed. 


Film is just a programmer, even 
missing the action bracket. For the 
duals and the lame side. Barn. 


Who Killed Gail Preston? 


(WITH SONG) 

Columbia pPreduction and release. Fea- 
Terry, Rita Hayworth, Wyn 
(Cahoon, Robert Paige. Directed by Leon 
Barsha. Screenplay, Robert E, Kent and 
Henry Taylor; camera, Henry Freulich; 
editor, Tyron Robinson; songs, Ben Oak- 
land and Milton Drake. At Kiva, Lin- 
coln, dual. Running time, 60 mins, 


Hour-long whodunit which will fit 
into most action houses and be No, 1 
feature in many. It’s the kind to 
spot along with a western, which 
will give the gallop-pace fans a 
change of theme and round off the 
bill. Have to find solace in the duals, 
no matter where played, since it is 
not too virile. 


Camera makes the most of volup- 
tuous Rita Hayworth for about a 
third of the running time, although 
she fails to get a sympathetic minute. 
Gowning is strictly in line with 
showing her off to advantage. Bulk 
of the entire film goes to the puzzle 
working of Don Terry, police inspec- 
tor cailed in when the gal is killed on 
the night club floor, 


Miss Hayworth’s best moments are 
in her song selling, but the song isn’t 
worth peddling. Comedy is handed 
Gene Morgan, the lame brain of the 





Little Miss- Roughneck 


Columbia production and release, Fea- 
| tures Edith Fellows and Leo Carillo. 
| Directed by Aubrey Scotto, Screenplay, 
| Fred Nible, Jr., Grace Neville, Michael L. 
Simmons; camera, Benjamin Kline: editor, 
James Sweeney; sound, George Cooper. At 





Kiva, Lincoln, dual, tunning time, 64 
mins, 

POI TMG. 6éc5600ss0 ..Edith Fellows 
FOUN: sas Genie 6heaseuseewen's Leo Carrillo 
POPCORN 6s chescesesegess @ceenes scott Colton 

| MALY cc.ccccsceescceseeseess Jacqueline Wells 
| CRETE. sees seen eeeereeeseesesMargaret Irving 
PROTOOGER, 6.056 ccisdnces $94 88605 Inez Palange 
| SNe LOMIS 6 6-0 06 60.6086 46605060 George McKay 
CHOWIEY . sccgecscvescesevecss Thurston Wall 
| DOW GCs ccecccececccoess Frank CC, Wilson 
S|  PPrererrrr rer errrrry John Gallaudet 
WO SeCNMOE 6 66565 646646000056 Walter Stahl 
| VOUROR. 2c ccc scccesccccceses -Ivan Miller 
ONE IE 6 6.0 5655656500 66069066560684 Al Bridee 
S CEG sc 666.8 c cs cectaeeeoveseadns Wade Boteler 
 ; PPPELTELCYSTTUTRTE TET ETP ee Guy Usher 

Featuring harum-scarum_ Edith 

Fellows in a backstage Hollywood 


| story, the kind not so popular right 


now, ‘Little Miss Roughneck’ is light 
| fare, paced stodgily, with little if 
'any b.o. future. Leo Carrillo is 
| worth more than any single name in 
the cast, ably thieving what small 
honors there are in scenes mugging 
him with other players, 

Columbia’s experience with opera 
| flicks should have taught them of 
late to let the high C stuff alone, but 
the pic attempts to establish Edith as 
a No. 2 edition of Deanna Durbin and 
| it’s no dice. Finish is with a snatch 
from ‘Rigoletto’ which comes to the 
audience ear much like a country 
school’s oriole on the program before 
a basket social. Better received will 
be Carrillo’s guitar and song about 
midway. 

Margaret Irving is the typical 
stage mother—with Edith, a singing 


| 


cops who sees all things in a crystal 
| ball. Romance is settled on Robert 
| Paige and Wyn Cahoon, but with all 
| eyes concentrated on solving the 
, murder before the hour is up, they 
get little time for hand-patting by- 
| play. 

Rita Hayworth is a name torcher, 
| who seems to have eight or ten key 
| people in the film under her thumb 
for favors or because of what she 
knows. Blasted in the midst of her 
number, Terry is called in. First 
| suspect kills himself, but a new angle 
| opens up which eventually leads to 
Gallaudet, who ‘couldn't stand to 
have her love someone else.’ 

Dwight Frye (unbilled) is the first 
suspect and he makes his exit by 
Jumping off a four-story roof. Dick 
Curtis, another Columbia action 
standby, is speechless and unbilled 
| also, but in a minor spot. 

Selling should be along s.a. lines 
using some of the Hayworth cutouts. 
Has a moderate chance. Barn, 


Ballad of Cossack Golota 





| fashion should fare better than its 
/more propagandized predecessors. 
| Has a sort of cops and robbers senti- 
| mental theme about two kids serving 
ithe State. However, contains enough 
'of the soap-boxing to get by with 
Russ nationalists. 

Some fine talent is crowded into 
this quickly paced film. 
Shekhman and Kostia Tirtov, would 
walk away with the honors but for 
the fine support of N. Sokolov and 
N. Russinova, grandpap and mother 
of one of the lads. Heroism of kids 
in flaunting interlopers is aimed to 
inspire youth toward 
and sickle school of thought but 
fortunately for film combines under- 
lying motivation. 

Nearly everything about the 
‘Ballad’ bespeaks care. Photography 
is above Soviet par. Ice coated trees 
on the steppes, a distance shot of a 
wandering boy and mass burial after 
a slaughter are okay. Direction by 
Igor Savchenko and S. Potatski’s 
musicing have quality. 

Battered around by Polish merce- 
naries and bandits. village folk of 
small Ukranian village rebel. Un- 
wittingly, two local boys, find them- 
selves involved in embroilments, 
which they proceed to untangle in 
their own way. They fight hunger 
and cold to warn approaching com- 
missar of impending attack. Their 
finegling of food, medicines and 
eventual trek for Army aid lift them 
into the service as their reward. 

Thrilling battle scenes, snow rides, 
floggings and general upheaval fur- 
nish exciting moments. Hurl. 


West of Rainbow’s End 


Monogram release of Concord Production. 
Stars Tim MeCoy, features Kathleen Eliot, 
Walter McGrail, Frank J.aRue. Directer 
by Alan James Story, Robert Fmmett: 
screenply, Stanley Koberts and Gennard 


Rea; camera, Jack Greenhalgh: sound, 
Hans Weeren: music, Connie Lee, At 
Liberty, Lincoln, dual, Running time, 57 
mins, 

:s) er reer irr re rrr rio .Tim MeCoy 
Lo POP POrrrrecrreric i yt Kuthbleen Eliot 
FOHNGON. .cccccccccscricesse Walter mcrae 
| PPP TT Tri eer ‘aidenees Frank LaRue 
BIMGEP. «2002 pcesneeeenncess@OERe (mane 
MEE, CAO 6.6 ck ic cecvcceseivese’s Mary Carr 
Joel Carter. .cccccscccccccess eked Coxon 
FIGDOT cccccvcccscccvenseecoces George Cooper 
a rrr Sikes pt Rob Kortman 
Postmaster.....cceceeee ....Jimmy Aubrey 





First screen appaerance since Tim 
McCoy covered the country last 
summer as the after-show (concert) 
attraction with Ringling Bros., Bar- 
num & Bailey, and just ahead of his 
start with his own wild west show 
under tent, ‘West of Rainbow's End’ 
lends itself to good grosses in the 
towns touched by the tour last year. 
As the westerns go, it’s not bad— 
much better than the brand turned 
out by Ken Maynard, the Cole Bros. 
circus cowboy after his one night 
standing under tent. 


Pace almost becomes too slow oc- 
casionally, but it’s hard to get too 
tiresome for the action fan when 
the running time is less than an hour. 
McCoy treats the bad boys, Walter 
McGrail, Bob Kortman and Reed 
Howes (unbilled) to looks of steely- 
eyed disdain and a_ seconds-faster 
gun, which registers well with the 
younger crowd. 

Femme dressiness is supplied by 
Kathleen Eliot, who is much more 
attractive than the general selection 
in western heroines. Besides being 
a looker, she’s fairly natural and at 
ease. Mary Carr, old timer, and 
George Cooper, once a favorite fun- 
ny man with the casters, are both 
pretty much wasted. 


Story has McCoy coming out of re- 
tirement as a railroad dick to track 
down some _ dual conspirators— 
against the railroad and for a land 
grab. Previous trackster had been 
killed and was his foster father. To 
make him good and mad, the authors 
allow his pal to go down before the 
offside guntoters, too. McCoy does a 
general smokeout and takes the 
pretty maid from behind her restau- 
rant counter for a walkup to the 


j.p. 
Oke for its kind. 


LA MORT DU CYGNE 
(‘The Dying Swan’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

Paris, Feb. 26. 


Osso release of Jean Henoit-Levy produc- 
tion. Features Yvette Chauvire, Mia Sla- 
venska, Janine Charrat. Directed by Jean 
Benoit-Levy. Story, Paul Morand; music, 
de Szyfer; choreography, Serge  Lifar 
camera, Burel and Tiquet. At (ine Opera, 
Paris Running time, $5 mins. 

Cast: Yvette Chauvire, Mia Slavenrka 
Janine Charrat, Mady Kerry, France Ellys, 
Jean Perier, Rolla Norman, Claire Gerard 
Jacqueline Quefellec, Micheline Voudet. 
Claude Naud, Florence J.auchaire Pierre 
Duprez, Pernet, Maurice Bacquet, , 


Barn. 


(In French) 





(RUSSIAN MADE) 


Am' ino releose of Soy uzdetfilm. 
by Igor Savehenke Story, A. 
camera j Forelman; music. S 
At Cameo, N, ¥ week Feh, 26, 38. 
ning time So) ming, 


¢ 
Mousle 


Directed 
Gaidar: 


Run- 


.. Vitla Selezney 


Commiss .K, Nassonov 
Grandfather .....6.. cosccss.. Sakoloy 
Zhieun ..Lenia Shekhman 
DEE han vdaves ccdwaed Kostia Tirtov 
Mother pestandededcos N. Rueetnova 
troloven i Teter A treehhany 
Atamon Whe lu Jeevscesosstt, Bente 
Ataman Levka cccccecsscosces ™. Gorloy 
Vareeihs escccccee.. A. Fhutvey 
Pwee OMICl?... .ccccceesess Y. Marteinchik 


(In Russian; with English Titles) 
Film has mere than usual general 
exploited in proper 


Poto' aki. | 


American highbrows with an artis- 
tic sense will go overboard for ‘La 
;Mort Du Cygne,’ dealing not only 
| with a favorite art among the in- 
tellectuals, ballet, but delving into 
the subject of child psychology. It 
,exploits the b.o. behind the ballet 
;scenes and will probably prompt 
| Hollywood to investigate the same 
more thoroughly. Ability to show at 
close hand the intricacies of ballet 
|and the rigorous training which goes 
into it affords the camera added 
| scope. For sheer beauty the ballet 
| scenes far surpass any mass show of 
|Hollywood cutie - tappers. Yvette 
|Chauvire, premiere danseuce of the 
Paris opera, renders the ‘Dying 

(Continued on page 28) 


Boys, Lenia | 


the hammer | 


| Spiritual 





CONDEMNED WOMEN 


RKO release of Robert F. Siek presdice 
tion, Features Sally Eilers, Jovis }tuve 


ward, Anne Shirley, Directed by lew 

Landers. Sereenplay ani stor, Lionel 

Houser; camera, Nicholas Musuraca I're< 

viewed in Projection Room, N. \ Miith 

4, *Sh Running time, 77 mins. 

Re. “Ween ened cb ecaus oie ..Sallvy” Eilers 
| Peer EBRORR. c <cacescics Louis Hawwairs 
| Millie A See ee -Anne Shirley 
| PEMCPOR -GIOVEP.< .ccciss E’sthe Dnle 
| Big P| ee eee sescaceseec tO Patrick 
Kate aG ate dkan a0 as Leona Roberts 
|} Warden Mil.er...... sae -Georpe driving 
0 igo Paapapeeennetbaetal lek tee Richard Bond 
tare rere .Netta Packer 
ia ob 604 0064408080865 seccedeita LaRovw 
| This is a melo about con ct 


women who murder one another. jin 
a battle for freedom. Cold. stark 
and with nary a trace of softnes: 
| the picture is of the doubtful kins 
Perhaps the studio got all there was 
out of the kind of story that this is. 
|The settings are not colorful, and 
; among them there isn’t a residential 
background or street scene. 

Sally Eilers is the girl wronged by 
the law. She plays her part ] 
Anne Shirley shoulders the blame 
for a crime she didn’t commit. in 
order to permit her boy friend to 
complete his law course. Miss 
Shirley is unbelievable. Louis Hav- 
ward, as the prison psychologist. jis 
too correct, lacking conviction. 
Other women characters in the plot 
are hard, cold and _6 indelicate 
creatures. Cast is wholly feminine, 
except for two male principals, the 
warden and the medico. 

In the story, Miss Eilers achieves 
redemption through the 
medico’s love. Lad is the prison 
psychologist. They have trysis in 
the furnace room of the prison. It's 
the usual prison drama, except that 
the hardened criminals are all 


We ll. 


| women instead of men. Maybe that's 


a new twist, but it’s not very palata- 
ble entertainment. 

Lee Patrick is the tough ’un. 
Annie,’ they call her, but she 
undersized. The costumes the girls 
wear are not attractive, but tough 
as they are they manage to show 
well-waved tresses throughout. One 
or two sequences just happen from 
nowhere, but that doesn’t alter the 
harsh pace of the story. In the 
courtroom scene, where the medico 
turns lawyer in order to save his 
sweetheart from a stiff sentence for 
having broken jail, the lad brings 
in evidence not seen or heard pre- 
vious. Just prison license, perhaps. 
In that jailbreak, several women are 
shot by their own breed, but the 
girls get off lightly. The judge is 
a softie and the medico makes ea 
stirring lawyer. 

The girl and boy clinch, presum- 
ably as the prelim to a romantic 
wait when they shall conclude their 
romance freely, after the girl exits 
from jail. Shan. 


‘Big 
looks 





The Birth of a Baby 


Special Pictures release of Jack Skirbell 
production, Features Eleanor King, RKich- 
ard Gordon, Ruth Matteson, Josephine 
Dunn and William Post, Jr. Direcied by 
A. ©. Christie. Scenario, Burhe Symon 
and Arthur Jarrett; film editor, Sam Cit- 
ron; photography, George Webhe: Rie- 
viewed in Projection Room, N. Y., March 
7, *38. Running time, 72 mins. 

Mary Burgess.........eee0..- Eleanor King 
Dr, Wilson,.......ceeeeeeeeKichard Gordon 
Julia Norton.........e+e00.-Ruth Matteson 
Mrs. Bromley.............-.Josephine Dunn 
John Burgess.........06+-William Post, Jr. 
Mrs, Perry.....ccccceceeesFrederica Going 
Mrs. Burgess.,...0.-+0+-.+--Helen Hawley 
Mrs, Wilson............Kathleen Conmelgys 
Mr. Cam@.cccccccccccececcsees overt Ober 
Mrs. CaS@...cccccccsecsess.Mdith Gresham 
Pk: rONNa eed s0niceesiveese Walter Gilbert 





Sociologically and medically of 
great value, ‘The Birth of a Baby’ 
has commercial merit also. Although 
informative educationally, its show- 
ing except under restricted auspices, 
such as to medical schools, hospital 
organizations, maternity welfare out- 
fits and the like, might be stymied by 
censorship boards or others. But its 
circulation among parents or pros- 
pective parents is promising for the 
simple reason that it is enlightening 
and would likely pave the way to 
better babies, less maternity fatali- 
ties, etc. 

In New York State the censors 
have not approved the picture but in 
view of mixed opinion on the board, 
it may yet be passed. The only date 
the picture has played so far is the 
Lyceum, Minneapolis. 

The picture jis presented by the 
American Committee on Maternal 
Welfare, Inc., and was produced by 
Jack H. Skirboll, who is associated 
with E. W. Hammons in Educational. 
Interested with Skirboll is also his 
brother, William, operator of a chain 
of theatres in the Cleveland area 

Although professional physicians 
were necessary in some scenes, the 
cast is otherwise from film ranks and 
includes Eleanor King, playing the 
mother; William Post, Jr.. her hus- 
band; Richard Gordon as the doctor 
and Ruth Matteson, nurse. 

Dialog is delicately handled. Story 
takes a couple through the various 
stages leading through birth of their 
first child, with strong emphasis laid 
on the wisdom of consulting a re- 
putable doctor early and often. High- 
light of the film is actual delivery of 
a baby girl which may not have been 
necessary in order to get over the 
educational value and importance of 
the message drawn, but this phase is 
intensely interesting. It can be easily 
edited out where censors object. This 
is not in the class with so-called sex 
films, for which reason. where the 
| Picture is played commercially. it 
| should be advertised in a dienified 
manner, Char. 
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are tumbling as theatre operators write this 
| advertisement for David O. Selznick’s greatest hit! 


OF COURSE YOU KNOW IT'S eeee 





—- 











ing 


16 VA RIETY 


Wednesday, March 9, 1938 





—~ 
— 

















NEW | LONDON -e e e Garde Theatre—Hits top mark for opening day _— <: 


BINGHAMTON ... 


ATLANTA eececeee , Manager Eddie Pentecost of Loew’s Grand}: 


¢ Re ws t. 


NORWALK... 


SCRANTON ..... 
WILKES-BARRE . . .- 


DENVER........ 


en 
ee Ne ee ee 








and first week-end, as Warner Brothers theatre: 
official I. J. Hoffman extends playing time.’ 


. Riviera Theatre — Thousands jam theatre as 


each succeeding day tops the previous one. 


* wires: “Sidewalk in front of theatre blocked 
with waiting line.” Sunday, the third day of 
the run, topped all previous Sundays.” 


Palace Theatre — Biggest first two days of any 
Selznick hit; tops STAR IS BORN, and 
PRISONER OF ZENDA. 


Strand Theatre—Thousands turned away opening 
Saturday. House jammed at every performance. 


Capitol Theatre—First three days send Para- 
mount Comerford theatre operator John Nolan 
into raves as Sunday gross again tops all 
Selznick record-breakers. 


Tom Sawyer opened March Ist at the Fox En 


Denver Theatre. Its fourth day was’ $407.00" 
bigger than its third day and Saturday and 
Sunday , were the biggest combined week-end 
gross in the past four years. 


PHOENIX- ee ¢ e e ex On Saturday, March Sth, at the Fox Theatre;®* 


the biggest gross since 1926. 


TUCSON ee 0 e 0 e 0: At the Fox Theatre, March 5th, the biggest Sat-" 


urday in the history of the house. 
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. Hollywood, March 8. 

Current production finds the studios more than halfway towards a goal 
of 589 pictures during the present releasing season, with 294 pictures either 
previewed or released Actuai shooting has dropped from 41 to 37 in pro- 
Guction, but number of pictures ready jor the exhibitors upped to 294 
Jrom 271, 


Advance Production Chart 





Bread ‘N’ Pix 








(Continued from page 5) 





low in the cutting rooms receiving the final polish before previewing | eer oF a as 
oon ta films, four more than in the last production checkup. Paramount | ee supporting casts and 
still leads in number of pictures, having sent out 41, with six shooting and sail 
eight cutting. Warners and 20th-For are next, having released 34, each ‘ Ps po Pigg Ene ; 
with seven in girpry nd eal studio has 11 in the cutting room, and Saeet ~ etl and Gat = ace 
ae es ee a Oe built such a magnet for 20th-Fox in 
young Jane Withers. Her vehicles 





! 


Columbia 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
i 40 20 2 5 14 2 
a 22 9 0 3 9 0 
David Loew. ..cece 2 l 0 0 l 1 
Total pene 64 30 2 & 24 3 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘LITTLE MISS ROUGHNECK,’ formerly titled ‘WONDEB CHILD,’ pro- | 
duced by Wallace MacDonald for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by 
Aubrey Scotto; original by Fred Niblo, Jr.. and Grace Neville; screen play 
by Niblo, Miss Neville and Michael Simmons; photographed by Benjamin | 
Kline. Cast: Edith Fellows, Leo Carrillo, Margaret Irving, Scott Colton, 
Inez Palange, Jacqueline Wells. 

‘EXTORTION,’ formerly titled ‘CAMPUS MYSTERY,’ produced by Ralph 
Cohn for the Irving Briskin unit: directed by Lambert Hillyer; original 
screen play by Earl Felton; no photographer credit. Cast: Scott Colton, 
Mary Russell, Frank C. Wilson, Phillip Ahn, J. Farrell MacDonald, Arthur 
Loft, Nick Lukats. 

‘THE MAIN EVENT,’ formerly 


titled ‘CRIME OF THE YEAR,’ produced 


by Ralph Cohn for the Irving Briskin unit: directed by Danny Dare; orig- 
inal by Harold Shumate; screen play by Lee Loeb. Cast: Robert Paige, 
Jacqueline Wells, Pat Flaherty, John Gallaudet, Dick Curtis, Arthur Loft, 


John Tyrrell, Jimmy Millican, Bill Lally. 

‘FLIGHT INTO NOWHERE,’ produced by Larry Darmour; directed by 
Lewis D. Collins; original screen play by Jefferson Barker and Gordon 
Rigby; photographed by James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Jacqueline 
Wells, James Burke, Dick Purcell, Hector Sarno. 

‘THERE’S ALWAYS A WOMAN,’ produced by William Perlberg; di- 
rected by Alexander Hall; screen pluy by Gladys Lehman and Philip Rapp 
from magazine story by Wilson Collison; photographed by Henry Freulich. 
Cast: Joan Blondell, Melvyn Douglas. Mary Astor, Frances Drake. Wyn | 


Cahoon, Robert Paige, Jerome Cowan, Gene Morgan, Arthur Loft, Thurs- | Frank Borzage: 
| original story b 


| berg. 
Decker; directed by Sam Nel- | Young. Henry Hull, Spencer Charters, George Offerman, Jr.,.Sarah Padden. 


~ . re AV ry We "il? ea Yaroaag Yo ot: “*harlec arre “3c 7 ye. . ° x 3 r na . ‘ 
son; screen play by Maurice Geraghty. Ca t: Charle: Starrett, Iris Mere | Roger Converse, Ferdinand Munier, Lionel Atwill, George Zucco. Matt Gil- 
dith, Art Mix, Bob Nowlan, Ed Le Saint, Jack Rockwell, George Chesebro, | man. Guv Kibbee 

an, xU} . 


ton Hall, John Gallaudet. 
‘HIDDEN TRAILS,’ produced by Harry L. 


Dick Curtis, Ed Cobb. 

‘TRAIL BLAZERS,’ Coronet production for Columbia release; produced 
by L. G. Leonard; directed by Drew Eberson; original screen play by 
Monroe Shaff; photographed by Allen Thompson. Cast: Buck Jones, Mar- 
jorie Reynolds, Carlyle Moore, William Arnold, Lou Kelly, Ben Taggart, | 
Allen Bridge, Don Osborne, Monte Montague, Ray Largay. | 


‘STAGE COACH TRAIL,’ produced by Larry Darmour; directed by | 
Joseph Levering; original screen play by Nate Gatzert; photographed by | 
James Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Luden, Eleanor Stewart, ‘Tuffy’ (canine 
actor), Hal Taliaferro, Harry Woods, Flynn Whittaker, Jack Ingraham, 
Joe de la Cruz. 

Columbia Pix Now in Production 

‘THE SECRET OF TREASURE ISLAND’ (serial), produced by Lou Weiss; 
directed by Elmer Clifton; no writing credits as yet. Cast: Don Terry, 
Gwen Gaze, Grant Withers, Hobart Bosworth, William Farnum, Walter 
Miller, Charles Rosener, Stanley Blystone, P. J. Kelly, Colin Campbell, | 
Warner Richmond. ; } 

‘HOLIDAY,’ produced by Everett Riskin: directed by George Cukor; 
screen play by Sidney Buchman and Donald Ogden Stewart from stage 
play by Philip Barry; photographed by Franz Planer. Cast: Katharine 
Hepburn, Cary Grant, Doris Nolan, Lew Ayres, Henry Kohler, Ann Doran, 
Mabel Colcord, Thomas Braidon, George Pauncefort, Maude Hume. 








- Grand National 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
|) | rr 43 il 0 1 r3i 5 
Westerns ..... TT 22 4 0 1 17 2 
| 65 15 0 2 48 7 


Pictures now in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 

‘KING OF THE SIERRAS,’ Condor picture featuring three horses, Rex, 
Sheik and Thunder; Frank Gayass. associate producer; directed by Arthur 
Resson; original screen play by Scott Darling; photographed by Tom Gal- 
ligan. Cast: Frank Campeau, Wally Albright, Morgan Brown, Edward 
Peil, Billy Van Every. 

“‘LHE SHADOW MURDER CASE,’ formerly titled ‘THE SHADOW 
SPEAKS,’ produced by Max and Arthur Alexander; directed by Charles 
Lamont; original screen play by Jack Natteford: photographed by Marcel 
Picard. Cast: Rod LaRocque, Astrid Allwyn, William Van Brincken, 
John St. Polis, Thomas Jackson, Oscar O'Shea, William Pawley, Walter 
Bonn, William Moore, Lou Hern, Tenen Holtz, Lloyd Whitlock, Jack Baxley. 





New Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 


ef Pix Com- Sheot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Premised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tien 
Features wees 48 22 3 5 18 16 
See, MOOG. cccccce 4 1 6 1 2 4 
errr 52 23 3 n 20 14 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘GIRL OF THE GOLDEN WEST, produced by William Anthony Me- 
Guire; directed by Robert Z. Leonard: from the stage play by David 
Belasco: screen play by William Anthony McGuire; photographed by Oliver 
Marsh. Cast: Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy, Leo Carrillo, Buddy 
Ebsen, Ray Bolger, Lecnard Penn, Priscilla Lawson, Cliff Edwards, Inez 
feabury, Billy Bevan, Brandon Tynan. Bob Murphy, Victor Potel, Olin 
Jowland, Noah Young, Russell Simpson, Walter Pidgeon. 

*THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS,’ formerly titled ‘WOODEN WEDDING,’ 
»sroduced by Norman Krasna; directed by Richard Thorpe; original story 
»y Norman Krasna; photographed by Joe Ruttenberg. Cast: Robert Mont- 
gomery. Virginia Bruce, Warren William, Alan Dinehart, E. E. Clive, Pris- 
cilla Lawson, Jean Fenwick, Eleanor Lynn, Bodil Rosing, Torben Meyer, 
Harry Davenport, Lee Bowman, Lee Pheips, Nydia Westman, Dorothy 
Appleby, Frederick Clarke, Luana Walters, Binnie Barnes, Jonathan Hale, 
Irving Bacon, Edgar Dearing, Roger Moore, Lane Chandler. 

‘LIFE ON THE WATERFRONT,’ formerly titled ‘MAN OF THE WATER- 
FRONT,’ formerly titled ‘MADELON,’ produced by Henry Henigson; di- 
rected by James Whale: original by Maurice Bagnol; photographed by 
Karl Freund. Cast: Wallace Beery. Frank Morgan, Maureen O'Sullivan, 
James Stuart, Cora Witherspoon, Jessie Ralph, Doris Lloyd, Shepherd 
Strudwick, Larry Lee Russell, E. E. Clive. Roger Moore, Priscilla Lawson. 

‘SWISS MISS’ (Hal Roach), produced by S. S. Van Kauren; directed by 
John G. Blystone; original by Jean Negulesco and Charles Rogers, screen 


las, Joseph Calleia, Cora Witherspoon, Shepherd Strudwicke, Barnett Parker, 


Granstedt, Ann Evers, ’ 
Phillip Terry, Frank Elliott, Tom Rutherford, Mimi Olvera, Frances Millen, | have 


Henry Allen, Helene Millard, Dario Piazzo, Eulalie Jay, George Smith,|,. , 
Frank Swales. Broderick Farrell, Mae Busch, Walter Walker, Art Dupris, : 
Joan Mitchell, John Barrymore, Joseph Schildkraut, Albert Van Dekker, 
Anthony Warde, Lyons Wickland, George Houston, ‘Slats’ Wyrick, E. Mason 
Hopper, Mary Howard, Brent Sargent, Charles Waldron, Peter Bull, Esther 
| Howard, Alma Krueger. 


play by Felix Adler, James G. Parrott and Charley Melson; photographed | cost around $300,000 each and reiurn 
by Norbert Brodine and Art Lloyd. Cast: Stan Laurel, Oliver Hardy, | a profit far in excess of what some 
Della Lind, Walter Woolf King, Adia Kuznetzoff, Charles Judels, Greta) of the $1,500,000 pictures tossed at 
exhibitors get. 
produced by Louis _D. Lighton; directed by Victor Nor is Jane Withers the only low- 
Fleming: original by Lt.-Com. Frank Wead; photographed by Ray June.| cost reason competitors are gazing 
Cast: Clark Gable, Myrna Loy, Spencer Tracy, Lionel Barrymore, Ted at 20th-Fox through green-hued 
Pearson, Arthur Aylsworth, Claudia Coleman, Priscilla Lawson, Virginia’ eves for in the same category that 
Grev. Gloria Holden. Samuel S. Hinds, Mary Howard, Joe Donlin, Tom company has its Charlie om 
Rutherford, Harry Taylor, Brent Sargent, William Arnold (Warner Oland), whose films piven 
‘JUDGE HARDY'S CHILDREN,’ front office production; eh ae bY | budgeted at approximately $200,000: 
George B. Seitz: based on characters created by Aurania Rouverel, p nc its Mr. Moto (Peter Lorre) with 
eraphed by Lester White. Cast: Lewis Stone, Mickey Rooney, Cecilia ae io _ 
Parker, Fay Holden, Robert Whitney, Betty Ross Clark, Jacqueline Lau- procuctions gg mo oe 
rent, Janet Beeche1 ‘Hal Le Sueur, Charles Peck, Erville Anderson. amount, and the Jones Family (Jed 
Metro Pictures Now in Production Prouty and _ Spring Byington and 
‘SNUG HARBOR,’ formerly titled ‘LOVE BITES MAN,’ formerly titled peg hg offspring) budgeted 
‘SNUG HARBOR,’ produced by Zion Myers; directed by Edwin L. Marin; Al SEU, UU. —— 
no writing credits as yet. Cast: Ray Bolger, Dennis O’Keefe, Nat Pendle- Resumption of the profitable 
ton, Florence Rice, Reginald Gardiner, Una Merkel. Charlie Chan series of pictures by 
‘MARIE ANTOINETTE,’ produced by Hunt Stromberg; directed by W. 20th-Fox was assured when the stu- 
S. Van Dyke: adapted from biography by Stefani Zweig; no other writing dio exercised its option on the ser- 
credits as vet; photographed by William Daniels. Cast: Norma Shearer, | vices of Warner Oland, whose illness 
Tyrone Power. Robert Morley, Anita Louise, Gladys George, Melvyn Doug- in February resulted in the company 
shelving ‘Charlie Chan at the Ring- 
three days of filming. 
Larry Darmour and Columbia also 
their bread-and-butter pros 
vider in Jack Hoit who, despite two 
decades as a star name, still reigns 
favorite of enough pulling- 
power to sell without the aid of 
additional names. Holt’s recently- 
signed contract extension calls for 
six productions annually for the 
‘THREE COMRADES,’ produced by Herman J. Mankiewicz; directed by next two years, total cost of each 
screen play by F. Scott Fitzgerald and E. E. Paramore, Jr.;| of which will run not more than 
y Erich Maria Remarque: photographed by Joseph Rutten- | $130,000. 
Cast: Robert Taylor, Margaret Sullavan, Franchot Tone, Robert | Dix Pull Still There 
Another whose monicker has lost 
little of its glitter through the years 
is Richard Dix, who will shortly 
return to work at RKO. Regard- 
Monogram less of the type of small-cost picture 
in which he appears, exhibs rate 
<2 him. as surefire for comfortable re- 
turns. 


Meyer. 
‘TEST PILO7,’ 


Tom Rutherford, Reginald Gardiner, Henry Stephenson, Ruth Hussey, Olaf 
Hvtten. Ramsey Hills. Jack George, Erville Anderson, Duke Lee, Greta 
Ocean Claypool, Claire Owen, Vernon Downing, 


side’ after 


Dorothy Christy, Guy Bates Post, Corbet Morris, Charles Irwin, Harry 
Davenport, Hall Cook, Edward Keane, Henry Daniell, Harry Semels, 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in| Already cashing in on the Zanuck- 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | wurtzel Chan-Moto-Jones idea are 

Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tien Warners with its Torchy Biins 

Features ..... Be 26 20 1 1 4 ‘ series, in which Lola Lane and . aul 
Westerns ...... eee 16 9 ai s * an Kelly have replaced Glenda Farrell 
= = and Barton MacLane; Metro wit} 

| eee 42 29 1 3 ° its Judge Hardy’s Children poche 


Pictures in the cutting room: ai “a ; ge pre lee 
‘CODE OF THE RANGERS,’ produced by Maurice Conn; directed by Sam walk Sitanee ee by Be is Stone 
Newfield: original screen play by Stanley Roberts; photographed by Jack satesines / nl ia ° an Paramount, 
Greenhalgh. Cast: Tim McCoy, Rex Lease, Judith Ford, Frank LaRue, Dr § a footholc with its Bulldog 
Wheeler Oakman. Roger Williams, Kit Guard, Ed Piel, Sr., Hal Price, Zeke rummond pictures, featuring John 
Clemmons. Budd Buster, Loren Reebe. de _ and — oe 
‘ * THE ANDE,’ produced by Dorothy Reid; directed by ‘ ners Is spending in the vicinity 
William Nigh: on Bch ra by Dorothy Reid aad Ralph Bettinson; original | of $200,000 on its Blanes, with Metro 
story by Johnson McCulley; photographed by Gilbert Warrenton. Cast: laying out $250,000 on its Hardvys. 
Movita. Antonio Moreno. Don Alvarado, John Carroll, Lina Basquette, | Paramount's Drummonds run close 
George Cleveland, Gino Corrado, Duncan Renaldo, Martin Garralga, Rose} to that figure. 
Turich, Carlos Villarias, John Merton, Edwin Brady, Tex Palmer, Black- With the Blanes having definitely 
jack Ward, Roy Bucko, Richard Botiller. . . clicked with theatre-goers. Warnere 
‘LAND OF cot od ty | aor promenes by ape ong Goon: Oe amnett is now plotting a new series to be 
Alan James: original by Stanley Roberts; screen play by Jose | built around Hugh Herbert ; d 
photographed by Robert Cline. Cast: Jack Randall, Louise Stanley, Her- len Jonkion + lege abe yee oe 
man Brix. Dickie Jones, Bob Burns, Wheeler Oakman, Colorado Hillbillies, ok teehee aie aaihen . as iters 
John Merton, Lane Chandler, Rex Lease. Po img series 0 small-budget 
. j Fee s which will be along the 
Monogram Pix Now in Production ee lines of the successful Collegian pic- 
‘FEMALE FUGITIVE, produced by E. B. Derr; directed by William | tures, made in two spools each, by 
Nigh: original story and screen play by John T. Neville and Bennett R. | Carl Lasmunle, dr. soon efter he 
Cohen. Cast: Evelyn Venable, Craig Reynolds, Reed Hadley, John Kelly, | joined his father’s caieal ti mn 
Charlotte Treadway, Reginald Sheffield. Rafael Bennett, John Merton, | + ation Radi aR. : me ‘ion organ- 
Emmett Vogan, Lee Phelps, Martha ——e — Flint, Fern Emmett, | neat a wate Pony gt tally eet 
Jrig ‘laire Rochelle, Edna Saller. | Sram ¢ SCE ‘rary hori- 
Lynton Wright Brent, Cla zon, hopeful of finding a series of 


magazine stories based on homespun 
characters which will carry their 
banner into the field. 
| In retrospect, producers are hark- 
ing back to the days when Bebe 


Paramount 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories Im Daniels, Florence Vidor, William 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- = Haines, Irene Rich. Rin-Tin-Tin 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion | Monte Blue and a +c ov 
Studie aii * ~ “> ; ; ; the early teams of Dorothy Mackaill 
ed Ae ceben fs 4 2 0 1 * 5 and Jack Mulhall, Aileen Pringle 
B. P. Schulberg... & & 0 0 0 7 and Lew Cody, carried the load and 
— she ae ones ans eats did yeoman duty at the box office. 

OE ois oeSeevnus 57 41 6 8 2 12 Those That Didn’t Jel 
Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: | Old Fox company had great hopes 


‘HEART OF ARIZONA,’ formerly titled ‘GUN SMOKE,’ produced by Of a team bonanza following the 
Harry Sherman; directed by Les Selander; original by Clarence E. Mul- success of Sally Eilers and James 
ford; screen play by Norman Houston; photographed by Russell Harlan. Dunn in ‘Bad Girl,’ but gave up 
Cast: William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, John Elliott, Billy | after several tries ‘ Old DeMille- 
King, Natalie Moorhead, Dorothy Short, Alden Chase, John Beach, Lane pathe auiihiion eae ag ore 
Chandler, Leo McMahon. Armstron ; : 

‘DOCTOR RHYTHM,’ formerly titled ‘THE BANGE OF POLICEMAN duo with ne hetwe ee een fs 
O’ROON,’ Major Pictures production; produced by Emanuel Cohen; directed | ganization ted sas “er ” 
by Frank Tuttle; origina’ by O. Henry; screen play by Jo Swerling and}; ; ki promoted Eddie Quillan, 
Richard Connell; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: Bing Crosby, Mary | "king they had another William 
Carlisle, Beatrice Lillie, Andy Devine, Laura Hope Crews, Fred Keating, Haines, but it was no dice. Uni- 
Sterling Holloway. Rufe Davis. versal S optimism soared when they 

‘BAR 2 JUSTICE,’ formerly titled ‘DEPUTY SHERIFF, produced by "'St signed Noah Beery, Jr., but he 
Harry Sherman; directed by Les Selander; original story by Clarence E. "ever soared to a point that coin- 
Mulford: screen play by Arnold Belgrade; photographed by Russell Har- cided with expectations. Paramount 
lan. Cast: William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Gwen Gaze, Wil-| once tried to put Randolph Scott 
. e y ¢ - >. ’ = . : : 
liam Duncan, Walter Long, Paul Sutton, Pat O’Brien, Joseph De Stefani, over as a solo name, but finally gave 
John Beach. _Uup and set out to provide him with 

‘COLLEGE SWING,’ produced by Lewis E. Gensler, directed by Raoul strong supporting players 
Walsh; screen play by Walter De Leon and F ancis Martin, based on adap- Acclaim accorded Shi le Temp!) 
tation by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan of an idea by Ted Lesser; photo-| after her ; : aged — 
graphed by Victor Milner. Cast: Martha Raye, George Burns and Gracie, Marker’ Sppearance in Little Miss 
Allen, Bob Hope. Charles Butterworth, Ben Blue, Edward Everett Horton, (5. er, which brought about the 
Florence George. Betty Grable, Jackie Coogan, Nell Kelly, Slate Brothers, | * art of a serious build-up by 20th- 
Skinny Ennis, Charles Trowbridge, John Payne, June Ray. St. Brendan's) Fox, launched a kid cycle, with 
Choristers, Cecil Cunningham, Tully Marshall, Irving Bacon, Jerry Colonna,| €V€ryone grabbing moppets. Para- 
Jerry Bergen. mount’s David Holt and Baby Leroy 

‘HER JUNGLE LOVE,’ produced by George Arthur; directed hy George petered out. Warners and Colum- 
Archainbaud:; no other credits available as yet; photographed by Ray Ren- bia are still trying to go to town 

(Continued on page 21) with Bonita Granville and Edith 
7 Fellow s, respectively, 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the Amerscan distributsig companies for 
the current quarterly period. Date of the revsews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are wncluded.) 
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TALENT 


C. Starrett-l. Meredith 
W. Cahoon-S. Celton 
W. Beery-V. Bruce 
J. McCrea-B. Burns-F. Dee 
M. Hopkins-R. Milland 
Winchell-Bernie-Simon 
WwW. Hall-J. Wyman-J. Carlitos 
R. Regan-M. Maguire 


Loy-R. Russell-Tone 
3. Barrymore-L. Campbell 
Lee Tracy-J. Woodbury 
S. Eilers-N. Hamilton 
P. Brooks-R. Cortez-E. Mule 
G. Morris-E. Holm 


W. Connolly-J. Parker 
M. Astor-R. Arlen 
A. Neagle-T. Carminati 
G. George-F. Tone-M. Rooney 
Tim McCoy 
Mae West-E. Lowe 
P. Foster-S. Eilers 
Bob Steele-K. Eliot 
G. Stuart-M. Whales 
Smith Ballew 
C. Brook-M. Scott-A. Tedé 
F. Wray-K. Taylor 
D. Powell-F. Langford 


M. Russell-T. Hall 
J. Matthews-J. Whiting 
J. Crawford-S. Tracy 
3. Canova-Yacht Club Boys 
M. Boland-E, Truex 
W. Oland-V. Fiefd 
P. Muni-B. Davis 
B. Karloff-M. Wilson 


F. Morgan-F. Rice-R. Young 
W. Beyd-Gwen Gaze 
Three Mesquiteers 
Gene Autry-S. Burnette 
S. Henie-D. Ameche 
N. Grey-D. Woods-E. Kennedy 
H. Bogart-L,. Fazenda 


G. Jones-A. Renn 
Joe Louis-C, Muse-E. M. Harris 
F. Brice-A. Jones-J. Garland 
J. Randall 
F. March-F. Gaal-A. Tamiroff 
P. Foster-W. Bourne-D. Meek 
P. Regan-P. Singleton 

C. Romero-V. Field-J. Lang 
KE. Bergen-Zorina-A. Menjos 
B. Reed-L. Hayward 
B. MacLane-G. Farrell 
E. Fellows-L. Carrille 
Cc. Starrett-D. Grayson 

W. Huston-B. Bondi 
E. Venable-G. Richards 

LL. Ayres-L. Campbell 

G. Rogers-R. Skelton 
J. Withers-S. Erwin-U. Merkel 

T. Kelly-M. Robson 

N. Beery, Jr.-R. Barrat 

W. Morris-J. Travis 

D. Purcell-B. Roberts 


Joe E. Brown-J. Wyman 
N. Pilbeam-D. DeMarney 

R. Taylor-L. Barrymore 

Tom Keene 

W. C. Fields-Raye-Lamour 
K. Hepburn-C. Grant 
Annabella-Wm. Powell 

G. Brent-C. Rains-J, Lite! 


W. Cahoon-D. Terry 
M. Douglas-W, William 
J. Allen-M. Stone 
W. Boyd-N. Lane 
Parkyakarkus-A. Lane 
N. Hamilton-E. Venable 
J. Prouty-S. Byington 
V. Leigh-R. Harrison 
Mauch Twins 


‘5. Luden-E. Stewart 
W. Connolly-Duiante-J, Perry 


W. Fyffe-J. Loder-M. Lockwood Robt. Stevenson 


C. Bennett-B, Burke-P. Kelly 
G. Swarthout-J. Boles 
A. Lane-J, Fontaine 
H. Wilcoxon-M. Marsh 
A. Faye-F. Allen-J. Lang 
G. Cooper-B. Rathbone 
D. Durtin-H. Marshall 
FE. G. Robinson-J. Brvan 


J. Holt-B. Roberts 
R. Montzgomery-V. Bruce 
Movita-John Carroll 
G. Patrick-A. M. Wong . 
B. Breen-!l. S. Cobb 
3 Mesquiteers 
C. Trevor-P. Brooks 
R. Bellamy-B, Read 
W. Morris-P. Lane 
J. MacDonald-N. Eddy 
J. Barrymore-L. Campbell 
S. Eilers-L. Hayward 
L. Ayres-H. Mack 
S. Temple-R. Scott 
J. Hulbert-P. Ells 
B. Rogers-J. Clyde 
J. Kinz-C. Moore 
F. Mellucvh-J. Wyman 
I. Lederer-F. Drake 
L. Stone-M. Rooney-C. Parker 
Rave-Burns & Allen-Hope 
J. LaRue-B. Livingston 
I.. Lorre-R. Hudson 
A. Brady-C. Winninger 
BR. Davis-H. Fonda-G. Brent 
D. Terryv-R. Paige-J. Wells 
I. Nolan-M. Carlisle-R. Karns 
S. Simon-D. Ameche-B. Lahr 
©. Winninger-A. Brodv-T. Brown 
W. Beery-M. O'Sullivan 
J. Randall-L. Stantev 
J. Blondell-M. Douglas 
E. Venable-C. Reynolds 
N. Grev-R. Wilcox-J. Savo 
V. Moore-A. Lane 
A. Marshall-T. Birell 
Ss. Ballew-F. Knapp 


WEEK 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE 
RELEASE 
‘31/37 OUTLAWS OF PRAIRIE H. L. Decker Col Weste-n 
18/31/ WOMEN IN PRISON W. MacDonald Col Meller 
BAD MAN OF BRIMSTONE Harry Rapf MGM Outdoor 
WELLS FARGO Frank Lloyd Par Rom-Dr 
WISE GIRL Edw. Kaufman RKO Rom-Dr. 
LOVE AND HISSES K. MacGowan 20th Musical 
THE SPY RING Trem Carr U Mystery 
SERGEANT MURPHY Bryan Foy wB Drama 
1/7/38 MAN-PROOF L. D. Lighton MGM Com-Dr 
' BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S REVENGE Par Par Mystery 
CRASHING HOLLYWOOD Cliff Reid RKO Comedy 
LADY, BEHAVE! A. E. Levoy Rep Rom-Dr 
CITY GIRL Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr 
TARZAN’S REVENGE Sol Lesser 20th Outdoor 
1/14/38 PENITENTIARY Robert North Col Meller 
rae NO TIME TO MARRY Nat Terris Col Com-Rom 
LOOK OUT FOR LOVE Herb Wilcox GB Rom-Dr 
LOVE IS A HEADACHE F. Stephani MGM Com-Dr 
WEST OF RAINBOW’S END Maurice Conn Mone Western 
EVERY DAY’S A HOLIDAY E. Cohen Par Comedy 
EVERYBODY'S DOIN’ IT Wm. Sistrom RKO Rom-Com 
PAROLED TO DIE A. W. Hackel Aop Western 
CHANGE OF HEART Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Com 
HAWAIIAN BUCKAROO Sol Lesser 20th Outdoor 
ACTION FOR SLANDEB A. Korda UA Drama 
THE JURY’S SECRET EF. Grainger U Meller 
HOLLYWOOD HOTEL Sam Bischoff ws Musical 
1/21/38 SQUADRON OF HONOR Ralph Cohn Col Meller 
SAILING ALONG GB GB Musical 
MANNEQUIN . Joe Menckiewicz MGM Rom-Dr 
THRILL OF A LIFETIME Miss Fanchon Par Musical 
MAMMA RUNS WILD Ralph Staub Rep Comedy 
CHARLIE CHAN AT MONTE CARLO John Stone 20th Mystery 
BORDERTOWN (REISSUE) Robt. Lord was Drama 
A STRANGE HONEYMOON Bryan Foy wes Drama 
1/28/38 PARADISE FOR THREE S. Zimbalist MGM Comedy 
id is PARTNERS OF PLAINS Harry Sherman Par Western 
THE PURPLE VIGILANTES Sol C. Siegel Rep Western 
THE OLD BARN DANCE Sol C. Siegel Rep Western 
HAPPY LANDING D. Hempstead 20th Musical 
BLACK DOLL Irving Starr U Mystery 
_SWING YOUR LADY Sam Bischoff wB Comedy 
8/4/38 REVENGE OF GENERAL LING John Stafford GB Drama 
te SPIRIT OF YOUTH Lew Golder GN Action 
EVERYBODY SING Harry Rapf MGM Musical 
WHERE WEST BEGINS Maurice Conn Mone Western 
THE BUCCANEER C. B. de Mille Par Drama 
DOUBLE DANGER Maury Cohen RKO Meller 
OUTSIDE OF PARADISE Harry Sauber Rep Comedy 
INTERNATIONAL SETTLEMENT 26th Drama 
GOLDWYN FOLLIES S. Goldwyn UA Musical 
MIDNIGHT INTRUDER Trem Carr U Meller 
ae BLONDES AT WORK Bryan Foy ws Comedy 
g 11/38 LITTLE MISS ROUGHNECK W. MacDonald Col Com-Rom 
: CATTLE RAIDERS H. L. Decker Col Western 
OF HUMAN HEARTS J. Considine, Jr. MGM Drama 
MY OLD KENTUCKY HOME E. B. Derr Mone Com-Dr 
SCANDAL STREET Par Par Comedy 
HAVING WONDERFUL TIME P. S. Berman RKO Comedy 
CHECKERS John Stone 20th Rom-Com 
ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER D. O. Selznick UA Com-Dr 
FORBIDDEN VALLEY Henry Macrae U Qutdoor 
KID COMES BACK " Bryan Foy wR Drama 
DAREDEVIL DRIVERS Bryan Foy WB CAA 
8/18/38 WIDE OPEN FACES David Loew Col Comedy 
4 THE GIRL WAS YOUNG 7 GB Com-Dr 
A YANK AT OXFORD Michael Balcon MGM Comedy 
PAINTED TRAIL Robert Emmett Mone Western 
BIG BROADCAST ’38 H. Thompson Par Musical 
BRINGING UP BABY Cliff Reid RKO Rom-Com 
BARONESS AND BUTLER Ray Griffith 20th Rom-Dr 
ee PSS GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND IT Sam Bischof? WwB Outdoor 
8/25/38 WHO KILLED GAIL PRESTON? Ralph Cohn Col Mystery 
ARSENE LUPIN RETURNS John W. Considine MGM Meller 
PORT OF MESSING GIRLS Lon Young Mone Drama 
CASSIDY OF BAR 20 Harry Sherman Par Western 
NIGHT SPOT Robt. Sisk RKO Com-Dr 
HOLLYWOOD STADIUM MYSTERY A. Schaefer Rep Meller 
LOVE ON A BUDGET Max Golden 20th Comedy 
STORM IN A TEACUP A. Korda UA Comedy 
na PENROD AND TWIN BROTHER Bryan Fey ws Com-Dr _ 
3/4/38 ROLLING CARAVANS Col Col Western 
START CHEERING Nat Perrin Col Musical 
TO THE VICTOR Maurice Ostrer GBR Rom-Dr 
MERRILY WE LIVE Hal Roach MGM Comedy 
ROMANCE IN DARK Harlan Thomoson Par Musical 
MAID’S NIGHT OFF Robert Sisk RKO Rom-Dr 
PRISON NURSE Herman Schlom Rep Meller 
SALLY, IRENE AND MARY Gene Markey 20th Musical 
ADVENTURES MARCO POLO Sam Goldwyn UA Drama 
MAD ABOUT MUSIC J. Pasternak U Musical 
_ SLIGHT CASE OF MURDER Sam Bischoff WB ___sMeller 
3/11/38 MAKING THE HEADLINES Col Col Rom-Dr 
THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS Norman Krasna MGM Com-Dr 
ROSE OF RIO GRANDE Dorothy Reid Mono Rom-Dr 
DANGEROUS TO KNOW Par Par Meller 
HAWAITIE CALLS Sol Lesser RKO Rom-Cam 
CALL THE MESQUITEERS Wm. Berke Reo Western 
WALKING DOWN BROADWAY Sol Wurtzel 20th Com-Dr 
CRIME OF DR. HALLETT Fd Grainger U Mystery 
: LOVE, HONOR AND BEHAVE Lou Edelman Wwe = Com-Dr 
3 13/38 GIRL OF GOLDEN WEST Wm. A. McGutre MGM Musical 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND ’S PERIL Par Par Mystery 
CONDEY NED WOMEN Robert Sisk RKO Drama 
KING OF NEWSBOYS V. Morehouse Rep Rom -Dr 
REBECCA OF SUNNYBROOK FARM Ray Griffith 29th Ron:-Com 
THE GAIETY GIRLS A. Korda UA Mus ‘al 
NIGHT CLUB HOSTESS W. Mycrost U Rom-Dr 
STATE POLICE Trem Carr U Actior 
HE COULDN'T SAY NO Brvan Fov WwR Con 
3/25/38 LONE WOLF IN PARIS W. MacDonald Cal My 
JUDGE HARDY’S CHILDREN MGM MGM Dr i 
COLLEGE SWING L. E. Gensler Par Mu i 
ARSON GANGBUSTERS Herman Schlom Rep Meller 
MR. MOTO TAKES CHANCE Sol Wurtzel 20th My 
GOODBYE, BROADWAY Fd Grainter U Comedy 
JEZEBEL deonrv Blanke WR Drama 
41 38 WHEN G-MEN STEP IN W. MacDonald Col Me 
TIP-OFF GIRLS Pat Par Me! 
JOSETTE Gene Markey 2% Musical 
GOODBYE, BROADWAY Ed Grainger U Com-Ro 
LIFE ON WATERFRONT H. Henioson MGM Drama 
LAND OF FIGHTING MEN Maurice Conn Mono 
43 38 THERE'S ALWAYS A WOMAN Wm. Perlberg Col Comed 
FEMALE FUGITIVE FE. B. Derr Mono Meller 
RECKLESS LIVING Val Paul U Com-Dr 
IT COULDN’T HAPPEN AGAIN Cliff Reid RKO Com-Dr 
CAPITA™T, PUNISHMENT John H. Auer Rep Rom-D: 
RAWHIDE Sol Lesser 29th Western 
WOMEN ARE LIKE THAT Robt. Lord Wwe Com-Rom 


K. Francis-P. O'Brien 





DIRECTOR 


Sam Nelson 
Lam Hillyer 
J W. Rubin 
Frank Lloyd 
Leigh Jason 
Sid Lanfleld 
J Lewis 
B. R. Eason 


R. Thorpe 
Louis King 
Lew Landers 
Lloyd Corrigan 
Alfred Werker 
D. R. Lederman 


John Brahm 
Harry Langdon 
H. Wilcox 
R. Thorpe 
Alan James 


A. E. Sutherland 


C. Cabanne 
Sam Newfield 
Jas. Tinling 
D. R. Lederman 
Tim Whelan 
Ted Sloman 
Rusby Berkeley 


C. C. Coleman 
Sonnie Hale 
Frank ‘Borzage 
G. Archainbaud 
Ralph Staub 
Eugene Forde 
Archie Mayo 
John Farrow 


~ Eddie Buzzell 


Les Selander 


George Sherman 


Joseph Kane 
Roy Del Ruth 


O. H. P. Garrett 


Rav Enright 


~ Ladislaus Vajda ; 


Harry Fraser 
E. L. Marin 
J. P. McGowan 
C. B. de Mille 
Lew Landers 
John H. Auer 
E. Forde 
Geo. Marshall 
I. Lubin 
F. McDonald 


Aubrey Scotto 
Sam Nelson 


Clarence Brown 


L. Hillyer 
James Hogan 
Al Santell 


H.B.Humberstone 
Norman Taurog 


W. Gittens 
B. R. Eason 
B. R. Fason 


Kurt Newman 


Alf Hitchcock 

Jack Conway 
Robert Hill 

Mitch Leisen 


Howard Hawks 


Walter Lang 
M. Curtiz 
Leon Barsha 
G. Fitzmaurice 
Karl Brown 
Les Selander 


Christy Cabanne 


David Howard 
Bert Lenny 
Victor Saville 
Wm. McGann 
Jos. Levering 
A. S. Rogell 


N. Z. McLeod 
H. C. Potter 
Ben Holmes 
James Cruze 


Wm. Seiter 


Norman Taurog 
Norman Taurog 


Llavd Bacon 


~L wis D. Collins — 


Dick Thorpe 
Wm. Nigh 
Robert Florey 
Fdward Cline 


John English 
N. Foster 
Sylvan Simon 
Stanley Logan 
R. Z. Jeonard 
Jas. Hogan 
Lew Landers 
V. Morehou-e 
Norman Foster 
T. Freeland 
Graham Cutts 
John Rawlins 
Lew Seiler 
Al S. Rocell 
G *.), S *1tZ 
Zanoul Walsh 
Joe Kane 
Norman Foster 
Rav McCarey 
Wm Wi lar 
C. Colen 
F Uls In ne 
Allan D it 
Rav McCarey 
Ja Whale 
Ai af J if ~ 
Al *x Hall 
Wm. N ! 

F MacDona!l 1 
( wWisty Cala ne 
John H. Aut 
Rav Taylor 
Stanley Logan 


100 


WHEN. 


TIME REVIEWED 
MINS. BY VARIETY 
56 26 
59 2/9 
95 1/19 
113 12/8 
78 12/29 
98 12/22 
60 1/19 
62 12/22 
$a 12/15 
53 12/22 
40 12/29 
a3 12/29 
69 2/9 
70 1/12 
78 1/26 
63 2/23 
69 2/16 
68 2/2 
57 3/9 
se 12/23 
55 1/12 
55 1/12 
65 1/5 
58 2/2 
83 8/4 
100 2/2 
100 12/22 
55 1/2 
94 2/9 
92 12/22 
713 11/10 
67 1/5 
71 12/22 
ae 1/29/35 
75 1/19 
70 2/16 
58 2/2 
60 1/12 
102 1/26 
69 2/9 
72 1/26 
71 2/23 
46 1/5 
80 1/26 
124 1/12 
62 2/16 
64 2/16 
75 1/28 
115 2/2 
66 2/23 
64 3/9 
100 2/9 
72 2/9 
63 2/9 
719 12/8 
93 2/16 
61 12/29 
60 3/2 
a4 12/8 
190 2/2 
50 
a8 2/9 
102 2/18 
73 2/16 
90 2/16 
60 3/9 
82 2/23 
60 
36 
69 
66 3/2 
Ut) 
a4 9/9 
62 1/12 
78 2/9 
96 3/2 
77 2/16 
67 3/9 
86 3/2 
190 2/16 
98 3/2 
85 2/9 
68 
72 3/2 
55 3/2 
73 2/2 
65 
64 2/18 
77 3/9 
80 , 9 
72 3/2 
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AS BOX- OFFICE AS ONLY HER GREATEST STORY COULD MAKE IT! 


with 


HENRY FONDA+ GEO. BRENT 


MARGARET LINDSAY ~ WARNER BROS. 


A WILLIAM WYLER PRODUCTION mano Van Warne Welling For tte 
Richard Cromwell * Henry O'Neill 41 ab Spring Byington + John Litel RAD Ce) CITY 


Screen play by Clements Ripley, Renbot sce Abem Finkel and John Huston 


\! . 
UY) susie by Max Steines i- REM : ERE 


TOMORROW! 


From the Play by Owen Davis, Sr. 


AS SOLIDLY PRE-ADVERTISED AS ONLY 
A 24-MAGAZINE CAMPAIGN AND 4000 24-SHEETS GAN GUARANTEE! 
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Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 18) 





nahan. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Ray Milland. J. Carrol Naish, Lynn Over- 
man, Dorothy Howe, Archie Twitchell, Jonathan Hale, Edward A. Earle. 
‘BLUEBEARBD’S EIGHTH WIFE,’ 
Lubitsch; screen play by Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder: based 0 
by Alfred Savoir; photographed by Leo Tover. 
Gary Cooper, Edward Everett Horion, David Niven, Luis Alberni Tyler 
Brooke, Herman Bing. : 
‘STOLEN HEAVEN,’ general office production; directed by Andrew L. 
Stone; screen play by Eve Greene and Frederick Jackson, based on a story 
by Andrew L. Stone. Cast: Gene Raymond, Olympe Bradna, Lloyd Nolan 
Glenda Farrell, Lewis Stone, Porter Hall, Esther Dale, Joseph Sawyer, 
Ferdinand Gottschalk, Bert Roach, Rolfe Sedan, Hooper Atchley. 
‘TIPOFF GIRLS,’ formerly titled ‘HIGHWAY RACKETE 
office production; directed by Louis King; no story credits available as yet; 
photographed by Theodore Sparkuhl. Cast: Lloyd Nolan. Mary Carlisle. 
J. Carrol Naish, Harvey Stephens, Roscoe Karns, Larry Crabbe Anthony 
Quinn, Benny Baker, Barlowe Borland. . 


n play 


Paramount Pix Now in Production 


‘PROFESSOR BEWARE,’ produced by Harold Lloyd: directed by Elliott 
Nugent; screen play by Delmer Daves and Jack Cunningham: ginal 
Crampton Harris and Francis and Marion Cockrell. Cast: Harold Lloyd 
Phyllis Weich, Raymond Walburn, Sterling Holloway, Lionel Stander. 
Mary Lou Lender, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Williams, Ward Bond. Spencer Charters, 
Clara Blandick, William Frawley, Thurston Hall, Cora Witherspoon. 2 

‘YOU AND ME,’ produced and directed by Fritz Lang: no writing credits 
released as yet; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: George Raft, Sylvia 
Sidney, Barton MacLane, Roscoe Karns, Harry Carey, Robert Cummings 
Warren Hymer, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Williams, Carol Paige, Vera Gordon Matt 
McHugh, Paul Newlan, Bernadene Hayes, George E. Stone, Cecil Cunning- 
ham, Margaret Randall, Jack Mulhall, Julia Faye, Arthur Hoyt Harlan 
Briggs, Joyce Compton. _ 

‘TROPIC HOLIDAY,’ produced by Arthur Hornblow, Jr.: directed by 
Theodore Reed; original by Don Hartman and Frank Butler: photographed 
by Ted Tetzlaff. 
Burns, Tito Guizar, Binnie Barnes, Elvira Rios, Pepito, Michael Visaroff, 
Bobbie Moya, Ascension and Del Rio Trio, Dominguez Brothers’ San Cris- 
tobal Marimba Band, Roberto Soto, Jesus Topete, Paula DeCardo, Dolores 
Casey, Sheila Darcy, Marie Burton, Paul Lopez, Chris Pin Martin, Fortunio 
Bona Nova. 


original by 


‘COCOANUT GROVE,’ produced by George Arthur: directed by Alfred 


Santell; no writing credits as yet released; photographed by Leo Tover. 
Cast: Fred MacMurray, Harriett Hilliard, Yacht Club Boys, Ben Blue, Billy 
Lee, Rufe Davis, Harry Owens and his Royal Hawaiian orchestra, George 
Walcott, Dorothy Howe, Red Stanley, Eve Arden, Lester Allen. 

‘THE TEXANS,’ formerly titled ‘MARCHING 
Lucien Hubbard; directed by James Hogan; no writing credits released as 
yet; photographed by Harry Fischbeck. 
nett, May Robson, Robert Cummings, Harvey Stephens, 
Walter Brennan, Raymond Hatton. 

‘CRIME GIVES ORDERS,’ produced by Harold Hurley; directed by Louis 
King; no writing credits released as yet; photographed by Victor Milner. 
Cast: Lloyd Nolan, Mary Carlisle, Lynne Overman, J. Carrol Naish, Larry 
Crabbe, Anthony Quinn, Johnny Downs, Regis Toomey, Delmar Watson, 
Dorothy Peterson, Fern Emmett, Lu Miller, George Davis. Hooper Atchley, 
Laurie Lane, Mary Parker, Dick Rush, Howard Mitchell, Zeffie Tilbury, 
Phil Warren, Robert E. Homans, Stanley Price. 


RKO-Radio 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleied ing Kooms Cameras tion 
Studio ererre re 43 24 3 5 11 13 
Ss wc usedenee 6 0 0 t] 6 2 
Sol FS: ae 3 2 0 0 1 1 
David Loew....... 2 2 9 0 tL) . 
Walt Disney....... 1 1 1 0 6 $ 
| ee ° 55 29 4 5 18 16 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘HAVING WONDERFUL TIME,’ produced ty Pandro S. Berman; directed | 


by Al Santell; play and screen play by Arthur Kober; photographed by 
Robert De Grasse. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Richard 
Red’ Skelton, Peggy Conklin, Eve Arden, Lucille Ball. 

‘THIS MARRIAGE BUSINESS,’ formerly titled ‘IT COULDN’T HAPPEN 
AGAIN,’ produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Christy Cabanne; screen play 
by Gladys Atwater and J. Robert Bren: original by Mel Riddle and Alex 
Ruben; photographed by Joseph August. Cast: Victor Moore, Allan Lane, 
Vicki Lester, Jack Carson, Richard Lane, Kay Sutton, Paul Guilfoyle, Jack 
Arnold, Frank M. Thomas, Leona Roberts, George Irving, Cecil Kellaway, 
Ida Volinar, Richard Bond, Bryant Washburn, Sr., Solly Ward, Bert More- 
house, Neil Burns, Alice Belcher, Ray Harper, Frank Hammond, Francesca 
Rotali, Sidney Jarvis, Don Brody, Fred Santley, Wilfred Lucas. 

‘CONDEMNED WOMEN,’ produced by Robert Sisk; directed by Lew 
Landers; screen play by Lionel Houser from his own original. Cast: Sally 
Eilers, Anne Shirley, Lee Patrick, Louis Hayward, Richard Bond, Frank 
Thomas, Richard Lane, Jack Arnold, Leona Roberts, Esther Dale, George 
Irving, Netti Packer, Rita LeRoy. 

‘THE JOY OF LIVING,’ formerly titled ‘THE JOY OF LOVING,’ pro- 
duced by Felix Young: directed by Tay Garnett; original story and lyrics 
by Herbert and Dorothy Fields; screen play by Gene Towne and Graham 
Baker; score by Jerome Kern; photographed by Joseph Walker. 





produced and directed by Ernst | 
Cast: Claudette Colbert, | 


ERS,” general 


Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Ray Milland, Martha Raye, Bob | 


HERDS,’ produced by | 


Cast: Randolph Seott, Joan Ben- | 
Robert Barrat, | 





Cast: | 


Irene Dunne, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Alice Brady, Guy Kibbee, Lucille | 
Ball, Jean Dixon, Eric Blore, Warren Hymer, Fuzzy Knight, Charles Wil- | 


liams, Joe Hickey, Harris Gordon, Bert Roach. 


‘LAW OF THE UNDERWORLD,’ formerly titled ‘SEE NO EVIL,’ pro- 
duced by Robert Sisk; directed by Lew Landers; screen play by Edmund 


L. Hartmann and Bert Granet; original by Samuel Shipman and John B. | 


Hymer; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: Chester Morris, Anne 
Shirley, Walter Abel, Eduardo Ciannelli, Richard Bond, Lee Patrick, Paul 
Guilfoyle, Frank M. Thomas, Jack Carson, George Shelley, George Irving, 
Florence Lake, Cecil Kellaway, Anthony Warde, Margaret Armstrong, 
Bradley Page, Tom Kennedy, Ted Oliver. 


RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production 


WIVACIOUS LADY,’ produced by Pandro S. Bern.an; directed by George 

tevens; screen play by Anne Morrison Chapin and Kay Van Riper from 
novel by I. A. R. Wylie; photographed by Robert De Grasse. Cast: Ginger 
Rogers, James Stewart, James Ellison, Jack Carson, Phyllis Kennedy, Spen- 
cer Charters, Ray Mayer, Maude Eburne, Floyd Shackleford, Alec Craig, 
Beulah Bondi, Charles Coburn, Frances Mercer, Grady Sutton. 

‘BAMBI,’ being prepared by Walt Disney for release on RKO 1938-39 
schedule; feature-length cartoon based on story by Felix Salten. 

‘GO CHASE YOURSELF,’ formerly titled ‘ROLLING STONES,’ pro- 
duced by Robert Sisk; directed by Edward Cline; original story by Walter 
O'Keefe; screen play by Bert Granet and Paul Yawitz; photographed by 
Jack MacKenzie Cast: Joe Penner, Lucille Ball, June Travis, Fritz Feld, 


| play by James Edward Grant, based on play by 


| Cast: Simone Simon, 


Granville Bates, George Irving, Bradley Page, Richard Lane, Tom Ken- | 


nedy, Margaret Armstrong, Jack Carson, Frank M. Thomas, Ted Oliver, 
George Shelley, Arthur Stone, Fred Schaeffer, Billy Dooley, Max Hoffman, 
Jr. Monte Vandergrift, Georgia O’Dowell, Donald Kerr, Bob Thatcher, 
Otto Fries, Ethel Wales, James Farley, Chester Clute, Sam Lufkin, Robert 
Nist, Eddie Hearn, Reed Howes, Phillip Morris, Lynton Wright Brent, Alan 
Bruce, Robert Stone, Bill Carson, John Ince, John Rand. 

‘SAINT IN NEW YORK,’ produced by William Sistrom; directed by Ben 
Holmes: from novel by Leslie Charteris; photographed by Joseph August 
Cast: Louis Hayward, Kay Sutton, Paul Guilfoyle, Sig Kumann, Jonathan 
Hale, Fred Burton, Ben Welden, Jack Carson, Charles Halton, Cliff Brag- 
don, Shirley Coates, Gus Glassmire, Thomas Morgan, Torben Meyer, Julian 
Rivero, Monte Carter, Bert Rose, Jay Adler, George Anderson, Lee Phelps 
Dick Lame, Lester Door, Roy James, Edward Le Saint, Robert Graves, 
George Irving, Frank M. Thomas, Paul Fix. 


| 





Republic 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before’ Prenara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Ge ee 52 20 2 6 24 24 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms awaiting preview are: 

‘DESERT TRAIL RIDERS,’ produced by Sol Siegel: directed by Jack 
English; screen play by Luci Ward; photographed by William Nobles. Cast: 
Ray Corrigan, Bob Livingston, Max Terhune, Lynn Roberts. 

‘HOLLYWOOD STADIUM MYSTERY,’ formerly titled ‘HOLLYWOOD 
STADIUM,’ produced by Armand Schaefer; directed by David Howard: 
screen play by Darrell and Stewart McGowan: original story by Stuart 
Palmer; photographed by Ernie Miller. Cast: Neil Hamilton, Evelyn Ven- 
able, Barbara Pepper, Smiley Burnette, Jimmy Wallington, Charles Wil- 
liams, James Spottswood. 

‘THE KING OF THE NEWSBOYS,’ formerly titled ‘THE SIDEWALKS 
OF NEW YORK,’ produced and directed by Bernard Vorhaus: original 
story by Sam Ornitz and Horace McCoy; adapted by Peggy Thompson; 
screen play by Louis Weitzenkorn; photographed by Jack Marta. Cast: 
Lew Ayres, Helen Mack, Alison Skipworth, Victor Varconi, Billy Benedict, 
Louis Natheaux, Emmett Vogan, Inez Palange, Byron Foulger, Lee Shum- 
way, Joe Marks, Alan Calvin, Gennero Curay, Allan Mathews, Alice White. 
Sheila Bromley, Horace McMahon, Ben Taggart, Marjorie Main, Howard 
Hickman. 

‘PRISON NURSE,’ produced by Herman Schlom; directed by James 
Cruze; screen play by Earl Felton and Sidney Salkow from novel by Dr. 
Louis Berg; photographed by Ernest Miller. Cast: Henry Wilcoxon, Marian 
Marsh, Bernadine Hayes, Ray Mayer, Ben Weldon, Addison Richards, John 
Arledge, Frank Reicher, Fred Kohler, Jr., Minerva Urecal, Lee Phelps, Nor- 
man Willis, Jack C. Smith, Monte Montague. 

‘CAPITAL PUNISHMENT,’ formerly titled ‘THE GENTLEMAN FROM 
LONDON,” produced and directed by John Auer; original by Albert J 
Cohen and Robert Shannon; screen play by Cohen and George Yates; 
photographed by Jack Marta. Cast: C. Henry Gordon, Herbert Mundin 
Alan Marshall, Tala Birell. Elsa Buchanan, Gerald Oliver Smith, George 
Sorel, Leonard Willey, Keith Kenneth, Mady Corell, Ivan Simpson, Dwight 
Frye, Ian MacLaren. 


‘FIRE OVER THE WATERFRONT,’ produced by Herman Schlom: di- 
rected by Joe Kane: original by Alex Gottlieb and Norman Burnstine: 
screen play by Gottlieb, Burnstine, Joseph Hoffman and Peggy Thompson; 
photographed by Ernest Miller. Cast: Jackie Moran, Rosalind Keith, Bob 
Livingston, Warren Hymer. Clay Clement, Jack LaRue, Selmer Jackson. 
Dick Wessell, Henry Hale. Emory Parnell, Walter Sande, Jack Rice, Donald 
Kerr, Howard Hickman, George Floyd. 

Republic Pictures Now in Production 

‘OUTLAWS OF SONORA,’ produced by Sol Siegel; directed by George 
Sherman; no writing credits as yet released. Cast: Bob Livingston, Ray 
Corrigan, Max Terhune, Jean Joyce, Jack Mulhall, Frank La Rue, Ralph 
Peters, Edwin Mordaunt, Tom London, Jack Ingram, George Cheseboro, 


Merrill McCormick, Otis Harlan, Stelita Peluffo, Gloria Rich, Curley Dres- | 


den, Fenton Taylor, Art Dillard, Jack Kirk, Tommy Coats, Joe Balch, Buel 
Bryant, Forest Burns. 

‘THUNDER IN ALASKA,’ formerly titled ‘SWIFT LIGHTNING,’ produced 
by Armand Schaefer; 
Oliver Curwood, Cast: 
Emory Parnell. 


Richard Arlen, Lyle Talbot, Beverly Roberts, 


20th Century-Fox 


Now Balance to 





Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
ee ee 52 30 7 4 11 6 
ee ere 6 4 0 1 1 2 
WMO. é6csadnaes 58 34 7 5 12 4 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘RAWHIDE,’ produced by Sol Lesser; directed by Ray Taylor; original 
by Dan Jarrett; screen play by Dan Jarrett and Jack Natteford; photo- 
graphed by Allen Thompson. Cast: Smith Ballew, Lou_ Gehrig, Evalyn 
Knapp, Arthur Loft, Cy Kendall, Carl Stockdale, Frank Ellis, Harry Ten- 
brook, Cliff Parkinson, Richard Curtis, Slim Whitaker, Cecil Kellog. 

‘LITTLE GYPSY,’ formerly titled ‘GYPSY,’ produced by John Stone: 
directed by Bruce Humberstone; original screen play by Robert Ellis and 
Helen Logan; photographed by Edward Cronjager. Cast: Jane Withers. 


| Borrah Minevitch, Rochelle Hudson, Steffi Duna, Robert Wilcox, Paul 


Stanton. 

‘ISLAND IN THE SKY,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by Her- 
bert I. Leeds; screenplay by Frances Hyland and Albert Ray; original by 
Jerry Cady; photographed by Edward Cronjager. Cast: Gloria Stewart, 
Michael Whalen, Robert Kellard, June Storey, Paul Hurst, Leon Ames, 
Paul Kelly, Willard Robertson. 


Tinling; original screen play by Charles Belden and Jerry Cady; based on 
character created by John P. Marquand; photographed by Lucien Andriot. 
Cast: Peter Lorre, Keye Luke, Dick Baldwin, Lynn Bari, Douglas Fowley, 
Jayne Regan, Charles Williams, Harold Huber, Maxie Rosenbloom, John 
Hamitton, George E. Stone, Bernard Nedell. 


‘A TRIP TO PARIS’ (Jones Family feature), produced by Max Golden: | 


directed by Malcolm St. Clair; original screen play by Robert Ellis and 
Helen Logan; photographed by Edward Snyder. Cast: Jed Prouty, Spring 
Byington, Shirley Deane, Kenneth Howell, June Carlson, George Ernest, 
Billy Mahan. Russell Gleason, Harold Huber, Nedda Harrigan, Florence 
Roberts, Marvin Stephens, Sumner Getchell, Jack Pennick, Helen Valkis, 
Andre P. Marsandon. 

20th-Fox Pictures Now in Production 


‘KIDNAPPED,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan,; directed by Al 
Werker; no writing credits as yet available. Cast: Warner Baxter, 
Arleen Whelan, Freddie Bartholomew. John Carradine, Leon Ames, Rob- 
ert Allen, Miles Mander. E. E. Clive, Donald Haines, Ralph Forbes, Elsa 
Buchanan, Billy Bevan, Moroni Olson, C. Aubrey Smith, Reginald Owen, 
Nigel Bruce, Arthur Hohl, Halliwell Hobbes, H. B. Warner. . 

‘FOUR MEN AND A PRAYER, produced by Kenneth Macgowan; di- 
rected by John Ford: screen play by Richard Sherman, Sonya Levien and 
Walter Ferris, from book by David Garth; photographed by Ernest I almer 
Cast: Loretta Young, Richard Greene, Reginald Denny, George Sanders. 
William Henry. Allan Hale, David Niven, J. Edward Bromberg. C. Aubrey 
Smith, Barry Fitzgerald, Claude King, Berton Churchill, John Carradine. 

‘KENTUCKY MOONSHINE,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan,; directed 
by David Butler: screen play by Art Arthur and M. M. Musselman, original 
by M. M. Musselman and Jack Lait, Jr.; music and lyrics by Lew Pollack 
and Sidney D. Mitchell; photographed by Robert Planck. a ast: Ritz Broth- 
ers, Tony Martin. Marjorie Weaver, Wally Vernon, William 
Claude Allister. Slim Summerville, John Carradine, Berton 
Eddie Collins, Paul Stanton, Francis Ford. si in dil . . 

SE S, pr iced b ie Markey; ec y Allan wan; screen 

JOSETTE,’ produced by Gene M irkey; directe oS ae ee Cre 

Ladislaus Vadnai; phoptographed by John Mescall 
Don Ameche, Robert Young, Bert Lahr, Joan Davis 
Tala Birell, Paul Hurst, Jayne Regan, Lillian Porter, Paul McVey, Zeffie 
Tilbury, William Collier, Sr. a 

‘ALEXANDER’S RAGTIME BAND,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown: 
directed by Henry King; screen play by Lamar Trotti and — a jert 
musie and lyrics by Irving Berlin; photographed by Peverell bag he v. os it: 
Tyrone Power. Alice Faye, Don Ameche. Ethel Merman, a ley. La ay 
jorie Weaver, Jean Hersholt. Helen Westley, John ¢ arradine. The kK wf 
ley. Chick Chandler, Paul Hurst, Wally Vernon, Eddie Collins. fhe King’ 
Men. Stanley Andrews. Jack Pennick. Robert Gleckler, ag ver A on 
Barclay. Ruth Warren, the Cansinos, Ralph Dunn, Otto Fries, Harr; I 
Sid Saylor, Ruth Terry | . 

‘LITTLE MISS BROADWAY,’ produced by David Hempstead; directe 


‘ . ; - wot »lasr " . > mre phed ah 
by Irving Cummings; no ¥ ng credits as yet released; photogra 


Demarest 
Churchill 


Fraser; from story by 


A 


chs a « Temple. Gloria Hurst. Jimmy Durante. Phy 
Arthur i or. Cast: S! irl] % re ple, Gloria Hin . 1, An] rend 
ee en eer " Murph. Patricia Wilder, Donald Meek, El Br 
is KS, be + 
(Continued on page 23) Ja } 


‘the side shows. 


directed by Breezy Eason; from story by James | 
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| Culver City Expo | 





(Continued trom page 5) 
only to be told that he can see thea 
Errol Flynn ccstumes at the Perma- 
nent Internaticnal Exposition of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences at 
Culver City. 

Personnel of the exposition to date 
is practically 190% from Culver City. 
Corporation headed by Eugens 
Don.van, publisher of the Culver 
City Citizen, wih Frank Whitbec's 
of Metro and Mayor Arthur H. Se- 
grell as v.p.’s, Blaine Walker a: sec- 
retary, and William Shea, publisher 


of the Culver City Evening Sitar 
News, as treesurer. Even the board 
of directors are home town boys, 
being Guy Heaton and Phillip 
Stephon, city councilmen; A M. 
Camphell, president of the Culver 
City school board, and William H 
Evans, Culver City contractor. 
Although the corporation has 14 
acres, it figures on acquiring addi- 


tional acreage for parking space and 
Culver City doesn’t 
figure on opvodsition developing in 
Hollywood. Thouch opposition de- 
velopea when Culver City tricd to 
snake the name of ‘Hollywood,’ the 
M-G-M stronghold gets little opposi- 
tion when it comes to working out a 
deal involving \he expenditure of 
taxpayers’ money. 

Chief reason for this is that Holly- 
wood is now a tenth part of the City 
of Los Angeles end as such can al- 
ways be voted cown in the city hall. 


| Culver City has no such problem— 
| the town, studins and city officials 


being all pals together, 

Figuring that while Los Angeles is 
horsing around, 10 motion picture 
expositions could be built to take 
care of the gapers who come all the 
way to Hollywood to see if Clark 
Gable’s ears really have to be taped 
back and Mae West’s corsets aciually 
have whalebone in them, Culver City 
is all set to grab off the biz now. 

‘Architectural talent identified with 
this industry will provide the plans,’ 
said Blaine Walker, ‘the creative 
minds of this industry will provide 
the show, Culver City will provide 


| the place.’ 


All the peasants will have to do 
is provide the dough. 





| Admen Ogling 





(Continued from page 7) 
different companies and four oer 
more advertising agencies. 

Other company is Audio Produc- 
tions, Inc., which took over the op- 
eration of General Service studios, 
Astoria, in order to have facilities 
to handle the demand. Firm is well 
situated to serve business because of 
connections. Western Electric, par- 
ent corporation of Electrical Re- 
search Products, Inc., is controlled 


by American Telephone & Telegraph 


' | ERPI owns Audio and is 
‘MR. MOTO’S GAMBLE,’ produced by John Stone; directed by James 


able to 
offer its client’s distribution via 
Modern Talking Picture Service, op- 
erated by former ERPI employees 
and reported handling much Audio 


| product. 


Recent estimate was that the 
quickie subjects, running seldom 
over 2 minutes, already go regularly 
to 6,000 exhibitors. Lucky Strike, 
Feenamint and Eveready flashlight 
recently have used them. 

Influx of advertising films doubt- 
lessly will be combated by the Hays 
office and other industry organiza- 
tions. Will Hays less than two years 
ago said thot the film theatre should 
be reserved exclusively for enter- 
tainment. He contended that the 
motion picture is not a proper me- 
dium for advertising. ‘whether this 
be by direct presentation of out- 
right advertising films or by some 
indirect effort to present advertis- 
ing films under the guise of enter- 
tainment.’ Attitude of the public to- 
wards the sporsored pictures 
shown by the organization in 
Arkansas of a Soriety of Booers to 
greet advertising films on the screen. 

On the other hand, apparently 
large corporations have become con- 

need that they can secure theatre 
distribution or they would not be 
willing to lay out coin for elaborate 
productions. 

Vittorio Gar 


was 


nini, composer-con- 


juctor. has been signed by the U. S 
Stee] Corp. to act as consultant to 
Ro t Armbruster, who wi!l comnose 
nd conduct the score for its films. 
Distribution of U. S. Steel’s nice 

tt as yet been seitled, 


at theatres will be paid 


» play the film in order that ie 
listribution may be had. Larger 
) ? ibly the chain theatres, 
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‘A RIOT 
ON 
CELLULOID™ 











"I AMA RICH 
AND BEAUTIFUL 
HEIRESS. My 
MOTHER COLLECTS 
TRAMPS. THAT 
Guy OVER THERE 
HAD BETTER SEE 
MAMA, I HATE 
ge TRAmpPS !* 
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"“T AM A HANOSOME 

AUTHOR IN DISGUISE. 
THAT GAL IS BEAUTIFUL 
But CUCKOO. HI TooTs /” 












BRIAN 
AHERNE, 
AS THE 
TRAMP 














"THis 1S A FULL- “ Dy SH 

LENGTH FEATURE So Raven port Restoring 
We eRe Tu) ACKers |W MERRILY 
Ww WE LIVE! ITS NUTS) 


C 









CONNIE’S CLOTHES 
ARE SLINKY 











“THE SENATOR IS COMING TO DINNER 
AND I CAN DRIVE HiM CRAZY ALL 
BY MYSELF BUT wiTH THE HELP OF 
MY SCREWY FAMILY — Poor SENATOR |" 

















BILLIE BURKE 
WILL SLAY YOU 
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“MRS. KILBOURNE 1S CUKOoO! 
SHE COLLECTS TRAMPS. I 
ADORE TRAMPS. THEY HAVE 

SUCH BAD MANNERS. “ 












PATSY KELLY 
in a flip 
moment 









} “VERY GOOD 
or ee 
“ 
THERE'S A { (®) 


DELEGATION 
OF SQUIRRELS 
OUTSIDE wHOo 
CLAIM THIS 

HOUSE HARBORS 
THE BIGGEST 

COLLECTION 
































ALAN MOWBRAY as the butler 
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“mMY SISTER JUST GOT A 
NEW HAT AND I'M TRYING 
IT ON THE DOG." 


“THiS FAMILY 
is INSANE ~~ 
Anb Loves it! 
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“ey DONT THINK 
I'tl EVER MAKE 
SENSE 


“MERRILY WE LIVE’ 
iS THE BEST Tonic 
FOR THE NATION !" 








NORMAN 
McLEOD 
the 


director 
(whe olse did 
these cortoons) 
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“ITS A RIOT ON 
CELLULOID. THE 
FUNNIEST 
FILM EVER 
MADE /* 
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Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 21) 


Jane Darwell, Edward Ellis, Brewster Twins. 
Olive Brasno, the Brian Sisters. 

‘THE BATTLE OF BROADWAY,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel: directed 
by George Marshall; screen play by Lou Breslow and John Patrick; 
graphed by Barney McGill. Cast: Victor McLaglen. Brian Do 
Cohen, Esther Muir, Louise Hovick, Raymond Walburn, Lynn Bari 
Kellard, Hattie McDaniel, Jane Darwell. : ; 


United Artists 


Eddie Collins, George and 


photo- 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Goldwyn., 6 6 0 0 0 6 
Alexander Korda... 6 0 9 r) 6 6 
MGINDIOE vcs dcess e 5 3 r) 4 2 4 
Walter Wanger.... 8 3 1 8 4 5 
CRADMM ..iscccccse 1 0 4 * 1 1 
London Films..... & 1 e r) | 7 
ee e 34 13 1 0 20 30 


UA Pictures Now in Production 
‘THE RIVER IS BLUE,’ produced by Walter Wanger: directed by Wil- 
liam Dieterle; original screen play by John Howard Lawson and Clifford 
Odets: photographed by Rudolph Mate. Cast: 
Carroll, Leo Carrillo, John Halliday, Viadimir Sokoloff, Robert Warwick, 
Reginald Denny, Katharine DeMille, Peter Godfrey. 


Universal 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
MS curccedeswee 50 26 4 4 16 13 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 

‘BORDER WOLVES,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Joseph H 
Lewis; story and screen play by Norton S. Parker; photographed by Harry 
Neumann. Cast: Bob Baker, Connie Moore, Fuzzy Knight, é 
Willie Fung, Glenn Strange, Frank Campeau, Oscar O’Shea, Ed Cassidy, 
Jack Montgomery, Dick Dorrell, Arthur Van Slyke, Frank Ellis. is 


‘THE CRIME OF DR. HALLETT,’ produced by Edmund Grainger: di- | 


rected by S. Sylvan Simon; screen play by Lester Cole and Brown Holmes 
from original by Cole and Charles Breher, photographed by Milton Kra 
ner, Cast: Ralph Bellamy, William Gargan, Barbara Read, Charles Stev 
ens, John King. 

‘GOODBYE, BROADWAY,’ produced by Edmund Grainger; directed by 
Ray McCarey; screen play by Roy Chanslor from stage play by James 
Gleason; photographed by George Robinson. Cast: Charles Winninger, 
Alice Brady, Tom Brown, Dorothea Kent, Donald Meek, Frank Jenks, 
Tommy Riggs, Jed Prouty, Willie Best, Del Henderson, Jack Daley, Henry 
Roquemore, Edgar Dearing. 

‘STATE POLICE,’ produced by Trem Carr: directed by John Rawlins; 
original screen play by George Waggner. Cast: John King, Connie Moore, 
David Oliver, William Lundigan, Larry Blake, George Cleveland, Charles 
Wilson, Joseph Crehan, Pierre Watkin, Billy Wayne, Ted Osborne, J. Far- 
rell MacDonald, Glenn Strange, James Lucas, Roy Mason. 

Universal Pix Now in Production 

‘RECKLESS LIVING,’ formerly titled ‘THE WINNER'S CIRCLE,’ pro- 

duced by Val Paul; directed by Frank McDonald; screen play by Charles 


Grayson from Gerald Beaumont’s original story, ‘When Johnny Comes 
Marching Home’; photographed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: Jimmy Savo, 
Nan Grey, Robert Wilcox, William Lundigan, Frank Jenks, Samuel S. 


Hinds, Harry Davenport, May Boley, Harlan Briggs, Frances Robinson, | 


Chester Clute, George Meeker. 

‘NURSE FROM BROOKLYN,’ produced by Edmund Grainger; directed 
by S. Sylvan Simon; screen play by Roy Chanslor from Steve Fisher's 
magazine story, ‘If You Break My Heart’; photographed by Milton Kras- 


ner. Cast: Sally Filers, Paul Kelly, Larry Blake, Maurice Murphy, Peggy | 


Bernier, David Oliver, Morgan Conway, James Blaine, William Royale, 
Charles Sullivan, Howard Christie. 

‘LADY IN THE MORGUE,’ produced by Irving Starr: directed by Otis 
Garrett; screen play by Eric Taylor and Robertson White trom novel by 
Jonathan Latimer; photographed by Stanley Cortez. Cast: Preston Foster, 
Patricia Ellis, Frank Jenks, Joseph Downing, Al Hill, James Robbins, Stan- 
ley Price, Gordon Hart, Tom Jackson, Minerva Urecal, Rollo Lloyd, Morgan 
Wallace, Gordon Elliot, Bryant Burke. . 

‘LAST STAND,’ produced by Trem Carr: directed by Joseph H. Lewis; 
story and screen play by Harry O. Hoyt; photographed by Harry Neumann. 
Cast: Bob Baker. Constance Moore, Fuzzy Knight, Earl Hodgins, Glenn 
Strange, Forrest Taylor, Jack Kirk. 


Warners 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
ORS by ose oon 60 34 7 11 8 18 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

“WOMEN ARE LIKE THAT,’ formerly titled ‘THIS WOMAN IS DAN- 
GEROUS,’ and ‘RETURN FROM LIMBO,’ produced by Robert Lord; di- 
rected by Stanley Logan; original by A. H. Z. Carr; screen play by Horace 
Jackson; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Kay Francis, Pat O’Brien, 


Alan Mowbray, Gordon Oliver, Ralph Forbes, Herbert Rawlinson, John | 


Eldredge, Thurston Hall, Grant Mitchell. 

‘BLONDES AT WORK,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Fra. 
McDonald; original scree: play by Albert Demond: photographed by War- 
ren Lynch. Cast: Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane, Tom Kennedy, Rosella 
Towne, Donald Briggs, Kenneth Harlan. Carole Landis. 

‘MYSTERY OF HUNTING’S END,’ produced by Bryan Foy: associate 


Gordon Hollingshead; directed by Noel Smith: original story by Mignon | 
G, Eberhart; screen play by Sherman Lowe; photographed by L. William | 


O'Connell. Cast: Dick Purcell, June Travis. Elspeth Dudgeon, Anthony 
Averille, Ben Weldon, Mary Maguire. William Hopper, Anderson Lawlor. 
Sheila Bromley, Hugh O'Connell, Trevor Bardette, Dennie Moore. 

‘TORCHY BLANE IN PANAMA,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
William Clemens: screen play by George Bricker; original story by An- 
thony Coldeway; photographed by Warren Lynch. Cast: Paul Kelly, 
Lane, Hugh O’Connell, James Nolan, Larry Williams, Tom Kennedy, Frank 
Shannon, John Ridgeley, Anthony Averill, Frank Orth, Jacl 
Betiy Compson, Joe Cunningham, George Guhl, Jimmy 
Lloyd, George Regas, John Harron, Jack Mower. 

‘THE ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD’ (in Technicolor); produced by 
Henry Blanke; directed by Michael Curtiz and William Keighley; original 
screen play by Norman Reilly Raine and Seton I. Miller; photographed by 
Tony Gaudio. Cast: Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havilland. Ian Hunter, Claude 
tains. Basil Rathbone, Patric Knowles, Alun Hale, Eugene Palliette, Mel- 
ville Cooper, Herbert Mundin. 

‘JEZEBEL,’ produced by Henry Blanke: 


Conlon, George 


William Wyler: 


directed by 


screen play by Clements Ripley and Aben Finkel: from play by Owen 
Davis, Sr.; photographed by Ernest Haller. Cast: Bette Davis, Henry 
Fonda, George Brent, Margaret Lindsay, Fay Bainter, Henry O'Neill, 


Donald Crisp, Gordon Oliver, Richard Cromwell, Spring Byington. 

‘FOOLS FOR SCANDAL,’ formerly titled ‘FOOD FOR SCANDAL,’ pro- 
duced and directed by Mervyn LeRoy: screen play by Herb and Joe Fields: 
photographed by Theodore Tetzlaff. Cast: Carole Lombard, Fernand 
ob st Ralph Bellamy, Allen Jenkins, Isabel Jeans, Marie Wilson, Marcia 
talston 


‘MEN ARE SUCH FOOLS,’ produced by David Lewis; directed by Busby 


nlevy, Sammy | 
Robert | 


Henry Fonda, Madeleine | 


Dickie Jones, | 


Goodrich, | 
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| Berkeley; screen play by Norman Reilly Raine and Horace Jackson; from 
Magazine story by Faith Baldwin; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: 
Wayne Morris, Priscilla Lane, Humphrey Bogart, Penny Singleton, Hugh 
Herbert, Marcia Ralston, Gene Lockhart, Kathleen Lockhart, Johnnie Da- 
vis, Donald Briggs, Mona Barrie, Reine Riano, Claude Allister, James Nolan, 


| Lew Seiler; original screen play by Crane Wilbur and Ernest Booth: photo- 
| graphed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Billy Mauch, Bobby Mauch, Kathleen 
Lockhart, Gene Lockhart, Dick Purcell, Hugh O’Connell, Charles Halton, 
Bernice Pilot, Phillip Hurlic, John Perrone, Billy Lechner, Billy Wolfstone, 


am. 

‘COWBOY FROM BROOKLYN,’ formerly titled ‘DUDE RANCHER,’ pro- 
duced by Lou Edelman; directed by Lloyd Bacon; screen play by Earl 
Baldwin from play by Louis Pelletier, Jr.. and Robert Sloane; photographed 
by Arthur Edeson. Cast: Dick Powell, Priscilla Lane, Pat O’Brien, Dick 
Foran, Ann Sheridan, Ronald Reagan, Hobart Cavanaugh, Emma Dunn, 





| Granville Bates, Grace Hayle, Dennie Moore, Roselle Towne, James 

Stephenson, Hairy Barris, Candida, Kay Johnson, Cliff Saum, Dorothy 
| Vaughn, Sam Hayes, May Boley, Johnnie Davis, Jimmy Fox, Elizabeth 
} 


Risdon, Jack Moore, James Nolan, William 
Joe Hiestand, Ben Hendricks, Everett Vogan. 

‘LITTLE LADY LUCK,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by John Far- 
| row; original screen play by Albert DeMond and George Bricker; photo- 
graphed by L. William O’Connell. Cast: Ann Sheridan, John Litel, Frank 


Davidson, Franklin Farnum, 


| McHugh, Janet Chapman, Robert Homans, Eric Stanley, Jean Benedict. 
| Maureen Rodin-Ryan, Lottie Williams, James Nolan, Vera Lewis, John 
| Ridgeley, Walter Murray, William Gould, Stuart Holmes. Jack Mower. 


William Murray, Laura Jean Williams, Charles Wilson, Donald Brian, Spec 
O’Donnell, Paul Everton, Eddie Graham, Gordon Hart. 
Warners Pix Now in Production 

‘CRIME SCHOOL,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Lew Seiler; 

original screen play by Crane Wilbur; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: 

Humphrey Bogart, Gale Page, ‘Dead End’ Boys, Paul Porcasi, Helen McKel- 

ler, Dick Purcell, Weldon Heyburn, James B. Carson, Sybil Harris, Harry 


Alan Davis, Cliff Saum, Tom Wilson, Henry Otho, Jack Mower, Charles 
Trowbridge, Melville Cooper, Joseph Crehan, Don Turner, Ethan Laidlaw, 
| Joe Cunningham, Frank O'Connor, Jack Goodrich, Bobby Jordon. 

| ‘*FOUR’S A CROWD,’ formerly titled ‘ALL RIGHTS RESERVED,’ pro- 
duced by David Lewis; directed by Michael Curtiz; screen play by Casey 
Robinson; photographed by Ernest Haller. Cast: Rosalind Russell, Errol 
Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Walier Connolly, Spee O’Donnell, Dennie 
Moore, Franklin Pangborn, Ward Bond, Joseph Crehan, Joe Cunningham, 
Lawrence Grant, Gloria Blondell, Carole Landis, Frank Coghlan, Jr., Al 
Herman, Edward McWade, Arthur Hoyt, Robert Warwick, Frank Jacquet, 
Stuart Holmes, William Haade, Maurice Cass, Charles Judels, Patric 
Knowles. 

‘GOLD DIGGERS IN PARIS,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by 
Ray Enright; original screen play by Jerry Wald, Richard Macauley and 
Maurice Leo; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Rudy Vallee, Rosemary 
Lane, Hugh Herbert, Allen Jenkins, Melville Cooper, Frank McHugh, 
Johnnie Davis, Mabel Todd, Fritz Feld, Curt Bois, Eddie Anderson, Edward 
3rophy, Murray Alper, Pedro de Cordoba, Alphonse Martel, Rosella Towne, 
Janet Shaw. Carole Landis, Diana Lewis, Peggy Moran, Rafael Corio, 
Gloria Dickson, Jeffrey Sayre, Evelyn Thawl, Charles De Ravenne. 

‘WHITE BANNERS,’ produced by Henry Blanke; directed by Edmund 

oulding; screen play by Leonora Coffee from the Lloyd Douglas novel; 
| ohotographed by Charles Rosher. Cast: Claude Rains, Fay Bainter, Bonita 

Granville, Edward McWade, James Stephenson, Frank Darien, Frank Sulli- 
van, Cliff Saum, Jackie Cooper, Donald Crisp, Kay Johnson, Sally Anne, 
| Jack Mower, Lola Cheaney, Vera Lewis, Lottie Williams, 
| Stuart Holmes, Glen Cavender, Jean Benedict. J. Farrell MacDonald, 
Douglas Wood, Al Lloyd, Alice Lynden, Rex Evans, Peggy Stewart. 

‘THE AMAZING DR. CLITTERHOUSE,’ produced by Robert Lord; di- 
rected by Anatole Litvak; screen play by John Wexley and John Huston; 
from play by Barre Lyndon; photographed by Tony Gaudio. Cast: Edward 
G. Robinson. Claire Trevor, Humphrey Bogart, Allen Jenkins, Gale Page, 
Donald Crisp, Maxie Rosenbloom, Curt Bois, Bert Hanlon, Ward Bond, 
Vladimir Sokoloff, Robert Homans. 


merly titled ‘LOVELY LADY,’ produced by David Lewis; directed by Wil- 
liam Keighley; 
Julius Epstein; photographed by Sid Hickox. 
Brent, Ian Hunter, Gloria Dickson, Isabel Jeans, 


Cast: Kay Francis, George 
Dennie Moore, Gloria 


Blondell. Rosella Towne, John Ridgeley, Penny Singleton, Larry Williams, | 


Selmer Jackson, Herbert Rawlinson, Emmet Vogan, James B. Carson. 

‘WHEN WERE YOU BORN” produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Wil- 
liam McGann; original screen play by Dr. Manley P. Hall and Anthony 
Coldeway; photographed by L. William O’Connell. s. 
Margaret Lindsay, Lola Lane, Anthony Averill, Larry Williams, Charles 
Wilson, Frank Jaquet, James Stephenson, Eric Stanley, Maurice Cass, 
Leonard Mudie. 


Inside Stufl—Pictures 


— ey 








(Continued from page 10) 

parties last Friday (4) when a Gay Nineties show was staged at Caravel 
headquariers on Fifth avenue. N. Y. Special rooms were fitted up to carry 
out this motif, with waiters and attendants in costume and Half Moon 
Hotel band for music in sawdust-floor bar. Estimated that cost of party, 
which ran from 3 p.m. until late that night, ran into figures equalling any 
recent ones tossed by major piciure firms. Showings of pictures were held 
every 15 minutes in special projection room. 


News stories now coming from the Sino-Japanese struggle are so routine 
that none of five newsreel companies has obtained a notable clip in weeks. 
Two factors have combined to drag down the calibre of the material. One 
is that the fighting between Japs and Chinese forces has spread to such a 
broad front that no pictorially big stuff is available, Other is that the 
newsreel cameramen are virtually barred from Jap side since the Panay 
sinking was photographed. Chinese side currently is rated entirely too 
precarious even for cameraman. 


Paramount is not reimbursed by the U. S. for the physical distribution 
'of the Government-made featurette, ‘The River.’ Neil Agnew states Par 
| does not profit in any way commercially from the Pare Lorentz picture, 
| the company, as a good will gesture, distributing ‘River’ entirely free of 
all charges. Government pays for the shipping ordinarily borne by 
theatres. 


The Marx Bros. have been eliminated from the plagiarism suit for 
$75,000 by two writers who charge their ‘High Fever’ was lifted in part 
and produced by Metro as ‘A Day at the Races.” Action, by agreement 
between counsel for both sides, Metro and Locw’s defendants. 
Studio writers and Al Lewin, MG producer, also exonerated. 


leaves only 


Lola | 


Mason City (la.) Globe-Gazette, through its motion picture editor, David 
B. Kaufman. has inaugurated nationwide of rags throughout the 
U.S., and will review the film papers. It’s a 
stunt on the part of the motion picture department, chief purpose to learn 
just what amount of space sheets are generally giving the theatres. 


survey 


various sections of these 


Belief that ‘Mad 


About Mu ic’ will p ii U out of the red vindicates II ily. 


wood bunch which believed ihat yne Coast studio could top ‘Madchen I: 
Uniform’ if they tried long enoug! ‘Girls Dormitory’ didn’t quite make it 
but ‘Mad About Music.’ using the setting of a Swi hool and a 
cleaner story, Is already rat *d Deanna Durbin’s best 

All four shorts studios in New York are at work | week. Paramou 
Warner, Mentone and Christie units ha two-ret in the ) 
ber of performers used totals around 150 

Jack Warner has been named a director of the California All Yea lub 
First from the piciure industry to make the directorate i} 


‘PENROD’S DOUBLE TROUBLE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by | 


Sonny Bupp, Jackie Morrow, Donald Hulburt, Jerry Tucker, Jack Cunning- | 


Cording, Charles Foy, Al Bridge, Cy Kendall, Vera Lewis, Milburn Stone, | 


Tom Wilson, | 


| 
‘SECRETS OF AN ACTRESS,’ formerly titled ‘WOMAN HABIT,’ for- | 


original screen play by Rowland Leigh, Milton Krims and | 


Cast: Anna May Wong, | 





| New RKO Plan 


(Continued from 








page u) 
and probably will meet another $7 
arrears dividend th's year. 

Under the Meehan interests (Mal- 
| colm Kingsburg, vice chairman, and 
| Leon Goldberg, treasurer) K-A-O 

has built up a substantial cash re- 

serve, That cash reserve may 
amount to around $2,500.000, it is 
estimated. That’s what RKO’s down- 


town end seems to be after. HIt's 
worth an@ling for, RKO needs 
plenty cash. 

For the first quarter, th year, 
K-A-O may show a net of around 


9900,000. For 1937, its net ma 
to around $1,300,000, 

RKO’s net (exclusive of K-A.O) 
for 1937 may be roughly around 
51,100,000, of which amount $500,000 
is from other theatre divisions of the 
company. 


bul 


New Capital Setup 

The probable new capital setup of 
| RKO may run to around $43,000,000, 
inclusive of the aforementioned 
$5,000,000 bond issue. 

This includes around $12,000,000 of 
a new 6% cumulative, convertible 
preferred stock issue, possibly to be 
recommended, and around 2,700,000 
shares of common, The old 
plan called for an authorized issue of 
4,000,000 shares of new 

The new preferred would be dis- 
tributable to secured creditors such 
as present debenture holders, 
basis of $100 in new preferred for 
each $100 amount of present deben- 
tures. They would receive addition- 
ally several shares of new common. 
Unsecured creditors would receive 
10 shares of new common for each 
$100 amount of their claims. 

Presumably, the Rockefellers 
would receive 500,000 shares of new 
common, for their $9,100,000 claim. 
| This appears to be on par with the 
settlement recommendations as con- 
tained in Special Master George W. 
Alger’s reports, on the old plan. 

The old plan, conceived under At- 
las Corp. (Floyd Odlum) auspices, 
had to be altered because RKO con- 
ditions changed. Earnings shifted 
| for the worse since the old plan was 
formulated. 


new 


common 


on the 


Present common sharcholders 
would get one share of new com- 
mon. They also would receive war- 
rants for purchasing an additional %%4 
|Share. Rate of purchase is _ not 
|known. Of the present common, 
Atlas owns or controls 48%. Of the 
present debentures, Atlas owns or 
controls 40%. 
| Total amount of claims against 
| RKO probably aggregate $26,000,000. 
| Of this amount around $13,000,000 is 

unsecured, inclusive of the R. C, 
| claim, 


Whether these aformentioned con- 

ditions are those ultimately decided 
| upon and put into RKO’s new plan 
for adoption by creditors and the 
court’s okay can be hardly taken for 
granted, 

RKO’s fate actually rests with non- 
showmen. Their viewpoints are un- 
| predictable. Whether RKO reor- 
ganizes under 77b lies with Floyd 
Odlum principally. His prestige and 
influence has been somewhat dented 
in the RKO situation, by the trustee. 
As the situation seems to be, Odlum, 
David Sarnoff and the Rocketellers 
understand one anoluuer on the re- 
organization scheme. What other 
creditors fecl is not known. At the 
last hearing, Federal Judze William 
| O. Bondy so much as stated that it’s 
| reorganization or else for RKO, 
| The Irving Trust Co. has been run- 

ning RKO for five years, since re- 
| ceivership, in January, 1953, 

STORY BUYS 
Hollywood, March 8 

Metro purchased Margaret Culkin 
Banning’s mag serial, ‘Enemy Terri- 
tory.’ 

Marco Page’s ‘Fast Company’ 
bought by Metro from Dodd, Mead 
galley proofs. 

Alan Antic, French author, sold ] 


‘Stolen Life’ to Elizabeth Besgnet 
for an English production. 

A. K. Denny and rwin Shanirvo 
drew a Metro check for their “Mahe a 
Piay for Love.’ 
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U.S. Army and Navy Depts. Chilling 


Towards Hollywood's ‘Service’ Cycle 


Hollywood, March 8. 

Tendency to exaggerate in pictures 
dealing with the naval and military 
arms, coupled with a decided superi- 
ority complex on the part of Holly- 
wood toward liaison officers assigned 
to such pictures, is cooling the cam- 
araderie which has previously ex- 
isted between the studios and the 
service branches. 

Studios have sold services the idea 
that almost any picture they make 
will prove to be good publicity for 
the fighting departments of the gov- 
ernment, but even the brass hats are 


beginning to doubt the good will 
generated by pictures whose hoke | 
goes so far from fact as to become 
hooey. 


‘When it’s explained to staff officers 
that pictures go melodramatic be- 
cause the public likes them that way 
and that, after all, making pictures 
is a biz, the gold-braiders feel the 
same sort of guys who sold the army 
leaky raincoats in the last war are 
now talking pictures to them. 

The fact that the service arms are 


> = - = —_ 


N. Y. Par Theatre Bldg. 
Loss in 1937, $254,374 
Although income from operations 
the Paramount building, 
, and the theatre forming a part 
ran to $1,007,034 for 1937, a 
of $254,374 for the period oc- 
curred. Of this amount, $236,852 is 
given net operating loss on the 
building, including the theatre of 
which Paramount Broadway Corp. 
is the landlord, while $17,521 is 
shown as loss on sale of capital as- 


covering 
N. Y 
of it 


loss 


as 


sets 


Par Broadway. a link in the Para- 





| mount 


Publix Corp. which under- 
went reorganization, rents the Par 
theatre to Par Pictures, Inc., as well 
office and other space in the 
building. 

With the deficit of 1937 added to 
the previous existing deficit and de- 
duction made to cover discount on 
bonds purchased during the year as 
well as bond discount and expense 
applied to this, the deficit at Dec. 21 
last stood at $449,143. 


as 


geared for service and not for profit, 


while the studios are geared for 
profit and not for service, becomes 
clearer the more they try to talk 
out their objections to the way the 
men in the services are stooged in 
pictures. 

That feuding goes on between the 
branches of service none denies. The 
Navy, being bigger than the Army, 
isn't particularly liked by the Army 
and the Marines, who can afford to 
be neutral in the matter, believe it’s 
because’_— there’s more snobbery 
among the Naval officers than among 
the Army men and for that reason 
favor the Army men themselves. 

The objection of both the Marines 
and Army officers to Hollywood is 
that the studios seem to pick up the 
worst features of the Navy when 
making Army features. One officer 
told of being patronized by every- 
body from the director down on a 
recent picture. He said the trouble 
was that when the picture unit ar- 
rived at the Army post they were 
stuck with a particular technical 
problem and the commanding officer 
asked him if he would mind helping 
the unit out of its difficulty. 

Without the formality of introduc- 
tion, or even putting on his props 
of rank, the officer pitched in to help 
the unit. In a little while he noticed 
he was being ordered around like 
a prop boy and the attitude was so 
uniform as not to be an accident. 
The picture unit to a man was as- 
suming he was an enlisted mechanic 


merely because he was dressed like | 


one, ; 
Film Snobbery 
While in the midst of this an en- 


listed man came up, saluted and ad- | 


dressed him as ‘Captain.’ Immedi- 
ately there was a change in the at- 
titude of the entire unit toward him. 
The incident convinced him that 
Hollywood had more snobs and heels 
in its personnel than a Fifth Avenue 
club and from that moment on he 
doubted that they could present the 
military arm in a sympathetic man- 
ner to the millions who pay the de- 
fence bills. 

Later the situation became even 
more ludicrous when the picture 
unit learned that their original mis- 
take wasn't more than half of. it. 
The captain they patronized as an 


enlisted man wasn’t merely a cap- | 


tain. He was a direct descendant of | 
One of the outstanding heroes of 


American history and a_ technical 
senius in his own right. 
Studio in question has been plan- 


ning to make a picture around his 


ancestor and so when they found | 
Out who he was, they began falling | 
all over him. As for the captain, 


when he learned the reason for the 


change in attitude toward him, his | 


earlier resentment turned to ironic 
laughter. 
The ancestor to him was a mag- 


hificent rogue who might appeal to 
a picture producer but by no means 


the sort of hero to feed to school- 
boys. He belonged to the time of 
‘the robber barons and thought and 


acted like them, 
The more he thought about it and 


TRADING STAMP HYPO 
SPREADS IN ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, March 8. 
chain of nabe theatres in the 
and 


The 
north northwestern section of 
Owned and operated by 
Clarence Kaimann, an indie, has fol- 
lowed Fanchon & Marco into the film 
trading stamp field as a b.o. hypo. 
of redeeming the 
trading stamps obtained with pur- 
at retail 


the city 


Kaimann’s plan 


chases stores, having a 
hookup with the houses, closely fol- 
lows that recently put into effect by 
F&M’s big berthas, the Fox, Missouri, 
St. Louis and Ambassador and the 
31 nabes operated by F&M through 
the St. Louis Amus. Co. 

Other indie operators who have 
not taken up the trading stamp 
scheme are reported to be readying 
for a big giveaway splurge as a means 
of offsetting the trading stamp idea. 





Rector’s Assault Trial 


Los Angeles, March 8, 

Trial by jury for Dave Rector, on 
charges of assault and battery pre- 
ferred by R. L. Haywood, has been 
docketed in municipal court here for 
April 4. Theatre owner pleaded not 
guilty at his preliminary hearing. 
| Rector, one of the operators of the 
| Gordon theatre, is accused by Hay- 
| wood, business representative of Mo- 
tion Picture Operators, local 150, 
with assaulting him on the night of 
Feb. 9. 








discussed it with his fellow officers, 
the more the captain was inclined to 
give the studios no cooperation what- 
ever. In fact, out of these discus- 
sions came the belief that the gov- 
ernment might do well to clamp 
down on letting Hollywood stooge 
the service arms under the pretense 
of furthering patriotic feelings in the 
breast of the peasantry, when ac- 
tually not interested in anything but 


grosses. 





Washington, March 8, 

Army and Navy departments are 
|}clamping down on films laid against 
| backgrounds revealing the’ inner 
workings of the land, air and sea 
branches of the nation’s defensive 
forces, with Metro’s “Test Pilot’ un- 
derstood to be one of the last to be 
given the nod by Washington. 


Hollywood, March 8. 


Enthusiasm of studio executives, 
after seeing first general assembly 
lof the Metro air epic, which has 


Myrna Loy, Clark Gable and Spen- 
cer Tracy as its cast toppers, has re- 
sulted in Producer Louis Lighton 
ordering Director Victor Fleming to 
shoot several additional scenes, 
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LAnIBa Mal 
TWIN WEARIES 


They Argue That Abundance 
of Inferior Film Product, 
Geared for the Dualers, 
Forces Them Into Pairing 


"Em, in Order to Use Up 


60-75% NOW DUAL 


Despite various and move- 
ments for 
dual bills 
out the U. S. 
theatres 
double films, estimates 
aver dualers to represent 75’ 
total. 

Double featuring currently is go- 
ing through a secondary phase, ac- 


polls 
single feature 
are increasing 


At 


are 


through- 
60° of all 


regularly using 


least 
now 
while other 


of the 


cording to trade appraisal. This 
category finds houses being forced 
to run dual bills though the ex- 
hibitor does not need them, dis- 


approves of them, nor is it because 
competing theatres are forcing him 
into it. It is only that current pro- 
duction is geared now so that the 
national supply is for twin bills. 
Such status finds the exnibitor 
with a certain amount of minor 
product not sufficiently strong 
play single bill. And even if these 
secondary productions were a little 
better, average exhib claims the 
short features are of such low qual- 
ity that he can’t get enough to fill 


out a regular string of solo film 
programs. Thus to get rid of pro- 


grammers, he must dual, not only to 


his attendance. 

Industry leaders claim that 
some means is found of placing a 
curb on unrestricted dualing, the 
same vicious cycle will continue. 
Such cycle sees larger and circuit 
houses going double feature to meet 


their 
of 


schedules to 
this competitive 


ducers gearing 
fill the needs 
situation, 
Illegal to Single "Em? 
Latest moves by 20th-Fox on ‘In 
Old Chicago’ and RKO on ‘Snow 
White’ in stipulating that these pic- 
tures can’t go on double bills is 
seen as a ray of hope for solo fea- 
ture boosters. Reasoning is that if 
the distributor is able to do this 
through a licensing agreement, there 
is no reason why they can’t put 
the same restraint on double bills. 
However, the catch is that some at- 
torneys are dubious if it is legally 


can’t be shown on a double feature 
program. 

Distributors in the past 
tended, and with reason, that there 
was no way of curbing the dual- 
ing practice by means of contract 


have con- 


provisions. They simply point to 
the Philadelphia suit, still pending, 


as an example of what happens in 


such instances. 

Exhibitors, who may be opposed 
to a double-feature policy, claim 
that their program requirements 
make it necessary to go dual because 
some pictures are so weak they 
would be unable to get business if 


played solo. 


McKay Joins Rosy 





( 


Judge Willard S. McKay, who an- 
nounced several weeks ago that he 
was leaving Universal as chief coun- 
sel, enters private practice March 15 
in association with Sol 
and William Jaffee 

He continues as 
and chief counsel fo: 


tosenblatt 


special U counse 


Vis-a-Vis 

vod, March 8. 

Rainer will hav Melvyn 

her leading man 1n 
Frau-Frau, former! 

Richard Thorpe ha 

sign 


‘Frau Frau’s’ 
Hollyw 
Luise 
Douglas as 
Metro's ‘Mile 
titled ‘Toy Wife.’ 
been handed the 
ment. 
Merian C. Cooper will produce. 


directorial a 


—+ 


programs, | 


to | 


reduce his supply, but also to hold | 


until | 


independent competish, and all pro- | 


possible to designate what pictures | 
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Miss Landi Compromises 
With Uncle Sam for $1,089 
Washington, March 8 


cut 
this 


another notch in 
guns week when Elissa 
Landi, film actress, compromised 
with the Internal Revenue Bureau 
about deducting from income tax re- 
turn amounts spent for entertain- 
| ment and palm-greasing. 
Board of Tax Appeals 
Monday (7) that the filmer 
/agreed to pay $1,089 more on 
1934 tax and the Government was 
dropping claim to $2,373. The Bu- 
reau had rejected deduction. 
amounting to nearly $1,000 for en- 
tertainment and gratuities to studio 
people, as well as $2,653 written off 
for wardrobe and $62 claimed for a 
maid to soothe her temperament. 


NEWSREELS’ CONTACT 
AT N. Y. WORLD’S FAIR 


Revenooers 


their 


revealed 
had 


her 


Purportedly alarmed at modicum 
of news on New York 
being handled by the five newsreels, 
Grover Whalen huddled with news- 


reel executives last week to clarify 


situation. Result is that a special | 
newsreel representative attached to 
the press department and on the 


Fair’s payroll shortly will be named, | 
his task being to keep steady flow | 


of ‘reel’ stories to the five 


reels. 
Newsreel 


news- 


officials said that some 


such contact man familiar with n°ws- | 


reel requirements and ability to dif- 
ferentiate between news and adver- 
tising would bring about improved 
coverage. Terry Turner, formerly 
with RKO; Sidney McKean, at one 
time with Paramount 
cently with ‘March of Time,’ and 
| Claude Collins, lately with Pathe 
News, have been mentioned for the 
job though there are at least four 
other candidates for the spot. 

While all the newsreels desire to 
see an experienced newsreel execu- 
tive in this exposition spot, thus far 
no agreement has been’ reached 
among them. Fair management left 
it up to them to pick a suitable man. 
Probable that a huddle at the Hays 
office this week may bring about a 
satisfactory solution. 


and more 





S.E.C. Lists Few Deals 


Washington, March 8. 
Few important transactions by 
i film company insiders during Janu- 
ary were unveiled last week in the 
latest semi-monthly Securities and 
| Exchange Commission report. 

Small sale on behalf of the three 
Warner brothers was listed, while 
| John D. Hertz, Paramount director, 
resumed activity on modest scale. 
Renraw, Inc., holding firm for 
WB trio, peddled 700 preferred 
shares, cutting that account to 12,- 
| 800. 
of which he is a partner, got rid of 
1853 Par 2nd _ preferred in two 
bunches, keeping 2,700 in the port- 
folio, 


Locw’''s 


30ston Theatres stock con- 

tinued to move slowly into the 
{hands of the parent. Loew’s, Inc., 
|picked up another seven common 
tickets, bringing the total to 98,552. 
Grand National poke of Kirk W. 
Todd, of Pittsburgh, was sliced to 
150 common via of 100 
ducats. 

Pain film company insiders 
reported no investment in their com- 
panie Leon Fromkes of New 
York, Monogram officer, and Mat- 
Fox of New York, Universal 


shares sale 


ot new 


theu 


exec 


Horman Goes Small 
Holly wood, 

nall has 

wicite rinal 


an orig 


n 1 
M mech 8 


Arthut 


screen 


signed 
Horn 
la . 

Picture will be n one of fit 
under Small’s new 


with United Artists 


¥ CONLTS 


World’s Fair | 


r@- | 


the | 


Hertz reported Lehman Bros., | 


Chi’s 150-Minute Maximum as Idea 
stop Marathon Pix 


Chicago, 


move on the 


March 8 
Latest part of 
dependent theatres trying 
to do with double features is 
a proposal to limit the ny 
Cook County and 
hours. Since the majority 
of programs with double pictures 
usually run somewhat over three 
hours, it is felt that this limitation of 
program time would force the elimi- 
nation of double features 

Question now is as to the proce- 
dure to put proposal in 
operation, thought 
which has come to the indies’ 
is the possibility of securing a 
ordinance restricting the to 
the 150-minute length, perhaps on 
| the grounds of public health. While 
| the theatres hesitate to bring up any 


the in- 
which are 
away 
length of 
show In to 
one-half 


two 


such a 
Immediate 
minds, 





city 


shows 


|} health angle, the indies are ready 
leven to go to that extreme if it 
would do away with the twin pic- 
tures. 


On the other hand, a recent move 
on the part of some indie leaders to 
| have double bills eliminated by the 
city council on the grounds that they 
| are injurious to the public health met 
with no success whatever. Health 
board president, Dr. Herman Bunde- 
| sen, even went so far as to issue a 
statement that double features were 
unhealthful and the corporation coun- 
sel formally opined that the coun- 
| cil could bar doubles on that ground, 
but no action was taken by the city 
fathers. Special open mecting called 
hy the committee on double features 
| brought so few participants that the 
meeting lasted only three minutes. 
Even the Parent-Teachers council 
which had been cracking the news- 
papers with continuous publicity 
failed to take any action whatever at 
| the open meeting. This was 
blow, since it had 
that the housewife 
serve as the big wedzee to break up 
ithe doubles. When this group 
backed away from the situation, the 
whole thing sagged in the middle. 

M.D.’s and the B.O. 

Health angle continues to be the 
outstanding twist on which it is 
hoped to do away with doubles at 
this time, since there appears to be a 
strong determination on the part of 
Balaban & Katz, the father of the 
present double feature epidemic, to 
continue on that policy. 

Both sides of the question have 
lined up medicos to give their pro- 
fessional opinions in the matter. The 
anti-twin bill mob had doctors lined 
up against doubles, while the pro- 
double faction has as many doctors 
to state that twin bills are not in- 
jurious to anyone’s health. Most of 
the small film exchanges went on the 
| nut to secure the services of doctors, 

to testify in favor of twin pictures, 
| since they have a fine source of rev- 
| enue from bargain flickers. During 
ithe single feature era these small 
| exchanges had few outlets, but with 
| doubles in practice they find their 
| Product sought after by practically 


a severe 
expected 


would 


been 
element 





all theatres. Due to many chinges 
la week, and a_recent tendency 
| towards even triple features in com- 
| petitive situations, it's been a bull 
| market. 
' 
Radio Poll on Duals 
Milwaukee, March 8 
| Campaign starting here against 
double features, following news from 
| Chicago of anti-double feature cam- 
paign there Parents-Tea¢ AS- 
ociation and other ups entering 
the fray, and complaining against 
twin pictures. 

Plenty of public discussion, but the 
circuit house doing ypout at 
Due to public interest stati WTMJ 
here is taking a sound truck around 
town, to park und t] r- 
q que *° 
ty t ’ » and 

yy” Sa ae t ! mop 

BROWER'S RACER 
Hollywood, March 8 

Otto Brower will direct wo 

Racing Blood,’ which gets unde iv 

; March 10 with Lynn Bart and Marvin 
Stephens head the ca 

Picture marks Jerry Hoitma j3- 


but as a producer, 
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The British film industry is groggy 
but not out, according to director 
William K, recently 
turned from what he describes as a 
‘grim winter’ with an English studio. 
* says Mr. Howard, 


forced to stand by 


Howard, 


‘Grim because he 


was and 
great 
gradually disintegrate for lack of 
He feels that the 
temporarily out on 
t however, and . believes 
strongly enough in its recuperative 
powers to go right back for more, 
after a flying trip to Hollywood. 


see a 


big beautiful organization 


R 
proper guidance. 
industry is only 
its feet, 


‘angel’ trouble as one of 
for the nervous break- 
British films. Not that the 
pictures lacked backing, but the 
backers lacked picture experience. 
Being babes in the film woods, they 


He gives 
the reasons 
down of 


were open to a number of suggestions 


which never should have been made. 


One in particular should be de- 
scribed in Howard’s own words 
‘The recent attempt of a British 


film company to buy into an Ameri- 


cin distributing firm, in order to as- 
sure an .imerican market for its 
product, was one of the most 


tragically amusing bits of stupidity I 
ever observed.’ This was a cart-be- 
fore-the-horse move, which would 
rapidly get them nowhere, according 
to Howard. 

‘If you begin with a good picture, 
youll have no trouble getting a 
theatre to exhibit it in. If the pic- 
ture doesn’t register, you can't dis- 
pose of it. You can buy the whole 
distributing company and a string of 
theatres besides, but you can't sub- 
sidize the public. 

Technicians Okay 


‘What may be called a lack of 
judgment that so seriously affected 
the making of pictures in England 
was very distressing to me for many 
reasons. One, because I have never 
worked with finer people than those 
in the British studios. The tech- 
nicians are comparable to those any- 


re- | 


! 
where, and the actors are loyal and 


| cooperative. Mismanagemnet_ re- 
sulted in the waste of a lot of hard 
work and fine talent.’ 

The new quota law, 
American film concerns to make a 
certain percentage of ‘A’ pictures, 
instead of the quickies previously 


required, will be a definite shot in 


requiring all 


the arm for British films, Howard 
believe 
His next scheduled pictures are 
‘Jamaica Inn’ and ‘White Gold,’ both 
with Charles Laughton. 
- 


feeling for 
side, Mr. 
years in 


n his warm 
the people on the other 
Howard weathered two 
London without acquiring a trace of 
broad A, or a yen for tea. Only 
British influence was the adoption of 
heavy flannel pajamas, dictated by 
the damp chill of London winters. 


Moss’ Art Films And/Or 
Revue Policy on L. I. 


toward establishing a 
houses devoted 
films exclusive- 

acquired a small 

Cedarhurst, L. I. 


With a view 
string of suburban 
to foreign and arty 
ly, B. S. Moss has 
435-seat house in 
Formerly a WPA legiter, theatre 
will debut the new policy in late 
April following its redecoration and 
the installation of new mechanical 
equipment. If successful, it will be 
the first of a planned circuit. 

Product for 
direct 


plans call for the production of mu- 


isicals using name leads as a draw 


when 
accom- 


the summer months 
off. This would be 


during 
biz is 


| plished by closing one house to films, 


|selection depending on the response 


accorded the live shows as Moss’ 
current spot has a larger seating ca- 
pacity than his more recent acquisi- 
tion, 




















Because Postal 


operating 


pendability. 


Inexpensive. 


(To Phone a Telegram: Say 
Postal Telegraph, Please” .. 





People in Showbusiness 
Everywhere Are Turning 
To Postal Telegraph 


Telegraph 
their business with speedier and more accu- 
rate service .. . because Postal Telegraph, 
in the face of stern competition, 
MUST give superior service to expand... 
Your message by Postal Telegraph MUST GO 
THROUGH with 


Of Special Interest to 
Those in Showbusiness 


Postal Telegraph’s new low cost Money Order 
Service . .. (Special Collection Service) for 
changing cash into checks for safe transfer of 
funds ... Good anywhere... Available any 
office of Postal Telegraph ... Convenient... 


Always Use 


Postal Telegraph 


And Its Affiliated cable and radio services, 
America Cables, and Mackay 


to Telephone Onerator. 





is BIDDING for 


speed, accuracy and de- 


Howard on British ‘Angel Trouble 
In Pix; Thinks Quota Surefire Hypo 


the outlet will come | 


from New York first run | 
stands. Moss already owns one 
|house in Cedarhurst and further 


| were suc 


| 


! 


| 


WB Mors. Get Told 
All There Is to Know, 


Nadine March 8. 

eal estate, booking and advertis- 

ing problems were discussed by 30 

Warners’ Pacific Coast theatre man- 

agers, gathered last week at the Bur- 

bank studio, where they also 
glimpsed new product. 

Speakers at the sessions included 


L. J. Halper, Coast manager, Port 
Major, Frank Blount, Mort Good- 
man, Carl Walker and Ben Waller- 
svein 


N. Y. Chimp Screen-Tested 


a P 67: 
To Succeed Late ‘Jiggs 
Death of ‘Jiggs,’ veteran chimpan- 
zee, on the Coast is responsible for 


giving 4-year-old chimp 
Park zoo the once-over 
Bearing the tag of ‘Fat 


Paramount 
n Central 
his week. 


i 
+ 
t 


Anna,’ the animal was given usual 
screen makeup as cameras ground 
chimp doing its best tricks. Capt. 
Ronald Cheney Stout, head of N. Y. 


zoo, described the park 
of three living chim 
for screen. 


actor as one 
ps able to qualify 


Hollywood, March 8. 
‘Jiggs, 8-year-old screen chimpan- 
zee, is dead, the viciim of pneu- 
monia following completion of his 
role in Paramount’s ‘Her Jungle 
Love.’ 
Ape. which has worked in dozens 


of pictures, earned $100 a da 
owner, Mrs 


y for his 
. Jacquiline Gentry. 





Exees as Contacts | 





(Continued from page 7) 


retary of SWG 
mittee, 
resign from SP. 
SWG has now been granted com- 
pleie autonomy from Authors League 
America, 
a California 


membership com- 


corporation. New by- 


laws for organization have been sub- | 


mitted to executive council of A.L. 
and as soon as these are approved 
they will be submitted to SWG mem- 
bership, and latter will be officially 
on its own. Legal actions for SWG 


torney Leonard S. Janofsky. 


Actors Go It Alone 


ticipation in Studio Unemployment 
Conference. Kenneth Thomson, SAG 
executive secretary, in letter to Jack 
Holen, president of Motion Picture 
Painters Local 644 and chairman of | 
stud:o unemployment committee, 
said actors preferred to handle own 
unemployment situation. Thomson 
said problems of actors were more 
complex than those of ordinary craft 
and that he did not believe affilia- 
tion with conference would aid either 
the actors or other film crafts. 


In the meantime SAG has tilted 


fr om $250 to $500. Player must pay 
this assessment before SAG will con- 
sider his application for membership. | 
Controversy started when Becry as- | 
sertedly ignored instructions of Ac- 
tors Equity Association to apply for 
membership in the Guild. 

Beery is now on his way to Eu- 
rope, but his Coast representatives 
ave expected to take care of fine and | 
have situation straightened out when | 
ne returns to Metro lot. 

Studio painters have refused to ap- 
prove blanket four-day work week 
suggesied by International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employes. Her- 
bert Sorrell, 


of Painters, said latter were not un- 


Midnight Shift Holds 


ployment situation, 








Commerclal Cables, 
Radio and Telegraph. 


“Give me 
. « Charge Tolls te Phone Bill) 











|east. Holmden has been 
| Coast office since tran r of | 
Wash_ngton. 

Faye Hanling has been 


W fill lal 


electe 














———— 


urging P. G. Wodehouse to | 


and has filed papers as | 


cessfully prosecuted by At- | 


Screen Actors Guild has nixed par- | 


fine levied against Wallace Beery | 


business representative 


friendly to IATSE, but preferred to 
handle own unemployment situation 


Pla of studio crafts to demand 
abolition of midnight shifts have 
been abandoned because of unem- 


; Harland Holmden, v.p. of the 
Pree 

| IATSE, trained in last week after 
}an absence of several weeks in the 
} 


In cnarge of 
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| Alee Woollcott | 
(Continued from page lJ) 

= up «the ins 00 those papers 


| you'll find I never ran an 
in all that time. 
Sees the End of the Daily 


‘The printed nev 


interview 


vspaper is on the 


lway out. The reason is that they 
|keep on reprintin= the same things 


that were dull 25 years ago. I'm not 
refusing to answer your questions, 
am I?’ he added. 
Story from New 
leffect that the actor had radio 
audience that Claudia Morgan (‘fea- 
tured in ‘Wine’ with him) was not 
ill, as an announcer had said, but 
rehearsing was true, he stated. 
actually was rehearsing at the 
why should tell 


to 


Haven to the 


told a 


was 
‘She 


time, so 


anyone 
them she was sick?’ he wanted 
know. ‘I also killed 17 ba 
afternoon. I always go 
butchering babies. And 
say I’ve just robbed 
Is there anything else youd like to 
know?’ 


bies this 
around 
might 
three banks. 


you 





‘that a drive is well under 


| After Woollcott had declined re- 
quests for interviews by Beebe and 
Michel Mok. (N, Y. Post), an un- 
signed piece appeared on the front 
| page of the second news section of 
the Sunday (27) N. Y. Times. Al- 
though Woollcott was for some years 
drama critic of that sheet, his name 
was misspelled three times in the 
early editions, but was corrected 
| later, 

Trib’s Brushoff 

| After Beebe’s turndown and sub- 
| sequent rap at the actor, it was in- 
dicated the Trib has not tabooed 
Woollcott’s name in its dramatic col- 
umns, but ‘we won't stick our neck 
}out again.’ Ward Morehouse car- 
lried an interview with Woollcott in 
lhis column in the N. Y. Sun the | 
night after the New York opening 
|of ‘Wine.’ Scribe went to Boston 
; to get the yarn, sailing a few days 
llater for a quick trip to England, 
but has since returned. Allen H. 
Smith, of the World-Telegram, also 
did a piece on Woollicott. varn 
included ae sarcastic letter from 


Woollcott in response to the bid for 


the interview, but Smith indicated 
| he’s been cordially received by the 
actor. 

| tory from New Haven, which 


Woollcott denied, was that Miss Mor- 
gan actually was sick when he told 
| the radio listeners she was rehears- 
ing. 
annoyance because the actress had 
failed to go on the air with him. 

Other writers, critics and commen- 


| $4,000. 


He was said to have acted from | 


| tators have generally been reluctant | 


| to cross typewriters or words with 
| Woollcott, who is noted for his caus- 
tic wit. 





| Whiteville. 


WB Books French Picture | 


After 10 Wks.’ Run in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, March 8. 

As result of ‘Mayerling’s’ 10-weck 
engagement at tiny Art Cinema here, 
| WB has picked up the French flicker 
for extended playing time in most 
of its nabe spots in this territory. 
First time since ‘Cloistered’ that a 
major circuit has taken a foreign 
'click for general showing 
‘Mayerling® closed run at Cinema 
Friday night (5) after breaking run 
| records there, topping previous one 
|made by ‘Cloistered’ by two and a 
| half weeks. Management figured it 
would have gotten at least a couple 





MPTOA NAT'L CONV. IN 
OKLA. CITY NEXT SEPT. 


Oklahoma City, March 8. 

Morris Loewenstein, national sec- 
retary of the MPTOA, announces 
Way 10- 
ward spotting Oklahoma City as lo- 
cation for the association’s conven- 
tion in September. 

Written approval of the plan has 
been received from Judge Roy 
Walker, president of the Texas 
MPTOA; Ed. G. Levy, New Haven, 
Conn., general counsel MPTOA; M. 
A. Lightman, Malco president, Mem- 
phis, and L. C. Griffith, pre 
Griffith Amus. Co. 

Ed Kuykendall, national 
MPTOA, gives assurance that i 
board approves the plans to hold 


1de€ nt the 


the convention here he will immedi- 
ately come to Oklahoma for discus- 
sions on convention plans. 





New Theatres 





Hillsboro. O 
Announcement has been made that 
construction work on a new theatre 


to be built here by Chackeres Thea- 
tres, Inc., will begin within the next 
30 days. The new theatre, which will 


be known as the Colony, will be 
ready for opening about Aug. 1}. 

Young and Rhinehart, Canton the- 
atre operators, have announced plans 
for a new theatre in Akron to cost 
approximately $100,000. Several 
owners of property near the pro- 
posed site of the new house as well 
as the Akron Independent Theatres 
Owners’ Association are protesting 
the changing of zoning in that 
trict to permit the building of 
theatre by outsiders. 


dis- 


ihe 


Wooster, O 
Contract has been awarded for the 
construction of the new Schine thea- 
tre on a downtown site, to be com- 
pleted by Aug. 1. 





Hartford, Conn. 

Another theatre has opened doors 
upon this city’s ever widening rialto. 
House is called Proven Picture The- 
atre, formerly the Cameo, standard 
burlesque house for years and later 
home of second runs. Capacity is 
1,400. 

House closed its first week of oper- 
ation on Friday (25) with a gross of 
Called exceptionally good bv 
Manager Allen Stone, who left 
Square theatre, Medford, Mass., to 
come here. 





Charlotte, N. C 

Raleigh’s ultra-modern Ambassador 
theatre has just had a gala opening. 

Whiteville is to have a new picture 
theatre, opening about April 1. The 
management is the same as that con- 
trolling the new Columbus, also in 
Byrne Davis, will be 
manager. 

Construction of a new theatre for 
Concord is slated to start within iwo 
weeks. The Kincey chain will build 
and operate the house. 

York has a new picture theatre, 


the Sylvia. The owners are Mr. and 
| Mrs. Tom Fleming, who have been 
overating the Hollywood theatre 


|of more had not WB publicized fact | 


jin its nabe sites that 
| Darrieux starrer 
| shown there. 


the Boyer- 
would soon be 





Indie Buying Pool 


Philadelphia, March °. 





| Between them they 
| 15 houses. 
| 


control about 


in cooperation with Siudio Unem- Buying combo to obtain better 
ee pen Conference. The IATSE prices and dates on product was| 
one ° > y y , 

and SAG an the only studio organ- | formed here yesterday by Dave Mil- | 
zations that have turned thumbs gram and the Felt Bros 

qagown on the conference, o 


| 


| 


since last summer. 





(rry your LUCK with 
BRODI 









the 


NEW 


“take a 
chance” 


GAME 


a s more thrilling than midnight in Monte 

Carlo...more exciting than strip poker. and 
carries higher voltage than any other ge me 
youever played. In fact, there's nothing like 
BRODI for keeping a party on its toes... 
or for passing an idle hour alone. Just preee 
the levers...wheels spin.,.the windows show 
whether you win orlose. Get going with the 


crowd. P lay BRODI. And buy y our set todsy. 





Wherever games are sold 


— Se, Inc., Phila., Pa. 














president of the Motion Picture Hair (In production at 
| Styl: Guild, now affiliated with the 

IATSE. She succeeds Helen Hunt. BILLY d 

Helen Liecrly was named v.p., re- an 

placing Nellie Manley. Alta Hitch- 

cock wa pooner ‘cretary, and BEVERLY BEMIS 
' Ethel Hogan remains as treasurer, 


Goodbye, Hollywood !! 
Hello, Broadway!! 


y We'll be seeing you All 
' in WARNER BROS. SHORTS Soon 


their New 


York Studios) 


Deal set by 


BERNARD BURKE 

















ml ge li 


























—— > —»— —»,- 


fh 











Wednesday, March 9, 1958 


— en 


PICTURE 

















OE 


Films’ New Self-Inventory 





—E 
(Continued from page 1) 
ends of the picture business, New | 
York and Hollywood, are huddling 
over plans to curb the current insa- 
tiable film consumption brought 
about by almost universal double 
billing, on one hand, and the un- 
checked rising costs of picture mak- 
ing, on the other. Unlike Kipling’s 
famous remark, these twain industry 
problems, distribution in the east | 
and production in the west, have) 
met and the electric display is as the | 
crossing of two high tension wires. 
Well Situated 

Analysis of production schedules, 
notwithstanding the seasonal drop in 
the weeks prior to March 1, when 
the California personal property tax 
takes its toll on uncompleted nega- 
tives, shows Paramount, United Art- 
ist, 20th Century-Fox and Warners 
further advanced in completed pic- 
tures than other studios. 

Paramount has only two films to 
place before the cameras to finish its 
revised year’s quota of 57. Both of 
these are in the last preparatory 
stages and will go into active work 
in a week or ten days. They are 
‘The Spawn of the North,’ Al Lewin's 
production to be directed by Henry 
Hathaway, and ‘Give Me a Sailor,’ 
which Elliott Nugent will direct un- 
der Jeff Lazarus’ supervision. In the 
United Artists’ group, Samuel Gold- 
wyn has completed his quota of six 
films: Selznick has two yet to make 
and Walter Wanger four. Warners 
has eight to make to complete the 
releasing list of 60 and 20th Century- 
Fox will put 12 into photography 
before the end of the month, com- 
pleting the 58 promised, 

Status of other studios is Colum- 
bia, 15 features and nine westerns to 
make for a total of 64 (heaviest 
schedule the studio has undertaken); 
Metro, 20; RKO-Radio, 18; Universal, 
16; Monogram, nine, and Republic, | 
24, mostly westerns. Grand National, 
which recently applied for financial 
reorganization under 77B, has fallen | 
far behind in its schedule and may 
not make more than a few of the 
48 out of 65 announced at the start 
of the season. 

Not one of two, but a variety of 
causes has precipitated the Holly- 
wood production crisis which, indus- | 
try observers declare, will result in| 
a serious if not concerted drive to 
pull down studio costs to the mea- 
ure of film rental income. The situa- 
tion is not easily diagnosed. Each 
company’s problem is individual and 
unique. 


Those B’s, and Those Rentals 

Film rentals from ‘B’ pictures, 
which play the short end of duals, 
are insufficient on the general aver- 
age, it is said, to recoup the exist- 
ing large outlay for supplementary 
releases, a condition further aggra- 
vated by shrinkage of rentals from 
&@ war-conscious and quota-restricted 
foreign market. 

Hollywood is in the throes of a 
radical revision of a quantity pro- 
duction policy which has maintained 
for the past five years. An expand- 
ing domestic market and the rapid 
installation of sound equipment in 
foreign theatres created a seemingly 
unlimited distribution field. Millions 
have gone into production and near- 
ly every plant had increased its an- 
nual numerical output. The past 12 
months reached an all time high in} 
Spending. 

The recent general business re- | 
cession has been reflected in declin- 
ing box office receipts during the 
period when production costs kept 
climbing. The day of readjustment, 
revision and change is at hand, in 
the opinion of film men. 

Few industries possess more sen- 
sitive commercial indices. Thou- 
Sands of theatres operating on a cash 
basis with the public as customers, | 
tell a true story uf business condi- 
tions every 24 hours. Facts in show 
business are known, not guessed 

It happens, however, that the gen- 
éral distribution plan of leasing to 
theatres an entire season’s program 
in advance of or currently with pro- 
duction, is unsuited to rapid alterna- 
tions of studio schedules or budgets. 
Each plant makes definite commit- 
ments for the purchase of story ma- 
terial, for writers to adapt it to 
screenscripts, for actors and direc- | 
tors. Fully one-fourth of produc- 
tion cost is entailed in various pre- 
Paratory activities. If a production 
is abruptly abandoned on the day | 
camera work is to start. the loss nor- 
mally would be one-fourth of the 








Proposed cost, with small chance for 
recoupment. A sudden change in 
the middle of a releasing season | 


might prove more costly than fultill- 
ment of plans . lready made. 

Such questions as these have oc- 
Cupied executives during the past 
several months. The general con- 


; new 


| for 


ithe 


|; dent 


census is that Hollywood will finish 
the present season's releases, and 
turn attention to 1938-39 as soon as 
possible. 

Must Lower Costs 

Production head of one of the im- 
portant major plants, at a meeting 
with his staff of associate producers 
last week, said: 

‘There is only one way to lower 
costs. We must conceive a different 
kind of picture than we have been 
making. If I had sprung that pearl 
of wisdom six months ago I would 
have joined in the laugh with the 
rest of you. But we have seen with 
our own eyes a picture ‘Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs,’ which is dif- 
ferent from anything ever produced 


ind which is likely to outgross any 


sound picture that has been made 
to date. So it can be done 

‘Big specials with all-star casts 
such as ‘Marie Antoinette,’ ‘The Buc- 


caneer,’ ‘Adventures of Robin Hood’ 
and ‘Test Pilot’ always will run into 
heavy investment. I am not speak- 


ing of that type of picture. I mean 
the bread-and-butter films, the so- 
called ‘B’s’, whch comprise the 


backbone of Hollywood production. 
We are too prone to regard ‘B’s as a 


cheaply produced effort, substituting 


low cost players for big box office 
names, and similarly trimming the 
other values. That type of picture 


proving and 
protitable.’ 

Of several alternatives immediate- 
ly discussed, the one considered most 
constructive was a definite shorten- 
ing of films, both ‘A’ and ‘B.’ This, 
it was pointed out, would require 
technique and ingenuity in 
screen writing. Although voiced by 
exhibitors for Hollywood 
never has heeded the demand for 


unsatisfactory un- 


years, 


ishorter features; on the contrary, the 


lengthened, despite “he 
double bill. The economics of the 
present situation may force the 
change. It will be more revolution- 
ary than it appears. 
The Story Is the Source 

One of the associate producers, 
who expressed his thoughts outside 
the meeting, declared the entire 
problem lies in story selection, and 
that too often is decided without 
proper regard for or knowledge of 
production costs. Because a play, 
novel or original story by a name 
writer can be purchased cheaply 1s 
no guaranty that a film based on its 


films have 


plot will come within budget fig- 
ures. Tendency during the past two 


vears, he said, has been toward farce 
and character comedy, types requir- 
ing good comedians and expert di- 
rectors. Both cost money. Also, 


|many scenes which appeared comi- 


cal when photographed fall flat on 
their face at the first preview show- 
ings. This necessitates retakes and 
added expense. Comedies, he said, 
are not made, but re-made. 

Dramatic stories, on the contrary, 
he said, are the safer type to pro- 
duce within budget. A false situa- 
tion, an insincere scene or an illogi- 
cal development show themselves in 
the script. They can be doctored 
and repaired before camera work 
starts, 

‘What we need—must get,’ he said, 
‘are strong, dramatic stories, with 
themes of universal appeal. That's 
what we must get.’ 

Yes, but where? 


Although House Sold, Par 
Picts Pact Must Be Paid 


Philadelphia, March 8. 

Paramount was awarded an $1,800 
decision in Camden yesterday in a 
suit brought against Louis Rovner 
breach of contract. Exchange 
claimed that Rovner sold the Park- 
side theatre, Camden, to Varbalow 
interests about six months ago, but 
that he had signed a year's contract 


‘for Par product which house isn’t 


playing now, and that he is liable 


'to extent of $1,800. 


Rovner declared that, in selling 
house to Varbalews, they 
agreed to assume all contracts. Court 
nevertheless found Rovner owed the 
money and he now must sue Var- 
balows on his contention that it is up 
to them to fill out the terms of the 
binder. 


Schwartz Back Into 
The Trailer Business 


E. Schwartz, founder and presi- 
of Ad-Vance Trailer, reen- 
tering the field with Trailer-Made. 
Schwartz has stayed out of the 
biz for years under a 
National Screen Service 
he sold out in 1931. He's 
the billboard business. with 
Outdoor Advertising Co. 
the past two years. 


is 


trailer seven 
deal with 
which 
in 


" 
Peerless 


to 
heen 


had | 


27 





Leto Hill Moves Up 


St. March 8 
Leto Hill, supervisor of the St 
Louis Amus. Co.’s chain of nabes. has 


been made supervisor of Fanchon & 


Louis 


Marco’s three first runners, Fox, 
Missouri and Ambassador, and has 
changed his headquarters from 
F&M’s downtown offices to the Fox 


theatre. Hill has been replaced by 
George Wiegand, who was assistant 
treasurer and comptroller of the 
amusement co, 





Other changes in the F&M and St 
Louis Amus. personnel setup are the 
resignation of Harry Kendrick as 
manager of the Fox and the assign- 


the St. Louis and Louis v1 
managers at the Fox. George 
a district supervisor of 
ment company has be 
the St. Louis as manage! 


en mo 


Par's New Season 


2 Pictures Short 


Hollywood, March 8 





Paramount has added an extra 
month to its current releasing sea- 
| son, setting back the start of the 
1938-39 season to Sept. 1, a date 


coinciding with Metro's calendar. 
Studio production forces have only 
two more pictures to send before 


year’s output, despite the fact that 
plant’s own contribution to the total 
has been increased by three features 
due to the cancellation of Emanuel 
Cohen’s deal with the distribution 
company. Cohen was to have de- 
livered five more films, so 
schedule will list 57 instead of 59 
productions. 

Two still to be made by the studio 


of the North.’ 





More Than 200 Turn Out 
For Peg Glase’s 25th Anni 


Reading, Pa., March 8. 
More than 200 exhibs, local biz 
men and friends gathered at Hotel 
Berkshire here last Thursday to 
celebrate 25th anni of Paul E 
Glase in show business. Glase is 
g.m. of Wilmer & Vincent interests 


in Reading. 

J. Stanley Giles, ex-police com- 
missioner, was toastmaster at the 
dinner, which was arranged by 


Harry Y. Sterrett, supe of Reading 
Times. Among exhibs and others 
of film industry present were Carl 
Henke, Cornelius G. Keeney, George 
Peters, David Broadstein, Dwight 
Van Meter, Alvin A. Hostler, Calvin 
Lieberman, Robert E. Gehret, 
Harry J. Schad, and Charles Bier- 
bauer. 





Dividends 


Directors of Loew’s, Inc., 
safe on future earnings 
for the company in the present year 





played 


dividend of 50c on the common last 
week. This maintains the normal $2 
annual divvy rate, which was not 


bursements in 1937 were 
Loew’s paid usual 50c quarterly and 
$1 extra last December. New half- 
dollar cash disbursement is payable 





March 31 to stock on_- record 
March 12. 

Directors of 20th-Fox declared 
usual quarterly dividend of 50c on 


the common, as had been expected, 
and maintained usual $1.50 annual 
rate by making 37'2c declaration on 


|the preferred. Company declared $1 





ment of James Gleason, manager at | 


are ‘Give Me a Sailor’ and ‘Spawn | 


(Peg) | 
: car to 





oes | 


prospects | 


by voting only the usual quarterly | 


altered last year though total dis- | 
$7.50. | 


on common in December last year. | 
|Both new divvy payments will be 
|}made on March 31 to stock on rec- 


/ord March 24. 


Feteing Hayman in Buff 


: - ' 
Buffalo, March 8 


Upstate film and theatre men are 
| planning a testimonial dinner to A. 
| Charles Hayman next month to cele- | 
|brate his 30th anniversary in show 
| business will tie in with 


The affair 
| the opening of Hayman’s new Cata- 
ract at Niagara Fall 


Ww 


| In addition to his ownership and 
| operation of the Strand and the old 
Cataract at the Falls, Hayman has |} 
operated the Lafayette here since 


| 
| 1930, 


| big 


i the 
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Bingo Now a Big Enough Racket 
For the Promoters of Fraternal 


Hooplas 


Big boys in fraternal show promo- 
tions are moving in on Bingo for 
first time this season. Ever since 
Bingo became a craze, small but well 
rganized crews have been servicing 
the fraternal 


ganizations, 


he 
ne 


orders and church or- 

generally with a Ss 
of 10 or 15 weekly event Now the 
fellows, who used to promote 
gift affairs for the larger bodies. 


have changed 


PY 


heir setup slightly to 








cash in on a single big 
moted by the local orgar 


where’ Bingo 


party, pro- 


uzation 
states and simi.ar 


| games have been declared illegal, all 


Moved Up to Sept., 


reference by name _ is_ sedulously 
avoided, but the _ printed 
makes it plain that the ‘gala party’ 
is nothing more than an oversized 
Bingo. The promoters rely on the 
auspices to keep them out of trouble, 
and all moves are made in the name 
f a committee instead of by the pro- 
moters. 

Just 


matter 


to show how it works, the 


| honorary chairman of one of these 


| game 


the cameras in order to complete the | 


| which 
final | 


| which is more than 60% 


‘ommiuttees in a state jn which the 
has been declared illegal is 
other than the current gov- 
ernor. It would be a pretty nervy 
post office inspector who would 
pinch the governor of the state for 
aiding and abetting a lottery, which 
is why this particular committee is 
using the mails instead of distribu- 
ting through the express company or 


none 


by special messenger, as is often 
jone, 
The company puts in one em- 


ployee to direct the ticket sales, but 
otherwise does not move in until the 
party is held, when a full crew is 
brought in to take entire charge, 
mostly consists of nursing 
along the sale of tickets for the spe- 
cials. 

These deals are made chiefly with 
the large organizations which cannot 
bother with the piffling once-a-week 
games, and which can draw an at- 
tendance of from 3,000 to 5,000 for 
the single event. The intake from 
the chances will represent a sale of 
many times that number of tickets, 
velvet, since 


| the radio set rewards represent an 


Tth Av. & 50th St. “Mad Dheut 
Music” 

R 0 A Y Deanne Ourbin 
[stirs 29% pa, | toy Hoy and Others 
n° MUSIC HALL | 
| aan | 
| BETTE DAVIS in| 
“JEZEBEL” | 
| Bpectacular Stage Productions | 


actual cost of less than $5 each. Be- 
yond the cost of printing and hand- 


vaau 


ling, the only charge is for the single | 
though the | 


be drawn for, 
tickets mention three cars. The other 
two are the final regular play and a 
special. 

These events frequently run into 


to Move In on It 


Important 
ample, a 


Just 


ago 


money, as 
an 


week 


an @x- 
few years indoor 
circus running for a in New 
York yielded a net profit of $104,000. 
There jis a larger 


ive isc 


proportionate take 


mncentrated into 


City Sponsored Beano 
of the Elks, Ameri- 


ee ear ee ee 
Representative 


an Legion, Sons of Italy, Veterans 
f Foreign War . Woburn Hebrew 
Centre, the South End Italian Club, 
ind the Moose convened last week 
at the City Hall to discuss Mayor 


William FE. 


Kane’s plans of preeming 


a municipall’ conducted beano 
etup, principally and= solely for 
charitable purposes, as defined by 
the beano = statute, proceeds ta 


ity’s needy cases. Purpose is to se- 
cure sufficient funds for needy people 
in Woburn. Gimmick is not 
the city directly in beano op- 
eration but merely to have the or- 
ganizations assist the Mayor’s pur- 
pose. 

Gerard R. Dolliver, chairman of 
the Elks beano committee, offers one 
of that organization’s three nights for 
city use. City will run game under 
present plans, under the name 
Emergency Direct Relief Committee 
and the Mayor will license it on be- 
half of the city. 

Discussion on capital to back mu- 
nicipal venture was not forthcoming 
so Mayor Kane said he would per- 
sonally guarantee $1,000 to get the 
first game going. Mayor Kane also 
plans to shuttle giggle water boys 
,; and girls to and fro in a luxurious 
cage. John T. Benson, of Benson’s 
farm in Nashua, N. H., is dickering 
with the mayor for the sale of the 
| cage. 


c 


to en- 


race 





Bingo Unhampered 
Wilkes-Barre, March 8 
With at least three churches draw- 
ing as high as 1,500 players a week 
to bingo parties, theatre managers 
in this area are getting plenty wor- 
|ried. There is little worry about 
police interference as the city ad- 
ministration is paying little attention 
because profits mostly go to pay off 
church debts or for charity. 
| Fire department threat on bingo 
|here is greater because of lack of 
| halls, many of the games are being 
| held in old buildings without proper 
| exits, etc, 
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‘THE HURRICANE” 
Buck & Bubbles in Person 
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Film Reviews 


| teck fall in love complications arise, 

and he and Schmid-Wild, part as 
friends. 

Subsequently, Staal essays to climb 

; nountain peak to prove 


Sa doers os 
a nazcaraous 





LA MORT DU CYGNE 


14) 


Swan’ in a manner which will prob- 
ably go down 1m the dancing annuals. 

S.ory is by no means sacrificed 
for but is a heartstrings- 
tugger which will undoubtedly ap- 
peal to the present psychology trend 
in Hollywood. Plot on ‘Maeachen in 
Uniform’ lines, revo:.ves around a 
young llet ‘r (youthful bal’et 


Dbaliet ‘rat 
;sudent) whose crusn on one of the 


(Continued from pace 


“urisiy, 


ballerina leads her to conirive an 
accident whereby rival  baller.na 
breaks her leg and lexves way clear 
for child’s idol. From taen on came.a 
and director take a flight into the 
subconscious both of the terro: 
siricken youngs.er and the morose 


ballerina who iearns she may neve! 
dance again. 

Majority of the scenes feature the 
ballet ‘rats’ between seven and nine 
(kids are actual students) and show 
the French flair for understandins 
children’s habits, quarrels and mode 
of thinking. 

Janine Charrat, the youthful crimi- 
nal, is an actress of unusual abilities. 
Blessed with an Edith Fellowes type 
of homeliness, she musi depend on 
her histrionic abilities rather than 
her cuteness to get herself across. 
Pathos, sincerity and naturalness do 
this for her. She might well bear 
investigating by Hollywood. 

Dancing, under the direction of 
Serge Lifar, of the Paris Opera Bal- 
Jet, predominates the film both in 
the form of rehearsals and finished 
productions. Though the ballet num- 
bers are given plenty of build-up, at 
no time do they become Hollywood- | 
seittisn. Highbrows won't be able to 
squeal at what pics have done to 
ballet, but will realize that this is a 
medium which lends itself particu- 
larly well to the probing eye of the 
camera. Hugo. 


his mettle. He achieves hi 
' but a storm arises during his descent, 
and it’s necessary for Schmid-Wildy 
prove tha really u noble fel- 


after al}, and he goes to the 


ple’s enthusiasm about him. There 
are no taults of exaggeration—except 
rhaps the one of making him seem t 
‘ter skier than he is by alternat- | low 
cue, 





oe 





res- 
slope with shots of fast racers cov- | : 

+ Seth a 
ering a difficult downhill run. What 
sins of omission there were in Hul-)- NOCHES DE GLORIA 
inger’s original script cannot be} 


judged, as the Italian authorities cut (‘Glorious Nights’) 








the pic down to just those scenes | (MEXICAN MADE) 
they wanted shown before allowing | (WITH SONGS) 
the film to leave the country. Mexico City, March 5 
Pic starts with views of Musso- ane ¥ sia Ps ggg toe 
ini’'s birthplace, scenes of the home-! geuilar Ory : Robert O. Quig 
town people who still call him noth-| nes M l n, with Franz 
ing but ‘Benito,’ interiors of his i ar music; er r. ex Phillit - At 
family’s house and the family black-| ying 1) 2 —— aun 
ith shop. Then comes a series of | Max Re Esperanza Tris 
ytos from the family album, each | Pon Fede: I é \ifredo del Diestro 
brought to life by a short scene de- | ™*°" s Ramine Magda Haller 
pDrougnet t i1ie Va nort scene de Carlos lulian Soler 
‘ribing the days in which the photo} pon pene Manolo Nortega 
was taken. For instance, there is a/ Rafael Lopez Alberto Mart 


photo of Mussolini lying wounded in | sa a 
the hospital, which is preceded by (In Spanish) 
shots of Italian troops in action and There is a deal to 
wounded being carried off the field. | as aad 
For these scenes Hullinger had to American in rete : 
draw upon his imagination as well as| not the best Mexican-made pic. It 
his information. They are skillfully | is an uneven tale of an operetta star, 
handled in cutting back and forth! »j)..eq very well by Esperanza Iris 
between the actual photographs and E en . sh Pas tee cites -- 
the filmed bits. | veteran Mexican comedienne, who is 
Mussolini first broke into the/| Still a looker. She is framed by a 
newsreels at the time of the ‘march|r:t, micely porirayed by Alberto 
on Rome,’ which—by the way—the | Marti, and geis 15 years for the mur- 
Hullinger pic really shows as aJ| der of her husband, She loses, then 
march instead of as a train ride.| finds her daughter, Magda Haller, a 
There follows a series of selections | neat gal with a good voice, decides 
from old newsreels, which are inter- | to quit show biz rather than cash in 
esting not only as a record of the de- | 0n her notoriety. Forced by poverty 
velopment of the dictator’s person- | to go back to trouping, but under an 


interest the 
one, though it is| 


ality. but also as a record of the de-| alias and in a tent show, she finds 
velopment of newsreel photography. her greatest glory in the operatic 


~ ha ea £3 
Then there is a sequence of views | SUCSESS of her child, 

taken ‘around the clock with| La Iris cops the show. But nice 
Mussolini,’ showing his day from the | Work is done by del Diestro as the 
early morning ride in the park of the | Old school grandpa and by Noriega 
Villa Torlonia, his drive to the of-| as the old maestro. Esperanza will | 
fice in Palazzo Venezia, his confer- | 
ences with ministers and fascist 
party officials, and his inauguration 
of some public building, to his return 


rendition of ‘A Poco No’ CAw,| 
G’wan!’), highlight of the pic, very | 
well done, and is a true slant into 


\* 
purpose, | 
| 


| 
click anywhere with her vernacular | 
| 


home, where he reads the news- 
| papers and finally is taken off by his | 
two youngest children to play with | 
them. Pic shows the two youngest | 
children at their respective classes in 
the ordinary Roman public school, | 


Tiger von Eschnapur 
(‘The Tiger of Eshnapur’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

Berlin, Feb. 27. 
Tobis 


release of Richard Eichberg pro- | shows the daughter Edda at a foot- | 
Giuction Directed by Richard Eichberg ‘ eeeal i+ i | 
Scenario, Arthur Pohl, Hans Klaehr and | Dall match with her husband, Count} 
Richard Bichberg, from novel by Thea vea | Ciano; shows son Bruno getting into} 
Harbou; music, Harald Boehmelt; camera, 


his plane, shows Vittorio puttering | 
with amateur films; and gives a very | 


Hdans Scrneeberger and Ewald Daub; edito 








bach one ae ae FOE OU E08, BUS | aig glimpse of the Duce’s wife. | 
Maharadsha of Eshnapur.Fritz van Dongen | These pics—especially the one of| 
Maharani of Eshnapur............ La Jana | Mussolini reading the papers at home | 
Saat» 9 apatite \lexander Golling | in the evening—are interesting be- | 
ua: ....... Kit:y Jantzen | Cause they are entirely different | 
RemiGoN. aicrcaeecixs Gustnv Dicss! | from the ordinary newsreel views of | 
Borodin, ....++6+- Hans Zesch-Vallet | Mussolini. Photographically they | 
POs sxkasstduseasaae Harry Frank | _ .. a eet 

are not very satisfactory. 

: | Film ends with a long series of 

(In German) : 'shots of Mussolini taking part in| 

Remake of the successful silent | sports, laying corner stones, in- | 
which Joe May produced nearly 15 | augurating buildings, reviewing | 


years ago. Present opus, to be fol- | troops. speaking to the crowds from 
lowed _ by its second part, ‘The In-| the balcony of the Palazzo Venezia. 
dian Tomb,’ started out with a bang | Martial music and a fascist torch 
end is set to outdistance the big suc- | parade are the finale. There is no 
cess of its silent brother. Director | mention of Ethiopia, Spain, or Berlin 
Richard Eichberg knows and gives | and Tokio. 

the public what it wants, a super- | 

thriller that shows class in every 


‘Life of Mussolini’ would interest 


: : the American public as it brings to} 
° ry adv ‘e-romance. | ‘© s gs 
Jine. Story is an adventure-romance. | View aspects of Duce’s way of living | 


Gorgeous shots of Indian palaces . : J : 
st paiee a a 4}, | never before filmed in fast moving 
end cxteriors and a tiger hunt with | (oiopeul short. Italian company. 


aan G aesie Gale ped ge gon oe | LUCE, has the European rights for 
tronage of the Maharana of Udaipur. | the pic; Hullinger retains the Ameri- 
| can rights; so far he has made no | 


Hans Schneeberger, the specialist in ‘lee ; 

cutdoor shaheaee shy, did some su- | arrangements for distribution. He 
crior work here. To these were | Plans to do series of similar films | 
peri : : | on other public figures. Heln. 


2dded rich interiors which fell to the | 
GEWITTER IM MAI 


Jot of the cameraman Ewald Daub, | 

magnificent costumes and a fine cast. | 
(‘Storms in May’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 








Female list is headed by the pi- | 
Guante blond American Kitty Jant- 
zen (Eichberg’s find) who is several | 
rungs up the ladder since her first | 
picture, especially in the smooth | qra ye) 


' ease of Peter Ostermayr produc- 
handling of the German lingo. Her |tien. Features Viktor Staal, Hansi Kno- 
swarthy Indian counterpart was | ‘eck. Ludwig Schmid-Wildy, Hans Rich- 


Anny 


Seitz. 


Anton 


Directed by Hans Deppe. 

Ba fii-Fedrigotti; 
Ludwig Ganghofer; camera, E 
music, Hans Ebert. At 


taken by La Jana, who has the exotic | . 
Jooks and the figger but disappoints | nove! iy 
cn the use of either. Gustav Diessl’s | Sohmidt; 


h 
the &6th 





marked profile lends European mon- | >) titrcen. S. b 5 SS SGC SO Sele 
Jiness to the list of males, while his | jujij... 2. Scie ee Viktor Staal 
Indian protagonists in the shape of | Norle..... 26.0... eee ee »Hansi Knoteck 
the stately Fritz van Dongen ee EO soeces Ludwig Sieg ty ore 
Alexander Golling with his Mongol | jj¢)n ‘Andresen cone icnte, 
face gave the picture an extra dose | lurle’s Mother............ Hermine Ziegler | 
of fascination. hey ‘s Abe Po ceeeeeceses PO igay PN are we , 
Not only will this super-product | jy Tyce tttrstree Thea Aichbichler 
keep the wickets spinning madly | xqver ..... Seeet Micktnien 
(pre-runs in some of the bigger | Schitiskoch SR eye oF Willi. Schur 
burgs throughout the Reich have re- | —_ — 
sulted in some tentative figuring (In German; No English Titles) 


which are said to go as high as §2,- cece, Sie = 
400,060 for final returns). But Rich- | Ufa's  ‘Gewitter = Mai’ con 
erd Eichberg and the Tobis also fig- | tributes scenes of pictorial splendor, 
ured rightly on the dual division of |but has little else to command in- 
the picture. First half has whetted | terest. Story is negligible and the 
a keen appetite for what’s to follow. | pace is slow, although a fine cast 
Trask. {tries mightily t» lift the picture. 
Cameraman Erich Schmidt is re- 
sponsible for some outstanding shots 
of the Bavarian Alps. 
| One of the redeeming features of 
the film is the sparkling Hans Rich- 
| ter, who, as a seaman, gives the film 





LIFE OF MUSSOLINI 


(ITALIAN MADE) 
Rome, Feb. 25. 


Kéwin Be 4 ; lng ie its only humor. Viktor Staal and 
rec té« )V ir e n auls, Script, Site | r 4 . « 
a vg \ure’ Hullinger: music adanted by |Hansi Knoteck arz properly roman- | 
Virgilio Chit. tie. while Anny Seitz and Ludwig- 


Running time, JU mins. ore 2 : 
auteniniene | Wildy are good in supporting roles. 

This filmed biography of Italy’s! Story concerns Staal and Richter, 
Duce is a clever patchwork of o!d/ who return from the sea for a vaca- 
photographs, old — ae a! tion ee gg hometown. While 
ger'es of new reels showing Musso-|there Siaal is 
lini’s activities in private and public. | parents and old friends, among them 
On the whole it is a favorable por-|bcing Domini (Schmid-Wildy) and 
‘traval. stressing the many-sided|Dorle ‘Mis: Knoteck), who are en- 
@ciivities of the Duce and the peo- ‘gaged. When Siaal and Miss Kno- 


7 | 
from | 


reconciled with his | 


a performance at a typical Mexico | 
City tent show. Alameda audiences, 
which never give complimentary ap- 
plause, went near-loco at this se- 
quence and some other Iris phases. 

Ballet of Palace of Fine Arts (Na- 
tional Theatre) is used adequately, 


but some of its specialties, particu- | 


larlv an Apache dance number, could 
be dropped. 


ing medley of Lehar, some other | 
standard opera and operatic com- 
posers, and Mexican’ tunemakers. 
Director did not make the most of 


all his opportunities and somebody 
should take the femmes’ costumer 
aside for a friendly talk. 


But the pie is a departure from | 


other Mexicans. It is an authentic 


| view of Mexican showfolk, without 


being another backstager. It shows 
the Mexico of modernistic anart- 


ments and eleciric refrigerators; but 
without the jar of standardization. 
Camerawork is okay, but the sound 
could be better. 

Pic has but one false note. Cohorts 
of men and women in evening dress 


are depicted rolling up in limousines | 


to an opera house, which bears 
close resemblance to Palace of Fine 
Arts (National Theatre). No such 


thing happens in Mexico of today. | 


When there is opera here only a 
few folk attend in etiquette togs. 


LANCIERI DI SAVOIA 


(‘Savoy Lancers’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 


Cine-T.ux release of Industrie 
i 





Cinemato- 





gis lit Ti lisiie production, Story by 
Oreste Bieneo! and Ivator Gotta. Di- 
| re ed Croffre de ] indrini, Production 
| director, Angelo BKesazy music, Maestro 
nzo Maseiti; camera Vaclav Vich, At 
(ine Roma, weck March 7, ’38. Running 
time, S> mins 

Sn ri ot: on , -Elisa Cegani 
Ci rlott SU sts 3indecaeceawaay Silvana Jachino 
| Lieutenant s¢ Osesce e+e-Amedeo Nazzari 
Lieutenant Ltella sececeees Enrico Viarisio 
|} Countess PRELIO. 646604662068 Clar Padoa 
Count Frassenetic Teer ree Luigi Carini 
|} Captain Pons Mario Ferrari 
| Baron Osterreiche: ernest von Nadherny 





(In Italian, No English Titles) 


Import won't have any appeal to 
| the general rublic nor does it seem 
| likely to be of more than moderate 
| interest to the Italian speaking na- 
| lives. Film is moving, rather 


slow 


| factory enough, the story is dull. 
| English titles’ might be of help in 
\following the action, but wouldn't 
‘warrant additional expense as the 
| possible draw is so limited. Pro- 
| gram synopsis makes it possible to 
follow through the continuity. 

| Story is a reliving of a thwarted 
; romance by Countess Speranza, the 
| heroine who sees 
the opening of the film, which re- 


minds her of that which belonged to | 


| her lover, Lieut. Solaro. Her mar- 
| riage to him was prevented by her 
family who wished her to marry a 


' the film they meet from time to time, 


| but he dies in the World War when | 
As in many | 


| his plane is shot down. 
'foreicn films, best parts are the so- 
| cial festivities which, in this case, il- 
; lustrate well the ballroom customs of 
| the pre-war days. 

a 
nor Amedeo Nazari seem likely to 
be of Hollywood interest. 


Music is a not unpleas- | 


dreary and while production is satis- | 


a white horse at | 


Wealthy baron. During the course of | 


Neither Elica Cegani, the heroine, | 





{ EXPLOITATION 


-: By Epes W. Sargent | 





Fast Work 


With only two days’ notice that 


| Tommy Kelly and Ann Gillis would 


visit the Grand theatre, Atlanta, the 
day before the opening of ‘Tom Saw- 


ver, Manager Edwin Pentecost and | 
U. A. exploiteer Louis E. Ramm | 


all the regular stunts 
of their own. 
with a 


went through 
and then cdded some 
It pushed the picture over 
wallop. 

Arrangements were made to deco- 
the railroad station, with ban- 
ners for the picture figuring largely 
in the scheme. The kids were met 
by delegations from the Atlanta 
Women’s Clubs’ Better Films com- 
mittee, and there was a guard of 
honor composed of 40 Eagle boy 
scouts. together with the 40-piece 
band of the Tech High ROTC. Mov- 
ing pictures were made, to be shown 
it the theatre, and a gratis half- 
hour interview was put on the air. 
Newspaper interviews had previously 
been obtained by taking the writers 
down the line to meet the train. 

With a police motorcycle escort 
the party moved on to the hotel, 
where they were greeted by resident 
relatives. 
at the Atlanta Woman's club, fol- 
lowed by visits to the Governor, to 
the cyclorama, ‘8he 
ta.’ and to the Scottish Rite hospital 


rate 


for children. Some 40 of the 600 
pationts had never seen a motion 
picture, and arrangements were 


made to project ‘Tom Sawyer’ by 
means of a portable projectcr, 

In addition to the interview at the 
station, a 15-minute chat with Kelly 
was sent out over WATL, and the 
same. station had _ previously an- 


;nounced the pending arrival of the 


bolstered by 26 
and 12 spots 


children. This was 
spot announcedments 
on WGST. 


Plenty on ‘Polo’ 


While some of the suggestions in 
the Goldwyn press book for ‘Marco 
Polo’ are a bit far-fetched, there is 
plenty of down-to-earth material 
that can readily be used by even the 
smaller houses. There are also cork- 
ing hook-ups with nerfume, make- 
|up, clothes and the Postal Telegraph 
to supplement the direct house ef- 
| forts. 


renav intensive 
effort and should not be passed off 
merely as another release. Quite 
apart from the ticket sales, the pro- 


duction has a strong angle in dig- 
nity value. 


| The picture will 


With Sound Effects 


Lincoln. 
Orville Rennie’s idea of an eye- 
opening trailer: runs the Rivoli, 


Hastings, Neb., and just before the 
trailer goes on each time. he has a 
boy touch off a firecracker in the 
wings. 


Asking for It 


Lancaster, Pa. 
new sensation in 
experience is being 
enjoyed by Ray O'Connell, 


A completely 
exploitation 
| highly 


4/ manager of the Capitol theatre here. 


| Local merchants have been calling 
him daily since he announced the 
play date of ‘Snow White’ and ask- 
ing him for exploitation tie-ups. It’s 
the first time in local history that 


| the coaxing came from that angle, 


| of it. 
| With his play-date still two weeks 
| off he’s saying a polite ‘No’ to each 
|one of them and has them all pulling 
;}every string they know to get the 
tie-ups. This, he savs, is the best 
exploitation he can do at this mo- 
|ment since the storemen are plug- 
| ging the ears off of the nix just to 
|prove their tie-ups would be valu- 
lable ones. 
| O'Connell has set one week from 
ithe opening as the dav for the 
| softening of the heart when he will 
cut loose and tie un with all comers 
and a feat he has to go afier in the 
bargain. 
| Nutty 

Having used pineannle for his 
original broadside on ‘Hawaii Calls’ 
| (RKO), Leon J. Bamberger now ac- 
;companies his invitations to a com- 
Ing-out party at the Hawaiian room 
of the Hotel Lextington with a coco- 
nut. 

Now all the trade paper eds are 
wondering when Bam is going to 
send around the hula dancers. 


New Theatre Quiz 


a Michita. 
| Civie theatre here owned and 
managed by O. F. Sullivan’ has 


ball’ which is a game and contest in 
which the whole audience takes part. 

One-half of the audience is 
matched against the other half. 
those who want to take part fill out 
| application cards when they enter 
the theatre. They have an oppor- 
tunity of answering a question asked 


answer correctly they make a one 


|} value placed on question by an- 
nouncer. For every base contestant 
passes he receives a cach award. 

| Whole game is graphically illus- 


lop newspaper 


A luncheon to 80 followed | 


3attle of Atlan- | 


trated on large electric play board 
on stage. The game, played every 
Thursday night, is broadcast over 
station KFH. Contestant does not 
have to go to stage as mike is taken 
to his seat. 


Gold in Coal 


Lancaster, Pa. 

Bert Leighton, Grand, made sev- 
eral departures from the usual in 
his ‘Gold Is Where You Find It.’ 

A coal dealer tie-up had people 
using their coal bins as mines, for 
with every purchase of coal during 
the week preceding the picture the 
coal man added a couple of card- 
board discs similar to his usual ade 
vertising which admitted bearer to 
the theatre. The discs dated 
and marked ‘Good only for ‘Gold Is 
Where You Find It,’ and the drivers 
were instructed to heave them into 
the bin after the coal had been un- 
loaded, so the digging would not be 
too strenuous. Dealer then used co- 
advertising in fair 


were 


quantity. 





Theatres—Exchanges | 


Gov. Charles Hurley, of Massachue- 





setts, and Mayor Tobin, of Boston, 
were among the guests at the testi- 
monial dinner to William H. Erbb 
at the Hotel Statler, Boston, last 


night (Tuesday ). 
Erbb is New England district man- 


‘ager for Paramount pictures, and the 


| nership, 


dinner is to celebrate his winning of 


the Adolph Zukor Jubilee sales 
drive. 

Rochester. 
Walter L. Nevinger and his son, 
Leslie, formerly of Buffalo, have 


taken over operation of the Family 
and Attica theatres, Attica. Family 
reopened last week for daily shows, 
while Attica will be operated on 
weekend basis. 


Lincoln. 
Ed Panowiscz hes leased the Com- 
stock. Comstock, Neb., to the part- 
Oschner & Avres Alvin 


| Ayres will manage and operate the 
| theatre. 


| Paramount 


E. L. White will remodel 
Royal, Fullerton, Neb., at an 
mated cost of $5,000. 


Youngstown. O 
Shagrin, manager of the 
theatre here, has an- 
nounced plans for the consiruction 
of a new neighborhood pic theatre to 
cost approximaiely $75,000 


the 
esti- 





Joseph 


Oklahoma City. 
A new 80-ton air conditioning unit 
is bein’ installed at the Delman the- 
atre, Tulsa. I. A. Adelman is build- 


}ing the new house. 


Reggie Wray new secretary at Re- 
public’s film exchange in Oklahoma 
City. 

New 1,250 colored theatre will be 
built in Tulsa by Dan Myers, dis- 
tributor for Hollywood amusement 
company, and associates. 





Philadelphia. 
Two new houses, one operated bv 
Warners and the other an indie, will 
be erected within a few blocks of 


|each other in the Oak Lane section 


and O'Connell is making the most | 


of Philly. WB will put up a 650- 


seater to be tabbed the ‘Lane’ and 
|Dave Milgram, Ray Schwartz and 
Mike Felt will erect one of about 


ithe 


|'Phillvy by Charles 


| retained a 
| tect to prenare plans for a new 


| motion 


initiated a new feature ‘quizzer base- | 


All } 


by the sports announcer a.d if they | 


two or three base hit according to | 


same size nearby. 
Witz architecting both. 

Milgram interests have purchased 
Star, Philly. It was acquired from 
John Bagley a few days before his 
death last Tuesday (1). 

Pians being completed for a new 
house in the East Falls section of 
Goldfine. op of 
the Falls theatre in that territory. 


Dave Supo- 


Norfolk. Va. 
W. O. Fishback manager of Colley 
theatre. succceding Leo Greenwood, 
assigned to Gates, Portsmouth. Both 
are owned by W. S. Wilder of Nor- 


folk, 
St. Touis. 
Fred Wehrenberg has added the 
Apollo, in the West End. and the 
Melvin, on the South Side, to his 


chain. 

Herschel Eichhorn, manager of the 
Roxy, Mounds, Ill... recently § de- 
stroved at a $40,000 loss by fire has 
St. Louis theatre archi- 
800 
seaier, twice de- 
stroyed house. 

Building Commissioner Charles A. 
Welsch reports that during 1937, 31 
picture theatres and other 
places of amusement were started or 
remodeled at a cost of $47.200. Actual 
costs, including equipment, would 
bring the total amount involved to 
slichtly more than $100,000. 

Fanchon & Marco will spend 
$220.000 reconstructing and modern- 
izing five theatres operated by af- 
filiates, Plans call for improve- 
ments at the Tivoli and Shenandoah, 
operated jointly by the Ansell Bros. 


and St. Louis Amusement Co. under 
at 


the size of the 


Feou\l supervision, to cost $95.000; 
Pageant Theatre. $50.000: Union 
Theatre, $45,000 and New Maffitt, 
$30,000. New Equinment will bring 


the cost up considerably. 
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Fidie Cantor Reiterates H'wood 


A Natural Source for Pix and Air SFEN AS 19 


+ 


Broadway may be alive and kick- 
ing, but you can just tear it up as 


far as radio is concerned, according 
to Eddie Cantor, here on a tem- 
porary leave-of-absence from the 
Coast. Mr. Cantor, who is a mara- 
thon interviewee, paced the floor, 
wrung his hands and ruffled his 
straight black hair as he laid a 
memorial wreath on New York's 


Radio Row, in his Sherry-Netherland 
suite, 

Doing a fair imitation of a human 
machine gun, Mr. Cantor popped 
questions and fired the answers right 
back. 





‘You want guest stars for a radio | 


program, Where are they? In Hol- 
ivwood You want stage. stars? 
There are more stage Stars in one 
scene in a big picture, than youl 


find on all of Broadway. 
ness has gone wholesale. 
that makes a success has to 
the greatest number of _ people. 
What's the answer? Pictures and 
radio. 


The fellow 


program from the Coast.’ 
Cantor's first few programs for 
Camel, starting this menth (28) will 


emanate from New York, but will | 
enough to} 


only long 
started’ with the 


remain here 
‘get things 
agency. 

The goggle-eyed comic also has an 
explanation for the air flops 
famous stage funny men. 

‘On the stage,’ he said, ‘a comedian 
can have 90% talent and 10% judg- 
ment. On the air, he’s better off if 
it's the other way around. He can’t 
size up his audience and make a 
quick switch if he’s not going over. 
With radio he’s got to have a mental 
picture of the whole family when 
he’s preparing his material. He can't 
aim at Papa and Mama and forget 
Junior and Aunt Tillie, who might 
be sitting around the radio, too. 
They didn't get dressed up and go 


new 


Out to the theatre to see him, They're | 


inviting him into their homes, If 
he don’t behave they won't invite 
him again, If they don’t invite him 
again, the sponsor gets another boy.’ 

With all due respect for the brain 
cudglers and crack clippers who turn 
out material, Cantor points out that 
no comic can live on the air unless 
he is capable of editing his own ma- 
terial. 

‘These writing boys are OK, but 
they're kids yet. They'll learn. But 
an experienced stage comedian can 
remember what flopped in Dubuque, 
the kind of stuff they went for in 
Cleveland and the jokes that lay 
dead in Peoria. He must figure he’s 


he gets in front of the mike. A 
headache? Sure it’s a headache— 
but I love it!’ 

And at the rate the explosive Mr. 
Cantor is going, he’d be carping out 
of season if he didn’t love it. 

Television is a New York proposi- 
tion, he says, but only for the pres- 
ent. The moment it’s perfected, 
Hollywood’s mouth will be wide 
Open to gobdble it up. 

(Expressing a preference for Holly- 
wood as against New York is Marty 
Gosch, CBS director assigned to 
the Paul Whiteman program for 
Chesterfield. 
film colony 
the matter 
something.’ 


outranks New York in 

of guests ‘that mean 
Feels that the New York 
Samples aren't so. forte and that legit 
rehearsals interfere as much in Man- 
hattan as film studio commitments, 
in turn, 
duction in Hollywood.) 


20 WIP Staffers Own Pug 


Philadelphia, March 8, 
‘Kid’ Bookard, WIP page 


Eugene 


boy. Middle Atlantic AAU flyweight | 


champ 
Ting 


1931, will return to the 
month ‘under new man- 
Sponsoring and financing 
his return, after a two-year absence, 
are 20 members of WIP'’s staff. His 
Manager is Stoney McLinn, director 
of sports broad-asts at the station. 


in 
next 
agement.’ 


Bookard has fought 125 times and | 


Won 12] 


LOY were via k 


Of the 121 victories 


O. 5S. 


times. 


Show busi- | 


reach | 


They've got to be together. | 
You can’t commute, so you do your | 


of | 
| 


going to all those places every time 


yosch feels that the | 


interfere with radio pro- | 





Mickey’s Alter Ego 


In the ‘Mickev Mouse Theatre 


of the Air’ stanza for Pepso- 
dent (NBC Red), the name of 
the actor playing the Mickey 
role. whether by accident or 
design, happens to be Joe 
Twerp. 











JACK BENNY’S 
MAR. 27 STUNT 


Hollywood, March 8. 


Jack Benny will go east for a 
single broadcast March 27 if certain 


ideas he has in mind can be satisfac- 
torily worked out. Has trick set-up 
for the Jello show of that night. 

Boake Carter would replace Don 
Wilson, Kate Smith would pinch-hit 
for Mary Livingstone, Robert L. Rip- 
ley and Andy Devine would be 
teamed and finally Fred Allen would 
shove Benny right off the program 
and take his place. 

Devine and writers 
|}and Ed Beloin would 
Benny for the special 
materializes. 

Carter, Miss Smith and Ripley are 
|General Foods performers. Fred 
| Allen is Bristol-Myers’ boy. 


PHILIP MORRIS BUYS 
‘GUESS WHO?’ STUNT 


Bill Morrew 
go east with 
stunt, 1f it 


elty show that 
over NBC’s blue 
Mutual as soon as a hookup has been 
arranged. It's temporarily titled 
‘Guess Who?’ Characteristics and 
background of national and interna- 
tional personalities will 
in this parlor game, and the audience 
will do the guessing for prizes. 

Ray Block will baton the orchestra 
in this show. which was agented by 
Rockwell-O’Keefe. This makes the 
third program that Philip Morris is 


it proposes to clear 


eS 


Irving Caesar on Vallee 
Show with Safety Ditty 


Songwriter Irving Caesar joins the 
Rudy Vallee ‘(Royal Gelatine) show 
for an indef run, starting March 24. 

Caesar will chirp his ‘safety songs’ 
for kids. Within past year song- 
writer has won heap of public-print 
| attention with his ditties of traffic 
| warnings to tots. 





WBZ FEEDS 16 TO NBC 


Thinks Boston, as Result, Is Fifth 
Origination City ef Land 


Boston, March 8. 
WBZ figures that the Hub city has 
scuttled up to fifth place in the list 
of towns originating NBC chain pro- 


grams. Topped now only by New 
York. Chicago, Hollywood and 
| Philadelphia. 


Some 16 shows a week now being 
{fed both NBC links from Beantown. 
| WEEL CBS’ local station, has no 
| programs riding Columbia. 

lof the shows the Yankee 
| Colonial regional spread 
| nation-across proportions, either. 


and 
to 


on 


webs 


Pete Wasser Resigns 

Pete Wasser N. Y 
and v.p. of the rep 
|Furgason & Co., quit 
stood differences Gene 
| son was the cause. 

Jim Wade now handling the hew 
York of firm solo for the 
| time 


office 
firm of 
Un der- 


Fu: ga- 


in the 
station 
has 
with 





the 


end 
being. 


+ 


| 


| Philip Morris cigarets has, through |! 
the Biow agency, closed for a nov-' 


(WJZ) network or | 


acted out | 


bankrolling. the other two being | 
| built around Russ Morgan on CBS 
;and the NBC-red (WEAF), 


None | 


SALE OF KE 








Earle C. Anthony’s Solution 
to His Los Angeles Prob- 
lem is $400,000 Acguisi- 
tion of Indie Station 
Which Will Probably Be- 
come NBC Blue 


ELLIOTT ROOSEVELT 


William R. Hearst has disposed of 
KEHE, Los Angeles, to Earle C. An- 
thony in what is reported to be the 
initial move toward a complete 
liquidation of the Hearst radio prop- 
erties. Anthony closed the deal in 
New York Friday (4), with $400,000 
the stipulated price. 


Through the acquisition of KEHE 
Anthony has solved a_ headache 
which has been his and NBC's for 


years. 
the Los Angeles outlet for the NBC 
Pacific blue. KEHE is on 780 kc., 
while KECA holds 1430 ke. Rather 
than let anything interfere with the 
Federal Communication Commis- 


sion’s approval of the KEHE transier 


Anthony, it is said, might offer to 


KEHE is to replace KECA as | 


| 


turn KECA back to the government. | 


|He-also owns KFI, the NBC red’s 
affiliate in Los Angeles. KEHF, like 
| KECA, is licensed to operate at 5,000 
watts days and 1,000 watts nights. 
Wants to Sell 


It is reported that Hearst recently 
| sought te dispose of his radio prop- 
| erties en bloc but a deal which had 
| Wall Street interests involved got 
nowhere, Other negotiations for 
Hearst's remaining outlets, which 
would not include WCAE, Pitts- 
burgh, are reported to be in progress. 





Composer Anthony 


Earle C. Anthony, owner of 
KFI and KECA, Los Angeles, 
last week turned over a musical 
composition of his for publica- 
tion to Irving Berlin, Ine. 
‘Coral Isle’ is the title. 

Anthony gave evidences of 
being more interested in getting 
the tune published and thus 
gaining recognition as a com- 
poser than he w-3 in closing for 
|| the purchase of KEHE. The 
song was written in collabora- 
tion with Ray Noble while the 
two were in Honolulu vacation- 
ing. 











! As an en bloc proposition the asking | 


price for the Hearst outlets was said 
to be $4,600,000, with the buyer put- 
ting up $3,200,000 in cash and mort- 


| gages held by New York downtown 


interests figuring in the balance. 


| WCAE, which rates as one of the 
| more profitable Hearst radio enter- 


prises, is not a subsidiary of Hearst 
Radio, Inc. but.is owned directly by 
Hearst's Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph 
| Outside of the southwest group, the 
other Hearst stations are WBAL, 
Baltimore: WINS, New York; WISN, 
Milwaukee, and KYA, San Francisco. 
| KEHE’s studios and equipment are 
of up-to-the-minute design 

Elliott Roosevelt, Hearst Radio 
Inc., prez, returned to New York 
from Fort Worth yesterday (Tues.) 


BENJAMIN DAVID 


EAST WITH PROGRAM 


Benjamin David of the Lou Irwin 


talent agency is due in N. Y. Friday 
| (11) to peddle a new Hollywood ra- 
lio program via a waxed audition 
John Boles and Ethel Merman head 
the line-up, with Patsy Flick, Eddie 
Conrad, Lew Hearn and David 


Broekman orchestra. 


D’Artega, radio conductor and 
ranger, is guest conductor at Shea 
! Buffalo beginning this week 


terest the account in another show. 
George Fischer, Hollywood chat- 
'terer, is one of the items offered. 


| 


OFFER GEORGE FISCHER 


VARIETY 


—— I 


es 


QUIT RADIO 








Huh? 


Hollywood, March 8. 
No ordinary, monosyllabic ra- 
dio producer is’ British-born 
Fred Ibbett, who holds rein on 
Hollywood Hotel. 
When he wants the tympanist 


in Raymond Paige’s crew to 
give the drum a good, hefty 
sock, he addresses him, ‘I say 
ol’ fellow, deal that instrument 


buffet.’ 


ESTY QUITS = 
HOLLYWOOD: 


a shrewd 














C Speed with Which Emergency Shows . 
F Could Be Lined Up Proves Sidney's 


Point Favoring N. 


Y. Radio Guesters 


‘What kind of radio programs and 
who national advertisers 
should originate in Hollywood?’ 

This question was put to Louis K. 
Sidney by Variety last week during 
the New York visit of the Metro 
executive who has had radio produc- 
tion experience on both coasts. 

It is Sidney’s opinion that Holly- 
wood is a swell place for certain 
sponsors and a very bad for 
other sponsors He believes the 
supply of stars, either as permanent 
or transient tdlent, is over-rated and 
that possibly 50°, of the film celebs 
are unavailable or unsuitable to 
radio programs. Apart from stars of 
first magnitude, the range of choice 
in talent is all in favor of New York, 
he feels. He points to the legit, the 
night clubs, vaudeville, sporting and 
journalistic worlds and the general 


among 


place 


;run of front page personalities as an 


| eastern 


Hollywood, March 8. 

William Esty agency is closing its 
Hollywood office after the last Camel 
program of the current series, March 
22. Outfit’s only Coast show will be | 
the Eddie Cantor bit which produces | 
itself. | 

Savington Crampton, manager and | 
production chief, is returning east af- | 
ter closeup. 


FOR ARDEN ACCOUNT 


advantage 
Hollywood, 
Sidney declared, ‘It seems to me 
that my experience last Thursday 
afternoon, when in a half hour's time 
a substitute program was put to- 
gether in New York, proves that the 
east still has a lot of practical book- 
ing advantages. I doubt that a show 
could be put together in Hollywood 
of comparable quality and name 
value in the same length of time.’ 
Program to which Sidney refers 
was whipped into shape when it 
looked like flood conditions in Hol- 
lywood would prevent the regular 
Maxwell House program, of which 
Sidney has general charge, from 
coming through. Makeshift lineup 


not enjoyed by 





Eddy’ Duchin orchestra fades off | 
its Elizabeth Arden cosmetics pro- | 
gram on Mutual with the March 22 | 
broadcast. 


Network is trying to in- | 


Currently, Duchin is airing from 
the Coast. Miss Arden, also there, 
is‘ taking active hand in the pro- 
ducing* of the programs. She per- 
sonally selects all the songs and sits 
in on rehearsals. 


Langlois & Wentworth 
Loses King Features 





International Radio Productions 
has taken over the producing of 
transcriptions for King Features, re- 


placing Langlois & Wentworth, 
which has had the job for several 
years. The scripts will be done in 





New York, while the recording will 


be handled in Hollywood. Change | 
was effected last week following | 
talks between B. H. Polachek, of | 
Hearst Enterprises, and Murray | 
Grabhorn, of International Radio | 
Sales, which controls IRP. 


King Features discs, with ‘Jungle | 
Jim’ stories on one side and Ameri- | 
can Weekly excerpts on the other, | 
are being cleared on 252 stations. 


McNINCH’S PLAQUE 


Commissioner’s Air Mail's 206th) 
Anni Award 





| 


FCC 


Radio station, co-operating in the 
‘most showmanly’ manner with the 
National Air Mail Campaign that 
climaxes the week of May 15, 20th 
mniversal if overhead mail. will 
receive t! Frank McNinch Plaque.’ 
Charles Crutchfield, program direc- 
tor of Station WBT, Charlotte (Mc- 
Ninch’s home town) states that the 


showmanship surveys of Variety in- 
spired this aspect of the campaign 
‘ 1 ar 1 


Crutchfield wa n . York last 
veek He will travel! t sughout 
America from now and until the An 
Mail campa ) ends, after which he 

turr to |} WBT sil) Schudt 

La ‘d him trom station duty or 

ine p »] it worth { 
WB C‘rutenfield has the title ol 
radio director of National Air Mail 


Postmaster-General | 


| Fart ” | | 


j}and a 


| wood for 


had Eddie Cantor, Deanna Durbin, 
Bobby Breen, B. A. Rolfe, Jane Fro- 
man, Ford Bond, Robert L. Ripley 
‘surprise tenor’ in rehearsal 
late Thursday afternoon when about 
5:15 EST it was found that NBC 
could deliver service and the west 
coast show could come through on 
sked. 
‘Hollywood Glamour’ 

Programs that can afford or can 
get film stars or have merchandizing 
tieups like Lux can make good use 
of Hollywood’s glamour, Sidney 
states, but he believes that in general 
radio production costs are higher, 
man for man and job for job, in 
Hollywood. A lot of glamour and 
film colony atmosphere he believes 
in certain cases justifies this. 

Sidney has gone outside Holly- 
some of the script and 
comedy material used on the Max- 
well show and believes that the 
writing skil! that fits radio programs 
has not as yet been monopolized by 
Hollywood but, on the contrary, the 
edge in this also stays with the east. 
George S. Kaufman material has 
been used by the Maxwell program 
and a deal is on with Howard Dietz 
to use a series of skits by that legit 
stage-writer. 

A propos merely as_ stars, 
Sidney feels that their importance on 
a cold guest setup is now on the 
wane. All the programs that get 
real value out of guest stars do soa, 
he believes, not through the mere 
presence of the ‘name’ but by virtue 
of the production formula worked 
out to incorporate the star into the 

Without such a formu'a 
s risking too much, from a 
film studio standpoint, and contribu- 


stars, 


program 
the star 


ting too little for the price, from a 
id:o sponsor star dp yint 

Maxwell program as produced by 
Metro with the cooperation of Ben- 


ton & Bowles agency now has set up 
Robert Tay!o: Morgan, Fan- 


m ! 
Meadijpail 


nie Brice ar Meredith Willson’s ore 
chestra { fou indby 7 \- 
} f ) | e pro ’ 
ind t i 1 from . 
Me 1 S 4 r revolve An 
wera AN) if fn ind 
ve 4 f ‘ ' Iv Ce 

en f ¢ a] “ft yoat ) 
Ma 1] 0 if@ 
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Roberta Wick, a s ) 4 the 
Carnegie Tech d ‘ ! the 
latest additio » the artists’ staff aé 


WCAE, Pittsb hh. 
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RED-BLUE STAT 





IONS A LA CARTE FOR NBC 


GEN’L MILLS HOUR BUT NOT NEW POLICY” 


Limited Purely to Program Taking Station-Reserved. 
Time with Station Approval—NBC Has Also Sold 
Similar Hookup to Chesterfield Cigarettes 


+ 


For the first time since it estab 
lished the red (WEAF) and blue 
(WJZ) networks as separate entities, 
NBC is selling a mixture 
basic links Mills is the 
customer but the deal wont go int 
effect until the miller’s 
tract with Colur ; 

NBC is permitting General Mills, 
with certain reservations, to put to- 
gether its own hookup. The time se- 
lected is 2 to 3 p.m., the period which 
affiliated stations are, under their 
contracts with the network, to re- 
serve for their own use. In the case 
of General Mills the procedure of 
NBC's sales department was to ask 
the flour and cereal packer which of | 
the two links, red or blue, it pre- | 
ferred to start with in setting up its 
hookup. General Mills elected the 
red and after the affiliated outlets on 
both links had been solicited by NBC 
the account was granted the right to 
substitute blue stations in those 
spots where red affiliates were nat | 


of the two 


General 


current con 


nbia expires in May. 





agreeable to yielding their exempted | 
time. NBC states that it has sold a 
similar hookup of red and blue af- 
filiated stations to Chesterfield, ef- 
fective April 18. 

Best of Both Webs 


Instead of having a rigid structure 
composed of both the weak and the | 
strong General Mills will have an a} 
Ja carte network representing on the 
face a fusion of the choice stations in 
NBC's two links. NBC asserts that 
this deviation of policy will only be 
permitted in the case of such exempt 
station time and that there will be 
no mixing of the red and blue under | 
any other circumstances. 

Deal with General Mills calls for 
an hour every day in the week ex- 
cept Saturday and Sunday. It is 
reported that General Mills’ decision 
to shift from Columbia to NBC stems 
from a peeve that the miller has 
been harboring ever since it lost out 
to Kellogg on several CBS owned 
and operated stations in connection 
with the tying up of local play-by- 
play baseball broadcasts. CBS has 
always contended that it was but 
an innocent bystander in this scram- 
ble between General Mills and Kel- 
logg and the network's officials and 
execs have studiously shied away 
from any discussions of this delicate 
topic. 

General Mills series goes NBC 
May 30. 


Three Coast Shows To 
Take Nine-Week Layoff 


Hollywood, March 8, 

Ruthrauff & Ryan will mute three 
Coast shows sometime in June for 
a nine-week summer layoff. Colum- 
bia is holding the time. 

Programs are Joe Penner (Coco- 
malt), Al Jolson (Lifebouy) and Ed- 
ward G. Robinson (Rinso). All are 
under production supervision of Tiny 














Spring Is Here 


End of the winter, with its 
customary drop-offs of 
remedies, etc., plus some scrams 
due to the recession, has made 
the news stories on radio pro- 
grams going off the air very nu- 
merous. 

One advertising man cracked 
that every time he turned a 
page in VARIETY last issue an- 
other show folded. 


Ruthrauff-Ryan Radio 
Head in Chicago Has 
Regular ‘Spot’ Circuit 


cold 











Chicago, March 8. 
Elimination of long-distance han- 


| dling of shows on midwest Ruthrauff 
|& Ryan agency radio list is being | 


worked out by Ros Metzger. chief | 
of R. & R. radio department here. 
Feeling that remote control opera- 
tion often leads to error, Metzger | 
has set himself a schedule whereby 
he makes regular trips to St. Louis, 
Des Moines, Indianapolis, Cincinnati, 
Minneapolis, Detroit and other key 
midwest cities where R. & R. spot 
accounts are running, to watch the 
actual operation of the shows. 
Among the spot shows being han- | 
dled by Metzger out of the local 
R. & R. office are Hyde Park beer. 
Sterling beer, Oshkosh _ overalls. 
Holland Furnace, Penn Tobacco and 
Fendrich cigars. 





In visiting these towns Metzger 
checks on spotting, type of an- 
nouncer, production, material and 


general operation of the R. & R. 
schedules, not only on programs but | 
on announcements as well. 





Coast Agency Studies | 


Trio as Summer Fillers | 
Hollywood, March 8. | 


are being studied hy Tom Harring- 
ton, Coast headman for Young & 
Rubicam agency. Musicians’ union 
has broached the agency on using 75- 


ployed musikers. | 
Two others are ‘Your Witness’ and | 
‘What Would You Have Done,’ cur- | 


rently sustaining on Columbia's 
Coast web, 


lin coin, 


Three shows as summer substitutes | the private use of employees. 


piece orchestra comprised of unem-! sored scripts on the networks, is 





RAY OF HOPE 


Petty 





Tax Burdens To Be 


Eliminated 


Some 





Washington March 8. 
Direct relief for broadcasters from 
two handicapping Federal taxes 1s 
provided through the 1938 Revenue 
Bill, which 


Congress this week. 


began moving through 


Besides coincidental encourage- 
ment for corporations through modi- 
fication of profits levies, the new ex- 
cise measure grants two requests of 
the radio industry for removal of 
petty but troublesome imposts. Under 
the legislation, the present phono- 
graph record tax, of 10%, is to be 
repealed and the tax on use of tele- 
phones and telegraph systems would | 
be lifted in the case of newsgather- | 
ing. | 

Press exemption from the tele- 
phone and telegraph levy is due to| 
be extended to radio-news services | 
and broadcasters who have their own | 
collection agencies. House Ways and 
Means Committee said it is highly | 
desirable to encourage the widest | 
possible dissemination of news. | 
Change will go into effect July 1. 


GUNS VS. CASH 
LATEST SWAP 
PROPOSAL 


Stoeger Guns dickering with sta- | 
tions in rural areas on a time-for- | 
swap. Firearm firm | 
would pay off the broadcasters in | 











merchandise 


shotguns and rifles in exchange for | 
time. Acorn agency, which handles | 
the account would want its 15% slice 
which the stations would 
have to get up if the biz is wanted. 
Station reps would have to take their 
cuts in shootin’ irons. 

Stations, according to the thought, 
could use the guns for contest prizes, 
resell them or pass them around for 





Ireene Wicker in Serial 
Irna Phillips, who has three spon- 


writing another daily serial which 
will star Ireene Wicker, now ex- 
clusively with Kellogg. 

Miss Wicker was in on the start 
of ‘Today’s Children.’ 








Ruffner. 





Mickey Mouse Renewal Up 





Hollywood, March 8. 


Air taient on Pepsodent’s Mickey 
Mouse show will know not later 
than March 12 whether they’ll con- 
tinue to draw pay from the dentri- 
fice outfit or cast about for another 
affiliation. That’s the deadline, with 
two weeks of grace thrown in by 
both the network and the players, 
for Pepso to decide on another 13- 
week helping of Walt Disney’s car- 
toon cutups. 

In the event of a renewal, which 
is said to be favorable, likely that 
six weeks will be utilized at this 
time and the remaining seven picked 
up in early fall. 





Nehi Adds Fredda Gibson 
Fredda Gibson, swing singer, has 
-been added to the talent roster of 
the new show Nehi (soda pop) bows 
on NBC-red March 11. Miss Gibson, 


in the past, warbled with Dick Him- | 


ber’s crew on the Lucky Strike and 
Studebaker broadcasts. 

Nehi weekly half-hour features 
Tim (Ryan) and Irene (Nobleite) 
and George Olsen's orch. 





AGENCY 1937 1936 1935 
1. Blackett-Sample- 
eee $7,293,489.70 (1) $6,011,665 (2) $4,774,907 
2. Lord & Thomas ..... 5,549,195.00 (2) 5,573,278 (4) 3,335,372 
3. J. Walter Thompson. 5.283,134.00 (3) 5,148,557 (1) 4,990,644 
4. Young & Rubicam... 3,.821,010.40 (7) 2,244,484 (7) 1,530,673 
5. Benton & Bowles ...  3,634,240.00 (6) 2,419,182 (3) 3,449,439 
6. Ruthrauff & Ryan .. 3.407,886.00 (12) 1,237,928 (17) 886,640 
7. Compton Advertising 3,001,600.00 (8) 2,018,344 (10) 1,372,179 
Me Wi Ws MP occas ...  2,842,215.00 (4) 3,276,155 (5) 2,964,094 
9. Newell-Emmett Co. .  1,951,261.00 (14) 1,189,426 (21) 734,311 
| 10. - * % © rere 1,801,695.90 (5) 2,716,819 (11) 1,111,618 | 


j 11. Stack-Goble . —e 
| 12. Wade Advertising ... 
| 13. Lennen & Mitchell. . 
14. Neisser-Meyerhoff ... 
| 15. ree eee 
| 16, F. Wallis Armstrong 
BA ere 
| 18. Roche, Williams & 

| Cunnyngham sche 
; 19. Gardner Advertising. 
20. Erwin, Wasey & Co.. 


po eee 
|% of TOTAL AGENCY 
EXPENDITURE 





(Mutual Expenditures Not Counted Prior to 1937) 


1,495,307.00 (9) 
1.457,470.00 (13) 
1.380,063.00 (18) 
1,232,960 00 Not among first 20 spenders 
1,146,788.00 

1,128.540.00 (11) 
1,033,263.00 (16) 


958,509.80 (15) 
928 326.00 
920,263.03 (10) 
queues on 


weeeee+ $90,267,216.83 


72.2% 


COMPARATIVE AGENCY SPENDING 22isc2ktieeteen ce 
(1935-36-37) 


Ce 





Bonfre 


St. Louis, March &. 

As its part towards automo- 
bile safety during the National 
Used Car Exchange Week 
WTMV took its portable Fair- 
child recording apparatus to a 
downtown lot in East St. Louis 
Friday (4) where Chief An- 
nouncer Fred Moegle described 
the burning of 40 rejected used 
cars in a huge bonfire. The 
recoding was played over the 
station the same night. 

Station also worked out a deal 





whereby biggies of the St. Louis 
Automobile Dealers’ Association 
were interviewed on the air by 
Woody Klose, WTMV's program 
director, Dealers got free time 
to plug their cars and station 
grabbed its share of used car | 
spots, 


Detroit, March 8. 

CKLW fed to Mutual half- || 
hour of Detroit’s two-mile long 
used car parade, last Saturday 
(5), held in conjunction with 
automotive industry's mammoth 
national drive. 

Mike was set up at reviewing 
stand in front of city hall, 
where Mayor Richard Reading 
and auto moguls watched pa- 
rade and spoke over chain. 

Washington, March 8. 

Mass funeral of the Capital's 
most rickety jallopies held 
Monday (7), presided over by 
Washington's Negro cleric, Rev. 
Solomon Lightfoot Micheaux, 
nationally-known head of the 
‘Happy Am I’ Church, 

Broadcast was put on by 
WJSV, as long parade of de- 
crepit vehicles was cremated on 
funeral pyre next to the Mount 
Olivet Cemetery, as a feature 
of National Used Car Exchange 
Week. 

Philadelphia, March 8. 

KYW strung lines to north- 
eastern end of the city last Fri- 
day (4) night to air description 
of bonfire made up of 500 an- 
cient autos. Mike for broadcast 
was set up on roof of nearby 
building, with flame-by-flame by 
Le Roy Miller. 


Unsponsored 122 Wks., 
Fishface and Figgsbottle 
Dropped for Economy 











After sticking the longest unbrok- 
en stretch of any sustaining comedy 
show on NBC, the half-hour variety 
program of Senator Fishface (El- 
more Vincent) and Professor Figgs- 
bottle (Don Johnson) curled up its 
toes Sunday (6) with 122 weeks 
chalked. And with the fold the com- 
edy team parted ways. 

NBC dropped the program as an 
economy measure; it was the most 
expensive non-commercial program 
the network carried. 

Fishface plans to continue as a 


edy label and will concentrate on 
scrivening for the ozone. For past 
month he has penned material for 
the Anacin program, while Jane and 
Goodman Ace basked on the beach 
at Miami. 

During their long, uninterrupted 
run the team of comics became one 
of the air’s most famed steady sus- 





1,501,678 (9) 
1,220,132 (18) 
782,043 (14) 


1,386,274 
858,671 
945,176 


Not among first 20 spenders 


1,256,154 (16) 893,515 
1,047,534 (13) 946,107 
1,048,683 (15) 910,329 


Not among first 20 spenders 
1,467,959 (6) 1,730,212 


*$42,497,972 


73.7% 


|* Hutchins, Paris & Peart and Campbell-Ewald included. 
| (Note: these figures compiled by the Variety RADIO DIRECTORY (Vol. 


II, in preparation.) 
| Mutual billings are employed.) 


This is the only compilation in which the correct by siation. 


tainers. NBC Artists Bureau, which 
‘handles the pair, never succeeded in 
unearthing a sponsor for them. 


STANDARD BRANDS 
PARCEL OUT 2 ACCTS. 


Standard Brands has turned the | 
advertising account of Fleischmann 
| Gin over to Erwin, Wasey & Co., 
while Royal Baking Powder, another 
subsid, has gone to McCann-Erickson. 
| Otherwise the alliance between 
Standard Brands and J. Walter 
Thompson remains unchanged, 


Chicago Meat Firm Takes 
Daily Show on WNEW, N.Y: 














| Station WNEW, New York, has | 
sold David Lowe film chatter quar- 
bey hour. Broadcast Meat Products 
of Chicago will sponsor six nights 
weekly at 7 p.m. 

Ore of largest deals ever signed 


George Hartman agency, 
Chicago. 





Joe Rines’ 78 
Transcriptions 
Made in 9 Days 


Something of a record in record- 
ings are the 78 transcriptions Joe 
Rines turned out for McCann-Erick- 
son on behalf of 20 Grand cigarets at 
the World studios in New Yo.k this 
week. He did the 78 waxinus in nine 
days, deemed sensatioral, since the 
agency was making bo»vx that he 





| couldn’t do it in his contracted 1l- 
| day period. 


Considering the £500- 
per-day rental for the World Broad- 
casting Studio, the $50-a-day for 
each musician, no overtime, etc., the 


| bringing down of production costs 


makes this an unusual thing. 
Transcription recording average 
runs five to six platters; Rines had to 
average eight to nine. He only iid 
81 sides in all, three being rejects. 
Martin Block ad libbed the come 
mercials; and the specialists come 
prised the Pickens Sisters, Eton 


| Boys, Melodears and Roy Campbell's 


Royalists (7). Don Shaw, head of 
McCann-Erickson’s radio  depart- 
ment, supervised. 

The 78 transcriptions means three 
a week for 26 weeks on whatever 
time Twenty Grand buys. Some 360 
numbers went into the 78 platters, 
four to five per recording. 


ROYALTY WITH TOUGH 
NAMES FLOORS BOYS 


Washington, March 8&. 

Quite a to-do over the influx of 
royal orientals in the nation’s capi- 
tal, with a National Broadcasting 
news commentator, Earl Godwin, 
throwing in the sponge on the for- 
eign names and referring to the three 
sisters of King Zog of Albania as 
‘Winkin, Blinkin and Nod.’ 

Arrival in town of His Roval High- 
ness, Said Bin Taimur Bin Faisal, 
Sultan of Oman and Muscat, was 
described as the coming of ‘Abou 
ben Adam Beir Mir Bis Du Schoen,’ 
by the bewildered newshawk. 

Recent delegates to the Washington 
NAB convention might be interested 
to know that H.R.H. Said Bin, etc., 
and his suite of turbaned satellites, 
hung out at the same hotel where all 
those hangovers were acquired. Sul- 
tan and his cohorts spent most of 
their time at the hotel’s windows, 
eying the 14th street traffic and in- 
triguing localites with a display of 
royal bath towels, bed sheets and 
other native costumes, with at least 
one bare foot wiggling its derisive 
toes over the windowsill of the hos- 
telry. Bets were being made in the 
National Press Club—just across the 
way—as to whether the Oman-Mus- 
catites were interested in unveiled 
female government workers, oF 
what. 


FREE RADIO PLUG 


Hervey Allen’s New Novel 
Ballyhoo on NBC Blue 











Gets 





Hervey Allen’s new novel ‘Action 
at Aquila’ was dramatized in a 30- 
minute broadcast last Saturday (5) 
over WJZ. Program was a sus- 
tainer and did not originate as sales 
promotion. It’s the second free 
plug for a new book in recent weeks. 
‘Aquila’ is published by Farrar & 
Rinehart. Script was written by 
Welbourn Kelley. . 

Other recent book dramatization 
was done by Columbia Workshop 
which aired ‘Madame Curie’ pub- 
lished by Doubleday, Doran a few 
weeks back. It was scripted by Wil- 
liam N. Robson. 


Griffin Nixes Audition: 
Another One Submitted 


Griffin All-White (shoe polish) last 
week nixed a proffered half-hour 
layout put together by Columbia. 
Show contained Bunny Berigan's 
orch, Ray Heatherton, Budd (as ® 
single, formerly Stoopnagie’s part- 
ner), and David Ross. 

CBS is now offering Hal Kemp's 
crew, without any outside vocalists 
or trimmings for the same figure the 
thumbed-down roster was auditioned 





_for. Sponsor wants to slip a show 


into the Tuesday 10-10:30 p.m. niche 
over CBS, 





Leonard J. Howe has joined the 
news staff of WHO, coming from 
WJBC, Bloomington, Il. 
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D OMENS Aa 
NUMEROUS Aa BAD 


Fold-Ups, Shifts, Much Spec- 
ulation Have Tinged Con- 
versations Recently with 
Question -Marks — Some 
Curtailment of Overhead 
Reported — Automobiles 
Started It 


FALL BIZ GOOD 





While surface conditions point to a 


sharp falling off in radio business for | ! 


rsthe spring and summer, as compared 
sto 1937, the opinion around the ad- 
vertising agencies is that fall will see 
the big and small advertisers back 
on the broadcast bandwagon in as 
great a number as prevailed last sea- 
son. Trade all around, it is pre- 
dicted, will profit from 
appropriations that were ordered 
frozen as the business index con- 
tinued its downward course. 

Agency men and broadcasters alike 
are regarding what they have run- 
ning on the books with fingers 
crossed. General run of spot bill- 
ings for January and February has 
been good, but there’s always the 
cancellation clause contained in prac- 
tically all contracts to keep the sta- 
tions agitated and wondering. Hope 
exists that the business index will 
start showing an upswing any week 
and that advertisers will take this as 
their cue to launch the summer cam- 
paign which they had been sub- 
mitted by the agency and shelved. 

Don’t Mention It! 


Interesting sidelight on the situa- 
tion is the way agencies have differed 
in their reactions. Some have taken 
the line of least resistance and 
figured that if they started talking to 
their accounts about going on the air 
the latter might recall that he had 
an advertising appropriation riding 
and decide that a cancellation in this 
direction would be a smart piece of 
economy. Other agencies have ig- 

nored the sliding business index and 

have taken to more vigorous pound- 
’ ing at their clients’ pocketbooks, ar- 
guing that it’s for them to take ad- 
vantage of their competitors’ retreat 
to their storm cellars by plugging 
their own wares more than ever. 
Outstanding case of an aggressive 
agency is Batten, Barton, Durstine & 








advertising | 


| (Sherwin-Williams) folds after 26 
to soil in the dust bowl. Leaders in | weoKs 
¥ rere: > ‘ 
reais Were: uthrauff & Ryan is inquiring for 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert $7,203, 489.70 , : 
lord 1oma = 54) Jon | available time for a spot campaign 
rm. Phonipson . 5,283,134.00] in behalf of Goodrich Tires. 

y in &® Ru B3.S21,010.40 7s “4. . - - 
nton & Le 634 240,00 Film Star ¢ osmetics 
Ruthraull & Rya 3 407,886.00 Mary Pickford wa: in New York 
“eA pee yea’ last week huddling with Ruthrauifl 
! a\ = -. =~ , . . 
Newell-Emmett 1.951.261.00| & Ryan about the exploitation of a 
; ' I I ne & | cosmetic line which is to carry the | 
Osborn 1, 801,605.90 >; 
Stack-Goble 1495 207.00 | Pickford name. 
Wade 1,457,470.) Plugging of Constance Bennett's 
lennen & Mitchel 1 380.062. 00 } 

‘ reve, RAC > . . > P i. hy 
saa irises Ww OA 1239 a oo | Cosmetic group will be handled by 
Maxon 1,146,788.00 | Stack-Goble, Chicago. 

Wallis Armstrong Co 1, P28, 40 (00 | ae 
William Esty 1,035, 263.00 | 
Roche Williams & Cunnyne- | St Louis, March 8 
ham VSS, 500 S80 | r = 
Saunas wor aeson | &MOX extended the use of its stu- 
‘rwin, Wasey 20,263.08 | dio auditorium last week to metro- 
H. W. Kastor... ...see. pm bt | politan St. Louis dealers of the 
ate ive ' «Wa : “seeeeeee . . ms ‘ " . 
MeCann-Erickson ssi.ne6s.a0| American Stove Co. More than 400 
nl toe eine md attended the meeting, called to out- 
utchins j tes TIM) SO OK js : 
“per tepeag Sa ee - z70 341.00 | line the stove company’s radio cam- | 
MacManus, John & Adams 756,429.00} paign which gets under way Friday 
Pedinr <¢ Rvyar we 16. oe _ 
Lounee Maan a « sasuzt am, | (18). M. R. Frazen of Batten, Barton, 
Buchanan sas,045.00 | Durstine & Osborne, conducted the 
Knox Reeves S51 602.00 ~ os 
Sweeney & James AIT ASO | meeting. 
fttecil, Warwick & Legler NLILIS6. 50 | ceiaeciae 
Hutet 2) MOE O20 
waa Baltimore, March 8. 
Favorable Omens Both WBAL and WFBR here tied 
—e . *ffectively Nation: Jse ar | 
National spot biz last week got w org Age “ypeagtiern — d Car 
. ~ ‘ ek. . put on hz 10ur pro- 
much additional hypo. Signs for ven - ins mM . . P hs 
, — | wre specially writte , -ough- 
spring are increasingly promising. i. a “ written aft per: n | 
. ‘ ’ > p Statio Stall, wnic i 
Association of Auto Manufacturers re 4 . Poe at n st a a 
; . , ‘lose w effective salu n 
dropping of spot series for used | C'O5® a 6Cmecuve salu & 

: ae hnths .| drum rolls for individual car manu- | 

models in laps of over 400 stations | t WFBR pl . ie tentine | 
. | facturers placed its trailer 
was a surprise goody. Studebaker, “ I ee 
: ; ‘ and mobile studio in two-hour car 
which has remained aloof from the 
. : i ; . | parade, picking up by short wave 
air all vear, is awakening with a bie: 
ni aa : .., | pack, highlights of procession and 
campaign; another layoff this sea- |) ; , t - ehhh: the 
ae rebroadcasting & intervals in 
son, Oakite, is already placing blurbs | te ee ae ‘ 
i | doings. 
through Calkins & Holden agency. | ” 
toi Tan cigars starts April 1 with a : 
spread across 60 stations. ; Hartford, March 8. 
Goodrich Tires. off the ozone for Hartford’s three radio stations | 


Osborn, which in recent weeks has 


introduced three major spot 
paigns through’ the 


cam- 


transcription 


route, and has a couple more in the 


oifing. 
they won't go network it has some- 
thing in the way of spot broadcast- 
ing that it can give them. 


This agency figures that if 


The three 


newcomers that B.B.D. & O. has al- 
ready set for disc rides are Ameri- | 
can Stove Co., the Pyrex division of 


the Corning Glass Works and Arm- 


strong Cork Products (rugs). 


PESSIMISM NO 


+ 





NBC has 13 commercial pro- 
grams slated to come off within 


the next few weeks, while 
General Mills, Chesterfield, 
Allis-Chalmers and Nehi are 


listed among the immediate and 
near future incoming accounts. 
The exits are as follows: 
H. Fendrich Cigar, March 20. 
Packer Tar Soap, April 3. 
Crystal Shaker Salt, March 
97 
Armeo, March 27. 
Sherwin-Williams, March 27. 
Ralston-Tom Mix, March 28. 
American Banks, April 11. 
Sloan's Liniment, April 11. 
Household Finance, April 26. 











two years, is feeling its way back 
with spot buying via Ruthrauff & 
Ryan. Procter & Gamble is exten- 
sively placing waxed quarter-hour 
series of Allen Prescott’s ‘Wifesaver’ 
programs, which have been sustain- 
ing over NBC all year. 

Crisco, through Compton agency, 
is concentrating spot campaigns for 
two separate regional sales drives. 
Northwest, from Minnesota to the 
Pacific slope and New England are 
the areas. Buying is big in both. 


N. W. Ayer agency has large plans | 


for the series of four-a-week waxed 


‘Howie Wing’ quarter-hours, Agency | 
_Started buying, then pulled in. Kel-| js 
| Again Cold Tablets), 36 15-minute | 


logg, who has ‘Wing,’ has not yet set 
its entire baseball-game campaign. 
Until all deals are closed, ‘Wing’ will 


| be withheld, save in regions where 


' there is no baseball, such as Arizona 


All business men and pulse-takers 


are watching the current Used Car 
Exchange campaign which 
$1,500,000 behind it. This is sympto- 
matic both as a pump-priming tech- 


has 


nique from Detroit and as dramatiz- 
ing the idea of extending instead of 


restricting advertising to drive over 
a bump section of economic road. 
Depressants 


In the case of radio stations, it is 


evident chat the A.F.M. 
have had some psychological effect 


demands 


It is also true that the recent talks 


x Chairman McNinch and Senator 


i 
ing 


and New Mexico. 
been placed on stations there. 

Stimulant to national spot is re- 
newed vigor in retail sales. Adver- 
tising placements are always graphed 
on these sales, and not on production 
of goods. Retail market has been 
strengthening. 


Wax serial has 


Small Station Promotions 
New stunt in programming is be- 
practiced in the hinterland in 
what is termed ‘self-sustaining’ 
shows. Indie, freelance 


producers interest local advertisers 














— ——— 
NBC | 0 has not disclosed whether it will 
hs, uts carry on with the MGM show be- 
: yond that date. Original contract 


with the film producers was for 26 
weeks, ending April 28, and the ques- 


tion has arisen as to whether Metro 
would be agreeable to continuing 
through the summer with a lighter 


and cheaper setup. 

Metro, it is understood, 
to renew but would prefer 
for the summer and return to 
Maxwell House period in the fall 

3 NBS Seasonals Off 

NBC-blue loses its Sunday 

afternoon program March 27. 


willing 
to go oft 
the 


three of 


yn 
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promoter- | 


Fades are seasonal 
‘On Broadway’ 
Salt) variety 
26 weeks. 
(American 
stanzas. 


(Diamond Crystal 
half-hour leaves after 
Frank Simon's band 
Rolling Mills) flits after 

Met Opera 


combined Saturday night on a New 
Car Dealers Salute as part of Na- 
tional Used Car Week. 


was fed to WTHT and WDRC. 


Boston, March 8, 
Yankee Network new business: 
American Tobacco Co. (Lucky 

Strike Cigarettes), 91 

| dise spots, daily full 

May 14. 

| Thomas. 

| Lever Brothers Co. (Spry), 
| word announcements. 

Ryan. 

Clear-Again, Inc., Chicago (Clear- 








Chicago, March 


Consolidation of the Procter 
Gamble shows into a full and solid 
hour on Columbia has been to 


start on May 30. P. & G 


set, 
will move 


by General Mills, which is moving 


Auditions 


Program emanated in WTIC and | 


one-minute | 
week, ending | 
Placed through Lord & | 


728 30- | 
Ruthrauff & | 


into the 60-minute slot being vacated | 





T WARRAN 


eS 





CBS’ Ins, Outs 


Columbia has three 
comers set for the spring. 
fin Shoe Polish, Household F 
nance, and Popsicle (May 2) 
and has 10 accounts bow 
during the next 
Part the busine 
United Brewers program with 
Lou Holtz, started Monday night 


new- 
Grif- 


Ing out 
few week 


of new 





(7). CBS foldees include the 
following: 

Wrigley’s Sunday show. 
Zenith Foundation. 
Hammerstein’s Music Hall 
(Kolynos). 

Carborundum. 

We the People (Sanka). 
Lehn & Fink (three davy- 
timers). 

H. J. Heinz—Channing Pol- 


lock 
Pontiac-News Through Wom- 
an’s Eyes. 
Vick’s Sunday Musicale. 
Lucky Strike Hit Parade. 











programs. Aubrey, Moore & Wal- 
lace, Chicago. 


Daggett Chocolate Co., Cambridge, 


Mass., 37 temperature reports, three 
times weekly. Harry M. Frost, 
| Boston. 

Joseph Breck & Sons, Boston 
| (Breck’s Seeds), 52 15-minute pro- 
grams. Peel, Denton & Palmer, 
Boston. 

Baker Extract Co., Springfield, 
Mass. (Baker’s Extracts), 25 partici- 


pation spots in the Gretchen McMul- 
len Household program, once week- 
ly. March 31 to Sept. 1°. Wm. B. 
Remington, Inc., Springfield, Mass 

Axton Fisher Tobacco Co., Louis- 
ville, Ky. (Twenty Grand), 78 5-min- 
ute programs. March 14 to Sept. 9. 
Placed through Young & Rubicam, 
| Inc., New York. 


McKesson & Robbins, Inc., New 
York (Calox), renews with 260 15- 
minute disc shows, five times week- 


ly. Listing: ‘Joyce Jordan, Gir] In- 
terne.’ Gardner Adv. Co., New 
York. 


Emerson Drug Co., Baltimore, Md. 
(Bromo-Seltzer), 39 15-minute pro- 
grams, Sundays, April 3 to Dec. 25, 
1938. Placed through J. Walter 
| Thompson, New York City 

Knox Gelatine Co., Johnstown, 
N. Y., 26 participations in the Gret- 
chen McMullen Household program, 
Fed- 


‘twice weekly, ending April 22. 
eral Agency, New York. 


chen McMullen Household program, 
ending July 22, 1938.° Lord & Thom- 
as, San Francisco. 

| = 


| Chicago, March 8. 
| Earlier rumors that 
|readying to quit its ‘Court of Miss- 
ing Heirs’ program over 
this month are without foundation. 
Skelly Oil has indicated to its 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, 
that it will continue beyond its 26- 
week mark which takes place in 
|'March and go for an additional 13 
stanzas and likely to right 
through the summer. 


| agency, 


go 


Procter & Gamble Shows, an Hr. Soli, 
Step Into Gen. Mills’ CBS Breach 





«CBS SCORES ONE ON NBC 


IN SPORTS EXCLUSIVES 


NBC got a jolt when CBS stepped 


Lindsay Ripe Olive Co., Lindsay, | 
Calif., 52 participations in the Gret- | 


Skelly was | 


Columbia 
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Mall's Pan 
At U.S. Cigarets 


isturbs Admen 


— 


a) 


Pall Mall cigaret radio advertising 
COpy J 
ment 


exciting some trade « 
In stressing purity of its own 
product the cigaret is hammering 
across a very strong case that: 

All other American cigarets 
made of flavored and colored 
shredded straw with a few traces of 
real tobacco faintly present. 

(b) American purity laws are lax 
ind ineffectual but English laws really 
protect the consumer 

This slap at competitive brands 
and at the standards of the United 
States is seen by some advertising 
men as very dubious wisdom. 


OmM=- 





(a) 
are 


NBC NAMES CONCERTS 
TO FOLLOW TOSCANINI 


Symphony concert series that will 
run through part of June has been 
arranged by National Broadcasting 
Co. to immediately follow Arturo 
Toscanini. All have been set for 
the same 90-minute spot used by 
Toscanini on Saturday nights and 
will be network from largest NBC 
studio. Five name conductors have 
been scheduled. 

Carlos Chavez, Mexican conductor, 
will direct the same symphony mu- 
sicians handled by Toscanini on 
March 12, 19 and 26. Artur Rod- 
zinski, Cleveland maestro, is set for 
April 2, 9 and 16. Pierre Monteux, 
of the Boston Symph, who drilled 
the Toscanini group, is scheduled for 
| April 23 and 30. 

Sir Adrian Boult, BBC symphony 
conductor of London, will baton May 
14, 21. Bernardino Molinari, maestro 
of the Augusteo concerts, Rome, ex- 
pected after Boult. 


2 New Radio Corps. 


Albany, N. Y., March 8. 

Airways Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
New York, has been chartered by 
the Secretary of State to conduct a 
radio broadcasting business with a 
capital stock of $500,000. Coudert 
Bros. filed the incorporation papers. 
James E. Hughes, Paul Jordan and 
1G. Truman Thomson are listed as di- 
' rectors. 

Kingston Broadcasting Corp. has 
been chartered by. the Secretary of 
State at Albany to conduct a general 
radio broadcasting business, with a 
capital stock of $15,000, $15 par 
value, 

Directors are John 
Long Island City; Norman 
man, Brooklyn, 
Colves, Mount 


| 


R. McKenna, 
B. Fur- 
and Benjamin S. 
Vernon. McKenna 
and Furman, with Florence Wolin, 
Brooklyn, are subscribers to one 
hare of stock each. 

Cashin & Ewig, Kingston, 
filed the incorporation papers. 


Mi te 


CRISCO CHOOSEY 


Chain Breaks if Fellewing 
(.A.B. Top-Rank Programs 


Buys 


Crisco account spurted into action 
ver the past week-end with a re- 
for immediate availabilities for 
break announcements in 
New England territory. Markets re- 
quired were booked within 12 w 


quest 


chain the 


rk- 


at af reer lit ‘ograms over to NBC on that ,/? and secured an exclusive ine rt ing hours 

Burton K. Wheeler have depressed | °" taking periods on local stations, |! Programs overt I K. of C. trackmeet at Madison Square '"8 rs. . ad 

the spirits of broadcasters by sug- | S¥aranteeing them the return of the | Gate. Garden, Sat. (12). Spore sorec-ahpaig hae te pe ae 
| gesting an artificial limit on profits, | ™oney spent. | P. & G. programs will fit in be- On the 1A.A. meet last Sat. and ss her icicle oT re oe. a 
* Failure of the networks, notably Contests are run in which listen-| tween 1 and 2 p.m. New York time, the A.A.U affair the week previous « er Pipi yt it ilgo. 

NBC, to assert themselves ageres- ers vie for prizes only by sending! and will mark the bundling together NBC held pons rth pte ahaa rating Ace pes _— wang : a 

sively in biz-chasing and biz-building i” dimes as ‘entrance fees’ and ‘ex-|of at least four, and perhaps five, cares ponte due to th e Toscanini pro pein cedBiveee gan poe rr ae a: : . the 

has struck a negative note. Out f pressions of goodwill.” Promoters | programs which have been nag pm and consequently gave th or since ri ii 

the present ‘slough of despond,’ how- | $¢t theirs and are able to kick back | out all over the yey and networks corevine sctvilegea to WOR. Trade breaks was worthwhil 

ever, it is expected that broadcasting | the sponsors’ outlay from this col- Programs slated to fit into the new) “7 -— mae wane wort , : — 

will shake itself is new alertness lection. Stunt is being chiefly | 60-minute slot are ‘Ma Perkins,’ Shout $3,000. Mod! on ames Gar- esa day terrier en oe ‘f mast 

aiter a season marked in more ways Worked currently on small-town | ‘The Goldbergs.’ ‘Road to Life,’ prey ac a payoff when mikes. , ms . a a thi goer ee 
than one by sluggish drifting. ’ |New England broadcasters. It’s a ‘O'Neills’ and ‘Kitty Keene, Inc. ae itecale ie ae the ae, Bt se oe cag ie oh atin ari 

After all the figures for 1937) takeoff on black-and-white space ads | Since these make five shows, it is| cusich tetas wits dedi coe fain Miatineeetl gaat with 

4 (Vartery Radio Directory, Vol. II in| carried by pulp mags for years. | possible that two of these shows, | With Toscanini fadins wilh Reece .. . T te formerty handled 

Preparation) are the best assurances General Foods has renewed its | will share a network, one taking the | Saturday $ broad ast NE | sp wor de “> tt ge Ra soe 

of all that radio broadcasting’s pros- , contract for the Maxwell House spot | east and the other the west. Some | the K. of € . carnival and — - : F ( ‘ , “y * ys a Pe * Ny vy. this 

perity rests on a solid foundation | On the NBC-red for another 13 } will originate in Chicago and others | prepare for it, when Columbias grab cam prez, also } cul ! 


that can not be readily blown off like weeks, effective after April 28 but out of New York was discovered. k from Florida 
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Follow-Up Comment 


/ 





would she say? Whereupon Mrs. 
Chasens obligingly explained she’d 
ask hubby to meet the bus from the 
11:15 train. 

Whole first half of the Allen show 


Edward G. Robinson-Claire Trevor | talks about ‘the double standard’ to | Was pretty much sock stuff, but the 


combination continues to decorate his 14-year-old daughter and does it 


that Rinso half hour from Hollywood | with beautiful delicacy. 
entitled ‘Big Town,’ wherein each | 
week the underworld does its dirty | what—but how. | 
work, but eventually comes to grief slick and professional. 
and justise. It’s a crime-does-not-pay | 
(except as a literary theme) ar- | 
rangement, that has the advantage of | for 





Mennen’'s shows 


clarity. Its plot is kent simple and | after an unimpressive getaway. A | about laxatives on the air, that 
easy to follow. It builds a consider- | great deal, perhaps still too much, is | phase of the product came in for 
able tension. This was displayed crowded into 15 minutes, One re- surprising attention. 
anew in the evisode dealing with the cult, however, of this crowding is sc ci 
‘numbers’ racket. that nothing takes very long, and, fgggar Johnson, author and critic, 
Writing and direction are tight | the ees I therefore relatively did a 15-minute book reviewing 
and the two leads carry through very | zippy throughout, That is always | ctint on ‘Let's Talk It Over,’ NBC 
ingratiatingly. There is a wisp of |a production asset for a comedy | pine custainer for women listeners. 
romance, but not enough to antago- show. | = lili | As is often the case when tome tab- | 
nize the mush-scorners. surbig copped some good Bis8ieS | hers face the mike, broadcast had 
Rinso sales dramatization, wherein |in the process of cross-firing with that extremely serious aura which 
a couple quarrel over the washing | announcer John Holbrook and also 


session with himself as 
It was not hard to take 


ef dishes with the husband standing /in a spoof 
on his lord-and-master rights of | Cinderella. 
non-co-operation with the after-meal 


debris, was the sort of radio ad-| ing of the studio audience. Denial 
vertising that makes people smile | has been made that any claque is 
indulgently. Its absurdity is not, ; used, but, nevertheless, there is one 


however, necessarily askew with the’ an annoyingly loud and unnecessar- 
aims of advertising. Even the smilers | ily enthusiastic laugher that comes 
got the idea—use Rinso and you 
don’t have to dry the dishes. Cut- 
ting one process in the dish laundry- 
ing problem, 


tracting and serves no useful pur- 
pose, if it is a plant, and if it’s un- 
intentional should be eliminated by 
the engineer or producer. It’s bad 
balance somewhere. 





Hendrik Van Loon, a _ sustaining 
spieler over NBC, predicts Adolf 
Hitler will be ‘out’ very soon. This 
prophecy he made some time ago, 
and last week he attempted to am- 
plify and clarify. He did not alto- 





Dorothy Thompson coasted through 
her NBC blue broadcast for Pall 
Mall (1) with a rambling, stalling 
account of how foreign correspond- 
gether succeed, although he argued ents get news. Whiie this subject is 
fairly. His point was that Hitler is; ckay and even romantic, it 
antagonizing the ‘real England’ that | pretty thin to stretch 12 minutes. An 
will eventually rise and smite him | awful lot of material is needed to 
down. Neville Chamberlain won't | cram real meat into that many clicks 
count when and as the conscience of | of the ticker. 

Albion asserts itself, the commenta- | Microphone voice of Miss Thomp- 
tor declared. ;}son is rather thin and high-pitched, 

Sheer sensationalism of his thesis | and leaves something to be desired 
must have held Van Loon a large | on the score of personality. It is her 
audience throughout his quarter | newspaper and lecture platform per- 
hour. But that he convinced any- | formance rather than her radio per- 
body is less certain. His own state- | formance, an echo of the others, that 
ment that enemies cannot be wished | scores in a big way. 
away seemed the appropriate an- 
swer for his wishing the English con- | ‘Stepmother,’ strip script for Col- 
science into active exercise, i it} gate tooth powder, is heightening in 
should turn out as Van Loon pre- | plot tension in connection with 
dicts—and he goes off the deep end | sample giveaway as test on show af- 
with a flat prediction of ‘in a year or | ter four weeks on Columbia web. It’s 
so’—his cornmercial value as a radio | evidencing considerable strengthen- 
commentator would be greatly en- | ing of writing, with general tone of 
hanced. | program rising. 
| All the old-time meller stuff but 

Andrew Carnegie’s career as _ indicating the sort of stuff the femme 
dramatized over Mutu:1 by Famous | afternoon listeners lend a ready ear 
Shoe made pretty good listening. It | to. 
was substantially factual with a| 
minimum of gush. Program natural-| adie Cantor did a takeoff of dif- 
ly is going to steer clear of any con- | ferent types of radio announcers last 
troversial aspects of ‘Famous For- | wednesday night (2) over WEAF- 
tunes’ and Carnegie’s social-minded | wRC for Texaco. Only so-so. 
benefactions placed him on a spe-| Neither as pungent nor as complete 


cial plane ameng his contemporaries. | t : le ouple 
His use of his wealth, once he piled | a the same idea handled a coup 


: : ; | of months ago by Sheila Barrett. 
it up, differs from the average just | Deanna Durbin and Bobby Breen 
enough to suvgest that in an in- | guested on the show. Former sang 
creasingly criticai age Producer John | ‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes’ and could 
Bates has to pick his steps with care. | profitably have encored at least once. 
Program now has a merchandising | Bobby Breen offered ‘While the 
contest: Fortune Shoes-Famous For- Mighty Organ Plays,’ with Miss 
tune programs—Essay on Most For-|purbin contributing ‘a couple of 
tunate Person in World. It’s a fairly | jines, Not much of a combo, since 
plausible association of ideas all the | pot, are sopranos. . 
way. A Buick goes to the best let- 
ter-writer, 

















Hollywood Parade show last Wed- 
nesday (2) for Lucky Strike over 


Jerry Danzig-Daye Driscoll team | WEAF-NBC handed out a tribute to 
of vox poppers for WOR, New York. | mr. and Mrs. Warner Baxter as the 


took their cables into the Carroll |typical ‘Mr. and Mr ollywood.’ 
Club (for Catholic working girls) I Dek Powell Sor uae eaee va pte 
and ‘surprised’ the young ladies in | : 
the midst of an attack of self-con- 
scious giggles that hardly subsided 
long enough to get in much else but 








| cisco when he was just a kid, after 


ge kirt ee ; /and his wife met in a small stock 
Quizzing skirts anything and | company in California, and their life 
everything, dangerous or _ contro- 


versial, and barring the spontane- | 
ously interesting—which did not | 
manifest itself this time—it’s a strug- | 
gle by the two fellows to get across 
much beyond their own affable per- 
sonalities. It was a half hour in 
slow tempo, 


position and security. 


| lead the simple life. 


made it sound natural 
| plausible, 
even in 


Amusing, however, 
setting 





Tenderleaf Tea’s amiable collection 
of personalities united under the 
caption ‘One Man's Family’ origi- 
nates from San Francisco and talks 
about real places in and near that | q 
city. This authenticity is a small 
background detail that few other 


to glamorize the folksiness., 





ay night 


tion of Milt Gross’s 


Indeed the care and skill displayed | Ho}loway was the writer who has re 
by author Carleton Morse is re- : 
markable not alone for its own in- 
trinsic merit. but as a contrast with 
the slappy-sloppy attitude tnd crafts- 
m*nship of most script writers. 


comforts him into the jitters. Bi 
| was only mildly funny for the aver 


It | as in the original form. 


‘One Man's Family’ illustrates now 
The how here is 


Henry Burbig program on NBC 
improvement 


But still hard to take is the laugh- | 


through the microphone. This is dis- | 


was | 


| Baxter and his mother left San Fran- 


| their home had been destroyed in 
| the earthquake and fire, how Baxter 


| nowadays, when they’ve won wealth, 


Idea was to present the actor and 
his frau as folksy-folksy people who 
It was expertly 
scripted for its kind and Dick Powell 
and fairly 
that 
out to picture a 
couple as just folks, Hollywood had | 


Rudy Vallee program last Thurs- 
(3) offered a dramatiza- 
‘Maybe It’s 

- | Better That Way,’ which appeared 
script programs ever bother about. | jn jast month’s Stage mag. Sterling 


| cently arrived in Hollywood. Walter 
| Catlett was the studio wiseacre who 


age listener—not nearly as effective 


|signals were off for the second 
|portion. Allen and his troupe 
| struggled through a muddled script 
| that was supposed to satirize Charlie 
| Chan whodunits, but largely drew a 
| blank. Commercials were introduced 
| in the usual cute Ipana-Sal Hepatica 
| way, but were too long. Also, after 
, all the to-do a couple of seasons ago 


| must be appreciated by the club- 
| femme type, if not by the ordinary 
| housewife. 
There was nothing in Johnson’s 
| delivery or script to lighten the talk, 
give it a more informal, brisk touch. 
| If June Hynds had not interrupted 
; with questions, fact that was John- 
son’s reading the comments would 
have been less obvious. Voice in it- 
self was all right, but tone produc- 
tion was off and diction was not too 
| clear, 





Lloyd Hughes of silent films dis- 


making on a ‘Hollywood in Person’ 
appearance. Recently returned from 
five months’ engagement in Aussie 
features, Hughes said that climactic 
conditions and scenic background 
in the Land Down Under com- 
pared favorably with those of 
Southern California for shooting 
exteriors. However, the seasons 
there are reversed, winter being in 
June, July and August. The actor 
did not touch on Australia’s tech- 
nical equipment, financial resources 
and production-talent material. Ex- 
cept to state that Eric Thompson, 
formerly with MGM and Walter 
Wanger, was technical director of the 
company for which Hughes worked, 
and that the makeup man (unnamed) 
had been with Columbia. 





Walter O’Keefe and the material 
writers compounded an exception- 
ally strong assortment of laugh stim- 
ulators for Packard’s foldee broad- 
cast last Tuesday night (1). The cast 
reversed the usual procedure by 
bidding one another ta-ta at the 
opening program. For a while af- 
ter that the lid at self and sponsor 
kidding was completely off. 

O’Keefe, after lamenting over the 
short careers he has had on succes- 
| sive programs, explained that the 
show was going off for the summer, 
adding quickly, ‘You know, we're 
| have a very early summer.’ It was 
a consistently funny script. 








Shirley Temple, among an as- 
sortment of players, was heard over 
Mutual Friday night as the ‘preview 
premiere’ of ‘Rebecca of Sunny- 
brook Farm’ (20th Century-Fox) 
turned out to be different in name 
only from the usual spraying of 
compliments and gush, These ses- 
sions as heard—cold—3,000 miles 
away are uproariously comical un- 
conscious’ self-burlesquing of the 
film colony by itself. The hokum is 
poured out of containers. 

This is not to belittle a good job, 
by George Fischer who was presum- 
ably paid by Mutual but working 
for Darryl Zanuck. He officiated at 
the mike under difficult circum- 
stances and handled himself well. It 
was a tough fill-in on occasions with 
the presence of newsreels cameras 
and a constant request from them to 
| ‘repeat’ the hello speech slowing 
down matters. 








Homer Croy, tagged as writer of 
| most of the pictures in which Will 
| Rogers appeared, gave a laughable 
explanation of his w.k. gag, sending 
letters to friends on the stationery of 
| other people and_ establishments, 
many of them bizarre, in an appear- 
ance on Hobby Lobby over CBS. 
Author had a good ‘line,’ which he 
| sold well. Said that he peddled his 
first story, written on the back of 
business paper he had picked up, to 
Theodore Dreiser, then editor of 
| Butterick Publications. Fact that he 
used such letterheads—from neces- 
| sity--attracted attention of everyone 
t in the publishing office, Croy said. 

Noticeable that his mike date, like 
that of several others recently heard 


This one moves leisurely. | on ‘Hobby Lobby’ ‘We the People,’ 
etches character with infinite small! For one thing, it was too insidey Energine News Reel, and = similar 
touches. Nothing terrifically imvor- | for general radio consumption, it | PTO&rams, had a publicity angle. 


tant happened in ‘Chapter Nine-Book 


was based too much on local angles. 


Pilots of these shows appear willing 


25.’ In fact, it was just a visit.| Most dialers through the country to cooperate on the drum beating. 
People talked en famille. Nothing | must have wondered what all the , Even doubling is permitted. For in- 
very witty nor profound. But, in es- | shootin’ was for. stance, Jerry Cardinale, the ditch 


eence, the trick works because they 
make it sound sincere. They 
just short of that vague line bevond 
which the hokum congeals into icky- 
ness. 

Clifford is at one noint discovered 
jn a hospital bed in the act of having 
his person washed by the nurse. The | smoke-eater in the business. 
nurse is pretty, Clifford is debonair. 
The situation is a human every- 
day hospital situation. But just 





stop | Fred Allen uncorked one of hi 
most hilarious sessions last Wedne:s 
Gay night when he interviewed Mrs 
Chasens, of the Jersey 


| with gems from the boobyhatch tha 
it was actually over too soon. 


Jisteners into a trifle closer attention. 
Clifford is married, but not playing | her husband back in Jersey Home 
at it very much. The nurse affair | stead, but was 
eur7cests complications to come. 


Homestead, 
| Monmouth Co., N. J., volunteer fire 
company, billed as the only femme 
Bit was | 
fairly long and yet was so crammed 


Tag 
‘shocking’ enough for radio to jolt | on the stint was the real payoff. Mrs. | 
| Chasens asked to send a message to | 


informed by Allen 
| that it was against FCC regulations. 
Thus, the carrv-over interest. At one | However, said Allen, if she were/and_ nice 


| digging tenor, as a plug for his debut 
gs | With Alfred Salmaggi’s Hippodrome 


-|Grand Opera Company, recently 
' guested on two such networkers 
within a week. 
ciate 
| ‘Musical Steelmen,’  house-pro- 


duced program of the Wheeling Stee] 
Corp., at 5 p.m., Sundays over WOR- 
Mutual has grown smoother and 
slicker since last caught and is now 
fair enough as regular entertain- 
ment. Ciaimed all the talent is from 
" | among company’s employees. Stand- 

outs Jast Sunday were Sara Riehn, 
rhythm singer with plenty of lift 
tone; Kathleen Nelson, 


t 


point a thoughtful and kindly dad allowed to send a message, what } Lucille Bell and Lois May Nolte, har- 


cussed Australian methods of picture | 





Shows Duck Tough Opposition 








been optioned by advertiser that 





Three NBC accounts have obtained changes in schedule as the re- 
sult of other commercials folding. po 
work to permit a running client to better his spot if it hasn’t already 


U. S. Tire is slated to take over the spot now held by Eddie Cantor- 
Texaco, March 30 (NBC-red, 8:30-9), in order to avert competition 
with the Fred Allen Show. Ponds Cold Cream is set to move into 
the 8:30-9 p.m. niche on the blue, 
from having Edward G. Robinson and Claire Trevor against it Tues- 
day nights, while Fibber McGee and Mollie (Johnson Floor Wax) are 
going over to the 9:30-10 spot on the NBC-red, Tuesday nights. Latter 
program is now on at 9 o’clock Monday nights, same network, with 
the Lux Radio Theatre as competition. 


It’s been the policy of the net- 


wants to join the network. 


April 1, and thereby getting away 








| 

| ‘HOUSEBOAT HANNAH’ 

| Dramatic Serial 

| With Henrietta Tedro, Norman Gott- 


schalk, Edwin Love, Franklin 
Adams, Jean McDonald, James 
Andelin, Gene Byron. 
Transcription 

CRISCO 


Daily, 2:30 p. m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 
(Compton) 

No use dwelling on how much this 
title was inspired by the late Marie 
Dressler’s ‘Tugboat Annie’ or how 
much following the sponsor hoped 
to catch by the similarity. Suffice it 
to say this is no sequel nor replica. 
It’s another aggressively ordinary 
hoke meller about good old Hannah 
and her warm-hearted pals, Bridget 
and Ellen, and about Ellen’s tearoom 
and her somewhat errant admirer, 
Clem O'Leary. 

It seems business isn’t so good at 
the tearoom. That’s probably not so 
surprising in view of an unexplained 
rumor about rat poison. But another 
poisonous bit on the show is the 
brogue that br-r-rs through’ the 
script, begorrah. It’s enough to drive 
a body daft, that it is. 

Commercials are plenty windy and, 
according to the blurb, make Crisco 
a truly marvelous product. It seems 
that if the housefrau buys a three- 
pound can, she gets just three times 
as much as in a one-pound can. 
Maybe Ellen ought to try some for 
her tearoom. 

Show is produced in Chicago by 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert for Lava 
soap. It’s waxed there and spot- 
placed around the country for vari- 
ous sponsors. Compton agency han- 
dles it locally for Crisco. Hobe. 





‘YOUR FAVORITE HYMN’ 

With Mr. and Mrs. W. O. Ulrey, 
Herbert Koch 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Thursday, $:36 p.m. 

WHAS, Louisville 


Quiet, slow - moving stanza of 
hymns, with a message in song for 
law breakers who are lingering be- 
hind prison bars. Presented by Lil- 
lian B. Ulrey, aided by her husband, 
‘Major’ Ulrey, head of the local Vol- 
unteers of America, charity organi- 
zation. Herbert Koch handles studio 
organ. Major delivers a ‘crime does 
not pay’ sermon, Felons must get 
awful sick of that rub-in. 


Mrs, Ulrey copped publicity about 
a year ago, when she appeared on 
‘We, the People,’ to sing a hymn for 
a young man who was awaiting exe- 
cution in a Western prison. Has rich 
contralto voice. Herbert Koch’s or- 
gan accompaniment makes a suitable 
background, and the hymns are de- 
livered with a warmth and fervor 
which leaves no doubt as to the sin- 
cerity of the singer. Hold. 





mony trio, and a Croation string 
group. Understood Miss Riehn, of 
the firm’s bookkeeping department, 
is slated for auditioning in New 
York, 


menting employee relations and orig- 
inates in WWVA, Wheeling. Visual 
audience is apparently composed of 
,}employees and friends and a more 
| enthusiastic mob has rarely been 
| heard. Reported that the Mutual 
network stations were recently 
added to the hookup at the request 
of the firm’s Coast customers. Show 
is frequently referred to as the 
| capitalistic ‘Pins and Needles.’ 








‘Witch’s Tale’ (WOR, N.Y.) 
has reached the 317th chapter of 


eerie, hair raising original tales by 
Alonzo Dean Cole. Tales are stand- 
outs of writing and acting, holding 
interest for the entire 30 mins. It’s 
| probably just as well that the ‘cast 
| reaches the air later than the aver- 
age youngsters’ curfew as they go for 
| this sort of stuff. For adults it’s nice 
|} entertainment. Though the situa- 
| tions are hackneyed, bright dialog 





and good sound effects combine to | 
| gloss that over. 
| } 

| Tale told last week was rather 


disturbing in its realistic portrayal 
by the cast. The femme half of the 
newlywed pair concerned in the 
| story, must have raised many a hair 
| with her sudden hysterical outburst 
j on being able to see the flame of a 
| lighted candle through the body of 
| her supposedly solid hostess (who 
eventually turns out to be super- 
natural). Rest of cast were equally 
good, especially 
hostess of the tourist home. 


Show is aimed primarily for ce-. 


the part of the | year-before-the-fair 
cently. 


‘HISTORY MADE WHERE YOU 
LIVE’ with RADCLIFFE HALL 
|15 Mins.—Local 
| TROY SAVINGS BANK 
| 7:45 p. m., Monday 
WGY, Schenectady 
(De Rouville) 


A smoothly scripted, carefully pro- 
duced show. On each broadcast the 
history of a city or village in North- 
eastern New York is narrated. Fit- 
tingly. the first program recounted 
the history of Troy, with the bank’s 
founding woven into the main thread 
of the story. 

Radcliffe Hall. announcer-produc- 
tion man at WGY, acts as narrator 
and all-parts actor. Brief scenes 
supplement the r-nning account. 

Jaco. 


Pacific Coast Netes 


Harry Maizlish tied up the orange 
show at San Bernardino for exclue 
sive KFWB miking. 











James Marion Fidler (and we do 
mean Jimmie) tied for another year 
by Procter & Gamble’s Drene. 

Stroud twins optioned for another 
13 weeks on Chase & Sanborn. 





Columbia studio opening set back 
a week to April 9 as a convenience 
to the home office tinhats, who'll 
private car it west. 





Wendell Williams transferred from 
N. Y. to NBC’s continuity acceptance 
dep't in Hollwood. 





Kelly Anthony, KFI-KECA pro- 
gram director, back in harness after 
malta fever siege of two months. 





Rudy Vallee heads for the other 
coast after March 17 broadcast. 





Jack Runyon, of Lord & Thomas, 
auditioning new lineup for Union 
Oil. David Broekman, John Nesbitt 
and Donald Novis on the dais. 





William S. Paley and Paul Kesten 
in Lus Angeles on personal missions. 
| Father-in-law of CBS prexy passed 
away and Kesten’s mother ill in San 
Diego. 





Charles Vanda was all set to pour 
it on agency producers at Authors 
Club luncheon when a bevy of them 
barged in. His ad libbing in the 
20-minute spot won him a pat on 
the back by Emcee Rupert Hughes. 





Ted Bliss is planting trees on his 
valley acres when he isn’t producing 
| shows at KHJ, Los Angeles. 





George Jessel’s Mutual program 
'now sponsored by Fresh Fish Dealers 
of Southern California. 





Eddie Holden (Frank Watanabe) 
doing his dialect bit in ‘Battle of 
Broadway’ at 20th-Fox studio. 





Daisy Hoffman is now in charge of 
sales promotion for Titan recording 
studios, San Francisco, and Harry 
| Carney, ex-KFRC, is chief noisician. 








| Sportscaster Ernie Smith is adding 

a new half-hour show, ‘Hot Stove 
Leaguc,’ to his schedule on KYA, San 
Francisco. 





| Maurice Gunsky, warbler, will be 
used 1n a new transcribed series to 
be waxed by Titan studios, San Fran- 
cisco, shortly. At the same studios 
| Sam Moore has just completed re- 
|cording another 26 episodes of his 
| ‘Swamp Caesar’ serial. 





‘Bughouse Rhythm’ cast, heard Fri- 
days over NBC’s nationwide Red web 
from San Francisco, made its second 
| personal appearance within a week 

at opening of the Hotel Whitcomb 
Roof. Conductor Jack Meakin, com- 
,mentator Archie Presby, Natalie 
|Park (Martha Murgatroyd), scripter 
| Lee Strahorn and Meakin’s orchestra 
| also were on hand at the Golden 
| Gate International Exposition’s one- 
banquet _re- 
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| ' 
U HOLTZ TOBY WING LILLIAN AND DOROTHY GISH ‘KITCHEN OF , | DINTY , 
with: Dick Himber Orchestra, Ted | With Ralph della Selva ‘The Twe Orphans’ | With Jennie aes Fiver tel — 
Husing, Kay Thompson Guest Interview § Mins. | 30 Mins.; Local 115 Mins. 
| Comedy, Talk, Music 10 Mins. CALUMET-SWANSDOWN | Participating OLD GOLD 
< 30 Mins. Sustaining Thursday, 8 p.m. | Daily, 10:30 a.m. | Thurs., 7:15 p. m. 


WICC, New Haven 

In New Haven with ‘You Never 
Know,’ warming up at Shubert, Toby 
Wing good-willed at WICC as guest 
of Ralph della Selva, local question- 
putter. Long-time Paramount tilm 
player, has nice microphone delivery. 
Interview, however, showed lack of 
preparation, and except for occa- 


TROMMER’S BEER 
Monday, 8 p. m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

Something is very, very wrong. 
Before this nightmare of a broadcast 
there should have been a rehearsal, 
and before the rehearsal there should 
have been an audition. Surely by 


WABC-CBS, New York | WABY, Albany | WABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) | A new householder, rather routine | (Lennen & Mitchell) 

Gish girls teamed up on the Kate |" conception and presentation for| Dinty Doyle, who is radio colums 
Smith program and turned in a good cooperative sponsorship under ; the nist for the N. Y. Journal-American 
performance, although appearance | €8!s of New York Power & Light. | pinch-hitted for George McCall, Old 
was not altogether successful due to | Broadcasts originate in the model Gold’s regular film chattist, when 
the script. For the latter, files were kitchen of corporation's Albany head- the flood conditions around Holly- 
thumbed all the way back to a legit quarters. List of sponsors include A & | wood put the network's telephone 


lines out of order. Cecasion 











1938 radio must have devised a 
working system to prevent what no 
charitable impulse could possibly 
find grounds for excusing. 

How? Why? Who? The thing 
literally doesn’t make sense. Not in 
1938, not on a major network, not 
for important money. Rightly or 
wrongly Lou Holtz personally must 
take part of the rap. With his long 
vears in the theatre, with his own 
unhappy experience with radio ma- 
terial on previous occasions, how 
could he accept such silly, meander- 
jing, pointless chatter? One inter- 
minably embarrassing, unfunny min- 
ute after another, dragging by and 
dragging down Holtz completely, 
wrecked the comedy part of the 
show, and, by the same token, the 
show itself. It is a comedy show 
despite a few minutes of sport talk 
by Ted Husing, despite several mu- 
sical donations by Dick Himber and 
a song by Kay Thompson. This one 
is cooperative, a la the George 
Jessel program. In N. Y. it’s a suds 
account. 
of Toledo cooked up the idea, okay 
to start with and a practical sales 
initiative to cop more biz by opening 
up important talent to local sponsor- 
ship. It just goes to prove—again— 
that a sales idea is always blah un- 
less the production holds up. Here 
the product makes a sap of the pro- 
motion. 

The whole undertaking of the first 
program was super-colossal in re- 
verse. It never rose above the level 
of a pancake. The lilt of Himber’s 
music, the businesslike zip of Husing 


and the zing of Miss Thompson sim- | 


ply finger-pointed the unprofession- 
alism of the humor department. Billy 
K. Wells was supposed to author. 
Is there a doctor in the house? 
Land. 


ESTELLE M. STERNBERGER 
Talk 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 12:30 p.m. 

WOR, New York 


Tabbed ‘The Woman Editor of the 
Air,’ this is commentator stuff from 
the femme angle. 
no means sufficiently high-powered 
to stampede the unattached sponsor 
field, it’s fairly good listener fodder 
for the housewife. At least, if mi- 
lady is as intelligent as Estelle M. 
Sternberger’s discourse indicates she 
thinks, 
serials are tough witnesses for the 
opposition, 

Spieler’s topic on the session 
caught (3) was adventure in every- 
day life and her thesis was that most 
women give in too easily to the hum- 
drum life. If they yearn for adven- 
ture, excitement, romance, find it 
vicariously through stories they read, 
films they see, etc. To say nothing 
of those daytime radio serials. 


Miss Sternberger’s particular point | 


was a book, ‘Assignment to Adven- 
ture,’ about to be released. It’s by 
Irene Kuhn, a newspaper woman 
who refused to let her life become 
commonplace, refused to accept ad- 


venture second-hand, refused to be a | 


decorative nonentity in a man’s 
world. Although the commentator 
may have strayed overboard in her 
zeal for feminine independence and 
adventure and while she certainly 
did exhaust the subject via repeti- 
tion, she had a vital point to drive 
av particularly from the women’s 
slant. 


Miss Sternberger’s voice is okay | 


and her wordage is sufficiently lucid 
and colorful. 
enough bet for sponsorship of cer- 
tain products for the women’s mar- 
ket. She would do better to include 
several topics per program, to keep 
her remarks pungent and avoid be- 
laboring one subject. Miss Stern- 
berger is head of World Peaceways, 
Inc. Hobe. 





FRANK CRUMIT 


sional leading questions general ef- 
fect was minus. 

This was Della Selva’s first show- 
ing on WICC after some while with 
competition exhaler, WBRY. His 
| voice registers, but his approach 
could be a lot more natural. Elem. 


GEORGE GRIFFIN 
Songs 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 
Thursday, 12:15 p.m. 








U. S. Advertising Agency | 


Still, those moronic daytime | 


She seems a fair | 


WJZ, New York 
Baritone is one of NBC’s plugs for 


the 12:15 p.m. open spot on the Blue | 


network across the board. While 
Griffin has a mildly pleasant voice 
and manner, he by no means turns 
the session into a high spot for the 
noon period. Singer lacks real zip 
or style and his mike personality is 
colorless. 

On program caught (3) he offered 
two songs, ‘More Than Ever’ and 
‘Shine on Harvest Moon,’ both com- 
monplace. House hand followed with 
a tune and the show was apparently 
aimed to proceed, but was suddenly 
broken off for news dispatches spon- 
sored by Esso. Hobe, 





‘SNOW WHITE AND SEVEN 
DWARFS’ 

| Transcription 

115 Mins.—Local 


| WHAZ, Troy 


Platter carries tunes giving what 
| is described as a ‘musical preview’ 
of the Walt Disney cartoon. From 
| its turntabling, listeners will gain a 
| strong impression that the animated 
|ecartoon picture has a lilting, sing- 
able, whistleable score. May be a 
| question as to how far the musical 
excerpts will go in selling ‘Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs.’ As in 
all transcribed clips from pictures, 
this one is rather jerky. A narrator 
tries to tie story of the action to- 
gether, but transitions are abrupt 
and numbers are almost cut off. 

Announcer signed off broadcast 
with tabbing of local’ exhibition at 
Proctor’s. Jaco, 





| ‘WAY DOWN EAST’ 
| With Karl Swenson, Agnes Moore- 


Although it is by|,,head, Wilmer Walters 


15 Mins. 

| Transcription 

DANDERINE 

Daily, 2:15 p. m. 

WOR-Mutual, New York 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 

Described as a sequel to the origi- 
nal tear-jerker, this series goes in 
for the folksy-folksy stuff. Principal 
characters are Anna and David Bart- 
lett, their blurbling Davey, Jr., and 
David's father, old Squire Bartlett. 
Sessions caught (3) dealt with the 
couple’s efforts to lift the old man 
out of his grief over the recent 
death of his wife, Mother Louise. 

Just while the Squire was un- 
leashing a free sample of his phi- 
losophy of the contentment to be 
found in resignation, little Davey 
toddled downstairs to coax gran’pop 
for a story before bed. It softened 
up the old geezer like a haymaker 
|on the chin and the hearthside was 
;}engulfed in happiness. All of which 
was enough to give a literate listener 
the fidgits. 

Commercials fore and aft ex- 
plained how Danderie in simply too, 
too wonderful for the hair. It'll make 
miladyv lovely, glamorous and popu- 
lar. Men use it, too. And even Lit- 
tle Junior will some day thank 
{momma for using it on him and 
| guaranteeing him a thick thatch. 
Hobe. 











| 

| essences 

‘NATIONALITY MELODY HOUR’ 

| With Hy Schneider, Billy Meyers 
Orch.; Joe Viasak, guest artists 

| 60 Mins.-Local 

METZ BREWERY 

Sundavys, 4-5 p.m. 

| WAAW, Omaha 

(Bozell and Jacobs) . 
First local production of any size 

| to be aired in year or so, This va- 

| riety hour is paid for by beer and 








play of 1876 vintage, ‘The Two Or- | 


phans’ by John Oxenfoot. It was 
from this meller that D. W. Griffith 
adapted the silent film ‘Orphans of 


Storm’ that the Gish sisters were 
co-starred in years ago. 
Effort was made to concentrate | 


the body of the whole Oxentoot opus 
into 9 mins. Result was that the 
sequences were choppy and much 
of the melodramatic tlavor went out 
the window. 

Lillian Gish played the blind sis- 
ter, and Dorothy the one who ac- 
cidentally lost and finally found her. 
Kate Smith acted as m.c. and gushed 
and gooed like a junior high lassie 
meeting and getting an autograph 
from a ten-twenty-thirt’ stock com- 
pany ingenue. Orchestral back- 
grounding and bridging by Jack 
Miller’s crew was very good. Bert. 


EVELYN GERSTEIN 
With Edith Tyleston 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Tuesday, 3:45 p.m. 
WICC, New Haven 


WICC has Evelyn Gerstein, N. Y. U. 
extension lecturer at a New Haven 
high school, doubling in weekly air 
shot. Program briefs on new films, 
some previews and others current in 
New Haven. Pictures mentioned in 
show caught were ‘Bringing Up 
Baby’ and ‘A Slight Case of Murder,’ 
both seen in projection room; ‘Gold- 
wyn Follies,’ ‘A Yank at Oxford’ and 
‘Of Human Hearts,’ all shown 
locally; and ‘Redhead,’ foreign re- 
vival skedded by indie theatre. 
Miss Gerstein had attended all ex- 
cept ‘Yank,’ for which she relied on 
VARIETY preview (with credit). All 
productions mentioned were praised. 

Slanting her spiel at New Haven 
film-goers, chatter apparently forgets 
WICC coverage in station’s key city, 
Bridgeport, as well as other Con- 
necticut towns in radius. Fact that 
some films are released in other 
spots before they come to N. H., as 
well as after, ought to be considered. 
Probably would be more sensible to 
omit local references. 

Miss Gerstein reveals ample back- 
ground and has effective delivery. 
Script could be improved, especially 
from standpoint of average film- 
goer. Commentator works’ with 
Edith Tyleston of local amusements 
weekly, ‘Theatre News,’ who appears 
under pen name ‘Penatrix.’ Latter’s 
chore putting questions which Miss 
Gerstein answers. Miss Tyleston for 
some reason tagged program with 
plug for local high school _ pro- 
duction of ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ hardly 
in place. Elem. 


BASKETBALL BROADCASTS 
With Al Mitchell, Jim Woods 
Two Hours—Local 

DECKER BROS. 

KGLO, Mason City, Iowa 


For the first time in Iowa sports 
history, airing of the state sectional 
cage tournament has been permitted 
by the Athletic Association. Tourney 
here is ethered on KGLO from the 
high school gym. Idea is to measure 
box office effect of the airings. 

Al Mitchell and Jim Woods of 
KGLO's staff do the spieling, al- 
ternating on the play-by-play and 
commentary on the games. Because 
of CBS time commitments only two 
games were aired each night, from 
8 until 9, and 10 until 11 p.m. 

Barkers showed ease and knowl- 
edge of the game in handling chores 
and response to the broadcast ap- 
parently favorable, particularly since 
the gymnasium is S.R.O. Because 
of this angle it looks as though 
KGLO may obtain permission from 
Secretary George A. Brown of the 
I. H. S. A. A. to air the district tour- 
nament if it is awarded Mason City 
next week. 

District is the next step to the 
state elimination at Drake fieldhouse 
in Des Moines, when the prep cham- 
pion is decided. Dave. 





P Food Stores, new to Albany area 
radio. Women listeners are invited 


|to attend broadcasts, the food pre- 


pared each day being distributed to 


the femmes bringing the most 
| guests; an hour cooking school is 
conducted. With the facilities of a 


large utility company on tap, a more 


showmanlike Kitchen of the Ajr 
might be expected. 
Present pattern is along the too- 


familiar lines of a 1932 householder 
It the ‘take-one-cup-of-flour, 
t-a-k-e o-n-e c-u-p o-f f-]-o-u-r’ type. 
There must be women who weary of 
such didactic, verveless broadcasting. 
However, many stations and spon- 


1S 


{sors believe otherwise, holding that 


in daytime radio the ‘service’ angle 
offsets any lack of showmanship. 
Mrs. Parkinson undoubtedly knows 
her cooking and bakin, but she has 
things to learn about the art of mi- 
crophoning. Her voice, while clear, 
is sometimes pitched too high, is 
lacking in color and flexibility. Read- 
ing of manuscript tends to be la- 


bored, slow, meticulous. although a| 


little improvement is noted. On 
several shots heard, speaker pulled 


| her head away from the microphone 


in talking over it to women in the 
auditorium. Mrs. Parkinson should 
relax, 
vivacious, friendly, informal 
terer, 

She works in plugs for various 
sponsors: A & P brands of coffee, 
etc.; Brody’s Milk, Keller’s Bread, 
Forst Meat Products. A weekly 
prize is offered for best 25-word let- 
ter on why the listener likes 
products of any of the program pay- 


ers. Spasmodic sound effects are 
used. Fact ‘Kitchen‘ is the only | 
local of its kind probably helps. | 


Apparently produces results, neriod | 


being extended from 15 to 30 min- 
utes, Jaco. 


‘OUR GAL SUNDAY’ 

With Dorothy Lowell, Kar” Swenson, 
Carleton Young, Robert Strauss, 
Jay Jastyn, Irene Hubbard 

15 Mins. 

Transcription 

MYSTIC CREAM 

Daily, 12:45 p. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 


All daytime serials sound pretty 
much the same. At least they all 
sound as if they’d been written by 


| the same person and out of the same 


formula. ‘Our Gal Sunday’ 
forms to type with a vengeance. 

Hoke in this case take. the form 
of a yarn about an ex-doorstep baby 
who has married Lord Henry Some- 
body-or-Other, had a misunderstand- 
ing and reiurned to the two old 
miners who raised her. She has her 
baby with her—and the ether is be- 
labored with appropriate sound ef- 
fects. They're fleeine now from the 
little town of Blue Ridge, where 
Gal Sunday was rapidly acauiring a 
male admirer and where Aunt Alice 
was about to become helpful in an 
undesired way. 

Only the part of Gal Sunday 
written directly, so the actress who 
plays is fairly convincing. Most of 
the others are simply ca‘icatures and 
no amount of trick-voice stuff brings 
them to life. Baby is particularly 
phony. 

Whole thing is pretty terrible for 
an initiate in the business. Mystic 
Cream, according to the commercial, 
is a product of modern science, Only 
a few drops and you too can have 
lovely hands, just like the Hollywood 
stars. Blurbs aren't more than 
usually pompous. Hobe. 


con- 


is 


‘BOSTON EDISON TEA PARTY’ 
with Charlee R. Hector Orch., 
Emma Maurice Tighe, Ken Oven- 
den, and Walter Burke 


| 15 Mins.—Local 
| BOSTON EDISON LIGHT 
| Tuesday, 4:45 p. 


WEEI, Boston 


should strive for the more | 


ap- | 
proach of the seasoned menu chat- | 


the | 


For 
Pm women comprise the bulk of 
| dialers, 


| are 
| 
| pearances of members of that group 


lof them 
| sponsive 
| gers for the product. / 

| Rand, possessing limited radio ex- 


| to 
| laughs. 
| the-mikers. —some of salvos are like 
| family 
| ping rather clouds reception 
| homers. 


gave 
Doyle two opportunitie., neither of 
Which as fulfilled should cause him 
much discouragement or exaggerated 


hopes. Doyle split his commercial 
debut between posing as a mimic 
and dishing chitchat about such per- 
malities as Eddie Cantor, Abe Ly- 
man, Rosa Ponselle, Edgar Bergen 
and Bing Crosby 

As a raconteur Doyle was okay 
until he got around to imitating Fred 
Allen and W. C. Fields. It is said 
that he improved immeasurably on 
the repeat show. Considering the* 
pinch-hitting background of his stint, 
Doyle’s assortment of anecdotes 
packed a satisfactory level of gen- 


eral interest. 
} oes 


The columnist’s voice 
exceptionally well with the 
loudspeaker. His close acquaintance 


with the business revealed itself in 
the deftly measured timing of his 
routine. Odec. 


‘CLUB MATINEE’ 

With Jackie Heller, Ransom Sher- 
man, Judy Talbot, Bennett and 
Wolverton, Harry Kogen Orch. 

Variety 

60 Mins. 

Sustaining 

| M.-to-F.; 3 p.m. CT 

WENR, Chicago 
This is a daytime shot sustaining 

out of the Chicago studios of NBC, 
|fed over the blue and picked up by 
various stations on the web. These 
stations use the program according 
to their needs, with the program 
|broken into convenient 15-minute 
|periods to facilitate cutting in and 
out. 

It’s a solid afternoon’s worth of 
variety and rates as good entertain- 
ment, especially suitable to the air 
| considering the surrounding flood of 
shows that are the 
usual dose of afternoon radio, 

Heller is on the show as top-liner 
|}and contributes his standard brand 
'of vocalizing. Heller evidences a 
new sense of being grown-up, and 
it’s good. Has dropped some of that 
bouncing approach, and is going in 
more for straight singing. Sherman 
handles the m.c. job capably and 
manages to insert a sufficient num- 
ber of gags and laughs to keep the 
pace happy. 

Standout on the show caught was 
Judy Talbot, a singer with a fine 
bright quality in her voice. Warbles 
pop tunes with a lilt that bubbles 
| through the loudspeaker with a car- 
load of personality. Gal sounds as 
if she’s got a winning pair of tonsils, 

Betty Bennett plays the piano and 
sings in alto while’partner, Joe Wol- 
verton, twangs a mean guitar. Form 
a pleasant musical team, Gold. 


| dramatic strip 





— 


| GRENFELE. RAND 
| Sidewalk Interviews 
| 15 Mins.—Local 
SPAULDING BAKERIES 
| Daily, 12:05 p.m. | 
| WOKO, Albany 

Local version of ‘Vox Pop’ for 
|which a large listening audience 
'was gathered during two years the 
‘late Royden N. Rand did_ the 
| quizzing. His son took over assign- 
iment, temporarily, during Rand’s 
illness early last fall, and perma- 
nently following his death, He has 
ithe mike set up in Troy one day; 
|in Albany, the other four. 
local listening, at an hour 


it has sufficient to hold at- 
Inasmuch as housewives 
target, frequent ap- 


tention. 
sponsor's 


order. Even though some 
are not particularly re- 
to queries, they are plug- 


lare in 


perience, does a fairly good, if not 
a vreat, job. Voice is smooth and 
personality pleasant, but tendency is 
over pun and to over play for 
Plenty of fun for round- 


affairs—but the quip- 
for at 
Street noises are sufficient 


party 








With Sylvia Clark, Broadway Jesters aimed at guzzlers of all nations. er eae (B.B.D.&0O.) | distraction. tand should watch his 

Transcription | Staged in Sokol auditorium, which Edison Light and WEEI are using | auestions and the habit of thinking 

15 Mins.—Local | seats about 1.000. Only time in radio | ‘23 SKIDDOO’ Charles R Hector’ WEEI-house out loud. Each interviewee receives 

ALKA-SELTZER | historv here any local program has | With Herman Chaney Orchestra lband to effective advantave on this baked goods, plugged on a direct 

Thursday, 9:15 p.m. been so staged, and gives hour con- | 15 Mins.—Local \late matinee frame, Tuesdays and | Spiel or through keyed interroga- 
ae | siderable impetus, Prove mage 15 Thursdays. Emma Maurice Tighe, | UOns. Jaco. 

(Wade) Idea behind programs is to aim | Mondays, 9:15 p. m. !Home Service Director of the Bos- P a apypsaes 
Dise suffered from a chronic ail- each program at certain nationality. | KOMA, Oklahoma City ton Edison Company, hostess. a7 DO YOU WANT A JOB.’ 

ment afflicting many musical e.t.| This one, for instance, catered to} Second night in the station’s new |spiels out two less than one minute With Hank Hook 

series—crowding of contents which) Swedes and had as guests locally re- | studios W. S. Lukenbill and the |helpful idea from the E yn | 15 Mins. Local 

necessitates a_don't-spare-the-hosses | nowned Swedish Chorus. KOMA staff slipped in first airing of | Friendly Kitchen Ken Ovenden eater papa 5 . 

pace that makes for listening that; Scripting is done by agency with) this show without pre warning via mooth station spieler, handl tine Puesday, 7:15 p.m, 

can hardly be relaxed. aid of Hy Schneider, radio dialect} press or radi Scene « barroom | announcing, unobtrusively, KGLO, Mason ¢ ity, Ta. . i 
. Crumit does his standard m.c.,! vet. who likewise runs the show off.! of nickel beer nd free lunch days Each frame headlines a guest, t As a re riage lis weekly 15- 

Plus piping the recording on and_| Billy Mevers band one of the best | with such songs as ‘Tw Little Gir] date all vocalists. Today's (1) tor nute sf] miore than a dozen une 

off. Sylvia Clark has good mate-| hereabouts, and offers several cap-!jn Blue. ‘In the Baggage Coach Walter Burke, whose tw lo EMpios + i i ded sp : on paye 

Tial for her monolog comedy and able soloists in featured spots. Joe Ahead,’ ‘Onlv a Bird in a Gilded ere outcla ed bv hi pia! 0 I i ~ erviev a. y e — 

knows how to project it to prime! Vlasak. tenor, heads singing contin-|Cage’ and ‘Curse of an Aching | ley with the orchestra. Burke's p.pe a Hank Hi M k, K iL 4  Blib 

advantage. Mechanical misfortune! gent. Orville Weimer handles an-} Heart’ being aired by beer guzzling |need doctoring for diction, moreé 1 e Street,’ conducting the 

which marred her act was the fake | nouncing | quartet. clear-cut enunciatic na wH seoweanil i } 

‘studio audience’ laughter and palm- Nicely done. Quin. | Snappy come-backs, i.e.. ‘razzama- | Hector, a former musical director Hook snterroga es the job-sec kers 

patting; it was artless and hence | —-- — taz,’ ‘Oh, vou kis hkabibble’ and ; for CBS, has an appetizing tempo ¢ f te u ei : am nm ston = xperience, 

pepeny phoney and a distraction. WOKO, Albany, fed to CBS Sat- = bring back memories “oo music, ot he out of hee. go dit A forces horny ware 0 elt or Pern 

y ; /OCE “day rh a 95- sre high-top sho nd bustle davs. er- j}cians, under expert Daton wWield:ng program script wil S] 

ein, Hae ae ee Me ge ogg a 7 ethaarge os oe ae an Panes and KOMA staff orches- | Ora Dodd writes and produces the | to keep the tunt from the direct 
$ pair of fast s v £ Orch bees k: ay. Feanciocen Prinses Coe =. tra furnish n e with quartet made | frames, which makes it a top WEEI- , “Gime me a job’ plea 

the oral tut? with , AAs —— Anthony-on-the-Hudson, it being one | up at aha iol members. : locally produced show Four dlers are interviewed week 

Plugs are good, boned to a work- | of a series in Columbia's Chorus Smoothness of initial airing shows | A free copy pamphiet of bread | ly, along with Frank Ball, boss of 
able and effective minimum of time | Quest. Father Dominic Rapp did | good handling in advance work. | cas is sent for the asking. te state employment office in Mason 
and bragging. Bert. jnumber announcing. Lew. Norm. | City. Dave. 
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Coast Flood Puts Network Engineers 
On Mettle: 





Off Chain for 30 Hours : 


Los Angeles, March 8, entire office force was evacuated 
— aes Sa ; is a precautionary measure. All 
California s brand of rain, better dams held and city engineers said 
known as ‘hish 10g, nestay ohio that at no time was there any serious 
wit radio from Wedne St ee ath ng nwer of & tteck. SWE tok én 
the country. Ten inches of rainfall as Otr Mayor Frank Shaw in w apran 
in three days put all lines out and me Seon pre commended red _ 
engineers w “re put to th le Prudent hand! ng ol its news broad- 
te oie means of getting at es ind aid to the emergency com- 
»ut-of-town. For around 30 h ou Shortly ae 
>t “k are ‘Vere’ r » the . 
“i tworks ™ re severed from @i1 ara er ae Bien ween tenets in 
local outlets. orking order and network contact 
Heaviest gamage was to lost time, wore , mpl ted 
the three networks estimating that When Los Angeles became isolated 
around $15,000 would have to be re- quring the recent flood, Harrison 


bated to advertisers. Don Lee Coast 
chain of 27 stations was hardest hit, 
Lewis Allen Weiss, general manager, 
figuring an $8,000 payoff would about 
settle accounts. NBC counted its loss 
at around $2,500 and Columbia was 
expected to top that figure by $1,000. 


Indies said their aggregate loss 
would total $3,500. Mechanically, 
Columbia's KNX was the worst off, 


it's transmitter at Sherman Oaks, 
10 miles from Hollywood, be- 
ing in the midst of the flood’s sever- 
est ravage. For the better part of a 
day it was necessary to short-wave 
programs to and from the studio by 
means of-.a hastily constructed set. 
Les Bowman and his staff of techni- 
cians at- KNX rated a bravo from 
Donald W.:Thornburgh, CBS western 


about 


division chief, for their resourceful- 
ness in keeping the station on the 
air and being the first outfit to get 


word to the east of the actual con- 
ditions. 
How It Was Done 
NBC’s A. H. Saxton also performed 


engineering legerdemain in meeting 


the emergency. Only by means ot 
contact with RCA’s powerful trans- 
mitter at Point Reyes, near ’Frisco, 


was it possible to get through three 
big hour shows last Thursday. When 
dawn broke that day the lines were 
still down and the damage made 
more complete by the dynamiting of 
weakened bridges, fouling toll cir- 
cuits. It was up to the engineering 
staff to pipe east Rudy Vallee, Bing 
Crosby and the Metro ‘Good News’ 
show. After testing most of the 
morning it was declared feasible to 





Tut-Tut 





Norman Nesbitt, speaking 
Friday night over Mutual, sum- | 
marized the flood conditions in | 
Hollywood and Southern Cali- 
fornia with a strictly booster, 
Chamber .of Commerce, busi- 
ness-okay-as-usual emphasis. 

It was a glib and well-done 
line of palaver that tut-tutted 
the whole thing, while saying a || 
word of two of regret about the 
150-odd victims, who unfortu- 
nately seemed to suggest it was 
rather serious, 











have the Point Reyes station pick up 
the shows off KFI’s broadcast ban | 
and relay to NBC’s KPO in 'Frisco. 
From there it was shot east. 
Mutual's Don Lee cre 
with the network 


w hooked up 
outside of Ne -- 


hall, 40 miles from L. A., and got 
through after being isolated along 
with the others. From out of all the 


experiments made by engineers of 
the three networks something should 
develop of lasting benefit. Colum- 
bia’s emergency equipment looked 
like something that Rube Goldberg 
might have invented in a nightmare. 


But it worked and that’s all that 
mattered. 
Hams Have Their Day 
With all lines of communication 


completely ruptured, it remained for 
the amateur short wavers to 
tain the only contact with the 
side world. NBC's Saxton pressed 
five of the ‘hams’ into service and in 
that way messages were relayed be- 
tween the east and west, the twain of 
which weren't meeting at all. Trans- 
radio Press won the plaudits of the 
press for maintaining communica- 
tion through the storm period. 
Although all local stations came to 
the immediate aid of the emergency 
and broadcast bulletins every 10 
minutes, it is likely that quite a few 
complaints will be forwarded to Fed- 


eral Communications Commission. 
Attempting to outdo one another, 
several of the indies went over- 


board on the seriousness of the situ- 


ation and created fear and panic in| 


many quarters. So alarmed was an 
agency outfit in Hollywood at a sta- 
tion's report that the dam above 


Hollywood might give way that the’ 


'in California. 


main- | 
out- | 





Happy to Oblige 


New York radio 
gleefully rubbing 
pective 10° palms midday 
Thur when it looked like 
none of the big shows from the 
Coast ec come through, and 
emergency being 
lined up. 

They really did a yeoman job 
lining up available talent and 
authors, but wound up a good- 
will proposition as _ Vallee, 
Metro-Maxwell and the others 
came through all right. For a 
spell, though, it looked like an 
agents’ holiday. 


agents were 


their pros- 


} » 
aay 


yuld 


revues were 








| 
manager of KFI- 





Holliway, general 
KECA, with 20 years of radio ex- 
perience, turned on all his candle 
power and for some time tried to 
figure a system that would get, 
through the barricade of elements. 
For many years Holliway has been 
an authority on short wave. While 
other station managers were trying | 
to blow down panic blurbs, Holli- 
way and a staff of technicians went | 
to work on a plan. Rigging up 
‘beer’ mug mike, a portable trans- | 
mitter, a short wave setup and the 
combined facilities of KFI-KECA, he 
supervised the first transcontinental 
broadcast to go out of Los 
Angeles, giving a first hand account 
of the flood’s ravages. 
Later Holliway called on 
his technicians, 


six of 
who have short wave 


sets in their homes, to contact state 
highway patrolmen_ outside’ the 
stricken area, asking them to short 
wave general road information. 
Picnic Rained Out 
Des Moines, March 8. 

KSO's ‘Tall Corn Time’ broad- 

cast over the Mutual network, was 


| dedicated Feb. 28 to Iowans in Cali- 
| fornia. 


The radio salute was timed 
to coincide with Iowa Picnic Day 


called on account of rain. 


Doyle for MeCall 


Picnic 





Dinty Doyle, Hearst radio editor | 
on the N. Y. Journal-American, 
states he now knows how it feels 


to make the radio deadline with hot 
Hollywood chatter. 
| last Thursday (3) for 
Call on Old Gold, 
the only N. Y. 
that displaced the Hollywood origi- 
nal, 
Others 
after at 
make 


George Mc- 


came through all 
first appearing 
necessary 


right 
unable to 
connections. 


via CBS, being | 
substituted program ' 


| iia and There 


Ralph Burgin, Jr., mikeman, has 
transfered from WPTF, Raleigh, 
._C.. from WSJS, Winston-Salem. 


George T. Case new production 
panjandrum at WODNC, 
N. C. From WIS, Columbia, S. C. 

plotter at 
series-ing 
Pender 


Ernie Smith, program 

WBIG, Greensboro, N. C., 

‘Your Star Reporter’ for D. 

grocery chain 

personnel changes at 

John M 
Roland 


Recent 
WCSC, Charleston, S. C 
Rivers, new _. station 
Weeks, new commercial chief, com- 
WROL, Knoxville; Lynn 
program plotter. 


boss: 


ing from 
Gearhart, new 
Cecil Carmichael, now continuity 
editor for WBT, Charlotte. Former 
bureau manager for United Press. 
Novelairs, male trio, are being 
auditioned by CBS for a commercial. 
Regularly warble for Wheaties over 


WMCA, New York. Evelyn Pro- 
chaska is personal manager 
Dick Bray, sportscaster for WKRC, | 


Cincinnati, joins Crosley staff this 
week a istant to Red Barber, 
baseball miker on WSATI and foot- 
ball air worker on WLW 

Les Quailey, field director for 
N. W. Ayer, Winston-Salem, com- 


pleting arrangements with WSJS to 
broadcast the baseball games of the 


Salem Twins this summer, for 
Kelloge’s 

Jay Jostyn is the sole original 
member of ‘Love of Mary Sothern,’ 


which ticked off its 8,000th perform- | 





ance last week. Now for Hinds via 
Transamerican. 
WNEW, New York, starting regu- 
lar broadcasts from World’s Fair. 
First from administration bldg. 
Louis Tappe in as copy chief in 
WINS, N. Y. sales dept. Tappe | 
worked with Al Schillin, new com- | 


mercial chief at station, in the agency 


| biz. 


WBRY remoting Leonard Reed's 
band from Clover club, New Haven, 
which makes four dance pick-ups in 
city for station. 


Walcott Wylie, until lately pro- 
gram director at WTHT, Hartford, 
has same job at WBRK, 
vent in Pittsfield, Mass. 
tineau has charting job at WTHT. 

Frank Tracy and his variety pro- 
gram off WNLC, New London, for | 
several weeks, due to hospital so- 
journ, 

Couper, sales 


George exec 


| York to grab off some spring ac- 


| counts. 


International Radio Sales 
Chicago planning to move out of the 


| Hearst building and into the center | 
He substituted | 


of radio and advertising row on the 
| boul Mich 


Peggy Morgan, niece of orch 
| leader Russ Morgan, contraltoing on | 
| WPEN, Philly. 


Adelaide Erwin, formerly on staff 
of } Mee hester Journal and the wathe- 


Wis Renews Threat to Quit NBC: 
Blue Service Might Shift to WCFL 


Chicago, March 8. 

WLS will go 
NBC 
the granting to WLS of a permit by 
Com- 
50-kilo- 
Transmitter 


that 


independent of 


Possibility 
tirely follows 


the Federal Communications 
mission for the erection of a 
will 
1938, 


which the current con- 


watt transmitter. 
be put into operation on Oct. 1, 


the date on 


tract between WLS and NBC ex- 
pires. Under the contract WLS has 
been leasing the use of the WENR 


| transmitter, which belongs to NBC. 

WLS and WENR share time 50-50 
' and are on the NBC blue web. 

At the present time the WLS 
agreement with NBC gives the net- 
work permission to demand time on 
| WLS for commercial programs on 28 
days’ notice, with the time allotment 
to NBC being two hours in the morn- 


en- | 


| ing, one hour in the afternoon and 
an hour and a half at night. 

WLS been using the WEN 
|; transmitter on a lease arrangement 
for.the past seven years, and for 
greater part of that time has 


has 


station and network, 
go indie the 


for should WLS 
network would have 


web programs. 


threatened to quit before. NBC 
however, has been on extremely 
friendly terms with WCFL, the Chi- 


Federation of Labor 
and there is a possibility of making 
a deal with that outlet should 
WLS negotiations fall through 


cago 


the 





Durham, | 





— — 








The Show Must Go On NBC 


(Printed herewith is transcript of announcement delivered on be- 
half of NBC by Jack McCarthy Thursday night (3) after the evening- 
long tension of the three de luxe Hollywood hours, Royal Gelatine, 
Maxwell House Coffee and Kraft Cheese was finally over at I1 p.m, 
It made, in the broadcasting, an effective summation of the network's 
own attitude on showmanship. 

Ladies and gentlemen: Tonight the National Broadcasting Company 
brought you its regular feature commercial programs despite the dis- 


astrous flood storms in Los Angeles and Southern California. 
From Hollywood tonight the big broadcasts came into your home 
Actors. comedians, musicians, singers—announcers, engineers—all 


appeared before the microphone to bring you the greatest in radio 


entertainment. 
Yet 


behind every broadcast program from the West Coast tonight 








|lie Courier, 


new CBS | 
Bob Mar- | 


|Woman’s Opinion’ 


firm in| 


the | 
been 


seeking for the construction of its 
own transmitter so as to be com- 
pletely independent of such a rental | 
arrangement. 

Negotiations between NBC and/! 
WLS are due to start immediately 
for the retention of relations between 


only the half-time WENR for its blue | 
WLS has frequently | 


hours could not 
be available for 


ascertain 
the coast to 
Angeles, 
Coast tonight. 


let in Los 
the Pacific 
in rowboats and on foot worked 
the transmitte1 
their shows. 
NBC in New 
open all day. 
layed messages to another in 
And 
tonight 
connections 
down, 
—some four 


this is how programs 


between Hollywood 


hundred and 


audience. 


In radio, too, the show must 





whether 


coast 
cooperation and facilities of station KFI, 
it was possible to schedule the programs from 
Special lines 
wood studios to station KFL. Engineers and telephone trouble shooters 
all day 


Artists remained in the 


York kept telephone lines to its San Francisco office 
From San Francisco short-wave amateur operators re- 
Hollywood. 
messenger boys on the run to the NBC 
from 
Station KFI broadcast the programs, 
and 
the powerful RCA receiving station at Point Reyes, California 
seventy 


grams. From Point Reyes it went by line to San Francisco, where 
NBC put the program on its networks and out to you—the radio 


go on, 


there was a’ story of drama. For 24 hours radio and _ tele- 
phone technicians have been working in boots and slickers in order 
that the tradition of the entertainment world might be carried on. 
THE TRADITION THAT THE SHOW MUST GO ON, 
Throughout the day Hollywood and most of Southern California 
have been without telephone or telegraph communications with the 
outside world. And NBC broadcast headquarters in New York for 


programs from Hollywood would 
networks. Finally, through the 
the NBC Red network out- 


were run from the NBC Holly- 


to connect the studios with 


studios rehearsing and timing 


These amateurs 
studios and station KFT. 
Hollywood were brought to 
but because the 
of the country 


kept 


you 
line 
were 


the rest 


miles away—picked up the pro- 








joins WHAM 


help Art Kelly, p.a. 


Ken Sisson has upped his orchestra | 


'to 30 pieces with the addition of six 


violins for his Canadian commercial 
from Montreal. 


Bert Igou and Sterling Harkins are 


|currently filling vacancy caused by 


the resignation of Danny Seyforth, 
program director and talent scout 
for KWK, St. Louis. 


Lester E. Cex, president of WTMV, 


East St. Louis, due back to his desk | 


ithe middle of month after a pro- 


longed sojourn in Florida. 


Josephine Halpin, whose ‘One 
Dairy Co. is a daily KMOX, St. 
/Louis, show, flew to her old home, 


|New Orleans, to handle q word de- 


| scription of the Mardi Gras celebra- 
| tion for KMOX and perhaps for) 


of | CBS net. 
| KXBY, Kansas City, stopped off in| 
| Chicago last week on trip to New | 


Oklahoma Network has been 
| booked for 11%2 hours political talks 
|with race not yet officially open. 


over KSL, Salt Lake City, chosen for 
| American Students’ Musical Award. 
i|Gets one year’s voice study in 
| Germany after Sept. 1. 

| Ron Gamble, ex of WHIO. Day- 
'ton, O., joins announcing staff at 
— Detroit. 


a Boots and his Buddies have re-| 


| sumed a weekly KONO, 
/ San Antonio. 


spot on 


for the St. Louis | 


‘come east Friday 


" “HOTEL BREAK 


NOT CAUSED 
BY FLOOD 


Ironic twist about the lower Cali- 
fornia floods which balled up net- 
work radio last week was that they 
had nothing to do with the break- 
down in transmission of Columbia’s 
lone major commercial over. the 
two-day (Thursday and Friday) pe- 
riod. All but the last 10 minutes of 
the ‘Hollywood Hotel’ hour failed to 
night from Los 
Angeles because of a wire-service 
disrupting storm between San Fran- 
cisco and Denver. Only other com- 
mercial that CBS lost out on was 
George McCall's ‘Hollywood Whis- 
pers’ (Old Gold) Thursday night 
(3). Dinty Doyle, radio columnist 
of the N. Y. Journal-American, 
pinch-hitted in this spot. 


|Network preparing for celebration NBC came through with all 
of first anniversary April 1. |; scheduled commereials from. the 
—_——— Hollywood, while Mutual received 

Rampton Barlow, baritone, heard its slated sustaining shows from 


KHJ, Don Lee’s Los Angeles key. 
CBS also had to pass up the west- 
to-east transmission of ‘Hollywood 
Showcase’ Thursday, but the follow- 
ing afternoon it was able to bring 
on a sustainer via shortwave from 
KNX, Los Angeles. 

Fear that NBC wouldn't be able 


(to clear the Rudy Vallee, MGM and 


| agencies, 


Bing Crosby shows out of Holly- 
wood Thursday night had two 
J. Walter Thompson and 
'Benton & Bowles, scurrying around 


Peter Molyneaux, Texas Weekly during the day for substitute pro- 
| publisher, has returned to the air grams. B. & B. had Eddie Cantor 
| via the Texas Quality Network | lined up to go on for Maxwell 


| every Friday me. 


| Tom Dickey’s Showbers and the 
|'Moana Hawaiians now on early-bird 


| Dorsey for 


House coffee for $10,000 and J. Wal- 
ter Thompson was talking about 
whipping up a show around Jimmy 
the Kraft or flying the 


program, ‘Dial-a-Smile,’ for WOAI, | Vallee troupe to San Francisco when 
'San Antonio. word came through NBC in New 
. _ York, at 5:15 p.m., that everything 
| B. R. ‘Pat’ Patterson has joined Would be okay. 

the commercial staf¥ of KABC, San, Interference during the Vallee 
Antonio, | show that night was bad. due to fact 


*‘Havioft Show’ 
| weekly over KTS San 
| Tune Wranglers, ie Ms band, 
Margaret West in Inti spots. 


} 
-_ 


Vivian Verte all-gal orchestra} 
Pipe on KONO, San Antonio, once | 
a wee 


station, | 


York CBS execs and 


|that the sun was going down at the 
airing twice {time on the Pacific and to the broad- 
Antonio. | 
and | £0ing ship, but the service cleared 
|up shortly after the MGM 


casting of code messages by an out- 


show got 
Started and the transmission was 
practically without blemish through 
| the balance of that program and the 


Kraft stanza. 


Radio Sales | 








| John Flora, assistant to Stan! offices. Sylvia Carlie has replaced 
.| Shaw on Milkman’s Matinee, | Majorie Parry as his secretary 
|WNEW, N. Y., on” vacation” in > a 
| Florida. , Mill Spooner, organist at WFIL. 
. | Philly, and Charley Sansone, pian- 
Ken Church, commercial manager | ist with house band, have teamed up 
lof KMOX, St. Louis, visiting New in new show tagged ‘Console and 


Keyboard,’ heard weekly. 
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Hf the Diplomats 


By Bob 


Strong Note—‘Whatdya mean, it 


Utopia— Hollywood. 


Sterilized Goid—Detroit. 


Manchukuo—Spot Broadcasting. 


received.’ (signed) 
Gestapo—ASCAP. 

‘May Pay War Debts’— 
Reparations—Boake Carter. 





Crisis—Sponsor gets fresh with adman’s wife. 


Siberia~--New York, after Hollywood, 
Democracy—Four A’s convention. 
5-5-3—‘C.A.B. Doesn’t Mean a Thing’ 
Purge—A time contract from Street & Finney. 


Jotalitarian State—Agency controls full account. 
Anschluss—Edgar Bergen and Charley McCarthy 

The Polish Corridor—Chain break announcements. 
Rome-Berlin Axis—J. Walter Thompson-Standard Brands. 
Sources Close to the Foreign Minister—Vic Ratner. 


Vote of Confidence—‘Your notarized photostatic affidavit has been 
Ruthrauff & Ryan. 
The Party Line—Instructions from G. W. Hill. 


Allied Chemical may go radio. 


Conspiracy-—Any news story favorable to a competitor. 
Beer Hall Putsch—Night life skirmish for an account. 


Reported Radio 


Landry 


ain’t commissionable?’ 








ACTIVE E. T. 
RIVALRY 


Ben Selvin stepped out as genera! 
manager of Muzak this week to be- 
come general recording program di- 
rector of same outfit. Joe Freed, of 
Freed-Eiseman, takes over spot va- 
cated by Selvin in downtown office 
of Muzak. His arrival is held up 
due to illness although he was ex- 
pected to take hold Monday (7) 
while Selvin moved to take up quar- 


ters in new studios being built on} 


West 46th street, N. Y. 

Selvin will devote his time to new 
branch office and programming for 
Muzak under the new Warner Bros. 
setup. Latter recently bought inter- 
ests of North American Utilities in 
Muzak. 

Under the rearrangement Muzak 
will operate studios for use by agen- 
cies buying transcriptions and re- 


cordings and as a subsid of Associ- | 


ated Music, which will peddle the 
music library. Plan is to enter into 
direct competition with Radio Corp. 
of America, World Broadcasting and 


similar platter services. ‘Wired 
Radio’ interests of Muzak continue 
unaffected except for personnel 
change. 


Freed has sold his interest in radio 
receiver manufacturing firm with 
which he had been associated for 
over 12 years. Although thought to 
be out of business, firm has been op- 
erating as stock set supply source 
for department stores, etc. 


GEO. HAMID BOOKS WLS 
UNIT FOR CARNIES 


WLS barn dance group has been 
taken over by George Hamid office 
for booking around carnies in east- 
ern U. S. and Canada and fairs dur- 
ing summer months. 

About 20 hillbillies, etc., will be 
taken for minimum and percentage 








bookings via arrangement with 
artists bureau of the station. Were 
tried at Trenton Fair, N. J., last year 
Only other time in the east. Have 


played extensively in west. 





King on Cantor Show 


Hollywood, March 8. 
Walter Woolf King trained out to- 
day (Tues.) for New York, to do 
triple duty on new Eddie Cantor 
Camel airshow, starting March 28. 
He will announce, sing and act. 
Chicago, March 8. 
Henry Busse flew to 
last night (Monday) to discuss with | 
Eddie Cantor the possibility of 
Busse’s orchestra going on the new 
Cantor program for Camel. 
It starts March 28 
Tis agency booking. 


Doc’s Doing All Right 
Hollywood, March 8. 
Joseph M. Schenck, 20th-Fox 
chairman, has sold the yacht, Gene- 
vieve, which he purchased on the 
east coast, to Dr. John R. Brinkley, 








Kansas, mail order and radio medico, | 


for $100,000. 
Craft carries a crew of 28 men. 


New York | 


William Mor- | 


| Jack Haley Show Ends 


MUZAK INTO 


With Maple Syrup Season 


Hollywood, March 8. 
Jack Haley broadcast for Log 
|Cabin folds 
| Foods digs up a new prod.cct to ad- 
vertise. 


weather sets in. 


‘ACTORS UNION MEETING 








General membership meeting of 
the New York local of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists will be | 
held at 11 p.m. next Monday night | 


with the networks and admen, 


AFRA LEADERSHIP 


Full roster of local chapter offi- 
cers in the American Federation of 
Radio Artists is as follows: 

NEW YORK 

Mark Smith, Pres. 

Walter Preston, Ist Vice-Pres. 

William Adams, 2nd Vice-Pres. 

Ben Grauer, 3rd Vice-Pres. 

Alex McKee, 4th Vice-Pres. 

John Brown, 5th Vice-Pres. 

Wilfred Litell, Treas. 

Lucille Wall, Recording Sec’y. 


CHICAGO 
Carlton Brickert, Pres. 
Anne Seymour, Vice-Pres. 
Phillip Lord, Treasurer. 
Raymond Jones, Executive Sec’y. 
LOS ANGELES 
Carlton KaDell, Pres. 
Thomas’ Freebairn 
Vice-Pres. 
Bill Lawrence, 2nd Vice-Pres. 
Ynez Seabury, 3rd Vice-Pres. 
Georgia Fifield, Recording Sec’y. 
J. Donald Wilson, Treas. 
Norman Field, Executive Sec’y. 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
John B. Hughes, Pres. 
Ted Maxwell, Ist Vice-Pres. 
Jack Moyles, 2nd Vice-Pres. 
Theodore Hale, Acting Treas. 
Vie Conners, Executive Sec’y. 











Smith, Ist 


CINCINNATI 
Owen Vinson, Pres. 
Louis L. Levy, Vice-Pres. and 


Executive Sec’y. 
Bill Brown, Treas. 
MONTREAL 
Rene Bertrand, Pres. 
Bernard Hogue, Vice-Pres. 
Paul De Meulles, French Sec’y. 
George Toupin, English Sec’y. 
Adrien Lauzon, Treas, 
ST. LOUIS 
Don Phillips, Pres. 
Allen C. Anthony, Vice-Pres. 
Dave Ward, Treas. 
| Nellie Booth, Sec’y. 
| DETROIT 
Albert Hodge, Pres. 
Earl Ebi, Vice-Pres. 
| Donelda Penman, Treas. 
Gwen DeLany, Executive Sec’y. 








Fritz Blocki’s Aviation Show 
Chicago, March 8. 
| Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency 
|has platterized some test and audi- 
ition sessions of a new 15-minute 
|strip show tagged 
Figured as a possibility for a new 
account. 

Fritz Blocki produced and directed 
| show for B-S-H, 





Ralph Nordberg has joined WOR, 
|N. Y., sales. Formerly with NBC. 


April 9 unless General | 


Syrup show folds before the warm | 


1] P. M. NEXT MONDAY 


(14), probably at the Victoria hotel, 
xa 

Session will be concerned chiefly 
with committee report on _ the) 


progress to date of the negotiations | 


‘Veteran Pilot.’ | 





‘Ritz-Carlton client 
For Esso Sales Meeting | 


Philadelphia, March 8. 


Regular KYW noon news airing 
for Esso last Thursday was handled 
from the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, where 


Standard Oil salesmen were atiend- 
ing three-day confab. Broadcast | 
|came as surprise to gas men, curtain 
on stage being pulled back to reveal 
Bill Lang at the mike ready to start. 


ly for the vanities 


WGN STRESSING 





Behind him was a UP printer ma- | 
chine shipped from Chicago especial- 


MUSIC SHOWS 


( “h Cage 
| Realignment of 


», March 8, 
its night time pe- 
| Tiods, especially in so far as its mu- 
sical programs are concerned, is be- 
ing readied by WGN here. Chicago 
Tribune station has brought in Lou 
Yacobson, formerly with the J. Wal- 
ter Thompstn agency, to supervise 
the reconstruction of this portion of 
its broadcast day. 

WGN has specialized heretofore in 
dramatic production. It is now plan- 
ning a similar booming of its musi- 
cal production. Particularly plan- 
|ning the addition of several variety 
| shows to brighien up the evenings. 
| This is figured essential, due to 
| the elimination of cream local bands 
/on remote control pick-ups since the 
station slapped $100 weekly service 
‘a on such pick-ups. 


- Face Waliace’ 
| Almost Got a Break 








An unknown amateur tenor bear- 
| ing the tag, ‘Pale Face Wallace,’ al- 
most got a chance to crash through 
on a transcontinental hookup Thurs- 
day (3) when it looked like the Max- 
well program would originate in 
New York. Louis K. Sidney was 
ready to shoot tenor in. He’d pre- 
viously attracted attention when 
wowing ‘em on a WHN amateur 
broadcast. 

Am got $50 for his rehearsal 
Thursday afternoon before the sub- 
stitute program was found unneces- 
sary. 





Plug Kendrick Out 


Cincinnati, March 8. 
It was disclosed here over the 
week-end that D. E. (Plug) Ken- 
drick resigned Saturday (5) as man- 
aging director of the West Virginia 
Network. He started on the job 
Jan. 15. 


Kendrick was formerly part owner 
and manager of WIRE, Indianapolis, 
Geo. Livingston With Ferris 

Chicago, March 8. 


George Livingston, assistant to 
Frank Rand, Columbia network 
press chief here, designs as of 


March 15. Will head new Chicago 
office for Earle Ferris, p.a. 

Epes W. Sargent, Jr., becomes 
Rand’s assistant, moving over from 
Radio sales. 
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Now They Want to Send Broadcasters 
To Jail for ‘Objectionable Programs 

















LOUIS DEAN CONFERS 
ON WGY CELEBRATION 


Schenectady, 
Dean, one-time WGY an- 
nouncer and now with Campbell- 
Ewald in New York, was in town 
last week to discus. with Kolin Ha- 
ger, WGY megr., the show he pro- 
poses to put on when the station 
celebrates the opening of new 
studios in May. With Dean was 
Cheerio (Charles K. Field), who will 


March 8. 
Louis 


take part in the proposed innings 
along with Jimmy Wallington and 
Frank Singheiser, current on the 
staff of WOR, Newark, ana former 


WGY announcers. 

Field’s wish to participate derives 
from the circumstance that it was 
General Electrics WGY that gave 
him his first release in the east out- 
side of WEAF, New York. Back in 
the formative days of the NBC Field 
was on KGO, Oakland. 





Amateur Swingers 


Buffalo, March 8. 

High school swingsters are being 
given a Saturday afternoon WKBW 
spot for 30 minutes of amateur 
swing. Jack Harmon, Bennett high 
senior, and Vince Ryan of South 
Park organized the orchestra which 
has had the studio staff rolling in 
the aisles since rehearsals started 
early in the week. 

Clint Buehlman, WGR production 
man, suggested to one of the kids 
that he was flat. 

‘Sorry, Mr. Buehlman,’ said the 
amateur, ‘but I’m blowing the thing 
as hard as I can.’ 





Arlene Jackson at WLW 


Cincinnati, March 8. 

Arlene Jackson, fo-merly with 
‘Judy and the Bunch’ on NBC, 
joined the ‘Smoothies’ this week, 
taking over the role of ‘Babs,’ which 
Lillian Perron quit to join the Morin 
Sisters, who are currently in vaude. 
Other members of the ‘Smoothies’ 
swing trio are Charlie and Little 
Ryan. 

Act is now on WLW and the NBC- 
red (WEAF) link for Tums twice | 
weekly. Miss Jackson makes the 
third ‘Babs’ since the turn started in 
radio in 1931 with Fred Waring’s 
orchestra. 








Detroit, March 8. 

Showmanly idea whereby Station 
WWJ sought to tieup with the Na- 
tional Used Car Exchange Week was 
chilled because of involved delicacies 
beiween various motor-makers and 
the Washington-Detroit diplomatic 
status quo. 

Bill Scripps 
tively laid all production plans to 
gather a group of automobile manu- 
'facturers for a round-table discus- 





|sion to originate in the WWJ thea- 
tre and to be fed for 45 minutes to 
| NBC. Idea was to bring in Lowell 


| Thomas as m.c. 

It was decided perhaps the 
broadcasts of pet opinions on 
| what would help prosperity—and by 

inference what was hurting it—might 
|not be so smart. At least none of the 
automobile men were willing to join 


that 


‘conal 


| ican radio stations are ci 


in such an open discussion for broad- | 


} cast purposes, 


of WWJ had tenta- | R- C. A. is 


WWJ Encounters Political Hesitancy 
In Prosperity Forum for Used Cars 





'E F. McGRADY HEADS 
PRO- CHINESE GROUP 


Edward F. McGrady, former 
Government labor arbiter now 


oa 
radio chairman of 
Labor Committee for Chinese Civ.]- 
ian Relief. Matthew Woll of the A. 
F. of L. is also a titleholder. 

This marks the beginning of a pro- 
Chinese effort organized through 
Carl Byoir, in which some 80 Ame 
y-operating 


the 


Tom McAvity’s Rest-Up 
Hollyw ood, March 8 


Tom McAvity is taking three weeks 
|to calm those Hollywood product.on 
jitters. 

Resting in a Pasadena sanilor.um, 


| ° 
of Indian John Billy. 














s —— 
Sans Affidavit Washington, March £ 
New legislation tightening Federa 
control over alata > hroadcast- 
Before warbling guests are pi f1 ry. latable broadca 
: ng was offerec ongress recently , 
booked for Lucky Strike ‘Hit he : ‘ata f ry ny 
the : , two members who want a bar 
Parade programs thev must i Ivertisir } | , ' ces 
a radio advertising by lic eer a 
personally attest they smoke the oe ah ee ree 
: Vine interests, 
brand. It’s a new policy ust I | ¢ if 
, ; J 4 n e wake of appeal for ich ace 
put into effect. All guests en- on the rad ' , 
| ne adio industry nrougy! 
dorse the ciggie over the ozone DS ca Meade ds c t Ss oly F 
iy untary ~ooperation, Senate - 
if Gey aeneer Gh & pecaren, Bs C. Johnson. Colorad D 
| n 4 J OF on, ~o1lorado em 
which accounts for the high pay R esenitati Fr D Cc 
ana voprese allve franci l}- 
show gives—around $1,000 per Ie) ys ’ . 
kin, Republican from New York. in- 
performance. f | 
troduced identical bills which would 
Last week two singers offered ciaiak. ek 
‘Par: ’ yee . mpose prison sentences on lic« ees 
Parade’ by NBC Artists Service ae — : ei cele fs 
were disqualified before bane who permit broadcasting of ‘any ad- 
- = « 4 8) 10 “ - fic 
poor B 4 a A - ¢ . vertisement of or information con- 
ons yecause } ers Arnin e 
aia . : = e piper cerning any alcoholic beverage f 
qa nov. SmokK le Dranc ’ 
Ke and such advertisement of information is 


broadcast with the interest of induc- 
ing the purchase or use of any alco- 
holic beverage.’ 

Booze ban would be added to th: 
anti-lottery section, and same penal- 


ies would apply. Law now threat- 
ens fine of $1,000 and one-year in ja’ 
for violators of the provisions against 


using radio to promote gambling, 
with each day a separate offense. 
The Johnson-Culkin bill is more 
direct, as far as radio is concerned, 
that previous suggestions by the New 
York Representative and Senator 
Arthur Capper of Kansas, aimed at 


drink ads. Bill offered a year age 
by this pair prohibits interstate dis- 
'semination of any liquor propa- 
ganda, with a separate. seciion 


| singling out radio station licensees. 
Enactment of such an amendment 
to the Communications Act has been 


|advocated repeatedly by reform 
| groups, while the Federal Alcohol 
| Administration earlier this winter 


asked Congress to prohibit brewers, 
| distillers, and wineries, as well as 
| distributors and retailers, from tz-k- 
|ing to the airwaves to drum up cus- 
|tomers. No move to carry out the 
'F.A.A. recommendations, which 
| would not jeopardize station owners, 


DICK FORAN, 
COWBOY STAR, 
ON RADIO 


Hollywood, March 8. 
Warner Bros, studios is closing 
| with a food account, believed to be 
|General Mills, for a 30-minute show 
preceggion. Dick Foran, cowboy film 
star, and with a Dudley Chambers 

















|Program is aimed at kids and. will 
hit the east around 6 p.m., with a 
rebroadcast for the Coast. 

It will be a western type of show, 
| with exhibitors tied in on a boxtop 
‘premium with payoff at theatres 
| where Foran pictures are showing. 
Show will originate from Hollywood 
|with the studio in full control of 
production and sponsor having sayso 
only as to the commercials. 


| Whydja Pop Him Off? 











Miami, March & 

WIOD lugged a mike into the 
 eamnanee of the Everglades to in- 
| terview Chief John Osceola of the 
|Seminole Indians, Another red- 
skin, Henry Cypress, acted as in- 
terpreter for the 78-year-old chief- 
tain who speaks no English. 


Prompting the stunt was the tribal 


head’s execution with his own hands 
He stepped 
beyond the law to capital punish 
the Seminole, and WIOD figured it 
a good stunt to have the Chief ex- 
plain why. 





Store Wants Name Acts 


Chicago, March 
Goldblatt’s department store, 
holding a_ special celebration 


Saturday (12), made offers of $3,000 
for a day to Walter Winchel) and 
Eddie Cantor for appearances, but 
both turned it down 
Foster Brooks to KWK 
Louisville, March 8 

Foster Brooks, WHAS announcer, 
known for his flood work in Janue 
ary, 1937, has resigned and joins 
KWK, St. Louis, next Monday (14), 
Was with WHAS seven vears. 

Ajilan Anthony, chief announcer at 
KWK, also from WHAS 
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Mountain Top Ultra Shortwave Site 4 F C C S 
Wanted by Yankee z ° . F 
— \¢+ 
Boston, March 8. 
Permission to construct an ultra- 
short wave radio station on Mount 
Wachusett is sought in a bill urged | 
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WASHINGTON DOCKET 
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+4oeoose 
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se of default application for 1500 ke with 100 


lenied as im care 
MAJOR DECISIONS - ata oletaa 250 watts d s for failure to file a written 
appearance. 


New dersey: Press-Union Publishing Co., Atlantic City, 


WJR KEEPS ’EM HAPPY 


|Toledo Feed of Symph Followed By 
Deal With WJIBK 
Detroit, March 8. 

After appeasing Toledo symph 
‘hounds, through piping of N. Y. Phil- 
| harmonic symph to Toledo's new sta- 
‘tion, WTOL, WJR here has now ar- 
| ranged to feed last hour of CBS pro- 
‘gram to WJBK here to mollify De- 
| troit symph fans. 

| Setup is necessitated by Father 
Coughlin talks on WJR during last 
half of symph program, WJR will 
continue to air first hour of symph, 
lthen feed last 60 minutes to indie 
WJBK, while at same time piping 
full program to WTOL. 








Tommy Dorsey's Visual 
Casts from Theatres 


Tommy Dorsey orchestra will 
broadcast its Raleigh-Kool cigaret 
program before paid admish audi- 
ences from the stages of theatres in 
several cities. First at the Earle, 
Philly, March 16. Thereafter at the 
Earle, Washington, March 23. 

Tentative additions are the Stan- 
ley, Pittsburgh, March 30, and the 
Palace, Cleveland, April 6. In each 
cas¢ an amateur swing contest will 
reach its climax in the theatre the 
same night. 


Washington, March 8. fa , a for 
. 7 - a to docke for hearing de novo application or 
before the Committee on Rules of rowat (1) Dismissal with prejudice for the new station ao gers to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts nights, 
the Massachusetts House of Repre- plea of W HY Hat an (Co of Waterloo, when applicant #50 watts days: Paul F. Godley Montclair, granted new high 
sentatives by J Arnold Farrar asked withdrawal of e request Application for daytime frequency broadcast station to be operated on 41800 ke with 
pir : : : “ assignment nvelving 1400 ke with 500 Watts was dropped kw 
counsel to the Yankee Network. roy se arte olga 1 ST woth, National Broadcasting Ce, tne. Mow Tork, 
Purpose of the station, he said, is ant ns ss ton for Hutchinson nixed with granied seven new relay broadcast stations to be operated 
ans: : bras me Sta! ! 7 : ‘ , - 
to enable the network to do experi- eae i. after John P. Harris, applicant, asked for an order on 1606, 2022, 2102 and eios Ke tae ae oo ot eae 
7 ‘ . ” re : ‘ ‘ ~ 1 ¢ 1 } t} 1 kw tossed Ser ze Ran ate len i i l ise oO adetTau applica on 
mental work in the new ultra short : “yu Proposa! 7 , wie 3 ben sel, n aney tag Page A pe ‘tah an {400 be wan T48 Gate 
| ‘ ‘ ex | er J il tat ‘ ao Tie i 
wave development which is designed  * pine tally identi nights iD itts da plicant failed to file written ap- 
ichie ° 1 ! h su inti y ide i? aciiabeinte 
to reduce to a minimum both Michigus — , lish turn-down for the Genesee peace , I ted 1 n of 
oe —_—o ‘ 4 i : —- 4 re svivania: WPEN P lelphia, granted extensio o 
natural and man made static and| pa, ( tion of spplicat for a m re ; aot ee Srp in ae 7. 3 
interference. Committee told that | t t = s9e u m atehie in 6 unteract interference from CMX 
F.C.C. has granted the Yankee Net- gk onan : s ] tanwtnie dhe. ose Havana; WWJ, D ind KPR el uston, from M * - 
tiow Ae oan . " < cl +1 1 per > unlis ted for same period, pro 
work permission to construct 4| ¢, , ' WFDF, Flint oi Bh ar - aa a be ee . . 
5 : 3 tr ismit ro ate in he same viding Nn \ vile ma s sil 
50.000 watt station for the experl- |! t ' . , a . o saad Tennessee: 1 Nashyv nied petition t withdraw 
1 t ' Howz8rd Loeb, no gene mana ww wees : - ‘ , ) : Ars 
nental work in Massachusetts e ce acalat ta mage .d new station, decision without prejud ipplica 1370 ke with 100 watts 
ace ceieneemnenemmas i noint 4 ~ f at fit ild generally night , t . pa 
wa 1 pare WEDE Tie-up of exist q ansmitter vith West Virginia: L7e0 . W “ or <9 Inc., Will Rae 
N RBe’s blue network, Canadian Broadcasting Co. and Michi- application for me station di be oper ited — on 1210 ke 
j il Radio Network would be available to the new station, with 100 watts remanded to docket for further hearing 
| patients) xu | advert rates would chop in two WFDF's Wyoming: lau! R. Heitn Cheyenne, pursuant to and 
$100, an out price-tag Not n the public cenvenience, in conformity with the mandate of the I S. Court of Ap 
‘ « si Gre ' : tas 4 ae ’ ~ 9° a® 
LEASE GOING THROUGH necessity or interest to have twe stations controlled by the peals for the District of Columbia, received Feb 23, 1988, 
same outfit unless it ‘overwhelmingly appears that the dupli- in No. 6762, Paul R. Heitme er, Appellant vs. Federal Com 
———— | eation is for the benefit of the community and not for the munications Commission the Commission vacated its order 
busin . the p] Commish said of May 1, 1926, denying 1 application of Paul Heitmeyel! 
Camden, N. J., March 8. Applicant was represented by l’aul M = = ae "y ged te saateas . ; ware oie sek the A hg Ans 
b } ink *is ‘ > Smith. vith 100 watts nights, 260 watts da an i State: 
Though no final decision has been ¥ ) Two-way seuffle fear a daytime station at Port Huron ment of Facts and Grounds for Decision, issued June 12, 1956, 
reached with respect to the leas- was ad d favor of a fathe ind-son team, doing busi ind directed that the proceedings upon said application bi 
ing of municipally-owned station | nes i tl I t Huron Broadcastin Co Application of reopened for further consideratio n accordance with tl 
WCAM. Mayor George E. Brunner | H n LeRoy H 1 | =. “ I pinion and mat , 
1 7 fatne voul estabiisn the son Vho studies proadcasting 
has indicated that the favored bid-| 2. ygienican State University ) aaneeas ae Ate SEeO Wes 
der is Cam, Inc. Latter offered a/ 250 watts transmitte Pair were given precedence over Wil- 
eas : : +< . ; n rt \ \ vho sked for the same assignment, 
yearly rental of $3,600, plus the in-| liam W. Ottaw wl ‘ ; 
E tite! 5 $ +I _ t ’ primarily because their application was filed more than 4 Alabama: WRBRC, Birmingham, jump night power from 
stallation of equipment valued at, , mrio® ta the second reauest, ia Nevember, 1935 Gee ha ite Go tncéd batede the (osmientels. 
$15.000. .Agreed also to absorb the Louis G. Caldwell and Reed T. Rollo appeared in behalf Arizona: KOY, Phoenix, change frequency from 1390 to! 


cost of 'aH’ equipment upkeep and | °% the Stevenses, with H. H. Hart, Philip G. Loucks and == 650 ke 


‘ Arthur G. Scharfeld representing O.taway Connecticut: WNLC. New London, change hours of oper 
renewal.during the term of the con- Missouri: Attempt of KSD, St. Louis, to grab off facilities ation from days to unlimited, using 100 watts. 
vract of KFUO, with which it now shares hours, was stymied by Minnesota: WYXAT, Dr. George W. Young, Minneapolis 
It was revealed last week by Sid-| the Commish in a decision that renews licenses of both ee of license, with temporary license granted pending 
» | etati . } . ania sut preve a f ] eo “atio earring 
ney Sher,: counsel for Cam, Inc.,| ti"tie former station and a requested increase in power and Mississippi: WHEF, J. EK. Wharton, Kosciusko, applica- | 
that the corporation is being backed | pours of operation for the latter tion for transfer of control to Roy lL, Heidelberg: WHEF 
by four men, including his brother,} Pulitzer Publishing Company, licensee of KSD and owner Attala Broadcasting Corp, Kosciusko, renewal of license, 


~ of he &S a s OSs spat as bee 
Saul Sher, a lawyer, of Rutherford; | ° ‘ t. Leuis Post Dispatch, has | 

‘ A } Week, or approximately 80 percent of the 
Henry Handler, an engineer of Ho-/| hours. decision pointed out, with & kw da 
boken: and Milton L. Lewis, who} on 550 ke. KFUO, owned and operated 


: 4 | i Ss or of issouvr hia ane 
conducts the Milton L. Lewis Ad-| Vutheran Synod of Missouri, Oh and 


} using 500 watts nights and 1 kw davs on the same frequency 
hours a week, had sought a power boost 


vertising agency, in Newark. Fourth | and operating 26% 


by the Evangelical 


using 91 hours a with temporary license granted pending hearing, 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


Louisiana: Okay for a change in frequency for KMLIB, 
Monroe, from 1200 to 620 ke, and a power jump from 100 


available onerating 


s and 1 kw nights 


other States, now 


member of group, Sher said, is 2 | to equal juice used by KSD, and operation on a 50-50 time watts nights, 250 watts days. to 500 watts unlimited, recom- 
‘ _ , ~ | basis mended by Examiner John P. Bramhall 

man presently connected with a| Operation ef both stations on their present assignment Change would permit material increase in coverage, Bram 

radio station who prefers not to be| would best serve the community, Commish ruled granting hall pointed out. theugh pending application of KTBS, 


known until the deal is set. Pres-| new licenses on the exisiing basis but ash-canning the re- 


Shreveport, for frequency and power change woulud pre- 


4 . nets . | quests for more time and power clude granting of KMLB request Station also would be 
>» y oe 

ident of the corporation will prob Paul M. Segal, George S. Smith and Donald R. Richberg limited to its 5 millivolt per meter contour if pending pleas 

ably be Saul Sher. | Sepeenen for KSD, with William Stanley, J. Edward Bur- of the Wichita Broadcasting Company and WTMJ, Milwau- 
Lawyer representing Cam, Inc., | roushs, George O. Sutton and Otto F, Karbe retained by kee, were granted, examiner said 


KFUO 


stated that the group has no con-| 
nection with any existing radio out-| kw nights, 5 kw days, okayed by the 
let. Promised that ‘most’ of the; Cleveland, Ohio. Station, operating on 


Applicant was represented by Frank Stollenwerck. 


Ohie: Juice-iump from 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, to 1 New York-Massachusetts: Temporary unscrambling of the 
Commish for WGAR, 
1450 ke, would not was effected by Examiner Bramhall, (See News sitory— 


complicated Schenectady Endicott and Holyoke applications 


station's present staff would keep upset transmitters using the same frequency, except possibly this issue.) 


their jobs. ference from KTBS, Shreveport, decision 





peared for WGAR, 





WAGA, Atlanta, which now receives its predominating inter- 


North Carolina: New daytime station for Fayetteville, to 


said be operated on 1340 ke with 250 watts, was recommended 
Louis G., Caldwell, Donald C. Beelar and Car! George ap- by P. W. Seward Plea of W. ¢ Ewing and Harry 


Layman, 
trading as the Cumberland Broadcasting Co., was okayed by 


b] Michigan-District of Columbia: Hopes of the Milwaukee the examiner because of an apparent need for service in the 
S$ a y 00 Journal, licensee of WTMJ and the Washington (D. C.) area and the technical, financial and iegal qualifications 

Post for regional stations fer use in high fidelity transmis- shown by the applicants. 
a sion experiments knocked in the head by a Commish de- Angel for the enterprise would be Ewing, who will furnish 
: cision that both towns have sufficient service from several the initial cash, while Layman it present chief engineer 
Oklahoma City, March 8. existing transmitters for WFTC, Kinston, would be business manager of the pro- 
Oklahoma Publishing Co., which 11 With the Journal Company. Milwaukee, and the Mid-At- posed station, Very little adequate daytime service is re- 
ene : - | lantic Corporation of Washingion—headed by Eugene Meyer, ceived by Fayetteville and ita environs, check-up showed and 
operates WKY here, KVOR in| owner and publisher of the Post--both ; ; hae 


Colorado Springs, and KLZ in Den- | transmitter to be operated on 1570 ke 


ver, is planning a $3,500 promotion | 0Micia!s decided that neither applicant had made sufficient 
. , P showing for a real need for e ade one facilities 
campaign for KVOR which will ex- Se eee eee 


legal talent included John W. Guider, 


tend over a 10-week period. In- Lester Cohen, for the Journal Company and Arthur W. 
cluded will be an amateur contest, Scharfeld and Philip Leuckes on behalf of Mid-Atlantic, ceived the nod from Examiner Melvin H 


an eight-page tabloid promotion 

backed up by billboards and news- 

paper advertising and contests. 
John Blatt, promotion director for 


Washington, March 8. other sources. 


seeking a regional 


no interference would result, except in the case of a pending 
with 1 kw, F.C.C. 


application which wouid result in ecenflict within the .5 
millivolt per meter contour of both transmitters involved. 


Karl A. Smith and L. Lohnes, and Fred W. Albertson, 


Pennsylvania: Night juice-jump fer WGBI, Scranton, re- 


' Dalberg, though 
upping would cause some disturbance to WSUI, 


} lowa City, 
N CBO, Ottawa and other statiens. Discomfort would be 
mutual, however, examiner pointed out, and stations in- 


volved aiready are receiving a 


California: KGFJ, Ben S. McGlashan, Los Angeles, a i Horas | ; P 4 
‘ a J, S. McGlas . Los Angeles, appli- race |l.. Lohnes, E. D. Johnston and F, W. Albertson 
the Oklahoma Pub. Co, is in Colo- | cation for 1170 ke with 250 watts nights, 500 watts days, &Ppeared for the applicant, cae 
rado Springs to handle the job. unlimited, withdrawn at request of applicant; Ben S. Me- Texas: (1) Daytime smallie for Huntsville received the 


: Glashan, Los Angeles, application for 1622, 2058, 2150 and 
Plans call for follow-up promotion 2790 Ke with 10 watts dismissed with prejudice because ap- ship, comprising tawn’'s 


when the 10-week stretch is fin-| plicant’s request for withdrawal 
ished. Gays before scheduled hearing, 








plication for new station to be operated 


at San Antenio) on 1190 ke with 250 watts dismiss 1 i f : i 
1 with 25 * smiss th- ound, and the territ 0 cks prim: Vv i 
RADIO COUR I ROOM BAN | out prejudice, Application set fo dismissed with le territory now lacks primary service. Group, 





hearing and thereafter calling themselves the Sam Houston Bro: é 
amended ; ; , . = ‘ f Sam ousto sruadcasting Associz 
Se I _ hearing cancelled with applicant requesting tion, retained James H. Hanley " ain 
x i withdrawa 2 = R t , i ; 
Law in New Jersey Would Keep Illinois: Peoria Broadcaatt . ' (2) Dismissal with prejudice ommended bv Examiner 
: ; P ys \ ~ : eoria B yadeasting Co., Peoria. granted new re- Robert 1. Irwin for new station requested by O. C. Burke. | 
Mikes Off remises oa , rae ist station on an experimental basis, to be oper- of Dickinson, for failure to appear or offer evidenc e at the 
——— - ip ge . on $1100, 34600, 37600 and 40600 ke with 50 hearing called on the 1500 ke 100 watts application ‘ 
atis, 4 A, Schonert Radio Service ‘ isbure ‘ or stol : “ 
Trenton, March 8. power increase from ‘00 : go % tt ; Ro ering : a “ Se ace ae oe oe 
‘ , 9 al atts, delete frequencies it » “or causing the Con ish’s eng ‘ing ¢ y 
A bill which is proposer said aoe assignment and substitute 26500 ké pie aeaidioee partments : ‘oe al gid encgge nh, . oh 2 dies Pa 
would ‘safeguard the dignity of New | ms rscsigec W a . New Orleans, granted new high fre- new daytime station re uest for O tee <a Wa = iene a d 
. + “tc? ‘ ; H ¢ fo. | quence elas Woeadeast s tio to be De ed « , 940 > » ae hi uess § iendex 
Jersey courts’ by making it a mis-)| 37600 and 4oK00 ke with 2 “fl be operated on 31100, 34600, = Ri tari Irwin, Counsel for applicant for withdrawal 
h : a « Ww « Watis Withe dice I 7 , ; ; 
demeanor to broadcast court pro-| Michigan: WIR, Detroit, granted new high frequency omar ee ce _s the plea of Jack W. Hawkins and 
. ‘ ‘ : , a ‘ Miibhatlaw a : ! ( 5 ; . hs for a daytir s allie « 3 . £ 
ceedings to take . courtroom 7 00 = ‘% ea ~ _ ithe 38 aie OPeTaes ta Fi 100, 34600, that Commish Attorneys and el nope ne had ‘ar ten ~ 
ne sae Bias: are ’ © with o watts arati ° t a Bi mga hy = sheesh 
photogr aph was passed by the Sen- Montana: KDNC Democrat-News ¢ aration to proceed with the hearing resulted in finger- 


ate last week over divided Demo- | —- 
cratic opposition, Majority Leader 

Hendrickson, who introduced the GEO JESSEL SHOW 
measure, urged its passage to — . 

tect judges from embarrassment.’ 


Connecticut: New England Radio Corp 


initial okay of Examiner George H. Hill. Three-man partner- 


exding banker, the president of the 


was received less than 30 Sam Houston State Teacher's College and the latter's son, 
requested operation on 1500 ke and proposed to construct a 

Bridgeport, ap- transmiiter at an approximate cost of $8,000. No inter- 

days (until sunset ference would resuit from operation of the station, Hill 


o Ine Lewiston, shaking. 


Northwest Radio Huddle |ASCAP ‘PROPAGANDA’ 


Sedsties’ Stout, of ‘Hudson, and} SPONSORED ON WBAL — IGNORED BY PAPER 


Jamieson of Mercer, charged the | 
bill was unnecessary because judges | Baltimore. March 8 

already had authority to regulate} George Jessel show. fed into 
courtroom conduct. ‘It’s an infringe- | WRAL by Mutual has been sold 
ment on the prerogatives of the! locally to Wonder Clothes. via Jo- 
court,’ said Stout. “Let the courts | seph Katz agency. Station has also 
decide what shall go on in the! succeeded in switching Treasure 
courtroom. 





|Cigars, to Dr. Pepper, soft drink 
m ’ ihandled locally by Frank Corner. 

r r l y b: 
Sc ibner s Pe sonais | Treasure Hunt, originated at WBAL., 


Jimmy Scribner, a sustaining radio! has strong local audience. 
entertainer who does a one-man im- | ences neccnlciaicannint 
personation of a family, will offer! Cooper with Ruthrauff & Ryan 
his gallery of ‘The Johnsons’ week | Chieago, March 8. 
of March 18 at the Capitol theatre,| Due to increased radio activity the 
Washington. Formerly a Baltimore} Ruthrauff & Ryan agency here has 
radio turn, later with WLW, Cincy,| brought in Harry Cooper to handle 
Scribner's last vaude date in the) general publicity 
Washington-Baltimore area was at. 
$375. Now after further radio build-| & Black firm here. 
up he’s getting $1,750 for the week. 

Henry Frankel of WOR Artists Bu- 





Meredith Mason, commentator of 


reau booked turn with Sidney Pier-| KWK. St. Louis, convalescing from | 


mont of Loew’s. | pneumonia. 


| Hunt, recently cancelled by Cremo | 


Cooper was formerly with Bauer | 


Seattle, March 8. 

Northwest division of the sales 
managers group in the National As- | Mereis 
sociation of Broadcasters met last | Gsateur me Pa., March 8. 
week for a seasonal airing of prob- of ASCAP. ar bn charter memvnet 
lems and viewpoints. One session | ya4,° lg ‘- feo of “K-K- 
was devoted to an exchange with! for ‘the a sod i New Day Dawns 
|agency men. Dick Milne, of the Milne | tanviee eeaation ar? Composer, at 
| & Co. agency, was chairman of the | Telegraph — here. 
latter inning, while Warren rath. | which eure Stati ‘wae a Pope 
| Erwin-Wasey v.p., did much of the} the pronaca én — HP. ignored 
talking for his faction. Meet had | Propaganda angle of his speech. 
about 50 broadcasters and their wives | ~~ 
from Washington, Oregon and Mon- | John 
tana. 

Carey Jennings, gen. mgr. of KGW. 
Portland, and Hugh Feltis. commer- 
cial mgr. of KOMO, KJR. Seattle 
piloted the various sessions. 





Shafer to WKY 
Lincoln, March 8. 
John Shafer, four years at KFOR. 

resigned (1) and goes to WKY. 

Oklahoma City, as sports and special 

events programmer. Gayle Grubb. 

| formerly the entire staff of KFOR’s 

WOR, N. Y., press department | big sister here, KFAB, has been sta- 

sends Tommy Kearns to Wash-| tion manager of the OC 

ington, D. C., later in the week as! some vears 

advance p.a. for the vaude appear- Shafer was at WJAG before join- 

‘ance of Jimmy Scribner. ing KFAB-KFOR here. | 





spot for 


Applicant was represented by John G. Dawson, Horace | 


more severe limitation from | 


F C.C. Assignments 


Washington, March 8. 

Cast changes at the Federal Com- 
| munications Commission bring broad- 
| casters most often in contact during 
March with Commissioners Paul A. 
Walker and Eugene O. Sykes. 

Monthly rotation of administrative 
chores puts Walker in charge of ap- 
plications for licenses following com- 
pletion of construction, time exten- 
sions, modifications of CP’s, tests, and 
| minor modifications of licenses, while 
Sykes takes over motions and pro- 
cedural questions. 

Other work is divided as follows: 

Thad H. Brown, aeronautical, air- 
craft, special emergency, etc.; Nore 
man S. Case, Alaskan business, ex- 
|cept broadcasting, amateurs, ships, 
and operators; T. A. M. Craven, tele- 
graph and telephone permits, and 
George H. Payne, telephone and tele- 
graph tariffs. 


SYLVIA SIDNEY SUBS 


Kate Smith Wouldn’t Talk for 
Chesterfield Program 





Sylvia Sidney's guester for Ches- 
terfield, with Paul Whiteman, this 
Friday (11) is a sub for Kate Smith. 
Latter was all set, but only wanted 
to do two songs; no talk. 
| That’s unlike the rest of the show, 


|so Miss Sidney, who only got in 
Monday of this week, was set by 
telephone via Mark Hanna. 


Mutual’s 26 WHK-WCLE 


WHK-WCLE, Cleveland, now feed- 
ing Mutual network a weekly total 
of 26 programs. 

All are sustaining. 





Harry Harvey with CBS 
Lincoln, March 8. 
Harry Harvey, former technical 
supervisor of KFAB-KFOR-KOIL, 
Lincoln and Omaha, who resigned 
when management changed shortly 
after the first of the year, joined 
CBS engineering department, Chi- 
cago (7). Harvey's first labors will 
be to work on synchronization be- 
'tween KFAB and WBBM, Chi. 
Harvey was 14 years with KFAB 
and the engineer who built the orig- 
inal station. 





Helen Schreiber’s Show 
Des Moines, March 8. 
Helen Watts Schreiber, former 
‘Prudence Penny’ for New York 
American, will do a full hour show 
each Saturday morning on WHO for 
Grocers Wholesale, Briardale Gro- 
cers and Hoxie Fruit Co., here. 
Program will be called ‘May I 
Suggest’ and will include economics 
hints, culinary suggestions and 
recipes together with musical num- 
bers by Harold Morgan's orchestra, 
| the Songfellows and Georgia Lee, 
songstress. 


Dick Garner Joins McGillvra 

Richard W. Garner has joined the 
sales staff of Joseph McGillvra’s 
Chicago office. 

Garner was formerly in the radio 
research department of the H. W. 
Kastor & Sons agency, and before 
i that he was with Procter & Gamble. 
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Volume II of the VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY— 
now in preparation—will appear in May. 


It will again embrace that scope which caused the 
Association of National Advertisers’ News Bulletin to 
say of Volume I: “The Publishers of Variety have done 
a much needed job in their excellent compilation of 
radio facts and figures as presented in the recently 
issued VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY, 1937-38.” 


The RADIO DIRECTORY will again direct its use- 
fulness to all those who responsibly share in the 
conduct of the broadcasting industry. (Last year 
advertising agencies purchasing 96% of all network 
and national spot time each bought from one to 15 
copies). 


The book will again sell at $5 the copy, in con- 
formity with the standard that to a responsible person 
an article of usefulness is worth its fair price, or not 
worth anything at all. 


It will again contain new departments, new ideas, 
and new approaches to valuable—but to date un- 
touched—information. 


It will again provide space for the sales messages 
of advertisers who want to reach alert executives— 
those men curious for important information who, by 
their curiosity, mark themselves as the financial 
pilots of the industry. 


Further details and information are available 
from your nearest VARIETY office. 


VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 


HOLLYWOOD 
1708 No. Vine St. 


NEW YORK CHICAGO 
154 W. 46th St. 54 W. Randolph St. 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


! tion awarding charter to each group 
and badge to each ‘trooper.’ Troop 
leaders assemble at station during 
broadcasts for weekly ‘pow-wows. 
Bronze plaque will be given each 
Sunday to troop which did most | 





CAttention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas) 
+ 





oe ee 


CHAB, Moose Jaw, Sask. 





Outstanding Stunts | How to Get Mail 


| Fort Worth. 





For Charity 








Jaw, two months ago, ‘The Old Sow | 
* a recording from England, has 
created such a furore station has re- 
ceived 320 protests and 4,420 requests | 
it be played, since 


bright idea early in fuss to put rec- 
ord up for bidding with votes for or | show every Sunday morning Di- 
against, each costing a cent. Already | rected and produced by Dave Tyson, 
$50 collected to give Children’s Shel- | who does other moppet shows under 
ter kids a partv. The person guess- | tag ‘Daddy Dave.’ 

ing the nearest correct weight of the | 
5,000 pennies gets the recording. 


10% adverse. 


over CHAB. Moose | production staff. 





| 
Another ‘Lone Ranger’ _ 
Philadelphia. 


: towards highway safety during past 
| seven days. ; : 
| (WXYZ, Detroit, originated “The 


: | Ranger’ series.) 
| Believing that the Black Night ; “Pe 8 


ec ia atl | series of horror dramas might be 
Controversy Cash-In treading on the toes of some listen- 
ers, WBAP made a special announce- 
| ment inviting criticism. More than 


KGGM, as part of a merchandising 
| 500 letters and cards resulted. Only | campaign to help Kellogg, which has } 


Tying in with present heavy State | 
campaign to cut highway accidents, 
Syd Boyling and Bill Beamish got | WFIL has organized ‘Lone Ranger 
Safety Club’ for kids, with half-hour 


‘Lone Ranger’ troops being formed | fo hen F 
in each section of the city, with sta- persons who would delve deeper into arrange 








| 





Patt, WGAR, Picks Unbiased Panel 





Gets ’Em Out of Phone Book—A Free Meal Is Only 


Cost to Station—Reactions Valuable 


i 





| 


‘Howie Wing’ Tie-Up ithe subjects touched in the broad- 


| 


Albuquerque, N. M. | 


contest for kids with prizes for those | —_——_—— 


, ational Tie-I 
Educationa - ‘Buffalo. lar half-hour will 


‘Voices of the Past’ 

New York City. 
Program of now dead voices, either 
| posthumous or of inactive 
a people, will be inaugurated by sta- | 
tion WQXR, N. Y., March 12. 


musical 


Regu- 
broadcast | 
WBEN has effected a tie-in with | Wednesdays from 3:30 to 4 p. m 
he Buffalo Public Library on ‘The Station plans using vocal 
World Is Yours’ programs, aired yf Caruso, Schumann-Heink, 
over NBC including the local station | exclusively. Works of contemporary 
Sunday afternoons, Charles J.| artists will be excluded entirely on 
|Flanigan, library assistant, has ar-| the ‘Voices of the Past show. 
ranged special reading courses for | phen Fassett and Gordon 
and conduct, respectively. 


records 
et 


Townley 
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I Seven announcements pull 142,271 requests 
from listeners for WOR sponsor bucking 


heaviest competition on the air. 





2 First announcement made on the first day 








of sponsorship ushers in 3,711 requests from 





listeners for another WOR sponsor. 


a WOR installs ultra-high-frequency trans- 


mitter W2XJI as another step in its tech- 
nical advancement. 


4, “Hobby Lobby,” a show originated by WOR, 
is picked by Hearst radio editors as outstand- 
ing program idea of 1937. 


5 Using no promotion other than WOR, the 





sales of one product during the first 6 weeks 


on this station topped sales for the entire pre- 


eA 


TH 


A 





TTT 


vious year. It was the greatest and most 





rapid sales increase attained by any one of 





the company’s many products. 


6 WOR supplemental sponsor receives 10,000 





requests from listeners, each accompanied by 


proof of purchase and 25¢. More than 60% 





of letters contained above minimum require- 





ment. 


’ f WOR-Mutual Playhouse hits record attend- 


ance as it opens doors to 5,234 patrons in 
one week. 


8 Three Transradio News announcements pull 


30,267 requests from WOR listeners. 


9g Four WOR Sunday announcements at 7:45 


p-m. pull 6,273 requests from listeners for 
booklet on very dry subject. 


HAA 








As you read this ad, WOR is clocking up new sales for the majority of America’s national 


advertisers. Write or call now for time open. Sales Dept., WOR, 1440 Broadway, N. Y. 
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Cleveland, March 8 


i 

For instance, topic scheduled Sun- | Getting proper type of unpreju- 
day (6) is ‘Man Against Insects’ and | diced audience reaction is becoming 
‘spotted its waxed five-a-weeker | has brought a lot of bug books to the | 4, 4 problem that John Patt of 
Exploits Pro and Anti Reaction | Show is a sustainer authored by | ‘Howie Wing’ on station, is running a | shelves. 
Regina. Sask | Virginia Wiltten, with direction by 

ia Tee ay Ken Douglass, both of the WBAP,; who can collect the most box-tops| 
Played first on the Musical Mail- from parents, friends and neighbors. | 
| One of the prizes is a Charlie Mc- 
| Carthy dummy. 


| WGAR turns to telephone directory 
every week for a solution. 

| Manager picks names of five people 
listed out at random. Then he calls 
them up and invites ’em down to sta 
tion to act as fan-critics of planned 
programs. Reward is a hotel dinnet 
and trip through studio, two induce- 
ments which haven’t yet got a turn- 
down. 

Panel in first impromptu jury in- 
cluded a school teacher, a college 
boy, one housewife and an _ office 
|clerk, who wrote down their opin- 
‘ions of a rehearsed air show Re- 
actions conned from their answers 
to a prepared, printed questionnaire 
| proved to be especially enlightening, 
Views of two juries regarding a pro- 
gram nearly ready for debut were 
| so adverse yet logical in criticisms 
i that Patt shelved it. Suggestions of- 
fered in another case were so good 


that he revamped show to include 
their points. 


EASTERN LEAGUE SETS 
BASEBALL POLICY 


Hartford, March 8 

Radio broadcasting rights for the 
Eastern League will be sold as a unit 
for the circuit and play-by-play de- 
scriptions of every game will be 
broadcast it was decided at a meeting 
of club owners, managers and other 
club executives at a meeting at the 
Hotel Bond Sunday (6) 

Prior to the meeting both the 
Trenton and Binghamton clubs were 
listed as objectors to the plan. Both 
withdrew objections to the sale of 
the rights as a league proposition 
N. W. Ayer of Philadelphia witl 
handle contracts. 

Formal sanction of the transfer of 
the Scranton franchise to Hartford 
by the Boston Bees was unanimously 
voted. 


Barney Suit Vs. WNEW 
Snags Technicalities 

Two victories were registered in 
additional prelim skirmishes’ by 
WNEW, N. Y., in damage suit in 
which it has been named defendant 
by Barney's Clothes. Seventh Ave- 
nue clothing merchant's attorney 
asked for examination before trial 
of contracts, terms of them and pay- 
ments under the contracts. Judge 
Lydon denied discovery and inspec- 
tion in N. Y. Supreme Court, deny- 
ing all items to Barney excepting 
the matter of contract and alleged 
breach. Barney rep moved for re- 
argument, and this also was denied. 

Emil K. Ellis, appearing for 
WNEW, charged that the legal rep- 
resentative for Barney’s was out on 
a fishing expedition, seeking to find 
evidence via obtaining possession of 
the radio station’s books before 
actual trial. 

When unsuccessful in efforts be- 
fore Judge Lydon, Barney’s ap- 
pealed to the appelate division. 
After about a week, appelate di- 
vision affirmed the decision of other 
court without opinion. 


WCSC Bars Phonograph Discs 
Charleston, S. C., March 8 

WCSC has joined the thin ranks 
of Southern stations which have set 
up rules against the broadcasting of 
phonograph platters. 

Such deviators from standard policy 
in Dixie are rare as blizzards here- 
abouts. 














MONTREAL 


BI-LINGUAL 
BROADCASTS? 


Should the programme be Fag- 
lish or French... or both? ff 
you would like to have the pro- 
gramme situation in Montreal 
explained . .. write us, 


N. B. C. 


Affiliate 
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| WEED & COMPANY, CFCEF UNITED 
STATES REPRESENTATIVES 
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| Farm Area Should Have Farm Shows; BBG SPENT THAT Libel Charged by Gag Writer In 
| _ KFAB Steered That Way by Searle Fp 7s ‘97 Suqi¢ $950,000 Suit Vs. Cantor, Columnist 


; . + + 
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nc n, Marcel ° . ~ , a 
IE re: cagienien pect - , Showmanship Hazard Columnar Due Bill Hollywood, M: 

KFAB, ehsnsies's most ——— eR Cost Is 51.54% of Operat- , |__Eddie Cantor, Hol L ( 
broadcaster (10,000 watts), is skedec a Ome ae ? 2 . ‘ Harlan Palme 
to become a shirtsleeve station and WI . oer ; pares dad ing Cost for Year—Pay- - a pre 1s d | i Ed Sulliva ; : 
‘9 after the tertainment of pitch- nen sochuize akin Co N. 2 € ga é é DSc ‘ sits 
oo gg 1 ' milking trade in "i" here bought the ‘Lone Ranger’ roll Itself $4,385,000— anothe1 | ‘ict ] ) B 
orK anc COW-MUAINE aa ] Us Kise ae PDNI'T 4h na x! i a “ee 4 ch \ tt Sr 

trong ag territory. Decision was program on KRN1 they thought Large Musical Units on Wha E ; er iemand i tol of § ) 
ee ee to do a little showmanship of ‘i $5 due-bill on ( ee eee ee namedie 
1ade_ | General Manager Don , Actions, based on a paravgranh 
ie <f . a ; en inted Jiggs Mil their own by asking their Regular Hire | column? aap : 1 we S paragraph 
porle VnNO Nas a o1nte JIZES I - Out ns columr n the newe) ) 
— Omaha stu- truck drivers to adopt the misusseneneate anuee 2 e 1 paper 


ler, recently of KFAB’ 


wide-brimmed sombrero, red 




















of Dec. 20, 1937, were filed in L 





" > > "OOoTOTY irec P é vt >] e S perior court 
dios, to be the program director. He ‘Nenwalal ; reg : A H | d S d Superi court. 
erchief and _ other ranger _ ; 
goes to the post formerly held by frill on the rr] nee OTHER ITEMS ve arla Cll ay prea lo support his contention of mone- 
. : 24 ° 11S ) neir ( es. .% 
YeMoss, who left ti) to join —— ry 10ss 1n connection with the - 
= ed De in Fee: ng - : In reporting in for work . ted statements. Broo! : 
J y maha, as proaucti lan- - “38 bs oo . ’ . . erred statements, rooKs recites in 
wow, © I (about 4:30 a. m.) the first London. March 1 Ave Maria Hour,’ religioso whict mplaint that RKO failed 
ager . : 4 » avVsal © . : : A OIMnpiaiNnt LNnal AK 1ied to @€x- 
ager. ; , + morning, one of the men was ° ; ‘ , rides the regional Inter-City web], Nas ate hifate 
Searles contention s that there *ked uae —— nd British Broadcasting Corp. spent ae ee P 7 On © Cis€ an Of nm which would ¢ 
n‘ , iia. ses ig picked up by a squad car ant 2.500.000 re 51 54 f it Sunday afternoons, 6:30-7 p.I brought him $150.000 H 
9) }y enon ropolitan area a ’ , $38,900, epresenting o1.04%°%o0 O Its 7 Uy , . Motht SLiTTL Dae ec 
really 1S no , , nai a Baca wasn’t released until the bak- spe ai — aioe ' preads during Holy Week for eight; , it the studio’s unf me 44 
section sucn a ni Dut nas aeter- : ie ’ ae toial xpenalture, oY yrograms UW * E ; os ; ‘ Ac 1G lkavorable { « 
aoenes OT O , 1 KFOR ing company identified him and 1087 bhi al ; : I En days during which early morning} i,, ird him was traceable to 1 
ninec ( 4 maha, an a ‘ ’ 937, 1ts annué report reveals. En- . ’ 4 Wwe mit Was ACC e to ine let- 
I anes K , sas cr : explained the ‘get up. dis , - ; eee f ; half-hours will be aired starting | t,. written ne Cantos” aed 
te ( ess powerful and more gineering (including plant mainte- . wr P : r written by antor’s attorney, 
Lincoln, both | I <4 P ; - 9 | Palm Sunday and winding up Easter 
confined in listener area, shall take nance, costs, patents, etc.) absorbed - 


care of the plucked eyebrow hu- 


manity. 


CANADIAN IN U. S. A. 


$3,000,000 
tenance, etc., 


main- 
administra- 


(17.84°O ); premises 
took 5.30%: 


Passion Play will be given in epi- 
sodic form. 





‘LINDSEY WELLINGTON, 


All ad rates on all three stations tion 4.35°; depreciation and renew- | Program is S commercial, geet 

are being readjusted in line with} FOR FARR FEED TO B.B.C. | ais representea 9.08%; income tax et Sy Se tere ene S| ee Leen Oren oe 
recent agreements binding the sta- | 5.18%. Total expenditure was $10,- thee hse esonastery, Garrison, N.z.| iia — 

tions to higher engineer and talent | erent 000,000 (roughly) against total in- Professional ones and music used, | —- 
wages, Some brackets are being cut,| British Broadcasting Corp. will|come of $16,750,000 comprising with Donald Peterson producing the/ y+ inasey Wellington, _assistar t 
while others are increased—a total| pick up its own give-and-take de | license revenue and income from oe Contributions are comptroller of program: for the 
move to average rates about 5% | scription of the Tommy Farr-Max publications. 7 ; _oo British Broadcasting Corp, arrived in 
higher, according to Searle, ian hes dane tees Yau Muiden | Corporation had a staff payroll for _ the U. S. yesterday (Tuesday) for a 
Se i. Sak Woaieain eastctiee myn 1937 totalling $4,385,000 distributed are Orchestra (30 players); Variety three-month stay. Will o.0. radio 
Quaker Web Still Alive ovate disnntae ter re Ase eae Svned. among established staff numbering | Orchestra (16 players); Empire methods in New York, then drift to 
| Saati Cage. shisons 3,673 persons. Number of licenses in; Orchestra (22 players); Tele-| the Coast for further exploration of 


Philadelphia, March 8. 
Quaker State web will be given its 
first workout political 
paign of last year when variety pro- 
gram commemorating 19th anni of 
founding of American Legion in 
Pennsy is piped over it March 18. 


since 


cam- | 


in Ottawa, is 
coming on to do the mihv job. 

In the U. S., NBC-blue is carrying 
the fight commercially, under spon- 
sorship of Adam Hats. 

BBC is giving the description t 
English listeners because of Farr’s 


operation at Dec. 
an accurate indication, aside from 
small percentage of bootleg sets, of 
| total listening equipments in the 
United Kingdom. Figure is 519,027 up 
on Dec. 31, 1936, 

Permanent musical resources on 


31 was 8,479,600, | 


vision Orchestra 
tary Band (387 players); B. B. C. 
Choral Society (250 amateur voices); 
B. B. C. Chorus (42 vcices); B. B. C. 
Singers, A and B (8 voices each) 
Orchestras (35 players) are main- 
tained at Belfast, Birmingham, Man- 


(20 players); Mili- | 


Yankee tactics in producing and air- 
ing programs. 

| Felix Greene, BBC’s rep in N. Y., 
| landed in Southampton, England, on 
| Monday (7). Will be abroad a month. 





| William H. Green, new assistant to 








Show will originate from WWSW, | London popularity and Welsh back- | the roster consist of: B. B. C. Sym-| chester, Edinburgh, and in Wales|Emerson Markham on_ General 
Pittsburgh. | ground. {phony Orchestra (119 players); The-/} (20 players), 'Electric’s farm programs over WGY. 
— — 3 
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Not Too Clear Yet but Looks Like 


Sponsor's Responsible for Security Tax 


Washington, March 8 
Radio performers and script writ- 
2=r3 generally are ‘employees’ of 


program sponsors and the adver- 


} ? 
tiser is liable for collection and 
yayment of unemployment and old- 
1 ) i i the So i! 
5 A 
rl 
i ) arg i b i ) 
. i b 1 1 g | 
. 
is a A 1 DY a i i 
ui R B iu 5 ) 
' 4 wetatio 
f ) 
ADO € | il status of n ins 


blanket proposition, 


since facts in particular 
cases will determine who must fork 
yver to the Federal Government 
Networks and individual stations 
are more or less relieved of re- 
sponsibility for taxes regarding all 


people 


proauctiol on sponsored pro- 


must handle the prob 


Ruling followed examination of 


certain CBS contracts and study of 


the circumstances surrounding the 
sngagement of particular artists and 
writers After considering the in- 
justry’s arguments, the Internal 


Revenue Bureau rejected the con- 
tention that such persons are ‘inde- 
pendent contractors’ and thus _ be- 
yond the scope of the Social Se- 
curity program 

Instead, the government lawyers 
declared ‘it is held with respect to 
the services in question that he is 
an employee of the sponsor. He 1s 
required to perform exclusive per- 
sonal services on behalf of that 
company. His services on radio pro- 
grams are to be performed on the 
days and at the time fixed by the 
agency, acting on behalf of the 
sponsor. He is required to attend 
such rehearsals as may be reason- 
ably perscribed. He is, in general, 


furnished the place for the per- 


formance of his services and he is 


paid regular weekly compensation 
even though for certain reasons he 
does not go on the air, It is also 
held that Blank, script writer, and 
the members of Blank’s supporting 
is! »xclusive of the orchestras al 1 
t ed ( VE 1 by 
> 1937 1] ) } € ~ 
) sp a 
’ re € ied by Blank in 
i ) i ) pro- 
; { ntract 
yn 
| \ 


Free Lancers 


In discussing the status of writ- 
ers, the Revenue Bureau _ distin- | 
suished between free-lancers, who | 
try to peddle their brain product, | 
ind scribblers retained particulary to | 


do certain The latter cannot } 
be treated as an ‘independent con- | 


' 
}ODS. 


ctor nce ‘he is not engaged in} 
co sition and sale of original 
vorks, as such Interpretation re- 
marked that such individuals are 
hired ‘to render personal services as 


1 writer in preparing script for ra- 
accordance with 
predetermined plans which 
submitted to and ap- 
proved by the sponsor. The fact 
that under the circumstances of the 
employment it is not necessary or 
would be impracticable for the em- 
control to the, 


5 ~ Se ’ 
fullest extent is immaterial. 


dio programs In 
general 


have been 


ployer to exercise 

The Bureau took the general view 
that performers and writers in ra- 
jio are steadily trying to peddle a 
peculiar type of ability and ‘are en- | 
gaged to apply their known ability, 
training and personal accomplish- 
ments or characteristics in the inter- 
est of the sponsor.’ Artists do not} 
perform their services as a ‘com- 
pany’ of independent contractors, 
since they are subject to control and 


' direction. 





Building Himself Up 


High in reasons offered for 
Arturo Toscanini radio broad- 
cast tickets was applicant who 
wrote in to NBC and said that 
he held an option to buy $6,- 
000,000 worth of RKO (NBC's 
cousin) stock and that this en- 
titlec him to receive’ free 
ducats. 

Application was turned ovet 
to RCA for check as to au- 


thenticity, as were all demands 
of stockholders in company, 
just so accredited shareholders 
were not overlooked Unde 
tood that tl a l t 

I ( I »¢ i | i ) 
reading newspaper headlines 











AB-ECC 


CONFER ON 


UDITING 


Wash ngton March J 


Bargaining committee of station 


executives will be 


named by the 


National Association of Broadcasters 
to exchange ideas with the Federal 
Communications Committee regard- 


ing formula for standard accounting 
traders 
executive 
Eth- 
chairman of the di- 


Picking of the industry 
was delegated by the 
committee last week to Mark 
ridge, interim 
rectorate, and Phil Loucks, 
They will 


counsel. designate 


general 


a 


group to confer with the FCC about 


procedure, transmit the 
slant on the problem, and 
the trade to get ideas. 


Jack Lights Try Again 


Norfolk, March 8. 


Jack Light, assistant manager 


business 


Canvass 


of 


Radio Station WTAR, was re-mar- 


ried to his first 
Frances Biggs Light, March (1) 
Couple was divorced in 1934. 


wife, Mrs. Ada 

















GALE, 





























THE FIRST LA 


He 
48 West 48th’ Street 
New York City 


BY POPULAR DEMAND.. 


Eanicl. AEB 


“AMERICAS GREATEST SWING BAND” JIN 


For An Additional Four Weeks 
in the 
FASHIONABLE FLAMINGO ROOM 


WEA CLC 


Broadcasting via NBC 
Monday . . . WJZ—-12:00-12:30 EST 
‘Tuesday ... WJZ—12:00-12:30 EST. 
Saturday .. WJZ— 6:35- 7:00 EST. 
"Chick Webb.will be held over here for at least 
four more weeks, and’ maybe longer . . . which is ’ j 


being super-sensational for Boston where ordinatilly 
about the only thing that ever holds over is Winter.” 


George McKinnon, Boston Daily Record. 
Management 





F QOSWING 


Exclusive Dance 
Consolidated Radio Artists 
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Boston Ca-razy Over Vox Poppers: 


Town Crawling with Microphones 


Boston, March 8. 
Multiple number of vox pop indoor 
ind al fresco shows ever-running 
the town from dead-end streets to 


swank niteries and hostelries. Most 
amusing is WEEI’s ‘Street Scene,’ 
ith Jay Wesley and Jack Knell. 


Since it’s against the law to obstruct 


lewalk traffic, show originates up 


whenever a truck 


yacks in, lines must be pulled aside 
57.50 p program given away if all 
yuestions are answered correctly 
broken into seven piece 
aved from muffs does not go 
to a kittv a la bank night. Station 
st pops it back into its purse. 


Indie WORL has inaugurated in 
»-op with the cops ‘The M-I Re- 


porter,” designed to promote safe 
iriving Police cruising car, 
-quipped with loud speakers connec- 
-d to the mike, is used. Broadcasts 


ire held in big Kenmore Square. 
Motorists are waylaid and_inter- 
»wed on their personal aspects of 
vutio cl r-chugging Amplifica- 
yn of what is spouted into the mike 


swells all over the Square. Program 
wherein license- 
ylate numerals sent by an observer 


free 


has an ‘honor 1 rth,’ 


‘t the safe-driving motoris 
m ducats 

Fishing Time With the Metropoli- 
tan Angler,” on WORL, originates in 
Sam 


cloaked in a sou'’wester, 


lobby of Metropolitan theatre. 
Henderson, 


vat and creel handles the mike, 
Gives amount of cash for all sorts 
if giveaways, chiefly turtles, which 
tation buys Metropolitan pives 


free tix for each appearance on air. | 


Breaking tradition against free 


| mention of commercial products on 
|'the ozone, WORL has a vox popper 


f such sort conducted as a research 
” consumer preferences. Announcer 
mn this ‘Why and What?’ asks peo- 
vile what they like to buy. where and 
vhy. Questions, submitted by the 
listening audience, cover everything 
During 


studio statistician tab- 


from cereals to corsets 
broadcasts a 
ulates results, and these are sent to 
businesses mentioned. Station deems 
t ;oodwill-builder. 
Another WORL vox popper fs the 
Victor Coffee quiz. 


viewed answers wrongly. 


now a 


If person inter- 
announcer 
lrops a nickel (his own) into glass 
jar. Person coming up with correct 
reply gets the kittv. which never 
amounts to much. But a right an- 
swer also gets a person a pound of 
the sponsor’s mocha. A buzzer is 
rung during each program, and per- 
son before the mike gets the $1 
which is looped around the mike. 
Latter touch smacks of old tactics 
of pavement pitchmen. 


Depot Dialogues 


WHDH conducts ‘Depot Dialogues’ 
$5 for best | 


from the North Station. 
query and answer for the week given 
iny listener. Next best five q.’s and 
a.’s get big tubes of the sponsor's 
Vitamin F Scalp Cream. 
son submitting gets a trial tube. $2 
goes to interviewee at the mike when 
the alarm clock rings. 

Another WHDH_ show is ‘Night 
School.’ the Messrs. 
Shubert. Fred Garrigus is prof and 
the onlookers the students. 
winners get passes to whatever show 
the Shuberts happen to have in town. 
Whenever members of the casts can 


sponsored by 


De promoted to appear on the pro- 


trams. such is done, 
WCOP has ‘Voice of the Commu- 
nity.” Pair of picture house tickets 


given person answering one question | 


rightly, and one consolation stub to 
each failing. Pair of ducats for 
questions accepted for use on pro- 
vrams. 

WEEI has Benson & Hedges cig- 
gies sponsoring Elizabeth Hart from 
hotel lobbies and niteries. Each in- 
terviewed gets a carton of smokes 
Questions submitted and 

‘+t a walnut 


accepted 


humidor filled with 


Also on WEEL is 
spieled by 


‘The 
Eddie 


Woman 


Kaspar. 


Fach per- | 


Two | 


Indoor show is round table in effect 
i with six femmes giving their opin- 
ions on questions. Persons sending 
iin questions receive $10 Scott Fur- 
riers’ certificates; those at the airing 
weekly get $15 certifs, good for ex- 
merchandise at tha 


change for 


sponsor's 

Junior League on WMCA 
New J rr League la 

al y cuff on WMCA lat C 
IST mn ta they pO mn 

what they consider the ideal pro- 


gram for juve appeal Series of 13 
*kly Saturday a.m programs 
starts (12), radio-dramatizing Lewis 
Carroll’s ‘Alice in Wonderland’ and 
‘Through the Looking Glass.’ Azure- 
veined Mrs. Frances Fullerton Neil- 
son has scripted the shows 

Junior League has broadcast in 
Manhattan before 


KTOK’s Gen. Mills Deal 


Oklahoma City, March 8 
KTOK will air home and 


wee 


both 


road games of the Oklahoma City 
Indians Texas League team. Con- 
tract is with General Mills. Home 


games will originate from ball park, 
road games off Western Union tick- 


er with sports-caster airing details 


from the KTOK studios. 
Present arrangement will shift 
the broadcasts from KFXR, which 


has been airing road games of the 
Indians for several years. 














NEWS-HUNGRY 
NEBRIOW ANS... 


. . » seldom miss a 
WOW news broad- 
cast. They take 
their news seri- 
ously—men and 
women alike. They 
want it quickly, 
but above all, they 
want it accurate. 
They get it first 
—and right—on 
WOW’'s six daily 
newscasts. A re- 
cent WOW news 
contest drew a rec- 
ord number of en- 
tries—a record that 
advertisers should 
know. Ask us about 
it. 


WOW 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA 
590 KILOCYCLES 
* 5.000 WATTS * 


Owned and Operated by the 
Woodmen of the World Life 


Insurance Society 








Affiliated with Loew's 
Theatres and the Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer Studios 
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It took 864,000 nickels 


to prove what everyone 


already knew... 


iy 1937, an impartial research organization 
made 864,000 coincidental telephone calls to 
Los Angeles radio homes, asking this one question: 
“To what program or station are you now listen- 
ingr’’ They called 14 hours a day, every day of 
the week, one week each month—and they kept it 
up for all 12 months of 1937. In no other city in 
the world has so extensive and irrefutable a check 


on listener preference been established. 


The result? The replies, computed in quarter- 
hour periods for the entire year, gave KNX more first 


place mentions than all other Los Angeles stations! 


The tremendous listener preference for KNX is 


no surprise to advertisers. They too have long 


















KNX is more popular 
in Los Angeles than all 


other stations combined! 


preferred KNX. They have placed more sponsored 
quarter-hours with KNX than with all other Los Angeles 


stations combined. They have established KNX in 


first place in automotive and lubricant advertising 


— first in foods and beverages — first in cigarettes 
and tobacco—first in radio and refrigeration— first 


in total volume of ALL sponsored quarter-hours. 


KNX offers advertisers a remarkable oppor- 
tunity to advertise profitably twelve months of 
the year...to sell a 7,000,000 population market 


—with a million tourists as a “plus’’ each summer! 


All Southern California hears your story when told 


over KNX in the daytime. And nine Western States 


hear it when you tell it in the evening. Hear and buy. 


LOS ANGELES 
Represented by 


50,000 WATTS 


KADIO SALES: New York, Chicago, Detroit, 


Birmingham, Los Angeles, San Francisco. 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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McNinch Calls Wattage Tax Wrong But MCA Adds to Ratio Staff 


Favors Broadcast Levy of Some Kind 


Washington, March 8. 
Complete opposition to any form 
of levy was voted overwhelmingly 
last week by the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters executive com- 


nritiee. 


Board of directors will be urged 
March 21 to take a solid stand 
Ja a wattage ta2 gro 
Oo M e a no? 
> ) caste 5 J el t j ) | ) é 
hard ¢ e€wsp e7 } ¢ Nf 
} y resem hl y ] riv 
) charge ( it ¢ 
ad lit a 
) } ! al t es | ) 
( l A it Cc ) l OF ‘ 
JULaALLO 


Cautious investigation to deter- 
mine a fair taxation principle was 
rged last week by Federal Com- 
munications Commission chairman in 
ypposing the Payne-Boylan bill to 
impose a costly wattage levy. 





'was voiced in a letter to Chairman 


2Zobert Doughton of the House 
Ways and Means Committee, w hich 


starts hearings on two proposed 
measures in the near future. No 
date fixed yet by Rep. Chester 


Thompson ubcommittee Doss 


to learn.’ 


Offerin to I ea el [ study 
) tne lal e of ( M 
la t Pa B l 
' 
it i ix 
t itla 
Add t ( 
' - wn 
i ( { | 
€ of the ft e <¢ 
yroadcast either for the purp 
of reimbursing the government for 
the expense incident to the regula- 


or for general revenue purpose: 


Nan Grayson (Hannah Golding) 
now assisting h band, Walt 











Commish approval of th idea that | Fra on his. dail’ 15-minute 
broadcasters should 1 tow | 5 » ) ) nn WWSW 
VC ment ré 1 t expen Pit 
Ne v v Mi. C. 
. 


Sponsored by 
The Coca Cola Company 





























DEL SHARBUTT 


For the chance 


Beginning Friday, March 11 
CBS, Coast to Coast 
10—10:45 P. M. EST 


Thanks 








H. Bart McHugh has joined the 
New York office of Music Corp. of 
America as booker in the radio de- 
department. He'll be under Howard 
Hackett, department head. William 
Vonzehle also enters the radio staff 
of the agency. 

Irving Lazar likewise joined the 
MCA office in New York this weck. 


z 


1 


Hollywood, but that deal 
at the last moment. Mc- 
Hugh transfe from the sales staff 


LA 
Ph lix 


He'll be in the act department, with 
Manie Sacks. Lazar has been re- 
ported going with the Landau 
agency in 


fell through 


RAY LINTO 
NOT WITH WMCA 


Ray Linton (Tuesday ) 
resigned as the Chicago sales rep of 


WMCA, N. Y., and its affiliated In- 


vesterday 


ter-City regional web. 
Present plans of Linton are to 
ypen New York offices and broaden 
to the rep field ! t n 
of lining up station n the regular 
rep manner. In Chicago, Linton 
handled the area for the single 


+4 
OULRL. 


WTHT’s Scavenger Hunt 


Hariford, March 8. 
WTHT has signed a six weeks con- 
ract with Sage Allen department 
store for a 45-minute Saturday night 


broadcast of a scaven yer hunt. 


4 


‘ 


Program is broken up into two sec- 
tions with the first a 15-minute period 
telling listeners what to hunt for. 
First person who brings to the sta- 
tion a complete list of articles asked 
for receives as first prize a merchan- 
dise coupon worth $15 at the store 
Second and third prizes are $10 and | 
$5 in merchandise. 
Only those who receive cards from | 
the store, thus necessitating a trip to | 
sponsor’s place of business, are eligi- 
ble to compete. Participants 
bring all items dug up in hunt to sta- 
tion at least 15 minues before second 
section of program goes on the air. 

In this section, the winners are 
announced and interviewed and the 
sound from unusual instruments as 
music boxes, spinning tops or trains 
are broadcast as well as excerpts 
read from old editions of papers and 
periodicals that are brought in. An- 
nouncer Bob Martineau handles the 
great bulk of the program assisted 
by Cedric Foster, station manager. 


Idaho Pair Join NBC 


KSEI. Pocatell», and KTFI, Twin 
Falls, Idaho, have been added by 
NBC to its mountain group for use 
on either the red (WEAF) or blue 
(WJZ) links, giving the network a 
total of 146 stations. 

Alliance becomes 
Tuesday (15). 


_ WNEW’s Florida Games 


Station WNEW, N.Y.C.. will send 
Earl Harper to Florida for a series 
of baseball games beginning March 
23 from the training camps. 
| Good old General Mills. 


+ 
must 








effective next 








Ardmore’s 2 Hr. Show 
Ardmore, Okla., March 8. 
A hillbilly band. 
band, girl’s trio, hillbilly.duet and 
three comedy characters make up 
the cast of 25 persons which stages 
|a full two hours of cowboy and hill- 


‘Ma. 
manager. 


Karl O. Wyler, manager KTSM, 
El Paso, discussed the _ subject: 
i‘Should We Have Advertising in 


Radio,’ at a meeting of the El Paso 
Open Forum. Wyler, who recently 
returned from a trip to Canada, 
compared the British, Canadian and 
American radio systems. 








NEW YORK 


366 Madison Avenue 
Vanderbiit 3-5055 


CHICAGO 


919 N. Michigan Avenue 
Superior 3444 








quartet, jug | 


billy music and repertoire over sta- 


tion KVSO each Friday night at 
7:30. 

Time is sold in spots to adver- 
tiser James Griffith is KVSO/| 


Echoes of ‘Schenectady Case’ 


Favorable Action Now Urged Upon F.C.C.—Long 
History and Very Complicated 


Washington, March 8. | 

Favorable action on the request a 
persons affiliated with WNFB, Bing- | 
hamton, N. Y.—central figure in the | 


‘Schenectady case’ of 


two vears back was ll sed on tl 
F¢ last \ vitno I n¢ to 
\ h 1 ted in 
) ) rel: oO hotlv-contested ap- 
ylicatio1 for right to use the 1240 
c channel the mill ¢ region 
I ( ent ) \ 4 wpDpli- 
ca 1 of p yrs of the Holyok« 


(Mass.) Transcript Telegram for a 
station on the same frequency, Ex- 
aminer John P. Bramhell partially 
reversed himself and told the com- 
mish the public would benefit most 
from Thomas J. Watson, 
president of tional Busines 


Internat 
Machines Corp., and a _ nationally- 


allowing 


known capitalist, to erect a 1 kilo- 

watter at Endicott, N. Y., and from 
I ( 1 Similiar plea of Cit 
B ( g Corp., Schenec- 


tady, which is angeled by Warne 
Bros. through Transamerican Broad- 
casting and Television Co. 

Report attracted attention because 
fall of 1935 was 
WNBF people 
for a assignment, while 
Examiner P. W. Seward favored use 
of the identical frequency by Knox 
Broadcasting Co John C. Clark, 
president of Howitt-Wood Co., which 

WNBF, is to be the general 
of the proposed Watson sta- 


Bramhall in the 


against application of 


‘ + +} 
snil tO tOIs 


tion, and the two trans 
be operated along comn 

Principal 
down Citizens Broadcast 
a Schenectady 
failure to 


that another outlet 1 ne 


reason for 


mitters will 
10n policies, 
throwing 
ing plea for 


ransmitter was the 
make a strong 


show ing 


-eded in the 


City rhe IS no connec yn 
tween t yup and the Kr 

al vl Va involved in t 
1935-36 ndal and apparently had 
the inside track at the commish 

iu Ol De 10¢ ( l i ol e 

pal 
I Cl y tn ( i t »¢ 


Examiner Bramhall con 
eventual control would 
lywood. Three-quarters 
mon stock belongs to Ti 
of which Bros 
the preferred and 65 


Warner 


i 
a 
mon. Others interested 


american are John L. Cl 


mented t} it 
rest in Hol- 
of the com- 


ansamerican, 


own all of 
of the com- 
1 in Trans- 


ark, former- 


with WLW, and Emanuel Rosen- 
ey 

()) ) vr ) Ul Sx ~ 
| l roup at ) . nore € 
ponsorship—comprise $2,934 in cash 
plus $600 advanced to pay costs of 


Ai itl 


the he: 


> Bramhall re 


marked the 


company did not have on hand the 


money to build o1 


ovel 
45 1+} 
lion althoug 
Nn ry) ad 1 nn SQ ( 
promisea to IDDLY SY), 
. f ! 
fol preferred stock 


american does not } 
$95,000 or any othe 
own 


I 
to get it from the filn 


he report noted, and 


ite the sta- 


*h Transamerican had 


OU in return 
But Trans- 
lave 


1 


dough of its 


1 producers, 


who are pledged to loan $100,000 
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hours of sponsored 


week than 


fold eX 2) aan B1-3 oh'd=d atc eddie) oF 


® Result-conscious local departmer 


ture, jewelry, m 


KLZ than 


® Alert to the needs 
serve the civic, 


terests of the Denve 


region have made KLZ a 
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with any 


The 


ens and wom 
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other 
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Newspapers’ Radio Petitions Get Chill 


Mendel Jones’ Added Job 


Cincinnati, March 8. 
| Mendel Jones, who recently left 
| WHK-WCLE, Cleveland, to become 





Milwaukee Journal, Washington Post, St. Louis Post- | 


Dispatch Ambitions 


production and program manager of 
WCKY, last week was appointed to 
| take on additional post of studio man- 
ager the L. B. Wilson station. 


Are Turned Down 


of 


“ Latter spot was filled by Lee Gold- 


Washington, March 8. 

Frowning on four 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion made material progress last 
week toward laying down firm new 
policies W hich will influence distri- 


bution of broadcasting privileges. 


Quartet of significant decisions came | 


out of the mill in another minor 
break in the huge jam blocking the 
stream of applications. 

In unburdening itself, 
stuck to the principle 
weeks ago that facilities 
allocated as widely 
prevent potential 
and tended in the direction of an 
anti-publisher stand. Greater com- 
petition was the underlying thought 
in almost every opinion. 

A two-bagger decision knifed the | 
hopes of the Milwaukee Journal, | 
which already has a transmitter, and 


Commish 
laid 


1 
should 


down 
be ° 
to } 


as ble 


local 


poss 
monopolie 


ihe Washington Post, which has been | = 


frying to get a slice of the National 
Capital's radio spectrum for months 
Reasons for turning down their pe- 
titions differed only in minor re- 
spects. 

Milwaukee Journal got cold-shoul- 
dered because the Commish felt that 
additional grants in the same area 
to an existing licensee are not in the 


public interest. This is the stand 
taken in a New Orleans case where 
the policy was first enunciated. 
Washington Post lost out for the rea- 
son that Washington already has 


four unlimited stations and does not 
require more outlets at the present 
time, 
Another 
housed is 


metropolitan rag dog- 
the St. Louis Post-Dis- 
patch, which coveted the time al- 
lotted KFUO, companion of KSD, 
the paper’s outlet, on 550. No clear 
evidence of hostility to publishers 
seen in this decision, but the 
Commish hinted it saw no reason for 
giving the press all the breaks. 
Sound reasons are required if any 
present transmitter is to be gagged, 
the Commish added in renewing the 
KFUO license. 

The other newspaper case, similar 
fo the minority view expressed last 
summer by former Commissioner Ir- 
win Stewart in the El Paso contro- 
versy, found the Port Huron Times- 
Herald publisher losing to the new- 
ly-organized Port Huron Broadcast- 
ing Co. primarily because the FCC 
thought it preferable to prevent 
growth of a monopoly on news and 
advertising. Competition is desir- 
able, particularly in small towns, the 
decision indicated. 


Was 








Faye and Cleon Return to WHO 

Des Moines, March 8. 
Faye and Cleo ‘Maids of the 
Prairie,” returning to WHO for 
Bobbie Griffin’s ‘Sunrise Roundup’ 
show at 6 a.m. Mondays through 
Fridays under sponsorship of Inter- 

state Nurseries of Hamburg, Iowa. 
Eye-opener program will also in- 
clude the Islanders, string instru- 
mental and vocal trio. 
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NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 


newspapers, | 





smith during past couple of years. 
Goldsmith was manager of WCKY 
when it started, in 1929, and rejoined 


Tall Tellers Give 





| it in 1934, after an absence of two 

| } 

F : years He is taking a three-week 
Cincinnati, March 8. : a eae 

‘ py Share vacation and thus far has not an- 


Tall tales are to be entwined with 
music in a series of Friday night 
quarter-hour sustainers on WLW, be- 


plans 


Hunter W Nose 


nounced his future 
| Ann 


real name is 


4 Wilma Gwilliams WLS, Chicago, | 
ginning March 18, under label of | - 4 
I P t 1 I Clut Cc mm | for the past three years, joined the | 
r) le Ona aars iup r¢ iey TYUr Xr ‘ "© ak 
secs ition , l be ae | WCKY taff last week, She replace 
alent ¢ igned tf ne snow inciuaes as 
i11€N) i 5 ut , 9s | Mary Jane Dun; 1V with Wil yn 
an orchestra to be directed by Wil- | rye 
me . > " 7 station for a yeal on women and 
liam G, Stoess. 3111 Green as mas-|). Oy apy 
‘ nousenola program 
ter of ceremonies, Deon Craddock | 
and the Modernaires, vocal. 
Josef Cherniavsky’s Musical Cam- | G. Dare Fleck, who has charge of 
. | 4 rs ++ . 
era program, recently revived on | traffic at KDFA, Pittsburgh, has re- 
WLW when he became co-director | sumed a weekly program of book re- 
with William G,. Stoess of the Cros- | views that were discontinued 
ley music staff, will feed to the NBC | 1931 During the original series, 
blue network on Sundays from 6 to | which ran for four years, Fleck 
6:30 p.m., starting March 13. Stanza | broadcast behind the anonymous 


is sustaining. name of The KDKA Bookworm. 


in | 


{ 





Washington, March 8, 
Field the paid presidency 
National Association 


for of 


the 


casters has been reduced to 





a mere 
| handful, which will be sifted further 
at additional executive committee 
| meetings before the directorate 

meets March 21 to pick the ne 
dustry front man, 

Initial gathering of the judges i 

ek-« i re ed in ¢ i ‘ 
ponde n majority t 1e pe n 
| seeking o1 iggested f the post of 
|} radio pt an and € 1 le ist 
| After « natl pI Xl- 
rn € Ya ©fi t € I 
ning. 

Identity of those still under con- 


| 
+ 


sideration was a deep secret in busi- 
| ness circles here. But the politicians, 
| the stuffed shirts, and the chiselers 
were quickly disqualified, as remark- 
able headway was made. Bulk 





of Broad- |} 


of 





Ethridge Eliminates Himself Available 
‘List for N.A.B. Prez Narrowed Down 


ee 


! those still on the eligible list are re- 
| ported to have some acquaintance 
|} with problems o.1 the broadcasting 
| iadustry, either presently or for- 
| merly connected with the biz. 

300m for Mark Ethridge, leader of 


} . . . 
he rebellion which culminated in 


| last month’s reorganization, collapsed 

l n tne eek-end r 1on Lou - 

e] pletely out-a ied the 

< e€ é ind r ed re- 
the : ure 

A é € [ r ns, tc €X- 

€ € view ibout those Pe 

i in or e po ¢ t. is due 

e this week « ; ext. Finals 

DAaADILY vill occu ju t a day or 


o before the board meets. 

Interval the formal action 
| wi’ be used largely in making tenta- 
tive to those deemed 
possible. Also must get more back- 
ground on some of the persons sure 
viving the first-round tests. 


before 


propos itions 





DEALERS 


are listeners, too 











EDWARD PETRY & CO. 





and interest. 


advertised on 


WLW-THE NATION'S STATION 


Radio programs are not limited, in their influence, 
to consumers. Retailers, jobbers, wholesalers lis- 
ten, too—frequently with even greater attention 
When the commercial boosts a 
product on their shelves it boosts their business. 
They become part of the show. It gives them 
business prestige. That’s why they are glad to stock 


. . . proud to sell... eager to push . . . products 


CINCINNATI 








—-,._ 


~ 


: 








a VARIETY 


__ INTERNATIONAL | RADIO 


Wednesday, M. March 9, —— 











Australian Radio Announcers Ask 


$50 Weekly, 10%, Extra If Scripting 


Melbourne, Feb. 10. 
Announcers are seeking higher 
rate of pay through the Federal Ar- 


bitration Court under title of Pro- 
fessional Radio Employees’ Institute 
of Australia Rates requested are 


as follows: 


Weekly. 


Ss? ) an 7 5.0 
An ce? 40) 
Junio ) 
f ploy e€ O | re 
than 15 how we € j/ Oo 
pro a taf} 4 
Ant ouncers called upot 
own script, or to rehearse drama 
shows over 15 hours are asking 10 
extra on above scale A working 
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Starting Wed., March 9th, 


li to 11:15 A. M 























| shifts 
Siulits 





clude if 


|eatering to 
| broadcasts for 


lany 
broadcast its programs. 








Composer-Writer 


IT AIN'T GONNA RAIN NO MO’ 
MELLOW MOON, ONE EYED LOVE 
MY OLD FASHIONED SCRAP BOOK 
MY DREAM SWEETHEART 
LAND OF MY SUNSET DREAMS 
Chicago 


Address: 4351 N. Paulina St., 











30 hours is claimed, with 
mutually. 


week of 


arranged 


Actors’ Equity of Australia is also 
seeking scale covering performers 


work as follows: 
of capital cities 
females $35 


engaged in air 
Within 20 
Males, $40 


miles 


. L- , 
week ly ° 


veekly ile eng: 4 I by 
day. $8: femal $6. A wol e] 
) 14 } i eda f 
] that compu 
{ r ela ft 
7 bh veen 1 
] P ted ( t i tne 


be yf the Actors’ Equ 


Italy Surveys 
Working Class 


Radio Tastes. 


Rome, Feb. 22 
broadcasting station EIAR 
to find out what the mu- 
preferences of the working 
classes are by asking employers 
what instruments they would in- 
they were to hire a three- 
piece orchestra to play at their fac- 
tories. Questionnaire is in line with 
the station’s campaign to raise the 
number of Italian set subscribers to 
1,000,000 by designing more of its 


Italian 
is seeking 


sical 


| programs for working class appeal. 


EIAR devotes as much time to 
fetching attention in Italian colonies 
and foreign countries as it does to 
home listeners. The 

outside consumption 

steadily from 11 a. m. to 3 
with EIAR eagerly granting 
request for permission to re- 


are on 
a. m.,, 





Sonny on the Cuff 


Regina, Sask., March 8 
Bill Stoven, 17-year-old son of 
Horace N. Stovin, Ottawa, station 
relations counsel for CBC, is learn- 


ing radio here ‘the hard way.’ 
After school’s over for the day he 
hies him off to local stations to 
study and@ substitute—without pay | 
—in various departments in order 
to learn the business from the 
ground up. Those are poppa’s or- 


ders. Stovin was manager of CKCK 
prior to being made regional pro- 


gram manager of CRC, predecessor 
of CBC. 


| 





Disconcerting 
Regina. Sask., March 8 
That St. David’s Day broad- 


cast over CBC from Great Brit- 
n didn't go over so good with 
one Welshman here, at any rate. 
He telephoned CKCK here at 
30 o'clock. ‘When's the Welsh 
program coming on?’ he de- 
manded. ‘It’s on now,’ replied 
CKCK. ‘Been on half an hour.’ 

‘My gosh! I’m lisiening to it 
and didn't even know it,’ wailed 
the Welshman, 


PERUVIAN STATIONS 
IN EXPANSION MOVES 


8 











Radio International of Lima, Peru 
yperato of tatlo OAX4I and 
OAX4J, have apvoin.ed Fally Mar- 
kus U. S. rep and at the same time 
announced a modernization plan for 


for expenditure 
the next vear. All of 
spent 


tations which call 
of $25,000 over 
newly vested capital will be 
1 U - for materials to renovate 


Pacillties. 
+4, ° . 2 ‘ * yf 
sti 1 pioneerec e use ot 
live talent in Peru. Majority here 
é y recora ind f ( na 
\? P eC} " » al > ) \ r 


e new drastic law wh 


five other stations to ren e 
. stay Scan Ieilameote? yiitcida limits 
Mitters MVE NiOTIC ig VuUrosue absaaae 


. 1c 
OL incod 


KSD Request Denied 


March 8. 


rp yrated cities 


St. Louis, 

Application of KSD owned and 
operated by the Pulitzer Publishing 
Co., publisher of the Peet-Dispatch 
and KFUO and operated at 
Clayton, Mo. by the Evangel 
Lutheran Synod of Missouri, for al- 
teration of the current time-sharing 
arrangement was denied Friday (4) 


owned 


by FCC. KSD asked for unlimited 
hours of operation instead of the 
existing time-sharing basis and} 
KFUO asked for permission to op- 
erate one-half time with an increase 
in its power. 


In denying the application but re- 
ewing the licenses of both stations 


the commission stated that each 
station has been of an acceptable 
quality and has served its public in- 


each 
such 


probable that 
render 


terest and it is 
station will continue to 
service. 


Sports Chaness at -KGLO 


Mason City, Ia., March 8. 

Al Mitchell, KGLO’s sports spieler, 
left to return to his former job as 
sports edXNor of Mason City Globe- 
Gazette. Replacing Mitchell on the 
KGLO staff is Gordon Thomas, who 
comes from WHA and WIBU at} 
Madison, Wis. Jiin Woods takes over 
'KGLO sports department. 





NBC Programs Revitalizing Remote 


Canadian Areas; Helps Radio Biz 


Montreal, 
Approximately 27 privately owned 
Stations affiliated with the Ca- 
nadian Broadcasting Corp. have been 
revitalized as a result of popular 
American programs being piped in 
on account of the CBC hookup with 
NBC. 
While actual revenue increase is 
not considerable on account of 50% 
discount paid off for line charges, 


March 8. 
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AGENCY 


MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


plus only a 2% service charge by 
the CBC, the use of outstanding 
programs has made adjacent time on 
small stations more valuable and 
more salable. 

Strongest approval of the CBC 
policies is found in Ontario and fur- 
ther west. In northern Ontario, it 
is reported, listeners very seldom 
tuned in until recently, having given 
up radio as a form of entertainment. 
Reception is not clear in these areas 
and local stations were furnishing 
_only mediocre entertainment. 

Reported that sales of radio sets 
has increased in many areas where 


| the CBC hes outlets end that listen- 


|} er interest has grown considerably. 


WORKS 12-15 HOUR DAY 


Paul Jacklin Makes Allegation as He 
Resigns in South Africa 





Capetown, Feb. 15. 
Paul Jacklin, English program 
manager at the Capetown studios of 


the South African Broadcasting 
‘ has quit as a protest against 
the company’s ‘overworking of its 
| staff.” He will vacation until the end 


of May and go to New York to look 
for a i0b. 

Jacklin says that he, like 
}on the staff, has had to 
}12 to 15 hours a day, 
accumulated pobre 


others 
from 


work 


and mental 


ical | 


producing an | 


Thivierge, CHRC, Quebec, Urges Delay 


In Clamping Down on Sales Reps 


Montreal, March 8 

Members of the Canadian Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters are being asked 
to back up a petition by J. N. 
Thivierge, station director CHRC, 
Quebec, which would nullify the 
resolution adopted at the meeting 
of C.A.B. last month eliminating the 


non-exclusive station representative 
ym. the Canadian radio field 

In i lette to ideaster 
I Vie i IO! i on i 
tori lette ) tr effect t if } 
leal ngs W t proke e CoNne- 

ed ul t e |] 

( AB official i t 1 
with a le to a nembel ) e 
Association asking them to k to 
the agreement drawn up during the 


convention 

Majority of broadcasters in 
Province of Quebec seem to be in 
favor of the Thivierge plan while 
most western station men are back- 
ing the C.A.B. 


Elimination of the second 15% 
payment to station representative 
seems to 1: favored very trongly 
by the Association of Advertising 
Agencie Eastern station men are 


inclined to the belief that strong 


pressure from the A.A.A. is respon- | 
sible for the stand taken by the 
C.A.B. executive committee. 
Believed that advertising agency | 
|men are opposed to payment of a| 


second 15 commission on the 
grounds that th will eventually be 
charged up to advertisers throug 
possible increase in time rates. 
rrent with re- 


Talk is already cu 
time rate 


gard to an 
especially by congested 


Ickes Br deast 
Called ‘Sermon 


increase in 


Stations in 


London, Feb. 24. 

Harold L. Ickes, 
the Interior, inaugurated new 
‘America Speaks,’ 
preachment on the New Deal 
|eulogy of Roosevelt that came to 
British listeners as far more forth- 
right than most talks normally heard 
here. Speaking for 22 minutes di- 
rect from Washington on a special 
hook-up, he had an excellent con- 
| tact marred only by intermittent but 
slight fading. 

Paradoxically, he averred British 
| Conservative policy would in part be 
|denounced as a dangerously Red 
boast in America, though the latter 
| 
| 
| 


series, 





boasted the greatest political free- 
dom in the world. Textually, Ickes’ 
material was strong, serious contri- 


bution to the thought-provoking con- 
tent of B.B.C. programs, making an 
|emphatie start to a series which will 
| command keen interest on this side. 

Oratorically, on the other hand, 
the delivery 
somewhat like a sermon, even at 
times a species of tub-thumping. 
United Kingdom listeners prefer, in 
serious radio discussion, a less for- 
mal note, appreciating most of all 
the type of talk which might have 
come from a guest sitting in an arm- 
chair. 

(Series being broadcast Tuesday 
evenings at 9:20 G.M.T. on the Na- 
tional wavelength, running 
utes, 
news seapsabenoaid 


WIP- WL Grimacing 


Phi ladelphi a, March 8. 

_Tempers at WIP and WFIL were 
sizzling this week over charges by 
former outlet that WFIL set its quiz 
show at exactly same time as WIP's 
in an attempt to cop sponsor of the 
program on WIP, Shell Union Oil Co 

Long explanatory statement by 
Don Withycomb, WFIL g.m.. last 
week, served only to make things 
hotter. Withycomb denied that 
WFIL even knew that WIP had a 
q. and a. show, let 
| trying to swipe the sponsor or had 
hired a WIP salesman for that very 
purpose, 

WIP exec declared yesterday: 
‘Now I guess WFIL will change its 


the | 


hal 


U. S. Secretary of | 
B.B.C. | 
with a} 
and an | 


to English ears sounded | 


20 min- | 
immediately following 9 o'clock | 


' areas. 





By the British 





alone that it was 


fog t iat p ever ted him from doing} time to the same as Professor Quiz 
justice to the directorial assignment. ; because they don’t know he’s on.” | 


Some stations are pra 


sold out on choice spots 

In his appeal to station men to 
|hold off clubbing station reps 
Thivierge states that his ‘proposal! 


with the idea that it will 
brokers and sub-age 


is made 
give time 
time to 
which have already 
DY time brokers and on 


++ 


contract with fi 
} 


close 


time brokers have pl ' 
lot of time and money i 
shows, auditions, script et 
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Swing Session 
Picks 

CHARLIE 

BARNET 

To Headline Const -to-Coast 
Swing Radio Show 


Saturday, March 19th 
Thanks—Ed Cashman, Phil Cohan 
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AMATEURS GET 
WAXED IN ENGLAND 


London, Feb. 25. 
band leader, has tied up 
International Broadcasting 
controls Radio Nor- 
amateur talent idea. 


Alfredo, 
with the 
Corp., 


mandie, on an 


which 


With a unit put together by the 
IBC, Alfred starts soon on a vaude 
tour. Local amateurs will be in- 


runoff wherever 
eam of the 
their 


cluded in the stage 
the unit plays and 
amateur crop will 
inscribed On Wax. 

Transcriptions stemming from this 
hunt will be aired over Normandie 
twice weekly. 


South Africa Signs 


Feb. 22 
signed on the 


the cr 


have 


talent 
talent 





Capetown, 
South Africa has 
dotted line with Br India, Au- 
stralia, Denmark and Zealand, 
to the Broadcast Convention drawn 
up in Sept., 1936, now in force, and 
deposited with the League of Nations 
Convention the signatories 
not to broadcast. or permit to be 
broadcast, any wireless propaganda 
likely to disturb international rela- 
tions, especially false news. 


lain, 
New 


binds 





Radio’s Influence 


Saskatoon, Sask., March 8. 

Wooden-headed Charley Mc- 
Carthy was blamed and praised 
at sessions of the Saskatoon 
United church presbytery last 
week. Committee in charge of 
theological students said only 
three of 12 students under 
their care attended church 
Sunday nights. One of the 
dents suggested the 
stayed home to listen to Charlie 
McCarthy, heard Sundays at 7 
p.m., M.S.T., church § starting 
time 

Dean Arthur 
later observed congregational 
singing recently had displayed 
a trend suspiciously like the 
vocalizing popularized by Cros- 
by and Vallee. 


stu- 


others 


Collingw ood 
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Chas. de Cruz Due in U. S. 
Charles de Cruz, traveling rep 
Radio Belgrano (LR3), Buenos Aires 
arrives in N. Y. early in May. On 
arrival he will sever connection 
with radio station to devote his time 
to his own film trade publication, 
El Heraldo 
He expects to spend several weeks 
in N. Y. going over the film and ra- 
dio situation here before turning 
west and from there to home. 


for 
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}such as 
| 
real 
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TIME 
IGHT 


Govérnment 











on 
and Private Stations— 
Would Cost CKAC 
$17,000 Annually with 


No Commercial Privileges 


‘ALIEN’ ANGLES 


Montreal, March 8 
Officials of the Musicians’ Federa- 
tion of Montreal (Local 406 of the 


A. F. of M.) are negotiating for a 


new deal with Gladstone Murray, 
general manager of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. Union officials 


expect to confer with Murray short- 


ly with a view to ironing out differ- | 
did 
by the cor- | 


ences arising from the employment 
of non-union musicians 
poration and the 
higher rates. 
Union has also 
tions to privately owned stations 
CKAC and CFCF in Mont- 
asking for employment of staff 
orchestras with a minimum weekly 
rate of $72 for leaders and $48 for 
side men, with the provision that 
these men would not be employed 
for commercial broadcasting pur- 
poses. Union demands provide that 
members of staf orchestras shall 
broadcast one hour daily and re- 
hearse for not more than one and 
one-half hours daily. 
While these rates are below stand- | 
ard union wages as established by 
| the A. F. of M., local unions feel that 
if the CBC and privatel, owned sta- 
tions would absorb unemployed 
; musicians through the creation of 
| staff orchestras, the local problem 
| would be partially solved. 
If meeting union demands 
cost a station such as CKAC 
| proximately $17,000 to carry a staff 
lorchestra which could be used for 
| sustaining programs only. 
| Refers to Government 
Privately owned § stations have 
adopted the attitude that they can- 
|not deal with a branch of an alien 
|organization (placing the American 
Federation of Musicians in that cate- 
| gory), or agree to accept a standard 
form of contract with musicians 
without permission from the Cana- 
| dian Broadcasting Corp. 
| Suecess of union demands depends 
entirely on the outcome of talks with 
the CBC. One of the major union 
squawks is that musicians getting 
$15 for one hour of broadcasting 


establishment 


made 


may be required to rehearse for five | 
compensa- | 


additional 
heads want 
als to one and 


hours without 
tion. Union 
of rehears 


limitation 
one-half 











representa- | 
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The Universal Touch 


London, Feb. 25 
Erna Rubinstein, violin vir- 
tuoso, came over here latter 


part of last 
Alexander 
be held 


year to do a film for 
Korda, which had to 
up due to London Films 


difficulties at that time Mat 
McKeigue approached the BBC 
to put her on the ether Offi- 
cial approached claimed he had 
never heard of her, and insisted 
On an audition 

After two month f negotia- 


tions, she 
it took another 
BBC to give a 
audition, which 
be highly satisfactory 

Report added ‘but owing to 
the number of names already 
on our waiting list, we regret 
that we can make no definite 

engagement.’ 


finally auditioned, and 
month for 
report on 


was found to 


promise of an 














it would 
ap- | 





| 


hours for every hour of broadcasting | 


with pro-rata 
rehearsing. 
If figuring 
hearsals, 
|Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
| getting as little as $2 an hour. 


time spent on re- 


payment for additional | 


musician employed by the | 
| 

are 
Addi- | 


j 


tional tangle may be due to the fact | 


|that the CBC as 
agency may not be in a position to 
employ exclusively union labor to 
the exclusion of other taxpayers who 
may not belong to any union. 
tion of Government recognition of 
unions may, therefore, prove to be 
the major obstacle to a satisfactory 
solution. 


In Canada 


Gerdon V. Thompson, of To- 
onto music publishing firm of tl 

name, currently \ 
Canadian cities trying to 


radio statior mn using more of 


head 
al 
siting wester! 
interest 


under Canadian Perform 
Society control 


tunes 


| Rights 


George Doyle on CBC show fron 
Regina, Sask., got snowed in 
Speers had to 
Took a chi 
Foster, who had been han; 
for nights, trying to get an 
Kid clicked so big he'll become par! 


, of show. 


find sub in a hui 
ance on schoolboy Ra!ph 
r around 


auditior 


' 
a Government | 


Ques- | 


Curtis, KFRO, Admitted 


Longview, Tex., March 8 
James R. Curtis, prez of KFRO, is 
one broadcaster who attended 
recent N.A.B. Washington confab and 
more than conventioneering 
Went up before the U. S. Supreme 


of | Court and got admitted to practice | 


before the Big Bench 


+ 
| 
| 


i? 


the | 


RUDY VALLEE 


OFF IN CANADA 


Regina, Sa Vi h 8 
ly Va lee progran oft t 
Canadian Broadcasting Co hookuy 
March 31 Standard Bran of Cz 
ada will have imed the 13-weeks 
t obligated itself for whe t decided 
» use the Vallee Thursday night 


show to plug Fleischmann Yeast 

Plug for the yeast was inse 
Canada. In the United St 
Vallee show has been se 
Gelatin. 


WPEN Crew Goes C.1.0. 


Philadelphia, March 8 
Entire staff of 11 gabbers at WPEN 
swung from AGRAP to American 
Radio Telegraphers Association, CIO 


rted in 
ates ne 
lling Royal 


unit, last Friday night. 
Crew met in ARTA headquarters 


after station closed up to take a vote 

on the switch. 
elace ‘Smee, CBS thrush, wax- 

ing a series for World Broadcasting. 








is the word for it 


...is the name of a new book from WKRC, 


the Columbia 


owned and operated station in Cincinnati. It tells how one 


grocery product manufacturer increased his sales from cans to 


cases with an unusual Cincinnati program, It’s a story of 


WKRC showmanship. And WKRC salesmanship for sponsors. 


This is a book we think you should have —and will enjoy. 


Local advertisers place more business—50% more—on WKRC 


than on all other Cincinnati stations combined. WKRC is 


Cincinnati’s favorite local station. It is the only station broad- 


casting the Se schedule of any network, to the entire Cin- 


cinnati m arket. 


BROADCASTING SYSTEM” means, 


You can effectively 


WKRC at a cost within keeping of the market. It’s 


/ 


market that 1S buying now! 


CINCINNATI 
“At the top of the Dial” 


reac h the 


To 250,000 families, ‘ 


Py uv? 
550 Kilocycl . 5000 W 


*This is the COLUMBIA 
“THIS IS WKRC.” 


Cincinnati entire market with 


a rich 





its Day- 


time, rooo Watts Evening. Owned and Operate l by COLUMBIA 


BROADCASTING SYSTEM Rey 
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STAR SON G SPECIALS 


FIVE 





et the Famous Door 


YES, THERE AIN’T NO MOONLIGHT 


Lowis Prima's outstanding hit 


No. I hit on all hit sheets 
YOU'RE A SWEETHEART 


By McHugh end Adamson 
From the New Universal Production 


The sensational "Onyx Club” hit 


Deanna Durbin's newest song hit 
IT’S WONDERFUL 


A SERENADE TO THE STARS 


SWEET AS A SONG 


Gordon and Revel's latest and greatest 


(SQ WHAT!) 
By Jerome Gottler, Louis Prima 


From the New Universal Production 


From the 20th Century-Fox Production 


By Stuff Smith and Mitchell Parish 


and Archie Gottler 


“YOU'RE A SWEETHEART” 


* MAD ABOUT MUSIC” 


“SALLY, IRENE AND MARY" 


¢ 


NEW YORK CITY 


SEVENTH AVENUE 


799 











MURRAY BAKER, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


ROBBINS MUSIC el oe een © BEE e 


| Instructor,’ 


Ben Harney Dies, 
Pioneer Exemplar 
Of Ragtime Music 


Ben R. Harney, 66, pioneer of rag- 
rile 

time piano playing, died in Phila- 
delphia, March 1, of a heart disease 


which necessitated his retirement 
from the stage some 15 yeal igo. 
He was buried F nd Ceme 
te . VI 

\ 189 tl late Charl 
I tna A i impel rf mes 
tO Ma Irv ) n i then new 
nvtnn (JQutstanaing Was ‘The New 
Bully scored an almost in 
stantaneous hit Harney then a 


resident in Louisville, was quick to 
master the syncopated rhythm, and 
in 1896 was brought to New York 
by Tony Pastor and presented at his 


theatre in 14th street. His success 


was so marked that Trevathan was 
forgotten and Harney is generally 


credited with being the originator of 


ragtime playing, as it was then 
called. It was the forerunner of the 
1odern jazz and swing which stem 


from the same syncopation 

Harney was not its creator, but 
without his brilliant playing the 
new idea might have been presently 
forgotten With his success’ so 
marked, a host of imitators sprang 
up, but two, Mike Bernard, 
house pianist at Pastor’s, and Burton 
(Bert) Green, then playing for the 
shows at Huber’s Museum, approxi- | 
mated the brilliance of his perform- 
ance, and both owe their inspiration 
to Harney, whose facile technique 
enabled him to keep in the van. 


only 


From playing to composition was 
a natural step and his ‘Mr. Johnson 


Turn Me Loose’ and ‘She Was a} 
Good Old Wagon, But She Done | 
Broke Down’ were followed by 


nearly 100 other compositions. He 
was also the author of ‘The Ragtime | 
the standard work on| 
syncopated music, but he could not 
endow his readers with the nimble | 
fingers which were the basis of his | 
artistry. 


| 


Harney played practically every 
vaudeville house of any size in the 
United States, including frequent 
repeats over the Keith and Orpheum 
Circuits, and he could play Pastor’s 
any time he wanted. He was al- 
ways certain to pack the house. He | 
was with the then famous Boston | 
Howard Athenaeum road show, then | 


ithe peak of touring vaudeville, for | 


one season, and also toured for Wil- | 
liam A. Brady. | 


His playing led to the cake walk | 
craze, using the same tempo. | 

His last professional appearance | 
was over the Orpheum Circuit in| 
| 1923. 
| He exerted a powerful influence | 
|on popular music and it is probable | 
that without his 
|might have had 
|passed. He took the 


leadership jazz 


Trevathan 


type, which still endures. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
|former Jessie Haines, of the Klaw | 
& Erlanger and other musical pro- 
ductions 


THAT DIZZY THURSDAY 


Flood Day Had Seenmeoe Scurrying 
for Those Openings 


contacteers in Tin 





Professional 
| Pan Alley 
jlast Thursday (3) when it looked 
'as though NBC's trio of hour com- 
|mercials might not come east that 
;night because of the lower Cali- 
'fornia floods. With plugs already 
| set on the Rudy Vallee and Bing 
|Crosby shows, the music men kept 
;rushing from advertising agency to} 
network program department to 
keep themselves posted on any pos- | 
sible substitution of programs from | 
New York. 

Every time an agency or 
the manager of an available band 
and the song-pushers heard about it 
they 
|the band on 
theirs on the 
flurry came to an end at 5:30 p.m. 
when NBC 


using a 


from the Coast as scheduled. 


WILLSON’S NEW RHAPSODY 


Meredith Willson is 
| ‘Rhapsody 





special in Green’ for the 


i ‘* 
March 17 broadcast of the Maxwell 
Hous? program over NBC. 
If deemed marketable one of the 


Metro music houses may publish. 


| 
its brief day and | 


| served with a notice of appeal by 
idea and expanded it into a distinct’| Andre J. 


spent a hectic afternoon | 


would be off in a flock to sell | 
number of | 
commercial. The 


announced that it would | 
be able to transmit all three shows | 


composing a| 
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Breakdown of Network Plugs 


Following is an analysi 
the week from 


Monday through Sunday (Feb. 28-Marci 5). 


3 of the combined plugs of current tunes on WEAF, WJZ and WABC computed jor 
Grand total represents accumulated performance 


on the two NBC links and CBS. ‘Commercials’ refers to all types plugs on sponsored programs. In ‘Source’ col- 








Tobani Family Appeals 


} 


Carl Fischer, Inc., was last week 


Tobani, who last Decem- 
| ber lost out in an attempt to uphold 
| his family’s claim to the ownership 
lof copyright renewals of works! 
| created by his late father, Theodore 
| M. Tobani. The case is being taken 
to the U. S. Circuit of Appeals. 

| In his decision Judge Alfred C. 
| Coxe, of the Federal court, N. Y., 
| had held that the works in question 
had been written by Tobani while 
| on the arranging staff of the old} 
| Fischer firm and that since the copy- 
|right law gives the publisher the | 


| in his 


legit tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. 


um, * denotes film song, 
Grand Commer- 
Title Publisher Source Total cials Vocals 
Sweet as a Son Bee a & .Robbins .. :s ee lly, Irene and Mary wTeey y 30 9 23 
I Can Dream, Cc. an’t I”. . Marlo so MBIGRE Fiis. WY ss 06s cscs - 25 4 20 
I Double Dare You .. Shapiro .. NSPE ReeCe Tree Te CE eT ce 25 8 18 
More Than Ever... - . Miller |) MEPS C TOT UEREE TT Iae TL eT 25 4 13 
Whistle While You Work .. Berlin Ee WRI: cc kcccncccictacs 2 11 16 
You're an Education . Remick (aha peer acd awateea he eae tas errr 4 1] 
Thanks for the Memory . Paramount er 2. le | re . 20 8 16 
The One I Love Feist . *Everybody Sing.... ; . 20 3 10 
It’s Wonderful . Robbins Pop ‘ 19 l 17 
I See Your Face Before Me Crawford .. *Between the Devil eo 19 6 15 
Ti-Pi-Tin Feist 3 ree , 19 > 14 
You're a Sweetheart Robbins *You're a Sweetheart 19 4) 13 
It’ S  asiee Said Than Done Olman Pop 19 1 13 
Let’s Sail to Dreamland . Spier Pop 19 4 10 
Goodnight, Sweet Dream Shapiro Pop 19 ) 8 
Dipsy Doodle Lincoln Pop 13 6 7 
Goodnight, Angel Berlin “Radio City Revel 17 3 16 
Please Be Kind Harms Pap 16 2 9 
Always and Always Feist “Mannequin. 16 3 7 
Outside of Paradise . Select . *Outside of Par: adise 15 3 10 
New Apple Tree. . Chappell *dooray. for What. 15 3 a 
|In My Little Red Book . Marks .. (sks eaaeawe es 14 3 7 
Just a Simple Melody . Witmark ‘Script Girl. 14 2 5 
Tonight We Love . Famous Romance in the Dark. 13 4 6 
|One Song.. ; . Berlin .. PR WO UNNEE Ss 0x6 006060 eS ccewe's 13 5 5 
Ten Pretiy Girls . Crawford PO Nib sacar eesasecacs 13 4 5 
Taboo re Cer ror er .- Southern Pe. oehceeeaks 13 l 3 
I Simply Adore You .. Ager-Yellen err re errr eee 12 2 i) 
Romance in the Rain -Red Star *Harlem:on the Prairie 12 2 7 
How’r You Like to Love Me?” Famous *College Swing 1] 2 10 
Love Is Here to Stay Chappell *“Goldwyn Follies 1] l 8 
Love Walked In .. Chappell .."Goldwyn Follies 11 2 7 
I Live the Life I Love.... ...e++++ Words-Music .. tFifty-Fifty oP 11 5 6 
You Took the Words Out of My Heart. Paramount .......*Big Broadcast..... x Sea “ae 0 6 
Loch Lomond. rane . Robbins ES ah SAS Ea eas iene wee 10 6 7 
I Was Doing All Right... ..Chappell Goldwyn Follies v 10 3 | 
Shack in Back of the Hills sos ETE 4 ae .Pop 10 2 7 
Somebody's Thinking of You Tonight. .Schuster-Miller Pop Ramatien iia waere a a 0 q 
REGIONS 6c cdsices . Berlin Snow White...... , . 10 7 6 
| Moon of Manakoora Kalmar -Ruby .."*Hurricane .. - er. 10 4 6 
Sunday in the Park . Mills .+Pins and Needles pssthente . wo 2 5 
| At a Perfume Counter .. Donaldson *+Casa Manana Revue......... 10 l 5 
Old Apple Tree... . Witmark *Swing Your Lady...... ; 9 l 7 
In the Still of Ni; ght. ro .oooes Chappell pg MEMGEREIE fund ocad bad aaeweees 9 3 5 
On the Sunny Side of the Rockies Hollywood . > toll Along, Cowboy 9 0 3 
Gypsy Told Me So....... .eeeee. Crawford ........*Happy Landing...... ey) l l 
Yes, There Ain’t No Moonli ght. ...eeee+RObbins AN a Nia Gre aiacy 8 1 8 
Mama, That Moon Is Here Again....... Paramount Smet Broadcast. .....5<: 8 l 6 
| Did an Angel Kiss You?..... eee Famous . Pop eee Wore 8 l 6 
Rosalie el ee eee rT Ce ei ye Chappell .. "Rosalie 7 3 7 
Once ina NN ene eos 2 eee Miller .Pop 7 1 7 
Two Bouquets. re coor ree) ll. ee errr rrr 7 0 7 
On the Sentiment: Bh BIRO. 6c ccccusccs  AMMOE ccc: ...”" Dr. Rhythm ete eareae r l 6 
Serenade i CN a is ead naleaie’ Robbins...... .*Mad About Music..... r 7 l 5 
Re 5 SEY WOU a vec cacesensccysanda Words-Music Wek. yA 7 l 3 
|Hometown .. rere ll... ee ere re ee | 3 4 
With a Smile and a ie ae ies Berlin ..*Snow White 6 5 5 
| There’s a Goldmine in the Sky......... Berlin .. Pop Aare twt ee thug es ts ; 6 4 5 
Nice Work If You Can Get It.......... Chappell . *Damsel in Distress 6 0 5 
| Jezebel ..2.5...2.. STTrerr ae * Jezebel 6 2 4 
I Fall in Love with You Eve: y Day . Famous ... "College Swing ‘ rer 6 I 4 
Two Dreams Got Togethe: .....Remick -—. wreee 6 9 4 
GGG. PMIIIOT 55 os cc cc cncceddascevecs Ager-Yellen ..... — “ Pisa se ae 1 1 
I BNO 5 doin evs 64 00:00-44.0:044- 50.00% Circle .. "Rebecca of Sunns brook Farm. 6 1 0 
|Oooh Boom....... BA he .. Santly-Joy seer OD cee Sree grag rere 5 0 $ 
You Conign't Be Cuter. i.ccssss. .. Chappell... .... “JOY of L 1a.) 5 1 5 
This Is My Night to Dream cy eee fe FY l 5 
Aintcha Comin’ Back to California?... Fisher c. Serrrercrarr rer. se 5 2 4 
| This Is My Song..:....... BROMO oss ccc ies Pop , ; pb ; ? 4 
boo a errr ee reer eee Jo “Everybody ‘Sing. piles suis 5 2 4 
I’m the One Who Loves You.......... oO errr. yp SEPP re eee ee 3 0 3 
Ue TON a 6c ee dient eaesees Famous weeceee*True Confession...... a Ot hi 5 0 4 
Who Are We to Say?.... er. |) ere er *Girl of Golden West.......... 5 0 4 
Some Day My Prince Will Come. ee ree 6 I MPERIU (hGct i eaes rene ead 5 4 2 
I'm Like a Fish Out of Water.........Harms ........... *Hollywood Hotel...... cocees - 5 l 2 
Any Old Lane Is Lover’ er’s Lane. sTaeeke J Ne ore 4) SoL ee Cee ere eee ae eee ee 5 8 ; 








| right to renew the copyright of a! 
| work created while the writer was 
hire the Tobani family had no 


cause of action. 
Court ordered that the 
assign to Fischer all the 


Tobs 


their father. Tobani family 
sought to restrain Fischer from p 


lishing or selling the works covered 


by the renewals. 


Downey’s Decca Diskers 
Morton 


Downey has been sig 
tured by Decca to wax 80 pop 
tunes. Cutting begins latter part of 


this week. 


Singer currently at the Casa Ma- 


nana, N. Y. 


Bob Wright and Chet Forrest have 
completed three songs, ‘Snowbound,” 
‘Girl Wanted’ and ‘Harlem Yodel,’ 

| for Metro’s musical short, ‘Snow Gets 
anis|in Your Eyes.’ 


| 


renewals | 
| they had taken out on the works of | 
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Stall Off Dreyfus-Bernstein Fuss 


Meanwhile Pubs Would Like to Halt Renewal Raids, 
but Nobody Will Take Initiative 


While a number of publishers last 
week expressed themselves as favor- 


ing the calling of a truce in the 
raiding now going on of one an- 


other’s copyrights as they come due 
for renewal, not one of these was 
inclined to initiate the movement. 
Feeling prevailing among them was 
that the suggestion of such pact 
would be interpreted as a sign of a 
publisher’s weakening confidence in 
his legal rights and ability to out- 
bid the advances offered by his com- 


petitors to writers. One pub re- 
marked that a truce will only be 
called when the cost of picking up 


these copyright renewals gets too ex- 
pensive for everybody in the indus- 
try. 

Controversy between Max Drey- 
fus. of Chappell & Co., and Louis 
Bernstein, head of Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co., over the renewal rights 
to ‘A Little Love, a Little Kiss’ has 
reached a stalemate. Charges by 
Dreyfus that Bernstein had misused 
his office as vice-president of the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers to obtain these 


rights were to be aired before a 
meeting of the ASCAP board last 


Wednesday (2), but the get-together 
was Called off. No date has been set 
for another conclave on the issue. 
It is understood that various pub- 
lisher members on the board are 
anxious, because 0° ASCAP political 
ramifications, to avoid having to take 
sides in the Drevfus-Bernstein tilt 
and are hoping that the two will set- 
tle their differences outside the pre- 
cincts of the society. 


Musical Notes as Design 


For Textiles Go Blooey; 
MPPA Demands Audit 


Scheme which Byron Moon, ad 
agency man, had of making the tex- 
tile, wallpaper and rug buyers mu 
sical conscious has blown up and 
Moon is now faced with a possible 
suit from the Mus’: Publishers Pro- 
tective Association. Moon has of- 
fered the MPPA $183 in settlement 
of royalties due, but Harry Fox, gen. 
mgr. of the association, refuses to 
accept any sum unless it is accom- 
panied by the statement of a certi- 
fied public accountant. 

Moon’s idea involved the imprint- 
ing of objects on textiles in such 


+ 








Songs You Don’t Hear 


Songwriters’ Guild planning 
to offer radio tvpe of 
musical program of ‘songs you 
don’t hear,’ garnered from 
members. 

Idea 


a new 


to take unpublished 
of clique, those that 
never are popularized and those 
buried on publishers’ shelves 
and give ’em an airing. 


Tomei Raps Jam 
As ‘Just Playing 


1S 


<x° ree 
WOTRKS 











7. 





| 


| 
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Without Pay 


Philadelphia, March 8. 

There'll be 
for Philly, A. A. Tomei, prez 
Tooters’ Local here, ruled this week. 
Order followed session when Tommy 
Dorsey, Bunny Berigan and Gene 
Krupa got together at the Arcadia- 
International coupla Saturday nights 
ago. 

‘They can call it a jam session or 
whatever else they want,’ Tomei 
said, ‘but to the union it’s just play- 
ing without getting paid and that’s 
strictly against the rules, It must be 


cut out before it goes any farther 
here. If we don’t stop it, night club 


owners won't be hiring bands at all, 
but will just have wandering musi- 
cians come in and jam for coffee and 
kudos.’ 

Tomei said he was going 
into the possibility of penalizing Dor- 
sey and Krupa for their part in the 


Arcadia session. He said he wasn't 


no more jam sessions | 


| mandatory 


DOSUMETHIN 
DEAT ROM WI 


Music Biz Now Says Bribery 
Is the Responsibility of 
Performing Rights Society 
—Methods Used to Af- 
fect Royalty Points Covers 
Trade Practices 


3 


J 








RELATIVES 


Pressure has been brought within 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers to make it 
for the board of direc- 


tors to take steps to curb plug bri- 


| bery and other evil practices now 
| going on in the music industry. 
| ASCAP’S' general counsel, Frolich 
& Schwartz, has been _ instructed 
to study the constitution and by- 
llaws of ASCAP with a view to ad- 
| vising the directorate whether it has 
the authority to make rules and 
| veadlations dealing with royalty 
| distributions in the event unfair 
methods have been used to obtain 
them. 


of | 


| the latter document 


Faction within the Society which 
prompted the legal study points out 
that such authority already 
granted by ASCAP’S charter. Given 
one of the Society’s purposes in 
is the 
of abuses and unfair practices and 
methods in the exploitation of mu- 


1S 


as 


| sical works.’ 


to look | 


| joint 


sure that anything could be done, | 
Reminded that such jam_ sessions 


were good publicity and created in- 
terest in music, as evidenced by the 
terrific response at the Arcadia, he 
said: ‘Sure people like it, but mu- 
sicians are just cutting their own 
throats if they keep it up.’ 





SLOT MUSIC DISTRIBS 


progression as ‘o represent the musi- | 


easily recognized 
popular tunes. Bubbles would he 
used in the case of ‘I’m Forever 
Blowing Bubbles’ and daisies for a 
musical design on the theme of 
‘Daisies Won't Tell.” Moon has ad- 
vised Fox ihat the recent sharp 
fluctuation in the price of cotton 
g00ds has resulted in the cancella- 
tion of contracts he had made with 
manufacturers for the use of his 
designs, 

After Moon got his idea started, 
Fox and he drew up a contract by 
which copyright owners were guar- 
anteed a minimum income of $250 on 
each tune used in a design, but this 
agreement was never signatured by 
the agency man. Moon explained 
that the payment of $183 is based 
on the original agreement he made 
with the MPPA. 4 


ASCAP LAW STALLED; 
ATTORNEYS WRANGLE 


Lincoln, March 8. 


_Extensions of time for filing addi- 
tional interrogatories and answers in 
the test case against the state here 
by ASCAP is holding up any def- 
Inite action on the constitutionality 
of the measure. 

_ Meanwhile, the temporary injunc- 
tion against enforcing the 1937 en- 
écted law which calls ASCAP a re- 
Straint of trade, still holds on. Mat- 
ter is in federal court here. 


cal notation of 





BAND IN CONNECTICUT 


Hartford, March 8. 
To correct abuses in the industry 





salacious recordings, a group of auto- 
matic phonograph operators met in 
Bristol recently and organized the 
Automatic Phonograph Distributors 
Association of New England. 

W. E. Watkins, of Springfield, was 
named president. Other officers are 


| John J. Fitzgerald, New Haven, vice- 


| was considering 


president: Albert J. Navickas, 
Bridgeport, treasurer; Jerry Altro, 
New Haven, assistant treasurer, and 
Victor F. DeNezzo, Hartford, secre- 
tary and attorney. 


MAY LIFT EXCISE TAX 


Some Relief for Phonograph Manu- 
facturers From Government 


Washington, March 8. 

Phonograph industry is due to get 
out from under punitive Federal 
taxes costing around $300.000 per 
year and further discouraging the 
sale of records. Congress this week 
a new revenue bill 
10‘, gyp. effective 


that lifts the 
July 1. 

In urging repeal of this six-year- 
old excise, the House Ways 
Means Committee 
dise-making industry in a de- 
pressed state since the development 
of Yield small it is 
not the trouble to collect 


“is 


radios.’ 
worth 


is so 


Jack Mills has obtained the Ameri- 
can rights to ‘The Lonsome Trail 
Ain't Lonesome Any More, from 
Cinephonic Music, Ltd., of London. 








Moe : | and publishers that 
and to wipe out the distribution of cae ig tag oa 


Bad Faith 
This same faction holds that the | 
ASCAP directorate is legally obli- | 


gated to consider how the perform- 


' 
| 


| 
} 
| 


‘abolition | 


| Piper, 
| American Society of Composers, Au- 
| thors 


ance credits were compiled when it | 


determined what share of the ac- 
cumulated royalties should be paid 
a publisher member. The Society, | 


it further 
venture 


law if certain 


is contended, rates 
and that under the 
members cen be 
proved to have acted in bad faith 
the board has no alternative but to 
censure or penalize them. 
Among the angles that this 
tion seeks to bring within the pur- 
view of the ASCAP board the 
practice of certain publishers’ pro- 
fessional men of laying out the pro- 
grams of band leaders with network 
releases, all of which places such 
publishers’ employees 
to trade plugs. Also the employ- 
ment of band leaders’ brothers and 
relatives by advantage seeking pub- 
lishers. This group within the So- 
ciety also wants the board to make 
it clear to band leader songwriters 
their actual or 
membership in ASCAP 
subject to the same stric- 


a 


as 


is 


will be 


| tures laid down for everybody else. 





MORRIS SEEKS COLLAB 
TO SUCCEED WHITING 


Edwin H. Morris, v.p. in charge of 
Warner Bros.’ music publishing in- 
terests, who arrived from the Coast 
Friday (4), expects to pick a writing 


| partner for Johnny Mercer during 
jhis ‘Morris’) stay in New York, 
Morris figures on remaining in the 


& | 
pointed out that | 


east until things musically get active 
} 


again in WB's Hollywood studios. 
Since his arrival Morris has been 
flooded with calls from writers seek- 


ing the alliance with Mercer, Warner 


| contractee, whose last partner was 
the late Dick Whiting. Morris said 
|that there was nothing to the report 
'that Al Dubin and Harry Warren 
| were splitting up. Dubin himself, 
expiains Morris, started the report as 
gag while in conversation with a 
publisher who has other studio con- 
| nections. Dubin is currently resting 
from a medical going over 
Lachman Stricken 
Chicago. March § 
Sidney Lachmén. midwest repre- 
sentative for ASCAP., is in the hos- 
‘pital with a cerebral hemorrhage. 


copyrighted instrumental and vocal | 
| compositions. 
Design of the bill is to make it 
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) ASCAP 





° Snow White’ Score Takes Leadership 


As Sheet Music and Disc Sellers 





Lyman Clarifies 


Abe Lyman, currently spotted 
at the Casa Manana, Broadway. 
connected with al t 
work commercials, had 
manager, Harry Weinstein, last 


Seve! net- 
It 


is 


week address the _ following 
letter to music publishers: 
‘In the future please do not 


contact Teddy Powell (Lyman’'s 


librarian) with requests to do 
program numbers. The only 
one to contact is Abe Lyman 
at the Casa Manana. 

“In the event that Teddy 
Powell wants to place a song 
with you, please accept it on 


the merits of the song itself and 
not because of Teddy Powell's 
connection with Abe Lyman.’ 


N. Y. Also Now 
Has Anti-ASCAP 











Law on the Tapis 


Albany, March 8. 
By the terms of a bill introduced 
March 7 by Assemblyman R. Foster 
Republican, of Erie County, 


and Publishers would be de- 
clared an unlawful monopoly and its 
method of collecting fees and royal- 
ties a restraint of trade. Bill amends 
the general business law relative to 


illegal for any composer, publisher, 


owner, their heirs or assignees, to 
form an_e association, partnership, 
| corporation, group or entity to fix 


face | 


and collect fees for the performance 
of any composition. 


Measure would permit only an 


| original selling price to be collected 


ithe 
{lished or manufactured. 


in a position | 
| the 


with the stipulation that the price 
must appear on any form in which 
composition originally 
The 
sweeping effect of the bill 
music to be played in theatres, over 
radic, in hotels, restaurants, 


is 


wide, 


i|dance halls, colleges and any other 


| lower 
la 


place where music may be used for 
the original published price. 

A fine not exceeding $5,000 and 
one year imprisonment for an indi- 
vidual and fine of not more than 
$20,000 for corporations is provided 
for violation of the bill the 
alty clause. 

The bill has been timed in the 
Assembly to avoid reference commit- 
tee as it will automatically go to the 
rules group which takes over con- 
sideration. Pending legislation in 
house tomorrow (Thursday), 
companion bil! to be in- 
troduced in the the 
few days. 


L. A. LEGALISTS TO 
WHISTLE’ IN COURT 


a 


In 


due 
Senate 


IS 


in next 


‘I Love to Whistle,’ plugged num- 
ber of ‘Mad About Music.’ Deanna 
Durbin starrer for U, is already 
heading for trouble Song 
credited to Jimmy McHugh id 
Harold Adamson, but claimed a 
previous property of tw L.o 
Anveles attorney Dave Hoff n 
and Myron Glauber. under the title 
of ‘I Can Only Whistle.’ 

Lawyers have been n the 
ong around at parties for two vea: 
and the assumption of the end 
v that they had sold » the I 
MM er This proved te On 

umption 

Suit is now in pre; nm 4 
Hoff ' Glauber be pres¢ 
n Me ‘ Hoffman f 
ttorney§ fe | A Ile es ¢ 
7 , Glauber the lyrics. 

H 





pub- | 


permits | 


pen- | 


Score of Walt Disney ‘Snow 
White and the Seven Dwartf al- 
ready vives indications of establish- 
ig a new high in the sale of sheet 
nusic and phonograph records hav- 
ing a film as their source. With the 
Disney feature but in its third week 
of general release, Irving Berlin, 
Inc., publisher of the score, has dis- 
posed of over 400,000 piano copies. 
while RCA Victor, which holds the 
exclusive rights to the wax repro- . 
duction of music from ‘Snow White's’ 
soundtrack, has sold close to 25.000 
disc sets There are three records 
in a_ set. Dance versions of the 
cartoon’s score are also selling big 

Estimates around the music busi- 
ness give the outlook on sheet sales 


jan easy 1,500,000 copies, while: the 
| Berlin firm figures that it All xO 


considerably over this by: the#time 
the film has run its complete ®ourse 


and that several numbers mM. the 
}score will become standards in the 
i field of childlore music. Berlin is 
{now publishing all eight tunes now 
contained in the film and it is due 
to get a ninth, ‘Snow White,’ which 
| Larry Morey and Frank Churchill, 
who are responsible for the entire 


j 
| score, are now writing. 
| ‘Heigh Ho’ looks as though it will 
| replace ‘Whistle While You Work’ 
las the score’s No. 1 seller. Another 
number of the group that is coming 
| up fast, say the music jobbers, is the 
| ‘Dwarfs’ Yodel Song.’ Three of the 
| tunes already rate among the first 
115 best sellers, namely, ‘Whistle,’ 
|‘Heigh’ and ‘Some Day My 
Will Come Aleng.’ 
Exceptional demand for the score 
extended itself even to piano 


Prince 


| has 
rolls. 


Sir Louis Sterling Sets 
Deal for Brunswick Discs; 


Also May Handie Muzak 


| Electric and Musical Industries, 
| Ltd., of London, will add the Bruns- 
wick and American Record labels to 
| its list commencing July 1. Deal, 
| which will give EMI the foreign 
| distribution of these brands in the 
British Isles, Europe, Japan and 
practically the remainder of the 
| globe except North and South Amer- 
| ica, was closed Monday (7) by Sir 
Louis Sterling, the British combine’s 
| managing director, who has been in 
this country for the past several 
i weeks. Sir Louis sails for home toe 
day (Wednesday). 

Through this latest 


tieup, EMI 


phonograph company’s master turned 


out in the United States, except 
Decca. It is Decca Record Co., Ltd., 
of England, that currently controls 


the foreign rights of the Brunswick 
and American Record masters, 
| Decca having obtained them when 
it took over the Crystallate Co., sev- 
eral ye The old Crystallate 
arrangement with Brunswick-Amer- 
June 30. Officials of 
RCA Victor on this side 
sterday (Tuesday) that the 
alliance with Brunswick will 
affect them in anyway. British 
mbine already controls the U. S. 
Victor output its ownership 
of Victor « 
While 


us 


2rs ago 


ican expires 
Decca and 
stated 
EMI 


not 


ve 


cet 
throuch 
if England. 
this country Sir 

discussed with Warner 
possibility of establishing 
h affiliate of Muzak, In« 
radio service which 


ucers took 


he was in 


Lo also 
Bros. the 
Brit 


red 


tne 


' , 
the flim 


over r¢ crit 


Bob Crosby to Chi Blackhawk 


Chicazo, March 8 
Boo Cre rchestri ha been 
booked f y at the Blackhawk 
ere t March 0) Crosby 
‘ ( n | p le 
( e f K; i - 
York 1 ] 
ei tr ‘ ' vi ( j of 
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Bob ( b (j ‘ On the Upbeat : 
rosby Lites hockwell-U Keele st Sheet Music Sellers 
Jack Marshard opened at Statler 
B f N Yy k M . @ ’ L | hotel, Detroit, Marcn 7. (Week ending Saturday, March 5) 
ec ore ew or uSsIClalls 0Ca Dick Stabile into Statler hotel, ; 
| Buffalo, March 12 for MCA. *Whistle While You Work. ....cccccccccccccccccccces. Berlin 
lice ta > *Thanks for the Memory ..... ocececcccccccsccecceesFaramount 
: | Paul Zara at Statler hotel, St.| SE Doble Dare YOu o.cccscccvevecevees 900-489 oeeeeee Shapiro 
ee Trseee. BA: Tomen Sis Sener: GARBER PAYS $28,000 | Louis, starting March 13, *There’s a Gold Mine in the Sky ......+++.. cccccoces Orn 
versy with his former partner and CED: 6 ab 55 0:00 040006 6600s) 145064 548 E085905 .--.Berlin 
bookers, Rockwell-O’Keefe, Inc. to! FOR KARZAS RELEASE Larry Lee into Peabody hotel, Sweet As @ GON ccccccccccecdecscccccccsses s++ee+-Robbins 
the trial board of the New York| | Memphis, March 10 for MCA, to be B,D 5.50 044 60666065640600 000000608 snbens .-. Lincoln 
Musicians Union. Crosby is charging | a | followed March 16 by Paul Pen-|} Moon Of Manakoora .........s0eeeeseeeeeeeeeees .--Kalmar-Ruby 
piper ; abi ed Hollywood, March 8. | darvis. A er rrr res eee .-. Feist 
aCe we Rae with having som Jan Garber finally succeeded in | : wed : ES POU BOG le pices chs eho s tone seek eeeeenees .+e.-Crawford 
him under scale on hotel engage | ottling his contract with Andrew Louis Armstrong plays Loew's Pe Sy res CBG FF kde desc ccasncncecseseeesenees Marlo 
ments. The booking organization has Karzas in Chicago but it was an State, N. ¥ M eek March 24 for Rock- Tee. SOU ok bb ine éae Jaesud d04aeeeeced ben bens Berlin 
been advised that it will have to ap- | expensive severance. With two years well-O'Kecfe. | Wee ROU GHIEID: has co ccc.escneeaccceceseesenes ees oo 
ear before Local 802’s trial board,/and three months remaining of a — sel a . *Rosalie Ee eee TT eT Tee Tere lappe 
at Bee ued “ ses has not been! five-year ticket, band leader asked eee Schroedet *Some Day My Prince Will Come Along........ssees Berlin 
set. for his release so he png neey — pussies * Indicates filmusical song. + Indicates stage production song. 
Rockwell-O’Keefe stated Monday Burns and Allen airshow _e ers Charles E. Green, prez of CRA, | The others are pops, 
(7) that it had been expecting this fill a 16-week engagement at Topsys jue in N. Y. today (Wednesday) | 
move. Crosby has been demanding, | in nearby Southgate, from cross-country trip 
it was said, a complete release of his Karzas agreed to terminate the a ° e 
contract with the organization and contract but it cost Garber exactly Erskine Hawkins opens an eastern Inside Stufi—Music 
also from money claims that the $28,000. Only solace for Garber was| theatre tour March 10 at Johnson , 


booking outfit had made against him' that he could make the deduction on 


and his partner, Gil Rodin. Latter his tax return. 
pair had recently cited Rockwell- ee 
O'Keefe before the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians and the latter ¢ K L 
refused to recognize the validity of ene rupa eaves 
the contract that R-O’K had with P B d 
Crosby and Rodin. Goodman; Own an 
Crosby and Rodin walked out of ee 

the Rockwell-O’Keefe alliance sev- 

Sie tene Krups ’ ecently walked 
eral months ago. Latter office sub- Gene Krupa, who recentl; ‘ 


out of his drums assignment i1n 
Benny Goodman's band, has asked 
Rockwell-O’Keefe to help him build 


sequently settled a claim of $33,000 
it made against Bing Crosby, Bob’s 
brother, in connection with radio 


representation, while Bernard Mil- 

















City, Pa. 
] 


Jack Sherr connects with Broad- 
| moor C. C., Denver, March 9 for 
four weeks after closing at Rice 


a dance combination around him and | 


ler, R-O’K attorney, brought suit in| 2!so to manage the proposed — | 


the New York supreme court against | 7#U0N. 
Bob Crosby and Rodin for monies 
claimed due as officer and counsel 
for Crosby-Rodin, Inc., the corporate 
setup of the Crosby band. 


~_—- 


he quit. 











WHO ARE WE TO SAY 
SHADOWS ON THE MOON 
MARIACHIE ' 
GIRL OF THE GOLDEN WEST 


By Sigmand Romberg and Gus Kahn 
From the MGM picture “The Girl of the Golden West” 





ALWAYS AND ALWAYS 
By Bob Wright, Chet Forrest and Edward Ward 


From the MGM picture “Mannequin” 








The Sensational Mexican Waltz Song 
TLPLTIN 

Music and Spanish Lyric by Maria Grever 

English Lyric by Raymond Leveen 





THE ONE LLOVE 
MELODY FARM 


By Gus Rahn, B. Kaper and W. Jurmann 
From the MGM picture “Everybody Sing” 





SWEET SOMEONE <“ 








|) 

By Mack Gordon and Harry Revel » 
From the 20th-Century Fox picture “Love and Hisses” “i 
Ht 

, . ai 

The Top Novelty Tune ait 
JOSEPHINE «if 
By Gus Kahn, Wayne King and Burke Bivens «ill 
ail 

e «ill 

Cr FET inc <i 

«ai! 

1629 BROADWAY @ NEW YORK «il! 
CHESTER COHN, Gen. Prof. Mgr. «| 
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Krupa was one of the featured | p; 
personalities in the Goodman setup | 


| 
| 
| 


hotel, Houston, Tex. 
1 “ 


Fran Eichler will replace Herman 
Middleman outfit at Nixon cafe, Pitts- 


burgh, March 14, for six weeks while | 


latter band 38-day Pan- 
American cruise aboard SS. Califor- 
nia. Middleman will return to his 
old spot April 25. 

Jerry Livingston orchestra extend- 
ed until March 13 at Laurel-in-the- 
ines, Lakewood, N. J. 
for a University 


goes on 


of Maryland hop 


| and was receiving $500 a week when | March 18 and a charity ball at Beth- 


lehem, Pa., March 26. 

Dick Messner plays Hunter Col- 
lege prom at Plaza hotel May 7 and 
Yale prom March 12. 

Andy Kirk follows Louis Arm- 
strong into the Grand Terrace ball- 
room, Chicago, March 10. 

Joe Haymes open five-week stay at 
New Penn, Pittsburgh, Friday (11), 
succeeding Carl (Deacon) Moore, 
who leaves for theatre dates. 
Haymes will be a floor show headed 
by Joe Rogers, m.c., and also booked 
by Joe Hiller for CRA, 


Pittsburgh, for six weeks Monday 
(14) during absence of Herman Mid- 


dleman’s outfit, booked for 39-day 
Pan-American cruise on SS Cali- 
fornia. 





SAD-GLAD TALE 

More Like Lombardo Than the Orig!I- 

nal Not Helping Ike Silver Much 
Dallas, March 8. 

Ike Silver’s band, known in Dallas 
chiefly through its broadcasts over 
Station KRLD, this week pitched a 
party in celebration of its third an- 
niversary. 
occasion. 

Boys were sad over the fact that, 
in spite of their almost unanimously 
acclaimed ability to play more like 
Guy Lombardo than he does himself, 
they have reaped little national re- 
nown from their musical mimicry. 
Their style is closer to real McCoy 
| than most imitators. 
| But they were glad over the recent 
| rise to fame of one of their members. 
| Former girl vocalist is now very 
well known artists’ model in New 
York. Name is Georgia Carroll. 











‘D:...» 
Pins’ Casters on Wax 
Score of ‘Pins and Needles’ comes 
to the discs via a Decca pressing with 
Millie Weitz and Ruth Rubenstein of 





the original cast doing ‘Nobody 
Makes a Pass at Me’ and ‘Chain Store 
| Daisy. Kay Weber and Sonny 


| Schuyler vocalize in ‘One Big Union 
|for Two’ and ‘Sing Me a Song of 
| Social Significance.’ 

| Composer Harold J. Rome accom- 
‘panies at the piano throughout 


Crew plays | 


With | 


Fran Eichler goes into Nixon Cafe, | 


It was a sad and glad | 





























Lawyers representing popular music firms met yesterday afternoon 
(Tuesday) at the invitation of the Music Publishers Protective Association 
| to discuss the legal questions involved in the action brought by the Song- 
writers Protective Association against Mills Music, Inc. Since the suit in 
the N. Y. Supreme Court had industry matter through the 
MPPA’s contribution of $1,500 to the defense, it was felt that the attor- 
|neys of pub members ought to have something to say about the conduct 
‘of the case. 
| There has been some agreement over the answer filed by Samuel Jesse 
| Buzzell, Mills’ lawyer. Several legalites in the publishers’ camp argued 
' that Buzzell should have conferred with them over his answer before he 
"o it. 
| 
| 


become an 





Opinion held by some of these lawyers is that the defense should move 
to dismiss the complaint so that it can get a quick decision on the SPA’s 
| claim to the control of the mechanical rights in the works of its member- 
ship. 
| Another case that came in for airing at the lawyer gathering was the 
one that the SPA filed against Irving Berlin, Inc., to determine whether a 
publisher may deduct part of the licensing commission from the writer's 
share of money paid for synchronization or transcription rights. 

At request of Joe Young and Fred Ahlert, Mills is laying off its own 
‘Nickel in the Slot’ in favor of their new song which Larry Spier fs pub- 
lishing. Mills’ publication is an oldie, an instrumental by Wingy Mannone, 
nor is it the first similarly titled song. Feist has one copyrighted in 1923. 
New treatment (Spier’s) however, ties in with the coin-operated machines, 
and it’s for that reason that Victor sent out 1,200 telegrams to its dealers 
to tie in with their local Wurlitzers and kindred coin machines, idea being 
that will be a major source of revenue. 





Paul Whiteman is using George Gershwin’s ‘Second Rhapsodie in Blue,” 
a new tag, embellished and developed by the Whiteman baton from a pre- 
vious composition for an old 20th-Fox film. 

It was originally called ‘Rhapsody in Rivets.’ Roy Bargy has orches- 
trated it. It was premiered at the Smith College Club of Hartford concert 
at Bushnell Memorial Auditorium, Hartford, Conn., last Saturday (5). 









































The Greates Score in Years 
By Magidson and Wrubel 


RADIO CITY REVELS 
GOODNIGHT, ANGEL 


THERE’S A NEW MOON OVER THE OLD MILL 


TAKE A TIP FROM THE TULIP 


SWINGIN’ IN THE CORN 


SPEAK YOUR HEART 


A Flock o’ Hits from 
“SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS” 








ONE SONG 

HEIGH-HO! (The Dwarfs’ Marching Song) 
SOME DAY MY PRINCE WILL COME 

WITH A SMILE AND A SONG 

WHISTLE WHILE YOU WORK 

THE SILLY SONG (THE DWARFS’ YODEL SONG) 
BLUDDLE-UDDLE-UM-DUM (Ths Dwarfs’ 


Washing Song) 


The “Home on the Range” of This Generation 


THERE’S A GOLD MINE IN THE SKY 
HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
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a7 IRVING: BONIS ing S00 decides 4c. 
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By McHUGH 


New Universal 


MUSIC CORPORATION e 


New Sensational Nouelly HA it 


LOVE TO WHISTLI 


and ADAMSON 
‘MAD ABOUT 


Production 


799 SEVENT 





MURRAY BAKER, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
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New Measure Proposed in Albany 
Designed to Aid Theatrical Agents 


+ 








Another new agents bill, partly 
drafted and sponsored by the Enter- 
iainment Managers Assn., got the 
beat on the De Matteo bill, backed 
by License Commissioner Paul 
Moss, by being presented to the state 
legislature Monday ( *. New Charles 
H. Breithart-Elmer F. Quinn bill is 
first to seek the split of theatricals 
from employment agency regula- 
tions. Heretofore, all proposals af- 
feeting theatricals, including the De 
Matteo paper, were general employ- 
ment agency regulations. 

Idea behind the separation is to 
avoid conflict with the state labor 
department now lobbying for the 
abolition of all employment agen- 
cies. Under the De Matteo setup, show 
biz agencies, etc., would go with any 
adverse legislation. Under newly 
proposed wrinkle it would stand 
alone and remain untouched. 

EMA is taking no chances on its 
partly conceived bill and has fol- 
lowed up the step with a mail cam- 
paign to agents and performers ask- 
ing that they write to Albany re- 
questing speedy action. Having 
met with municipal defeat on pro- 


posals during } ast two years, when | 


local bill was stymied by then exist- 
ing aldermanic body, EMA wants no 
repetition on state legislation, which 
if passed, would become effective 
May 1, 1938. If passed EMA would 
seek to have its own performer con- 
tract and a customer agreement. 
As yet, agents hav: taken no ac- 
tion on the already announced T¢4 
Matteo bill. Nor have radio stations, 


which are also threatened by the | 


legislation, which seeks bureau-sta- 
tion severance. Lack of organization 


among agents is blamed for inactiv- | 


ity. Recent attempts at organizing 
them to fight unfavorable legisla- 
tion and pushing around by other 
organized groups in showv biz from 
porters to producers have met with 
little result. Coast has an agents 
group, which is now in process of 
a house cleaning. Several of lessers 
are anxious to join a protective set- 
up, but no more can be made minus 
larger outfits, which iaven’t com- 
mitted themselves to paper, although 
couple are said to regard it favor- 
ably. Case of all waiting for other 
to move first. 

Report that a municipal bill for 
New York was also being put 
through the proportionate represent- 
ative body, with aid of Moss, was 
denied by latter’s office. However, 
Moss stated that failure of the De 
Matteo bill will bring local action 
for regulation of agents. 


N. 0. REPORTS RECORD 
MARDI GRAS GROSS 


New Orleans, March 8. 


Visitors estimated by hotel men 
and others at close to 100,000 spent 
over $2,500,000 during the five days 
of the Mardi Gras celebration here, 
city officials said last week. 








the largest of any carnival in the 
lll-year history of the festival. 

Theatre and night club business 
was the largest of any similar period 
in history, operators reported. 

The celebration was presented un- 
der ideal climatic conditions, bright 
sunshine and _ spring-like tempera- 
tures prevailing throughout the fes- 
live week. 





Loew Circuit Books 
Vallee for 2 Weeks 


Rudy Vallee has been booked for 
two weeks of Loew time, opening at 


the State, N. Y., April 14, and mak- | 


ing a stand at the Capitol, Washing- 
ion, D. C., the subsequent session. 

Last Vallee date at the State was 
in December. A. and S. Lyons 
booked, 





REVOKE CAFE RUM PERMIT 


St. Louis, March 8. 

Liquor license of Skipper’s Inn, 
popular river front nitery, was re- 
voked Thursday (3) by Excise Com- 
missioner Lawrence McDaniel after 
cops testified the management per- 
mitted lewd shows. 

No defense was offered, but an at- 
torney for the owner said he would 
take court action to overrule the 
revocation. 


The | 
out-of-town attendance this year was | 


Mass. WPA Vaude’s 
$19,750 in 17 Months 


Boston, March 8. 
Massachusetts Federal Theatre 
Vaudeville Project has turned in 
$19,750.75 receipts for 17 months. 
From July 22, 1936, to date, 125,192 
persons attended 286 performances, 
proceeds going to charitable, fra- 
ternal, military and civic funds. 





Givot Suspects 








George Givot has been quietly 
coaching with a music teacher 
to bring out a previously-un- 
suspected baritone singing voice 
of serious pretentions, 

Wants to combine his Greek 
dialect comedy routine with a 
concert voice. He started in Chi 
a decade ago as a vo-de-o-do 
warbler and never suspected his 
voice of being Pagliacci-in- 


clined. 
Growing importance of the hotel 


| as the source of bookings and as an 
| important replacement for lost vaude 
1 | time is seen in the reaction of the 


bookers, agents and vaude acts to 
the convention of the Midwest Hotel 
Men’s Assn., held here at the Palmer 
Camden, March 8. House last week. 

Move at Group ran a banquet and show on 
club attendance was tabooed Thurs- | ae See ecuae bet sicker os 


| aps | booked 
| day (3) when Commissioner D, Fred- | Wusie Corp. of America. 
Acts practically begged for an 


: 
|erick Burnett, of the state alcoholic 
beverage control, ruled that door | opportunity to show. It wasn’t ques- 
1 | tion of money, most of the acts stat- 


pee to night club patrons is illega | ins they would work gratis for the 
|Commissioner ruled thumbs down | chance to play before a group of 
when George Tartar, local attorney, hotel men who control and book the 
|representing several niteries near|top midwest niteries and who con- 
| here, queried Burnett when a client trol most of the flesh bookings. 


STANLEY, PITT, WANTS 


HOTELS FOR 
TIME 











Chicago, March 8. 








aimed increasing night 





| conceived a door prize as a possible 
| hypo to business. 
| Point raised by Burnett was that 
| the contemplated door awards did 
not involve skill of any sort, and 
therefore became a lottery. Dance 
competitions are perfectly okay, said 
| Burnett, but anything resting on 
chance only, is not permissible, and 
will lead to revocation of licenses. 
Decision is in keeping with recent 
Camden rulings which forbid bingo, 
banko and ‘radio’ in churches and 
fraternal halls. on the grounds that 
|they come under lottery classifica- 
tion. 








Pittsburgh, March 8. 
With return of Harry Kalmine, 
WB zone manager, from a month’s 
vacation Hollywood, Stanley’s 
flesh bookings have received an im- 
petus, with result that house is now 
booked solid 


in 





into May. Only spot 
yet to fill is Easter Week and ef- 
forts being made to get Jackie 
Cooper for a personal that stanza. 
Youngster was originally pencilled 
in couple of months ago but was 
called back to Coast by Warners 
for flicker assignment in ‘White 
Banners’ and date was set back. 

Billy Gilbert and Barney Rapp’s 
band current, to be followed in 
order by Jimmie Lunceford, Clyde 
McCoy-Hal LeRoy, Tommy Dorsey, 
Shep Fields, Major Bowes _ unit, 
George Jessel-Norma Talmadge unit 
and Cab Calloway’s band. 

Deal on fire for Mae West week 
of May 20, although no confirmation 
set yet. Understood record-break- 
ing biz of buxom blonde has 
prompted her to extend her per- 
sonal appearance tour considerably 
beyond six weeks originally planned. 








‘Powers’ Eiephants 
Overweight; Cancel 
RC Music Hall Date 


Powers’ Elephants were skedded 
for a date at Radio City Music Hall, 
N. Y.. tut were cancelled when it 
was disclosed that the pachyderms 
were a ton and a half heavier than 
the quoted 12 tons. It was decided 
that the partly, shallow-supported 
stage could not stand the gaff. Herd 
were at the Roxy theatre recently 
where the stage is solid. Elevators, 
revolvers, etc., on the Music Hall 
rostrum limit the weight placed on 
it, according to operators, so repeat 
N. Y. showing was cancelled for 
fear of an accident. 

Understood that Powers and thea- 
tre are trying to make an adjust- 
ment because of the cancellation. 

If booking was concluded, Powers 
was going to attempt a new stunt 
| never before tried in America. Best 

trained of the pachys was to hold a 
| trapeze in its trunk while Bubbles 
| Ricardo, bar worker, went through 
a routine. Reported that trick was 
tried in Europe once but never in 
WU & 








Judy Garland’s Pittsb’g 


Record at Current Scale 
Pittsburgh, March 8. 

Pulling the biggest b.o. surprise 

in years here, Judy Garland, Metro 

moppet, cracked all existing records 





grand. 
was Jack Benny’s $36,000 of several 
seasons ago, but scale for Benny 
was much higher. Garland’s take is 
an all-time at current prices. 

House was forced to five 





stage 


N. Y.’s New Nitery 











. : had to make it six. 
Salon Royal, new nitery, opens to- |} houses all over downtown area 
| Sooner night (Thursday) at 151 E. profited by overflow, and at least 
Sith street, N. Y., on the premises | aouple of grand more would have 


formerly occupied by Guido’s Sap- | 


**. |-resulted had house got any kind of 
phire Room. John M. Johnnidis |; -nover on weekend. Kids 
new boss. 


ll t - , |coming in and staying 
j 2c ? y arr 
Music will be by Barry Winton’s | three performances, 


h manage- 


orchestra and Jose Dominguc 2s ment unable to turn them out, 
rhumba band. Talent will include ae ; 
Joan Edwards, Martha Stevenson, | 


Nancy Nelson and Hilda Salazar. Walter Powell to Quit 


| 





| 7 | Brittons for Single Act 
Buster Crabbe Skedded =| warer powell, comedy feature 
For Rastern Vausevene| wi tee frank ond oo rreatiy at 
Larry ‘Buster’ Crabbe wends east | Loew's State. NY. a inn acti es 
from the Coast for some split-week | 24 jn a fortnicht to e say a single 
vaude stands. Fanchon & Marco! powe}]] wil] have Thelma Lee as 
booking. |femme foil, and Jack Renault, ex- 
| Opens three-day stand at the} pugilist, now bouncer at a Broadway | 
| Folly, Brooklyn, March 17, then to restaurant. as a straight. 
|the Globe, Bridgeport, for a single} Mark Leddy, longtime manager 


weeks of 


day (20). Set for the State, Hart-| for Jack Powell, has 10 
possible 


ford, March 24-27, Crabbe will/| foreign bookings and a 
{troop with June Giigour. Broadway show in prospect. 


JACKIE EASTER WEEK 





ACTS TURN T0 





| 








| 
| 


shows daily and on Ash Wednesday | Thursday 


AFA Awarded Chorus J urisdiction 


—— 


By 4A’s Decision After Bitter Fight: 
Plans Call for Sweeping N. Y. Drive 





Auto-Suggestion? 





Billy Rose has four new pan- | 
els in the lobby of his Casa 
Manana, N. Y. They greet you 
pronto as yuu enter—huge like- | 
nesses of four master-showmen, 
Roxy, Ziegfeld, Barnum and 
Oscar Hammerstein. 

His staff says that Rose’s bill- 
ing as a showman is called Casa 
Manana. 


F&M FOX, ST. L. 
SOLD ON FLESH 














St. Louis, March 8. 

That natives will go for stage | 
shows such as began at Fanchon & 
Marco’s 5,000-seater Fox on Feb. 25 
is borne out by the $27,500 collected 
during a one-week stand of Fred 
Waring and his Pennsylvanians. This 
b.o, take represents the best week 
the house has enjoyed since it came 
under F&M ownership in January, | 
1934, and has convinced the manage- 
ment that name bands and other 
stage attractions can make the grade 
here, 

F&M’s decision to present stage 
shows was predicated on a city-wide | 
poll of patrons of all of F&M and St. 
Louis Amus. Co. houses last fall | 
when the customers indicated a 
preference for stage shows such as | 
started. 

Bowes’ ‘Collegiate’ ams began a 
week’s stand Friday (4) and will be | 
followed by Al ".yons and his band, | 
a p.a. of Mae West and Jackie Heller 


| and units headed by Al Pearce, Eddy | 


Duchin, Ted Lewis and others, and 
will carry such entertainment up to 
the opening of the muny opera sea- 
son in Forest Park on June 3. Out- 
side of the American Theatre, the | 
town's only legiter, the Fox is the 
only other house with stage shows. | 


New Phiily Sales Tax 
Gives Cafe Ops Pain; 
Launch Fight Vs. Bill 


Philadelphia, March 8. 

Newly-enacted Philadelphia sales 
tax bringing more headaches to 
nitery ops here. Measure causing 
trouble in that it applies to food, 
but not drinks and to cigars and not 
cigarets. 

Also, many customers refuse to 
pay levy, call! .g it illegal. Waiter. | 
in this case, can take patron’s name 
and address and spot can attempt to 
retrieve the tax in state supreme 
court. 

Art Padula, op of Arcadia-Inter- 











| national and prez of Philly Restau- 
here at Stanley, turning in around |} 
$32,400 to top previous mark held | provision 
by Fred Waring by almost three | which puts a levy on checks under 
Only figure that didn’t go/9$}, 


rant Assn., has started fight against 
of the tax ordinance, 


Bill was modeled after the New 
York statute, which exempts these 
small tabs, but city solicitor Joseph 
Sharfsin ruled that the exemption 
doesn't appiy in Philly. Padula will 
lead a delegation before city council 
(10) to battle for an 


Opposish | amendment on this point. 


| who 
KEITH BOSTON RETURNS 


| 
| 


| 


| 


were | 


ng for two and |} 


Boston. March 8 

Effective Thursday (10) Ke 
Boston will again have stave 
policy, while the Keith le 
stays on first-choice screen ( 
name vaude. Both will run. solo 
films, but on weeks when the Boste 
does not take over a picture for cor 
tinuous run from the Memo: cale 
at the former will be lf ‘ 
top). For continuous rur cale 
be same as Memorial 

sig difference between Men 
and Boston stage policy will be the 
budgets: Memorial’s will be prac- 
tically unlimited to take care of/|t 
names; Boston's will be limited t 


j units and standard vaude. 


| 
‘ 


As 


anticipated, jurisdiction over 
choruses in vaude houses and night 
clubs was awarded last week to the 
American Federat on of Ac tors. Ace 
tion was taken by the board of the 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America at a_ special meeting 
Wednesday (2) in New York. Juris- 
diction had previously been held by 


Chorus Equity Assn 
tors Equity Assn, 


» Subsid of Ace 


According to the conditions of the 
award, AFA, which already repre- 
sents principals in vaude and niter- 
ies, agrees to report back in 90 days 
to the Four A’s board on plans for 
its Organizing campaign, that AFA 
consults the Four A’s board regard- 
ing the personnel of its organizers 
and that AFA adhered to the Four 


| A’s rule covering interchangeability 


of membership cards. 

While the outcome of the jurisdic- 
tional dispute was expected, the is- 
sue was not decided without a sharp 
tussle. Philip Loeb and Paul Dull- 
zell, representing CEA and Equity, 
respectively, both put up determined 
opposition to the AFA bid. Loeb de- 
fended his recent policies and ac- 
tions, which had been severely criti- 
cized., 

Dullzell, 
tempted 


on the other hand, 
by parliamentary 
vers to s.ymie the session. Afier 
failing to halt the revocation of 
CEA’s charter for vaude and niteries, 
he attempted to adjourn the meeting. 


Verdict Nearly Frustrated 


Success of that motion would have 
left the jurisdiction up in the air, 
since it had been taken away fr«m 


ate 
maneu- 


|CEA and not yet handed over to 
| AFA. Ralph Whitehead, AFA ex- 


ecutive-secretary, argued that such a 
situation would leave all the per- 
formers in the field without repre- 


| sentation and would make the Four 
| A’s the laughing stock of the Amer- 


ican Federation of Labor. 
tion 


J-risdice 
was thereupon voted to AFA. 


| It was figured that Dullzell’s move, 


since it would have deprived sev- 
eral hundred nitery and vaude 
chorus performers of Four A’s pro- 
tection, was actually aimed to eme- 
barrass the Screen Actors Guild, 
which was supporting the AFA bid. 
Rright after the meeting, Mrs. 
Florence Marston, SAG rep, who had 
engaged in repeated verbal ex- 
changes with Dullzell during the 
meeting, collapsed. She was im- 
mediately taken home and has since 
been confined to bed under a physi- 
cian’s care, Her condition was Je- 
scribed as nervous exhaustion. 
Preliminary plan for the organiz- 
ing campaign, as drawn up by AFA, 
calls for negotiating contracts with 


|all 40 of the New York niteries with 


which the federation already has 
pacts covering principals. It was in- 


| timated that wage minimums would 


probably vary in different localities, 


| according to the class of the estab- 


lishment, but that a $35 a week .uate 
might apply for top-rank spots in 
New York, 
Foster Girl Firings 

Also thought likely that now thet 
AFA has a clear track for the field, 
it will proceed at once with the case 
of the Gae Foster girls, allegedly 


| fired from the Roxy theatre, N. Y., 


for complaining to SAG about a vio- 
lation of rules for making a film 
short. SAG (which hasn’t vaude ju- 
risdiction) prepared the case of the 
National Labor Relations Board, but 


Chorus Equity never went further 
with it. 

Not indicated so far what course 
CEA will pursue now that it repre- 
e! merely legit choruses. That 

down its sphere considerably 

nd there has been some talk of t 
ciation being absorbed ) 
Equity. There has also been rumor 
that Edith L. Christians t “ 

ead of CEA. If CEA is 
) E Jt Vv + i 
ip’ $] N09 - 
4 ed over f Eq y 
t 
( , ] quest » uw 
be e the Fo A the 
of pe 2 cr es, 
f ld by the 
A] f ris hnave@ 
been made tu merge the group wita 
he American Guild of Musical Are 


ts, which represents principals in 


the opera and concert field. 








grepenqg sent Ame oe 





30 


VARIE TY 











Nitery Reviews. 


ROYAL PALM CLUB the slow manner 


Vincent 
man, 
Logan, 
Austrien. 


With the 
his orchestra 


and 


TIWMNesSti 


anv 


son 


as USU 
about 
_ . 
Thirty 


ePnse 


mirablv 
Strictly 
‘lub’s 


for 


. I’ 
WICK S 


‘losely 


1 


h OTs, 
ymkay, 

“ould be better. 
formerly 
jo a 
their 
offering, 


F inale, 


+ 


Lica 


and 


pro 1. 
Austrian, 


recto! 


taker 
shoe 


GROGOSVENOR HOUSE 


r ' skillful eye and continues one of the] 
(LONDON) caleek akan | 


Edwin Styles 
Gaston Palmer, 


So This 
cupying 
along 


Lopez orch, ole 
Edna Sedgwick, Ella in vaudeville but 
& Eva Reyes, Johnny 


Logan’s 
choice of 
Raul and Eva Reye 
straight rhumba team, now 
smooth waltz, too. 


still remains the top COCOANU 


London, Feb. 26 
Marcia & Gunsett, 
Chorus of 14. 
Is Charm’ is pleasant, oc- The Enters-Borg 
minutes, 
a rather leisurely pace, 


(MIAMI) ance in a cabaret 


however, would 
Miami, March 6. pleasant individua 
Harry Rich- 


appearing on the 
He opens with ar 
— which he hands 


ddition of Vincent Lopez audience for impromptu 


warbling is tertaining 
numbers Chorus is attrac 


but hasn't oomph 


However, 


be to 


f Edwin Styles, 
m.c.. who is making | his first appear- 
To quicken him, 
destroy his 


lity. 


Styles was for a number of years 
: recently had >een 
legitimate stage. 
oving microphone, 
in the 
interviews, 


to people 


show becomes the | which might be w xrked up more ef- 
wn 1 j f »| style lid his former 
fering presented in Style f 
é g 
the last two sea- | vaudeville act, wh »med n tO 
‘ ; " 1 +} ict f mnie 
~hman, working nara e cus I 3 simp 
>} nst ment ) | I . 
Dig draw Snow run } Imenta y ( 
and never lets down. | Mal! ‘ 
appear in four original H Sidell. ballroom danc- 
; taved by Sammy | ers from the Riviera, were unable to 
: ppea ywing to illness, and were 
yupe pertorms 1d- i | ) competent Marcia 
whirlwind aero act 1 Gunse ) 1e Monte Carlo 
turn. though the | ° T y » a fine tango num- 
make it possible ) lance he Gay Ninetie 
Pieey ee Mite nod ) ‘ } x cellent 
here. Edna Sedg- Gaston ! lis excell nt 
excellent and she | patter, gets a lot of come ly out of 
“A i ait yA 
} y no r S x C »*n- 
Richman for top his juggling, and is, as always, e! 


tive, dances neatly, 


Jolo. 


T GROVE 


Keenoy’s La Conga (PARK CENTRAL, N. Y.) 
ver since last fall 
the most popula I \ Borgia, Balabanow 
the revue. Johnny T ipe. Una Wyte, Cas Franklin, 
‘cruited as musical di- | Freddy Werner, Jerry Blaine orch. 
Freddie Martin was ae 
leads Lopez’ band for the New Cocoanut Grove snow, one of 
Thom more elaborate in series, obtains lift 


from presence of Enters and Borgia 


and Balabanow tr 
is well conceived u 


| top hotel floor 


shows. 


—_. Production 


nder Bill Robbins’ 


VAUDE 


E—NITE CLUBS 


Wednesday, M Mare ‘h 9. 193 

















N. Y.’S 21 CLUB SUES 
PHILLY’S FOR $50,000 


March 8. 
from 


Philadeiphia. 


Suit for $50,000 damages 


Philadelphia's 21 Club was started | 
by New York's 21 Club in federal | 


court here Friday (4). Operators of 
the Manhattan nitery claim that Max 
(Boo Boo) Hoff. Ben Beifel, among 
others in the Philly organization, 
copped the tag to build biz on the 
original’s reputation. They asked, in 


idition to damages, that the court 
force changing of the spot’s name 

Hoff denied ¢« ythin H iid 

i > name of his club , e 

i i yt id 


1321 Locust street 


— , ‘ . 
Unions Stymie Casa 

. ‘ % 

Manana’s Screen Test 

Deal for Universak newsreel to 

shoot scenes at Billy Rose’s Casa 

Manana March 4 was called off when 

the stagehands and electricians union 

demanded coin for crews and_stand- 


bys. 

feelers were to come in in the 
afternoon when stagehands were 
supposed to be off Union wanted 
( pensation for their presence to 
handle lighting, ete When gag was 


switched to night side, union de- 


manded a man handy for each light 


'used, so the Casa didn’t take the |} 


gives New Yorkers its first glimpse | 


balladist, 
travel far. 


playing a return 
three healthy er 
caught. With new 


but conducted 
due to 





with smooth-clicki 





“a 





Follies 


Week Mar. 11, Shubert, Cincinnati 
Mar. 18, Palace, Cleveland 


BOB HICKS PAGE 
314-2ist Avenue 
ALTOONA, PA. 


and counter with p 


later fer aé_e grid 
fantasy 


comedy. 
Balabanow 
about in 


cordionists 


opening. Go from 


Another does swif 








of Una Wyte (New 


Ensemble has 
vaudeville but okay for 
| floor show because of varied stunts. 
Three girls and two males are ac- | 
primarily—that’s the 


ia dance team is 
appearance, Got 
1cores at show 


lineup, they start | 
ng French tango} 


ulse-beating mod- 
good is swirling 


; ern dance. Also 
Spanish bit. Finish off with their 
t: S familiar caricature conceit. Back 


iron cheerleader 


Fair-haired girl beauty and 


ee 
H awd ] ] @ | n her Latinesque partner now being 


considered for films 


and musical 


been 


straight accordion 


Acts), fetching | 
who appears destined to 


| presses. 
creating her own 
| this show) 


t acrobatic terps. | 


First girl returns for toe tap. Russian 
(Continued on page 60) 
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era, but Gilbert's i 
|and his knack for squeezing familiar 
| stuff dry makes the whole thing a 





lers. Comedian has a nice, ingratiat- 











CONDOS BROS 


HELD OVER SECOND WEEK (MARCH 4) 


ROXY, NEW YORK 


Variety, Marh 2 
“Condos Bros.’ legmania ts ultra 
They tap like snaredrums and, of 
course, now are a bit of a name on 
the heels ef their 20th-Fox filmusi- 
al cheres in ‘Wake up and Live’ and 
‘Happy Landing.’ ” Abel 





Direction WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


screen test 


; 
New Acts | 
INA WYTE 
Songs 
6 Mins. 
Park Central, N. Y. 
A new singing 


personality, Una 
Wyte evidences potentialities for 
night clubs, and her looks, manner- | 
isms and propensity for songs make 
her a likely bet for the screen. Miss 
Wyte’s beauty impresses even more} 
than her warbling | 

In her initial vocal stint, Miss 
Wyte sings ‘Remember Me.’ Encores 
with ‘Just Bill, with traces of} 
a modified torch song lilt. On later | 
a couple of times, and always im-| 
Miss Wyte is credited with 
gowns (three in| 
All outfits are chic, and 
she wears ’em well. Wear, 


BILLY GILBERT 


3 | Comedy 
quintet to solo singing by one femme. | 


12 Mins. 
Stanley, Pittsburgh 
Screen comic who has risen from 


| bits to featured roles in just a lit- 
i tle over a year has a compact little 


turn geared for laughs that come in | 
profusion. It’s all talk and perhaps 
a throwback to vaude’s forgotten | 
c'u.rent popularity | 


pushover for him. 

Works in cook’s hat and apron | 
behind what is supposed to repre- 
sent a lunch-room counter, and idea 
has him trying to sell a femme cus- 
tomer soup, but she won't take it. 
It's a switch on his hamburger rou- | 
tine in his latest 20th-Foxer, ‘Happy 
Landing.” That gives Gilbert an op- 
portunity to %o through the Grik 
restaurant repertory, which he does 
with rasping dialectics, winding up 
with a generous session of his hila- | 
rious sneezing routine, which first | 
brought him to attention in the flick- ! 





ing personality and clicked all the 
way here. Cohen. 


| LEE NORTON and KEN WRIGHT 


Baritone-Organist 
15 Mins. 
Criterion, Oklahoma City 

Pulled out of their berth in the 
WKY studio, where they air five 15- 
minute programs weekly, this pair 
| prove they can dish it out in the 
|flesh with a four-stint daily p.a. at 
| the Criterion. Lee Norton, who has 
|baritoned for Xavier Cugat’s and 
|George Hamilton's orchs, has a pleas- 
ing throatiness to his voice, which 
shows up especially good when he 
works on slow-type music. 

Ken Wright is a veteran of NBC 
and CBS, having been fed to the 
| former from WLS, Chicago, and the 
| latter through KMOX, St. Louis. He 
| started as a theatre organist. 
| Present act marks the 
debut on the stage and a nice audi- 
ence appeal should keep them there. 

Lewis. 


MICKEY WALKER 

Dancing, Talk 

19 Mins.; One 

Hudson, Union City, N. J. 
Mickey 

note for many years. He is still a 

fighter as well as an actor. 

a slugging of auditors now. He does 

a brief gagging spiel of self-kidding 

and yarn-weaving. Some of patter 


is off-color (in keeping here). Most | 
‘is devoid of any color at all. | 
Following lifeless delivery, Walk- 


| er is stooged by an aide into doing a 
| Soft-shoe dance inspired by rope- 
skipping of training days. Bell (exit) 
saves him, 








j}and she 
/male acting as foil for her 
| tines, 


team’s | 


Walker was a fighter of | 


It’s just | 


Unit Reviews 


Chicago Foilies Revue 
(COLUMBIA, ALLIANCE, O.) 


Alliance, O., March 6. 
Udell Sisters, Littlejohns, Boone 
& Taft, Ches Davis, Burt Southern, | 
Phil Lopez, Prairie Homesteaders, | 
Bill Berlin’s orch; ‘Jones Family’ 
(20th), ‘Love on a Budget’ (20th). 
-—--— | 
Ches Davis is responsible for ‘Chi- 
cago Follies,” which is playing Ohio 


after breaking in two weeks ago in 

West Virginia Two acts are out- 
g 

standing. Others have possibilities 


Staging, costuming good 

Udell Sisters, twins, and a year 
older sister, fir 
dinary tap Good lookers, lots of 
pep and okay for an opener. Come 
back later for some okay pops. Lit- 
tlejohns, long a_ standard mixed 
vaude act, recently across the pond, 
atop large inflated rhinestone-cov- 
ered balls give good exhibition of 
juggling, even tossing sharp axes to 
each other. They bow out to best! 
applause in precise tap atop the balls 


Work before a flashy” rhinestone } 
drop. Boone and Taft give pleasing | 
lanee routine, Harlem stepping be- 
ing tops. Act clicks from the start 
Davis, producer of tab and bur- 


le ae : xr years, with Burt Southern 
another old-timer, kill a few min- 
utes in the next spot with their 
blackface hokum. The pair later re- 
turn for some shopworn gags. Phil 
Lopez, another vaude veteran, wins 
the audience with his comedy jug- 
gling. 

Formerly at WLS, Chicago, the 
Prairie Homesteaders, four hillbilly 
youths, give the unit added variety. 
Their modern tunes are swell closing 
turn. Each act on stage for brief 
recall before the curtain Mack. 


SHOW OF SHOWS 


(ROXY, SALT LAKE CITY) 


Salt Lake City, March 6. 

Gladys Blake & Jack Gresham, 
Kelly &Hayes, Dolores O’Dare, Can- 
nie & Ben Smith, Lolita & Ardo. 
Flying Marcos, Danny & Edith, Bill 
Floor house orch: ‘A Man of Affairs’ 
(GB). ‘The Outcasts of Poker Flat’ 
(RKO). 


Gladys Blake whose 
mimicry of Fannie Brice, Martha 
Raye and Charlie McCarthy, hypos a 
listless set of fleshers into a robust 
evue. Inability of several acts from 
Los Angeles to arrive on time, due 
to flood, forced holdovergs and last 


forte’ is 


|}minute engagements of standby tal- 


ent. 

Miss Blake, peppy and good look- 
ing, teams with Jack Gresham, m.c., 
garners capital plaudits, 
zany rou- 
Alone, she’s a wow. Dances 
and wears effective costumes 
throughout her 10-minutes, 

Bill Floor’s band back on the stage 
after three weeks in the pit. Or- 
chestra gets audience response de- 
spite tendency towards brass. 

Dolores O’Dare, redheaded accord- 


bon in a socko arrangement of 
Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen.’ Clicks on 
‘Man I Love’ encore. Gresham, 
lacking maestro finesse, struggles 


through introeing and has two warb- 


‘ling chances, which are better than 


his m.c.’ing. 

Signed shortly before premiere ot 
current bill, Connie and Ben Smith 
continue their ancient comedy and 
song patter. Gal is spotted in audi- 
ence feeding dated gags to Smith 
It’s a struggle. Lolita and Ardo 
youthful dancers, open wi 
tango but falter during a rhumba 

Kelly and Hayes follow with Mex 


th a 27004 
hia 
[ 


can dances and Irish songs. Femme 
registers with an acroterper. Danny 
ind Edith, in next to close) fet an 


okay hand for their precision leg- 
mania 
The Three Flying Marcos ‘two 
males appeared at show ‘aught 
third arrived day later) fill bill ’ 
wire specialties and acrobatics. 
Guss 


OKLA. BANISHES FIVE 
MEN FOR FEMME ACT 


Oklahoma 
Banishment paroles were ha 
out last week by Charles W. Conn 
common pleas judge, to five men 
Pleaded guilty to 
charges of female impersonations at 
the Garden of Allah, nitery. 

The five were sentenced to six 
months in jail and fined $500 each, 
but Judge Conner suspended sen- 
tences on provision that they get out 
of the state. The men were Frank 
Lee and Jack Dayton, Detroit; Joe 
Lamar and Gene Marlee, Cincinnati, 
and Paul Gilvre, Terre Haute 


dancers, who 








DONALD STEWART 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 











‘Whitey’ ROBERTS 


Now Touring the South With 
ANTOLE SCIBILIA’S 
“WAIKIKI NIGHTS” 


Opening in Bluefield, W. Va. 
MARCH 11 











BACK HOME AGAIN 


DOLLY KAY 


ROYALE FROLICS, CHICAGO 
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Personal Management: 





a JUST CONCLUDED 
THREE SUCCESSFUL 
WEEKS AT THE 


New York 


HERMAN STARK 











VARIETY, 


nicely introed by the 
yowling Coyote is a 


ensemble's 





Direction FANCHON 


BEE HO GRAY 


THE VERSATILE COWBOY 
HELD OVER SECOND WEEK (MARCH 4) 
| ROXY, NEW YORK 


ae ed ‘ . 
Bee Ho Gray and his stoove 


novelty topper-offer.” 


MARCH 2 
With his yippee comedy. are 
cowboys opening routine (iravs 


Abel. 





& MARCO AGENCY 














MAURICE“ CORDOBA 


INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED DANCERS 
EMPIRE ROOM—PALMER HOUSE, CHICAGO 
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Air-Hotel Break 
In Chi Having Its © 


| : Fogelman, Philly, Asks 
| Burlesque Reviews “|P | Union for Band Pay ad 


| P} ile . ‘ : 
abe hiladelphia, March 8. 


Benjamin Fogelman, who et | 
(UNION CITY, N. J.) Benny the Bum’s, renewed his re- | 
is still ad here, quest to musicians’ union this week | 





Miami Night Clubs Take Big Wallop: 
- Season Never Really Got Started 








Burley al- 

















though ¥ lightly less girly, but the to be shifted from Class A to By) 
e poe gy Pe gh a, — | scale. He was pushed into higher an 
and fas C. , two-a-day ) for the | i ee , . 
é rcussions | lowest brand ae humas to be found. | Bement ee seneon ster lengthy | 
What the weekly packed, heavily | battle, and still maintains he can- FES RAIDED, | Miami, March & 

id - | £ > ner > p rt | ’ h; aver olie ; ’ 
femme-attended house lacks in ex- |"°t afford heavier fee. General | A season that never really got une 
posed epidermis, it makes up for in |™embership of the union will act 100 HELD IN PA DRIVE der way is about washed up here. 

Miimse Mavis © current lineup’s unsavory comedy. |0n Fogelman’s request next week. . Closing of Hialeah racetrack and the 
c qr , a aw = 4 
; hicago, March 8, It’s headed by imickey Walker (New | Tooters have several times refused | subsequent exodus of visitors has 
With nitery business in town at | Acts), erstwhile pug, aided by Max |to reduce his scale. thrown the city for a lo 
iS § stations receiving | ; Ji lé i Se | Ini eat ittsburgh, Marc} Nivwor Jac ‘Lut he firct 
new lows and the tations rece ving | Furman, Jack Diamond and George | Union, meantime. renewed its Pittsburgh, March & Hollywood Yacht club is the fir: 
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clarinet. 

With the outlets shut out, the 
niteries are turning to shows rather 
than bands, figuring that since they 
can’t get the orchestras on the air 
they might as well utilize that coin 
on floor shows. College Inn is top- 
ping the billing with Willie and 
Eugene Howard, rather than the or- 
chestra, while Congress Casino is 
bringing in the N.T.G. revue instead 
of a name orchestra. 





Rogers Memorial Short 
Shown in 4,000 Theatres 


Hollywood, March 8. 





Approximately 4,000 theatres will | 


screen ‘For Auld Lang Syne,’ special 
short subject being produced at War- 
ners for use in the annual drive in 


behalf of the Will Rogers Memorial | 


hospital at Saranac. 

Cast of the briefie 
Powell, Rudy Vallee, James Cagney, 
Bonita Granville, Hugh Herbert, 
Allen Jenkins, Marie Wilson, Johnny 
(Scat) Davis, Mabel Todd and the 
Schnickelfritz band. 


includes Dick 





Bert Wheeler and Dot Lee 


Team Up for Vaudeville 

Bert Wheeler and Dorothy Lee 
have teamed for vaude, and open at 
the Earle, Philadelphia, March 18. 
The State, N. Y., March 31, and fol- 
lowing stanza at the Capitol, Wash- 
ington. Lyons office booked. 

Miss Lee appeared in the Wheeler 
and Woolsey films. 





Gray’s Vaude Tour 


Glen Gray’s Casa Loma orchestra, 
currently on a tour of one-nite dance 
dates, starts an eight-week stretch 
of vaude next month. Specialty acts 
by be added. Ben Dova already 
set. 


Starts April 15 at the Earle, Phila- 
delphia. 





NEW VAUDE UNIT 

Harry Carroll and the Simon 
agency are producing a new vaude 
unit titled ‘Slums of Paris.’ 

Layout includes Park and Clifford, 
Billy Branch, Earl and Williams, Al 
Gordon’s dogs, 16 line girls, 
comedy acts and a femme warbler 
not yet added. 





Nitery Placements 





Jay Whidden orch, Victor Hugo, 
Beverly Hills. 

Duke Ellington orch., Peg-Leg 
Bates, Alan and Anise, Aida Ward, 
Peters Sisters, Cotton Club, N. Y. 


Ann Lucas, Irene Mauseth, Har- 
Tiet Brent, Nellie Durkan, Pearl 
Williams, Nancy Kluber, Club 
Cavalier, iN. Y. 


oe and Floria, Hotel St. Regis, 


Barry Winton orch., Joan Ed- | 
wards, Martha Stephenson, Salon 
Royal, N. Y. 


Gracie Barrie, Versailles, N. Y. 
Borgia and Oliver, Biltmore Hotel, 
Providence, R. I. 


two | 


thanks to the featherweight chorus 
of 15, which never performs in uni- | 
son and dizzy costuming. 


COLUMBIA, BOSTON 


Boston, March 6. 
Mae Brown is back from Florida | 


and her tan enhances show’s 


Michaels dubbed in_ entertaining 
names at this indie this week, but 
holdovers are proving their worth, 
including Zonia DuVal, red-haired 
stripper who does a neat job. Also 
good at warbling. Mae Brown is the 
show’s ace peeler. 

Les Golden, from the nitery circuit, 
utilizes good pipes effectively in 
combo with Eddie Yubel and the 
stately brunet, Vicky McNeely. 
Yubel is considerably better this ap- 
pearance than recent. Miss McNeely 
is a comer. Mary Marva is out for a 
single strip and is okay. 

The Morgan Sisters (2) are fair 
| dancers. Lack finesse. Nevertheless, 
they’re hardworking kids. Dorothy 





acro and control work which net a 
strong hand. 

Sidney Leonard 
looks somewhat 
Deloris, tap team, 
need more class. 

Joe Yule can shoot his comedy to 
surefire applause. He combines well 
with Bert Marks, comedian. 

Artie Lloyd, comedian, and Harry 
Ryan, good-looking juve, in some 
histrionics, are also good. 

Twenty-two ponies interpret Ben 
Bernard’s hoof routines satisfactorily. 
Production numbers dominate, with 
fresh costumes and scenery. Sketches 
are turnabouts, with a bunch of new 
ones that tend to get away from the 
wornouts. 

Show 
house at show caught. 


GRAND, CANTON 


Canton, March 1. 

With business only slightly better 
than mediocre, stock burlesque at 
the Grand here continues uninter- 
rupted with the presentation cur- 
rently of ‘Darlings of Paris,’ which 
rounds out a month's run of this 
type of entertainment. 

With the exception of several 
chorines, there’s an entire new cast. 
Lay responsible for its popu- 
larity is Max Coleman, Jewish 
comic, who has long been a favorite 
here. Coleman gets his share of 
laughs and scores heavily in several 
bits, with the assistance of Lew Fine, 
an able comic. 

Stripping comes in for its share 
of plaudits. Georgia Clyne is easily 
best, 
|and winning the audience right from 
| the start. Other creditable specialty 
dancers are Adra Cooper, Diana 
London and Agnes Dean. 

Ray Kolb wins heavy applause 
with his characterizations upon his 
|debut with the new company. Milton 
| Bronson is a capable straight dancer 


sitdown tapper. 
lost. Dixon and 
are fair. Both 


(147 minutes) had good 
Norm, 











and singer and Merle Sevier is a 
| good foil. Bronson’s Russian dance | 
} is tops. 


Russell La Valle is responsible for 
the line chorus routines. Jack Davis’ 
| nit band is improving, and drummer 
Bill Geib’s fine voice also 


good. Mack. 


L’ville Bans Peelers 
Louisville, March 8. 





, sulted in the closing Sunday (6) of | 


|the burlesque National theatre de- 


| spite efforts of the management to 


jcarry on. 


‘and $60,000 the next two. 


ace | 


stripper. Not only has manager Max | : - 
PI |attorney for the creditors’ commit- 


| tee, 


and June Morgan single for some | 


| Tax Expert Lists 





having a pleasing personality | 


| charged 


| spent through 


| evidence 


aids. | 
Staging, costumes and lighting are | 


} 
it, she can charge 


Police ban on the strip tease and | 
| the sale of ‘suggestive’ literature re- | 


Becker 
formerly operated the Savarin, Buf- 
falo, and the Oriole Terrace, Detroit. 

No settlement has been reached 
with the creditors of the bankrupt 
A. & U. Corp., which operated the 
Hollywood, 


|and Nat Moss of the A. & U. is be- 
ing continued by Edwin M. Slote, 


Next examination is scheduled 
for March 21. 


Hirst Circuit 





Week of March 13 


‘Oriental Girls’ — Lyric, Allentown, 
Mon.-Tues.; Orpheum, Reading, Wed. 

‘Red, Hot and Beautiful’—Howard, 
Boston 


‘Bandbox Revue’—Hudson, Unton City. 
‘Scan-Ties’-—Troe, Philadelphia, 
‘Mirth and Melody’—Gayety, 
ington, 
‘Smart 


Wash- 


Set"—Gayety, Baltimore. 


but examination of Joe | 











(Continued from page 1) 





a baseball team with uniforms bear- 
ing the name of the performer for 
the sole purpose of creating pub- 
licity are deductable. Other items 
frequently overlooked is the rental 
of a rehearsal hall or studio, the fee 
of a vocal coach and the cost of an 
accompanist, the insurance premi- 
ums on stage wardrobe, fire, theft 
and other forms of insurance on an 
automobile or trailer used for 
business. 

People of the show biz are often 
called on to defend themselves by 
legal action for unjust charges and 
commissions, or for claims of 
plagiarism. These items are consid- 
ered a legitimate expense and in 


|; most cases may be claimed as an ex- 


emption from tax. 


Many radio artists maintain a 
| studio separate from their homes 


where they work in preparation of 
their programs, When the expenses 
are paid by these artists the entire 
cost may be taken as a deduction. 
Club dues and labor union dues are 
also deductable. Trade paper and 
newspaper’ advertising and_ the 
salary of a publicity representative, 
the cost of photographs, lobby dis- 
plays, business telegrams and tele- 
phone charges, tips to theatre and 


| studio employees who give profes- 
be | 


| Also dealing with Paul Wh ite man for | 


assistance, may _ also 
as items of expense, not 
forgetting the many dollars that are 
the 
paint and fright wigs. 

Uncle Sam's man was careful to 
say, as an afterthought, ‘but don’t 
try to take these deductions unless 
you can produce some very definite 
that the money has been 
Whiskers would be very 


sional 


spent, 


as 


| much upset if an agent’s commission 


when the poor 
for his 


deducted 
waiting 


had been 
agent was_= still 
money.’ 
And Rand doesn't know 
off those expen- 
added. 
the March 15 
deadline next 
Sam’s internal 
till stationed at 
154 West 46th 


if Sally 


he 
with 
tax 


sive balloons, 
Meantime, 
U. S. income 
Tuesday (15), Uncle 
revenue agents are s 
VARIETY’S home office, 
street, N. Y., to render gratis 
sistance to all professionals. 





vear for grease | 


as- | 
} ‘ : : 
‘ benefit.. All theatres parlicipaied, 


|club near here, with a loss estimated 


at $35,000. 





| @ 15 YEARS AGO ¢ 


(From VARIETY and Clipper) 





Theodore Roberts making personal 
appearances on the Orpheum circuit. 
Told a Chicago audience it was his 
first time in that city in nine vears. 
Doing a sketch instead of just talk- 
ing. 


Paul Ash took a half-page ad to 
announce a year’s contract for the 
Granada, Frisco. At his tops. 


Eddie Cantor, in Chicago in a mu- 
sical comedy, played two shows at 
a picture theatre Sunday afternoon. 
His show had no matinee. Last time 
he was paid $400. This trip it was 
750. 





VARIETY, Which had been running 
the picture section in the back of 
the paper, moved it further front. 
Getting more important. 





Ministers in Hollywood asked the 
district attorney to investigate the 
picture colony. He could see no rea- 
son sor a probe. 





N. Y. exhibs kicking at the high 
rentals asked by Paramount for its 
‘red’ list. Pay offered to take over 
the houses and play on percentage. 





Will Yays announced he would re- 
tire to private practise when he quit 
the producers. No politics or pro- 
duction in mind. Hasn't quit yet. 





W. S. Hart announced his inten- 
tion of making personal productions 
as soon as his wife’s divorce suit was 
settled. Not very successful. 





Chaplin’s ‘The Pilgrim’ did $49,500 
in its first week at the N. Y. Strand. 





Izzy Herk incorporated Syndicate 
Attractions Circuit at Albany with a 
$100,000 bankroll. To handle colored 
shows and houses. Said he had 40) 
weeks. Not so hot. 





U. S. Shipping Board ticketed 
Harry Rose to m.c. shows on one of 
its liners. Four shows per voyage 


at $250 each, and a first class cabin} was 
for his wife and baby. Could take 
outside dates while ship in port 


|bands. Summer months only. 
William Morris went out to the 

Coast to bid bon voyage to Harry 

| Lauder, sailing for Australia. Picked 


biz on the side, 


up some 


Music pubs did not send the usual 
staff of pluggers to the six-day bike 
races in Mad. Sq. Garden. Cost about 
$500 per and not regarded as worth- 
while. First time in 16 years they 
had not infested the grind 

Shuberts canceled their five-year | 
contract with Georgie Price. Claimed | 
he had breached the agreement by | 

| walking out of a show on account of 


billing trouble 


Easter week set for the N. V. A 


the worst Miami has experienced in 


| the past few years. Besides nitery 
|ops squawking, local biz folk have 
also been complaining. Business 


men claim too much racing here cuts 
|in and keeps people from shopping 
| Argument is that people at a race 
| track all day have no time to pa- 


|} tronize local establishments. This 
| sounds like a logical argument but 
still doesn’t explain why niteries 


should suffer, 

Too much competish in the nitery 
field is also largely responsible for 
a non-profit windup. Clubs and 
bars on Miami Beach are all over 
} each other this year whereas in past 
| seasons fewer spots operated. 





NVA Summons Coreili 
For Quiz in Libel Suit 
Vs. AFA; Rand Letter 


Alan Corelli, exec secretary of the 
Theatre Authority, was served with 
a summons this week by the National 
Variety Artists, which sought a let- 
ter allecedly written by Sally Rand 
to support its planned libel suit 
against American Federation of Ac- 
tors. Marks first step in suit to fo!- 
low examination and which will call 
Corelli, Miss Rand and Harold 
Koenigsberg, of AFA. 

Corelli is claimed to have received 
Miss Rand’s letter, which is said to 
have contained a quoted paragraph 
from Koenigsberg refusing Miss 
Rand permission to attend a benefit 
given by the NVA March 3, and al- 
legedly labeled the NVA, a dual or- 
ganization, company, union, etc. 

Corelli tried to conciliate the mat- 
ter, but prez Ralph Whitehead, of 
AFA, refused to meet Louis Handin, 
| NVA prez, it is stated. Also, Handin’s 
| leter to Whitehead demanding re- 
traction and apology is 1eported to 
have been ignored. 

Miss Rand did not appear at the 
benefit after her request to perform 
had been okayed by the TA. She is 
quoted as say:ng ‘she forgot.’ 


N. Y. BURLEY GIVEN 
TWO-MONTH PERMIT 














People’s Burlesque theatre, N. Y., 
granted permission to operate 
for another two months by License 
Commissioner Paul Moss last week. 
Two-month permit makes expiration 
dates for all N. Y stands uniform as 
the 90-day okays handed the Star, 
Eltinge and the Republic run out 
May 1. Moss also stated that in the 
future no house will be granted an 


operating okay for longer than three 
months. 

Irving Place, which’ was also 
skedded to apply for renewal, did 
not. Indications are that the house, 
which is one of the oldest flesh 
tands in New York, will remain 

iuttered indefinitely, if not entirely 

SHEA’S BUFFALO VAUDE 
Buffalo, March 8 

Shea Amuse Co, denics that 
hs s Buffalo will undergo chanee 
from straight pictures to vaudeville. 

Phil Spitalny’s femme bar and 
Ton y Dorsey's o ch are ske to 
come in 
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VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 











MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Edwina Eustis, Bonnie Bradley, the 


Danwills, Robert Weede, the Kimris, | 


Glee Club, Rockettes, M. H. Sym- 
phony; ‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO). 


This 
pretentious 


week's stage show is an un- 
four-part melange of 
singing, dancing, music and dumb 
acts set against a ‘Winter Cruise 
background. Producer Leon Leoni- 
doff staged in Grecian, Moroccan and 
Italian settings and a fourth aboard 
a ship. 

Settings are more impressive than 
the entertainment. The Coliseum in 
the Moonlight snd the finale, the aft 
deck of a pleasure liner, with the 
»rchestra on deck, are spectacular. 
Lighti and adept mechanical ma- 
neuvering also ald. 
The Kimris aerial 
is out of place in the 
where a gala last night is depicted 
They work on a revolving crane, 
motion of which is aided by an air- 
plane propeller. It is a good act of 
its kind, however. The Rockettes, 
dances by Russell Markert, fold 
things with a conventional precision 
routine. . 

A special number, ‘Greece,’ by 
Maurice Baron and Albert Stillman, 
opens. Edwina Eustis, contralto, is 
supported in the number by the 
house’s ballet corp. Quiet and dig- | 
nified. j 

A street in Morocco acts as back- 
ground for a cooch dancer, unbilled, 
and the Danwills, acrobats, who fit 
nicely. On the cruise, Robert 
Weede and the house glee club en- | 
gave in choral singing against the 
striking set of the Coliseum. They 
work as peasants, doing folk songs. | 

Currently, the symphony orchestra 
plays an arrangement of George 
Gershwin numbers called ‘In Me- 
moriam. Rather unorthodox, light- 
ly skipping ‘Rhapsody in Blue.’ 
. Char. | 

i 
SS | 


CIRCLE, INDPLS. 


act, in finale, 
ship scene, 


anlar eed | 
Indianapolis, March 6. | 
Buddy Rogers orch, Joe & Jane’ 
McKenna, Frank Payne, Jack Doug- 
las, Diane Denise, Patsy Marr, Bob 
Hannon; ‘Love On a Budget’ (20th). | 
Buddy Rogers’ old routine is all 
right if you’ve never seen it, but! 
this is his third trip to town in two) 
years and some new material would | 
be welcome. 
Rogers still does his trombone solo | 
of ‘Liebestraum,’ he and the band 
present ‘Working Our Way Through | 
College’ with the same old shopworn 
magazine covers, and as usual, for his | 
finale, he performs his customary | 
stint of dashing around the band- 
stand and playing a few bars on 
various instruments. At the first 
show Friday (4), he also did his 
familiar vocal number with the girl 
singer, using the various titles of 
pop tunes with comedy intentions. 
This number, however, was shelved | 
later in the day. 
Joe and Jane McKenna, knock- 
about comics, and Frank Payne, 
young impersonator, save the show. | 
McKenna and hi partner click in the 
next-to-closing spot with their rough- 
house antics. They build to a hilari- 
ous finish with their adagio | 
lesque. | 
Frank Payne scores strongly with | 
his impersonations of notables in 
show biz. Patsy Marr does an aver- 
age acrobatic dance specialty. 
Bob Hannon comes off the stand to 
sing. ‘You're a Sweetheart’ 
They Called It Ireland.” Diane 
Denise warbles ‘Thanks for the Mem- 
ory’ and ‘Make Believe.’ 
las follows with some hoary comedy 
talk and goes back to the stand after 
singing ‘Mama Don’t Allow,’ 
Theatre only half filled at opening 
performance, Kiley. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, March 6. 





Barney Rapp’s orch with Ruby midget piano. All ‘lowns acc | 
& Eddie Holland, Allen & Pee eae ee eee 
Kent, Billy Gilbert; ‘Every Day's a) 


Wright 
Holiday (Par). 
With Mae West in 


house, so far as the screen is con- 
cerned: 


and | 


Jack Doug- | 


the b.o. dog- 


a comparatively nameless 
stage show and ‘Snow White’ at the | 
Penn less than a block away, looks | 
like the Stanley ushers will get some | ~s 


One of Rapp's better novel+ 
band production number 
| built around ‘Snow White and the 
' Seven Dwarts.’ with the crew don- 
ning the Disney beards and caps and 
| adding a lot of good hoke to a med- 
| ley of tunes from the film. 
Vocalists are the attraction. 


} better. 
;} ties is a 


Ruby 


Wright (Mrs. Rapp) and Eddie Hol- 
land, who also doubles as one of 
Rapp’s two pianists. Latter is a 


youngster who joined orchestra just 
prior to Pittsburgh engagement, ac- 
counting for his nervousness and 
stage fright. Has a sweet voice and 
should be able to sell it with a little 


t 


more experience; now its just a 
trifle shaky, 

Only two other acts, giving show 
in general a rather thinnish quality. 
Allen and Kent, with their two un- 
billed elders to contrast modern 
and old-time styles of hoofing, always 
surefire, and no different on current 
visit Foursome foreed to beg off. 


They have a new closer and it’s sock, 
a lively composite of the Big Apple 


wtih now and then variations, Next- 
to-closing is Billy Gilbert (New 
Acts), screen comic, who is assisted 
by his recent bride. Delivers a skit 


smartly fashioned to show off his 
rasping dialectics and his million dol- 
lar sneeze. Over big. 

Dave Broudy back in the pit again 
and does ‘Poet and Peasant’ as his 
overture. Cohen. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, March 6. 

Bob DuPont, Fritz & Jean Hubert, 
Gower & Jeanne, Bob Goday, Ruth 
Petty, Shep Fields orch; ‘Tovarich’ 
(WB). 

Fields’ orchestra is a hold- 
over from last week, continuing 
fortnight contract. Rest of the 
show, however, is new. 

Fields 
asked to arrange a new 
this week, evidently having 
arrangements for a_ straight hold- 
over. He did a good job, however. 
Essentially a dance band, Fields 
plays fine dansapation tunes, but 
does especially well with novelty in- 
terpretation of ‘The Flight of the 
Bumble Bee,’ which highlights the 
accordionist. Entire orchestra also 
plays accordions during tune. 

Show is excellently arranged with | 
a load of standard acts. Fritz and | 
Jean Hubert still rate among the 
best with their drunk acrobatics. | 
Bob Du Pont is back with his nov- 
elty comedy juggling to click. 

Gower and Jeanne make a fine 
appearance and are dependable, as 
always, for their smart ballroom 
dances. Good anywhere. 

Bob Goday, singer with Fields or- | 
chestra, warbles two pop songs well. | 
Ruth Petty, swing singer established | 
in niteries and cafes here, has plenty | 
of pep and personality with clean | 
cut style. 

Business fair last Friday (4). | 


HIPP, BALTO 


Shep 


was in a tough spot when 
show for 


made 


| 


Baltimore, March 86. 
Carl Schictl’s Wonderettes, Ray & 


Trent, Al Allen & Peggy Hoover, 
Variety Gambols; ‘Snow White’ 
| (RKO), 


Running 39 minutes to aceommo- 
} date multiple showings of ‘Snow 
| White’ (RKO), now in its fourth 


week, current setup is good through- 


out. Carl Schictl’s Wonderettes, skill- | 


| fully handled marionette show, pre- 
sent a fast moving continental vaude 


layout in opener. Well handled. 
| Makes for strong entree. Followed 
in equally solid style by Ray and | 


Trent, standard hand balancing act. 
good for a sock and a well earned 
encore. 

Al Allen and Peggy Hoover, third, 
| don’t quite produce. Using a trick 





niments to a fair hoof session and 


Helen Morgan takeoff by femme 
partner. 
its moments. Talk could = stand 
laughs. 


Variety Gambols, dance and acro 
flash, made up of four boys 
three girls, are pleasing chasers. 
Burm. 


rest this week after the hectic events | 


of the past fortnight. WB deluxer’s 


five-week 10th Anniversary celebra- | 


tion ended last Thursday (3) and this 
is strictly anti-climax. 

Layout's listlessness due chiefty to 
Barney Rapp’s misguided eagerness. 
Had maestro, at opener, put on the 
brakes and _ realized where and 
when to stop, everything might have 
been all right. Management 
ened him up afterwards and 
mediate improvement noted. 

Indication of Rapp’s failings came 


when, with a crack novelty on his | 


hands in imitations of how various 


name bands would play ‘Bei Mir,” he | 


immediately overdid it. Instead of 
stopping with three or four, he went 
on through several more. 
mob was completely fatigued. 
Essentially. however, Rapp has a 
good outfit for stage purposes, He’s 
versatile. has endless ideas and the 


personrel to execute them. When he | 


learns the secret of condensation, in- 
stead of proceeding by the trial and 
error systerh, results should be much 


tight- | 
im- | 


At the end | 


_ STRAND, B’KLYN 


‘Daredevil Drivers’ 
High Voltage’ (WB). 


(WB), 


cially 
opening (4) night. 
Meter between them. 
finish ‘breaks’ it. 
Osborne 


Anderson, a dancer. Personable 
band leaders swap gags and make 


faces at each other. 
pretty corny. 

Audience is 
at finish. 
despite fair showmanship. 


pretty swing groggy 


| anywhere with 


| ailment. 


| it does all 
|can follow. 


| what is nominally the next-to-clos- 
|ing frame, Buck and Bubbles start 


Will Osborne Band & Janice Todd, 
Teddy King orch & Ann Anderson; 
‘Danger, 


One hour of live weekend vaude, 
consisting of two swing bands against! at the 
each other, Teddy King’s coming out 
of the pit to battle Will Osborne's on 
stage. Plenty seemed enthused, espe- | 
among the younger element, | 


Bands divide stage with a Swing 
Osborne's 


| introduces Jane Todd to 
warLle and King parries with Ann 


Couple of gags 
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LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


Keene Twins and Vic & LaMarr, 
Sylvia Froos, Buck & Bubbles, Milt 
Britton Band with Sybil Kaye, and 
Walter Powell, Ruby Zwerling’s pit 
orch; ‘Hurricane’ (UA), 

On paper and on the stage, this is 
a sucko talent lineup. It holds en- 
tertainment and a good measure of 
b.o., unquestionably being a booking 
foresight to offset the fact that ‘Hur- 
ricane’ had already played two other 
Broadway spots. 

State, last of the full-week New 
York vaude houses, somehow man- 
ages on a good average to overcome 
the growing shortage of pure-bred 
variety acts. This week’s layout is 
strictly vaudeville, a punchy combo 
which would have done credit to the 
oldtime Orpheum unit route. It runs 
the gamut of high calibred acrobatics, 
singing, dancing and comedy, and 
leaves the crowd asking for more 
after 64 minutes. Despite the fact 
that there are only four acts cur- 
rently, probably because of the 
length of the picture and the Milt 
Britton zanyism, that fifth turn isn’t 
missed. 

Two of the acts, though standard 
for years, have switched their rou- 
tines, but don’t appear to be going 
the change. For 
Sylvia Froos, one of them, it’s almost | 
a complete change of personality. | 
From a sweet-girl type of singer, | 
which best fitted her, she has gone 
over to a more sophisticated veneer. 
Her hair is more blonde now; she’s 
sporting a sun-tan and there’s a 
strong dash of hotcha in her deliv- 
ery. It all doesn’t match up with her 
own self and it certainly suffers in 
comparison with the youngster who 
a few years ago seemed headed for 
certain stardom. But her voice is| 
still there, sufficiently to bring her | 
back for an encore and a curtain 
speech. | 

Lita Grey Chaplin, originally 
slated for the current stage show, 
pulled out Feb. 28, due to a nervous 
Miss Froos replaced at the 


last minute. 


The Milt Britton orchestra is an- 
|other which has changed with the | 
|}result that its comedy _ suffers. | 


There’s very little new, with the ex- 
ception of the addition of straight- 
singing Sybil Kaye, who doesn’t 
stack up so well against the preced- 


|ing Miss Froos. Shifting of the | 
Britton group’s classical composer | 


routine from the opening of the act | 
down close to the finale is one of the | 
more notable bad moves. | 

A plenty okay bit formerly, it's 
now slow and unwieldy. Same goes 
for the spotting of the serious Miss 
faye immediately after the band’s 
particularly rowdy opening. 

Britton crew closes this show, as 
shows, because nothing 
Crowd laughed into the 
picture at show caught. Of no small 
support is Walter Powell, the nutty 
trombonist. 

Up ahead of the Britton band, in 


| 
the laughs going. Among pro hoof- 
ers, the lanky Bubbles is credited 
with being one of the best dancers | 
in the business. If he isn’t that, he’s | 
at least close to it. No mean factor | 
in the turn is the pair’s droll comedy. | 

| Thay te a very close approach along | 





these lines to the effectiveness of the | 
blackface Moran and Mack, the Two! 
Black Crows, who were interna- | 
| tional favorites till the accidental | 


| Ware on 


| preachment 


all. Flamingo 


rhythm with imitation of Cab Callo- 
| way, her own version of mike ras- 
i sling thrown in. Then it’s Bestor’s 
turn, with Neil Buckley doing ‘The 
One Rose.’ winding up with ‘Did 
Your Mother Come from Ireland’ 
and encore of ‘Night and Day.’ Bes- 
tor follows with ‘Like a Fish Out of 
Water,’ and Miss Rio is back with 
‘Once in a While’ and ‘Running Wild.’ 
for his okay comedy tap- 
ping, but eclipsed by band. Bestor 
next gives ‘em Ducky Yontz, tops 
with ‘Mamma Don’t Allow,’ ‘Jimmy 
Had a Nickel’ and encore of nut 
trumpeting. Miss Rio back again 
for ‘La Cucaracha,’ in which she 
does slow tap. slow vocal and then 
flash finish. Marcey Bros. and Bea- 


trice break momentum again to give | 


more than they get in off-color slap- 
stick, although hoofing with gal gets 
‘em off to nice hand. 

Bestor gets last crack. doing vibra- 
phone medley of ‘Let’s Make Believe’ 
and ‘Stardust.’ and smashing with 
‘Josephine.’ Pit band returns and 
all three orchestras join to rock raft- 
ers with ‘Dipsv Doodle.’ Bestor, 
Miss Rio and house maestro Joe 
Lombardo each batoning a different 
way. Biz good. Craig. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Latest newsreel show here is 
almost as dull as the stock market. 
It's a little more entertaining, 
though, because of good editing. 
Visit of Alexander Kerensky, ‘father 
of Russian revolution,’ to New York 
and his blasts against present Russ 
regime spotlight new bill. Runner- 
up is opening of giant naval docks 
at Singapore by British. 

Both Movietone and News of Day 


catch Kerensky. Lowell Thomas’ 
closeup interview of Kerensky is 
good. N. of D. does a ship inter- 


view, with several deft flashbacks to 
current Soviet regime. 

Nearly all reels have naval dis- 
play at Singapore, but Embassy edit- 
ors use Movietone material of Eric 
Mayell. 
Loyalist capture of Belchite rebel 
fortification by RKO-Pathe is 
against war as camera 
shows cripples limping back to rear 
after battle. 

Sports derby shows the national 
pastime, with 20th-Fox Movietone 
showing Athletics and Giants lim- 
bering up in Louisiana. Ed Thor- 
gersen, for same reel, pictures Can- 
ada winning amateur ice hockey 
champ game at Prague, Skiing in 
Colorado Rockies adds a few thrills, 
also by Movietone. 

Cue wizards at New York’s Sports- 
men’s tourney is neatly photo- 
graphed by N. of D. Another freak- 
ish item is Universal's showing six 
heavyweight rasslers in a free-for- 
stakes at Miami is 
top horserace of show. On this Uni- 
versal does skillful cameraing and 
adds a comedy touch at the outset. 
Pathe runs San Antonio handicap at 
Santa Anita. Paramount’s Army- 
Navy basketball contest contains 
dramatic moments. 

Paramount tips the gong with 
original handling of Florida’s deep 
sea aquarium. Same newsreel makes 
a colorful story of visit to New York 
by three sisters of King Zog, dove- 
tailing library shots of girls back in 
Albania. Manhattan’s recent gale, 
with closeup street scenes, is also 


; seen. 


Tip-off on public opinion is audi- 
ence reaction to Herbert Hoover in 
Belgium. Heavy hand. James 


| death of Charles E. Mack, the origi- | Roosevelt, starting training trip to 


j nator, early in 1934. 

Show’s opener comprises 
/ Keene Twins and Vic and LaMarr, 
|}an evenly mixed foursome, which 


| starts like a dance flash, but switches | 


into fast acrobatics and tumbling. 
| They’re all young and nicely dressed 
and make an effective getaway for 
vaude., 

Biz plenty okay opening (3) night, 
despite the low temp. Scho 


| EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, March 6. 
| Don Bestor Orch, Neil Buckley 
Ducky Yontz, Rita Rio Orch, Dick 


Song and dance finish has| Ware, Olga Phillips & John Kohl, 


| Marcey Bros. & Beatrice, Joe Lom- 
| bardo house orch; ‘Love, Honor and 
Behave’ (WB). 


and | 


House, which has been smashing 
_former straight vaude policy since 
| Harry Anger took over production, 
'clicks again this week with two 
| stage bands and the regular pit en- 


semble under ‘Battle of Swing’ title. | 
Program builds steadily, only let-ups | 


being during non-orchestra special- 
When huge thermometer. 
which has been climbing at rear of 
stage explodes in mid-air. it closes 
curtains to tremendous applause. 
Battle-of-sexes idea is introduced 
outset, with Dick Ware. 
m. ¢.’ing, introducing Don Bestor and 
Rita Rio. Each crew alternates. Bes- 
| tor scoring with straightforward per- 
sonality. smart musicianship. vocalis 
Neil Bucklev and Ducky Yontz: Miss 
Rio depending chiefly on her own 


>| thes. 


warbling, hoofing, and figure dis- 
plaved in a half dozen gowns. 
Miss Rio takes over first with 


‘Twilight in Turkey.’ and Bestor 
counters with ‘Harvest Moon.’ while 
she changes dress. Ware introes 


who bounce out in sport costume and 
dance to the Rio accompaniment. 


Tends to be cammateatieed +--1- sock. and they encore with short 


repeat. Miss Rio continues swing 


the a ripple. 


Phillips and Kohl as shag champs. | 


| be a naval officer, causes not even 
Death of Gabriele D’An- 
nunzio noted by Movietone interest- 
ingly. 

Lew Lehr collects a few guffaws 
| with his word twisting session on 





| knitting. but photography is below | 


| standard. 

| Publicity subjects shy this stanza. 
|On the dull side are the parade of 
|new army outfits, opening of trout 
|season, the New Orleans Mardi 


|Gras, carnivals in Nice and Italy, 
|; work on lens for giant California 
| telescope (that’s been around be- 


| fore), Queen Elizabeth at a fashion 
| show, civic leaders launching a drive 
in New York, bank alarm gadget. 
|an elephant as life guard and Prince 
| Michael punching the time clock. 

| Wear. 


OHIO, COLUMBUS 





| 
| 





| Columbus, March 6. 
Eddie White, Judy Garland; ‘Para- 
dise for Three’ (MG). 


| 





Ohio has only one act on stage this 


| week, Judy Garland. Looks like it's 


| all house needs to crack records. 

It’s pure and simple personal ap- 
pearance turn 
Youngster does four songs. 
tano accompaniment only, in front 
of curtain. With her brand of song- 
selling that’s all she needs to wow 
them. 

Opens with ‘Shine on Your Shoes.’ 
| Follows with ‘You 
You. Then novel arrangement of 
‘Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen,’ which puts 
over well-worn tune like a new one. 


Encores with ‘Melody Farm’ and gets | 


off with curtain speech. 
Eddie White. m. ec. at 


Stanley. 
Pittsburgh, came over 


with Miss 
first three days. 
| ley. 


] ° 
| Business plenty good opening day 
Otis. 


Thomas’ word picture helps. | 


without any frills. | 
with | 


Made Me Love | 


Garland and introduced her at Ohio | 
White was on bill | 
with her at the smoky town’s Stan- | 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 6. 
| Lou Schrader house orch, Myra 
| Johnson, Joe Martin, Cookie Bow- 
ers, Ghezzis, Burns, Moriarity & 
Dell, Fats Waller orch; ‘Start Cheer- 
ing’ (Col), 


With Benny Goodman's  socko 
week behind it and another expected 
b. o. bonanza coming up Friday 
when Tommy Dorsey moves in, house 
is Just coasting this week, Although 
acts are individually oke, whole 
thing seems to be marked by draggi- 
ness and offers little except for the 
Waller devotees. 
|} Acts put on first to tunes of Lou 
| Schrader’s house band in the pit, fol- 
| lowed by Waller's orchestra on the 





|} stage for show’s final half. Acts, 
usually interspersed among band’s 


playing,-which seems to speed things 
up, might have pepped entire presen- 
tation this week, too. Another bet- 
| ter innovation, which is being con- 
tinued after couple of weeks’ experi- 
mentation, is short pop overture by 
house band, with Joe Martin, fiddler, 
doing vocals. Has pleasing pipes. 
Also announces acts. 

Opener is Burns, Moriarity and 
Dell, two guys and gal doing preci- 
sion challenge tapping and some 
simple tossing around of the femme. 
Nice lookers and get in some tough 
routines in the individual rounds, 
but whole thing would be better if 
trrimed. Ghezzis, two male hand-to- 
hand balancers, are smooth. Work 
slow motion to not too well-fitted 
music. Plenty showmanly. Do some 
terrific stunts, among them a single 
|hand balance by the light man on 
'the head of his partner. Although 
sometimes weak, build up nicely to 
heavy hand-patter. Encore with Big 
Apple on their hands. Cookie Bow- 
ers finishes first portion of bill with 
mimicry and pantomime. At times 
drowsy. closes strong. 

Curtains part on Walle 
ing wanded by band pianist. Leader 
in to piano ‘Marie.’ Good. Has nice 
sense of humor. Fourteen-piece band 
so-so. Okay colored gal chirper, 
Myra Johnson. does ‘Nice Work If 
You Can Get It’ and ‘I Know Now.’ 


crew be- 


Big boy finishes up with own ar- 
rangement of ‘St. Louis Blues.” in 
which bandsmen are given oppor- 
tunity on solos. Herb. 


FOX, DETROIT 





Detroit, March 6. 
Gae Foster House Line, Novak & 
| Fay, Santoro & Lorraine, Leah Ray, 
| Frank Connors, Sam Jack Kauf- 
| man’s house orch; ‘Sally, Irene and 
| Mary’ (20th). 


| Rather skimpy lineup currently, 
but works out okay in the end. Only 
three acts, besides house line, neces- 
| Sitating considerable production 
| work to stretch out show. Staging 
|} and layout, plus spiffy work by Gae 
Foster gals. overcome difficulties. 

As headliner, Leah Ray may not 
be the best b. o. lure, but her efforts 
are plenty clicko, especially her 
swingy interpretation of ‘Serenade 
to a Wealthy Widow.’ Pipes carry 
gobs of volume and, except for a 
lacey black gown, act gets over nift- 
ily. 

Santoro and Lorraine, dancers, are 
smooth. Novak and Fay, in a slow- 
motion acro burlesque, elicit plenty 
of applause. Versatile house line 
secks. 

Besides warbling a pop tune with 
the pit band, Frank Connors vocal- 
izes for Santoro and Lorraine's waltz 
}number. Sam Jack Kaufman over- 
tured Rossini’s ‘Semiramide.’ 

Fair crowd at late show 
Friday (4) evening. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 

Tom Phillips, of the Burlesque 
Artists Association, sent crate of 
fruit to Joe McCarthy to be handed 
among this showfolk gang. Thanks 
Tom. 

Margaret Elroy got that okay. 
Will try the big town for a look- 
| see; then the footlights. 
| Isabelle Rook, recuping after op., 
| is checked in. Another Dr. Wood- 
| ruff success. 
| Sylvia Abbott back to the Will 

Rogers after taking the fourth and 
last stage of ‘rib’ operation. Girl 
doing great. 

Rose Clark, N. Y., is a newcomer 
j;at the Will Rogers. She recently 
was with the Radioettes as a singer 
|and dancer. Likes it here. 

Among those Will 
downtowning these days are Fred 
| Schraeder, Herbert Carlson, Hank 
Hearn, Eddie Vogt, Roy Nunley. 
Nice to see the boys in town. 
| The new remodeled Hudson Cot- 
| tage, managed by Mrs. Henry Hud- 
son, now caters to the Actors Colony. 

Dr. George Wilson has been ad- 
mitted to the Good Samaritan Club. 
For over 15 years he has given his 
time to this Actors’ Colony. His 
name rates No. 16 in our Hall of 
| Fame. 
| Write to those you know in Sara- 
|nac and elsewhere who are ill. 


caught 
Pete. 





Rogerites 
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New York FTP Nixes Audish Idea; 





For Reliefers, Not Talent Tyros 


New York branch of the Federal | 
Theatre Project has nixed the sug | 
gestion that it inaugurate regular} 
auditions for its members similar to | 
those conducted by the American | 
Theatre Council. George Kondolf, | 
head of the New York setup, sees no 
WPA 


shies at 


advantages for actors in the 
proposal and 


complications 


unfavorable 
might result 
from simulating the ATC activity. 


As a 


which 


government agency, the 


+ 


FTP cannot encourage new recruits 
In an already overcrowded profes- | 
sion, says Kondolf. Its job is to 


furnish work for established profes- 
sionals and those unable to get 
thespic employment elsewhere. New 
wrinkle would certainly bring a 
flock of tyro applicants under vari-} 
ous disguises despite the fact that | 
WPA’ers must be McCoy reliefers. | 
Such a condition would leave FTP | 
open to greater critcism than it al- | 
ready suffers from such charges 

Since the FTP manages to keep | 
its 2,000-odd members active 
| 


throughout the year in some form 
of entertainment, whether traveling, 
stationery or in outlaying produc- 
tions around metropolitan area, etc., | 
there is ample time and opportunity 
for members to be viewed and | 
passed upon, thinks headquarters. | 
Automatic weeding which places | 
best on Broadway in three to four | 
regular productions and frequently | 
for longish runs is another favor- 
able factor for actors. 


Equity to Keep 





Coast ‘Golden Boy’ 


Los Angeles, March 8. 


| 
Lederer for Lead In 
| 


Francis Lederer has been signed 
for the title role in the Coast pro- 
juction of ‘Golden Boy,’ which 


will stage in associa- | 
Group Theatre, open- | 


| 
| 


Homer Curran 
tion with the 
ing March 25 in Santa Barbara. 


Alley 


Stella Adler, of the Group Theatre 
board. has arrived from New York 
to assist Curran in readying the of- 


farin y 
rering. 


SEE NO CHANGE 
FOR EQUITY | 
LEGALITES 








Equity committee has been at 
work digesting the recommendations 
of an efficiency expert who recently 
investigated the association’s activi- 
But the group has not handed 


Preliminary report was ‘ait 


| 








ties, 
ties, 
mitted to council yesterday (Tues- | 
day). Indicated that the survey did | 
not make disclosures that would re- 
quire radical readjustments in any 
department. It had been hinted that 
such revelations might be expected. 





Legal department was one line of 
activity that interested those who 
had been identified as opposed to the 





Frisco, Chicago 
Offices As Is 


Indications are that Actors Equity 
Assn. will disregard recommenda- 
tions concerning its out-of-town 
branches, made in the recent survey 
of its activities, It was suggested 
that the San Francisco office be 
closed and Chicago be placed on part 


time. Equity officers, however, state 
that service would be denied part of 
the membership if the recommenda- 
tions were followed. Cost of mainte- 
nance in both spots was lowered last 
year. 

Chicago uses no office space. Frank 








administration. Understood the ex- 
pert’s opinion was that an attorney 
be retained as one of the office staff 
and that outside talent be consulted 
when required. 


In the face of the record, changes 
look doubtful. Equity’s legal de- 
partment has won every court case 
it has had for the association during 
the 20 years of operation. Nearest 
to a defeat was the Du Roy action, 
in which a heavy award was made 
against Equity, only to be reduced, 
then tossed out entirely by the high- 
er court. 


Paul N. Turner has been Equity’s 
attorney of record. Up to two years 
ago Emily Holt was assistant and 
devoted most of her time to Equity. 
She was succeeded by Rebecca 
Brownstein, currently on the staff. 

Turner is said to receive $7,500 net 
from the association annually. He 








Dare, the representative, operates 
from his home. While the number of 
traveling shows which centered in 
Chicago have disappeared, as have 
tent and rep outfits, the stand is the 
most active outside of New York. 
Cost of operating the branch is about 
$100 weekly. 

There are 
players resident in the San Francisco 


area and Equity is represented there | 


by Theodore Hale. Cost is about one- 
half that of the Chicago branch. Hale 


does not need compensation for his! ... ; ' 
Me is on} Miracle,’ current at the Nixon here. 


work, as he is wealthy. 


several hundred legit | 


pays the salaries of his aides. De- 
|partment’s annual cost is placed 
| around $12,000 per year. 


‘Malachy’ Blurb Draws 





Current Road Shows 





Week of March 7 
Abbey Players, Curran, San 
Francisco, 


‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert, 
Newark, N. J. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Locust, Phila- 
delphia. 

‘Brother Rat,’ National, Wash- 
ington. 

‘Father Malachy’s Miracle’ 


(Al Shean), Nixon, Pittsburgh. 
‘Ethan Frome’ (Walter Hamp- 


den), Community, Hershey, Pa. 
(7); Hartman, Columbus (8-9); 
Memorial Aude, Louisville (10); 


English, Indianapolis (11-12). 
‘Julius Caesar,’ Erlanger, Chi- 
cago. 
‘Richard II’ (Maurice Evans), 
Grand Opera House, Chicago 


‘Room Service,’ Selwyn, Chi- 
cago. 
‘Spring Thaw,’ Playhouse, 


Providence (11-12) 
‘Tobacco’ Road,’ English, In- 
dianapolis (7-10); Kokomo, Ind. 


(11); Terre Haute, Ind. (12). 
‘Tonight at 8:30’ (Estelle Win- 
wood), Royal Alexandra, To- 
ronto. 
‘Victoria Regina’ (Helen 


Hayes), Parkway, Madison, Wis. 
(7); Aude, St. Paul (8); Lyceum, 
Minneapolis (9-11). 

‘White Cargo,’ Werba, Brook- 


lyn. : 
‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel  Barry- 

more), Hamilton (7-9); Brand- 

ford (10); London, Ont. (11-12). 


‘Women,’ Forum, Wichita (7); 
Muny Aude, Kansas City (8-9); 
Shrine Aude, Des Moines (12). 


(Florence Reed), Ryman Aude, 
Nashville (7); Temple, Birming- 
ham (8-9); City Aude, Mont- 
gomery (10); Erlanger, Atlanta 
(11-12), 

*You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Cass, Detroit. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Biltmore, Los Angeles. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Fargo, N. D. (7); St. Cloud (8); 
Rochester, Minn. (9); Eau 
Claire, Wis. (10); Duluth, Minn. 
(11-12). 

‘You Never Know’ (Clifton 
Webb, Lupe Velez, Libby Hol- 
man, Toby Wing), Shubert, Bos- 
ton. 


























Pittsh’g Catholic Blast 


| Pittsburgh, March 8. 
| Management of ‘Father Malachy’s 


attorney and a member of Equity, | came in for a front-page editorial 


having once been an actor. 





‘Dramatic School’ Plans 
Off for This Season 


lashing in the Pittsburgh Catholic, 
leading weekly in western Pennsyl- 
vania diocese, As part of a general 
campaign, the advance men sent out 
circular letters to priests and sisters 


Rehearsals of ‘Dramatic School,’ 


production of Rufus Phillips and 


Watson Barratt, stopped early this 


week and the show was announced 
as abandoned, for this season at 
least. Presentation had the backing 
of Metro, said to have amounted to 
around $15,000, but it was 
breach in the agreement between 
leading film producei: not to back 
Broadway legits. 

‘School’ is of foreiz. authorship 
and such works are n . included in 
the pact. It «as writtea by Hun- 
garian writers Zoltan Egyed and 
Hans Szekely, the adaptation com- 
ing from Jacques Deval, a French 
playwright, who i; 
the Dramatists Guild. Metro states 
it does not own the picture rights 
to ‘School.’ 

Phillips and Barratt presented 
‘The Lady Has a Herrt’ early this 
season. Play was first called ‘Jean.’ 
Film rights were owned by 20th-Fox, 
bu. the latter vas not interested in 
the stage version. 


not a! 


not a member of | attention 


in the tri-state area, pointing out that 
the play had been highly praised by 
Catholic leaders and suggesting it 
was almost the duty of Catholics to 
support it. 





| What ‘Malachy’ publicists appar- 
ently forgot was that the show had 
been booked here for the first week 
of Lent and the Catholic Observer 
pounced on this fact to deliver a 
scathing editorial directed at the 
| Delos Chappell-Theatre Guild offer- 


ing. 





Kay Duncan’s Break 
Pittsburgh, March 8. 

| Kay Duncan, former Carnegie 
| Tech drama school student who got 
from several Broadway 
producers through the Libby 
manish quality of her voice while 
singing last summer at the nitery 
atop the Wharf theatre in Province- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


town, Mass., gets her first legit | 
break as understudy to Miss Hol- | 
{man in new Shubert musical, ‘You 


| Never Know.’ 
| ble regularly. 


She’s in the ensem- 


Hol- | 


‘ROOSTY’ PAY RULING 
WITH SPLIT DECISION 


briefly 





Players in ‘Roosty,’ 
sented at the Lyceum, N. Y., 
bert Lewis, were awarded three- 
eighths of a wee’: extra salary by 
arbitration, but other points at issue 
were not ruled on and the result was 
takbed as a split decision. Claim 
was for a half week’s pay for a Sun- 
day paid preview included on a two- 
eighths basis. Latter contention was 
upheld. Manager argue . that as the 
show played but one week and the 
cast received two weeks’ salary in 
addition to rehearsal pay, no addi- 
tional money was due. But he was 
ruled against. 


pre- 


Equity sought to establish the date | 


of the first public performance 
should be fixed as the start of the 
guarantee period in the contract. 
That was upheld only by indirection, 
as the arbitrators stated that the 
clauses in the contract weie ambigu- 
ous. But Equity still figures its po- 
sition is correct on the basis of the 
‘Time and the Conways’ arbitration. 

Equity also wanted to clarify an- 
other point in connection with fix- 
ing the start of he guarantee period. 
‘Roosty’ did not open until several 
days after the original date an- 


prior to the opening performance, 
they were denied the chance to ac- 
cept another engagement that many 
days more. 


Hammond’s ‘Reunion’ 


Pittsburgh, March 8. 


Theatre here and for the last 














Hopkins Staging ‘Thaw’; 
Mary Philips in Cast 


Arthur Hopkins is now directing 
lthe Max Gordon production of 
‘Spring Thaw.’ Has replaced Edward 
Sobol, who staged the Clare Kum- 
mer play for its tryout in Washing- 
ton and Baltimore. Mary Philips 
and Guido Nadzo have gone into the 
cast in place of Lea Penman and 
Edgar Barrier, respectively. 

Show is skedded to 
Providence Friday (11) and come 
into the Martin Beck, N. Y., 
March 21. 


UNEMPLOYMENT 
WAGE TAX 
CUT 


—_—_—_— 














| Unemployment has declined with- 


in the New York stagehands union, | copped both Critics’ Circle awards), 


|}as well as the prez and ex-prez of 


‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ | Local One, International Alliance of | 
(Lucille Watson), Forrest, Phil- | Theatrical Stage Employees, and the 
adelphia. ; , |{|inereased assessment has been re-}| 

Yes, My Darling Daughter duced. Enforced contribution from 


employed members is now back to 
the normal of early in winter, Deck- 
hands are again required to lay off 
one performance a week, with de- 
partment heads kicking in with one- 


Name Playwrights’ Producing Firm; 
Whitney Coin with Picture Angles? 


+ 





—————=2 


—_——- 





Hollywood, March 8, 
In connection with the band- 
ing of five name playwrights 
to produce on their Own on 
Broadway, Jock Whitney was 
unavailable here for comment. 
His associates declare the idea 
is one which John F. Wharton 
has been nurturing for the past 
year, but none would = say 
whether Whitney would toss 
coin into the deal. 


In connection with the five name 


re-tryout in| playwrights’ own producing organi- 


zation, Robert E. Sherwood, yester- 
day (Tuesday) stated that the idea 
of such an association dates back to 
1934. Then it was first attempted 
with Electrical Research Products, 
Inc., and later with Paramount. 
Present indication is for authors to 
use their own money as far as pos- 
sible, Sherwood adding that they 
like the idea of this type of associa- 
and hope it will have mutual 
benefits. Plan is to swing the ven- 
ture independently, if possible, with- 
out outside money. 

The five leading American play- 
wrights are Maxwell Anderson, 
Robert E. Sherwood, Sidney Howard, 
S. N,. Behrman and Elmer Rice, 


tron 
viVil 





| dicate 


| Dramatist 


Group includes four former Pulitzer 
Prize winners (Anderson has also 


|the Dramatists’ Guild. 


| While nothing has been said to in- 

what effect the new setup 
have on the  Hollywood- 
Guild stalemate, it is 

thought likely that some result 
| will be inevitable. In fact the move 
is viewed in some quarters as a def- 


| wats 


by Al- | 


eighth of their pay per week. 


During the emergency period those inite wrinkle to out-maneuver. the 


| 


| with jobs had to lay off two per- | film producers, 


| formances a week, with the idle men| Weight is lent to that theory by 
making up the replacements. Heads’ | the fact that John F. Wharton, New 
| contribution to the fund carried with | York attorney, is named as financial 
‘it the order to lay off one full day |representative of the outfit. Whar- 
|and prohibited them from entering! ton is regularly treasurer and gen- 
| the theatre on that day unless the | eral counsel of Selznick-Internation- 
manager paid for their time off. As|al. Figured that John Hay (‘Jock’) 
most shows require the presence of| Whitney, S-I board chairman, is 
department heads to assure smooth} bankrolling the new firm. Despite 
performance, the manager paid the| the Hollywood agreement to boycott 
extra amount. Same probably ap-| Broadway legit production under the 
plies for the lesser payment, but the Dramatists’ Guild basic contract, 
rule against heads being on the job/ Selznick has never cooperated with 
| has been rescinded. the other studios and Whitney has 
| When the doubled relief require-}| continued to finance legit production 

ments started it was estimated that! from time to time. 
| 550 deckhands were not working. Re-| This new Dramatist Guild devel- 
jcent count indicated that number! opment in the long tussle with the 
/had been reduced to 140, not in-| Hollywood end comes at a particu- 
clusive of those in the WPA theatre larly crucial time. Not only is 
— Present total membership} Broadway production at a low ebb, 
the legit ee ee tee ee i but the absence of picture coin is 
crews are concerned since all bet | er genes aie —, 
‘ uting cause to that condition. Also 


one theatre is lighted this week. noted that there have been only two 


Stagehands union is virtually a : , i 
closed shop, with few new members | ane nee saan Oe en Eee 


fee! | this season, although film execs deny 
on the books, Initiation fee of $1.000| any concerted hold-oll agreement. 
er is steadily decreasing through | Ftp vod ee ye 
natural causes, an averag av-| : al? 
ing died canaeuee ler Ee dae nav" | fork over $10,000 to the production 
eral years. Through that process of | Kitty. Thought hardly possible, how- 
elimination the unemployment will rast that orgie 4 as -ntaeoggy 
eventually disappear. id successful as e above five 
ial would have to bankroll their own 
plays, even during a business slump, 
or that a $50,000 fund would be suf- 
ficient for an extensive producing 
program. 

Each author will supervise his own 
production, according to the plan, 
either directing his own show or 
engaging another director and avail- 
| ing himself of the advice and as- 











Chi FTP Tourers 


Chicago, March 8. 
Harry Minturn, present head of 
the Chicago Federal Theatre Proj- 
ect, has arranged for a complete 
tour of Illinois with three shows, 
bringing legit amusement to towns 





nounced and it was claimed that as | 
the actors could not hand in notice 


and communities which haven't seen 
a live show in many years. He has 
arranged 30 days of dates in 26 
towns throughout the state for the 
road shows. Plays being given are 
‘Boy Meets Girl,’ ‘Ah Wilderness’ 
and ‘Criminal at Large.’ 


|sistance of his associated authors, 
| Sherwood is president of the 
| Dramatists’ Guild and Howard is an 
| €x-prez. Presence of Rice in the 
| group marks his return to legit fol- 


|lowing his abdication from Broad- 


J. Freeman Hammond, once opera- | 
tor of the now defunct Experimental | 
two | 
seasons an actor with the Pittsburgh | 


way several seasons ago after an 
, success seas staging his 
portunity to state which show thev | unsuccessful season of staj ine _ 
~efer vevenia ae ..2,|/own plays at the Belasco. Rice at 
prefer reveals that ‘Boy Meets Girl E , 
is tt favor! a ‘ that time became involved in a bat- 
is the favorite by a big majority, | 4) ith dr Pal d_ stated 
| with ‘Ah Wilderness’ as followup | = _ emg page “y° a 
and ‘Criminal’ as a poor third. | he was through with Broadway the- 
atre. Of the five dramatists, only 
| Behrman has failed to win the Pu- 
litzer prize. 


Giving the communities the op- 





ENGAGEMENTS 


Playhouse, will make his debut as | Ruth Yor nae etn | During the last few seasons, the 

ia Broadway director for the new | ginia : ee ae. Ve | ees have contributed the fol- 

|producing firm of Robinson and | Charles Dingle irvine Morrow’ | owing plays to Broadway: Sher- 
He’s been signed to stage the 5 : 


firm’s first show, Anthony 


| White. 
| 


‘Reunion, 
at once. 
Hammond last summer 
tor of a strawhat at Keene, N. H. 
which he took over from Herbert V 
| Gellendre. with whom he 
Playhouse here. H 
back to Keene again 


> plans to 
this summer. 


rag 


Ewell Jr.’s 
which goes into rehearsal | 
| 


was direc- | 


| 
| 
worked at | School.’ 


wood, ‘Idiot’s Delight’; Anderson, 
Living.’ ‘Winterset,’ ‘Masque of Kings,’ ‘High 
Kent Smith, ‘A Doll’s House.’ | Tor,’ ‘Wingless Victory’ and ‘The 
| Walter N. Greaza, ‘Room Service,’ | Stat Wagon’; Sidney Howard, ‘Dods- 
Joan Flicker, ‘Prologue to Glory.’ worth, ‘Paths of Glory’ and re 
Patricia Deering, Edward Trevor 5 Yankee Doodle’; Behrman, _— 
Royal Beale, Ann Thomas, ‘Dramatic From Heaven,’ ‘End of Summer, 
|‘Amphitryon 38’ and ‘Wine of 
Choice’; Rice, ‘Judgment Day’ and 


John McKee, Louis Polan, ‘All the 


4 Nancy Sheridan, Averell 


= Harris, 
Schoolhouse on the Lot.’ 


|‘Between Two Worlds.’ 
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General Managers’ Status 





ral 


a 


As soon 


agers to join the union, 


tablished as unionists. 


required to pay $56. 


However, the g.m.’s 


TMAT. 


not assured indefiniiely. 


urers walked out. 


Sam H. Harris outfit. 


be considered individually. 





s the League of New York Theatres fully recognized the 
Theatrical Managers, Agents and Treasurers last week, there was a 
rush of applications by general managers, company and house man- 
Some had held back because they worked 
for producers who opposed TMAT and their status had not been es- 
Dave Finestone, of the Shubert staff, was one 
of the first to file, while Warren Munsell, g.m. for the Theatre Guild, 
signified his intention of joining TMAT. 

Incentive to file was furthered by reports that the cost of initiation 
might be jumped to a prohibitive figure. 
did increase the amount to $116. Up to that time the applicant was 
That figure was set when the boxoffice men 
were ordered out for a day or two in Shubert houses some weeks ago. 

Status of general managers in the union is still to be decided. Both 
Munsell and Finestone are on the league’s labor committee and, as 
representatives of the producers, oppose the wage scales sought by 
qualify as unionists under the rules and 
they feel they should belong for protective reasons, as their jobs are 


Although it is agreed that g.m.’s are executives, the union rules 
rovide that such members may be temporarily relieved of TMAT 
obligations when situations so arise to make that preferable. Excuse 
card may then be issued to such members, as done when the treas- 


Number of g.m.’s already were members of the union, including 
Charles Stewart, of the Rowland Stebbins office; Dixie French, repre- 
senting John Golden; Jack del Bondio, of Dwight D. Wiman's staff; 
Carl Fisher, of the George Abbott office, and Morris Jacobs of the 
Bernard Klawans, in charge of the Warner 
Bros. legit department, is among the new applicants, all of whom will 


Friday (4) the TMAT board 











TMAT-League Go to Mat in Pact; 


Terms for P.A.'s, Managers an Issue 


Having won recognition as bar- 
gaining agent for all classifications 
within its ranks, the Theatrical 
Managers, Agents and Treasurers un- 
ion has begun negotiations with the 
League of New York Theatres (pro- 
ducers) for minimum wages and 
working conditions. Scales for the 
boxoffice men were tentatively set 
some time ago, but contests are ex- 
pected over the pay for press agents 
and company and house managers. 

Expected that the press agents’ 
division will provoke more discus- 
sion than the others because of the 
proposed plan involving the ‘share 
the work’ principle. Salaries asked 
for p.a.’s are somewhat higher than 
sought by their defunct association 
(New York Theatrical Press Agents) 
and the same goes for other mini- 
mums. 

Explained, however, that TMAT 
will present ‘bargaining terms’ and 
the expectation is that at least some 
concessions will be allowed. One of 
the points that the union will fight 
for, however, is that when an agent, 
manager of treasurer starts working, 
Pay begins on that date, not ‘the 
opening performance. Old custom of 
the front of the house working some- 
times for weeks prior to a premiere 
is regarded as unfair and will prob- 
ably be eliminated. 

Every legit theatre is to have a 
house manager and each production 
a company manager, as in former 
times. 
building and operating strings of 
houses that they started droppii g 
theatre and company managers and 
in recent seasons one man has been 
assigned to count up two and three 


theatres, with the shows being 
handled ‘by the office.” It is con- 


ceded that the cost of operation will 
be increased under TMAT regula- 
tions, but the union declares the pro- 
ducers and owners will obtain better 
representation all around. 


$100-125 Minimum 
Understood that TMAT is asking 


$100 per weck minimum for house 
and $125 for company in 
New York. On the scale 


managers 
road the 








WITH EQUITY, OR ELSE 


Hollywood, March 8. 

Until the Pasadena Community 
Playhouse signs an Equity contract 
no members of the Screen Actors 
Guild, Equity or the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists are permit- 
ted to appear in plays there. 

Pasadenans failed to ink pact after 
recent confab between Guild and 
Victor Jory, representing Playhouse. 
Equity is demanding $40 for senior | 
Equity players and $15 minimum for | 
juniors, 


COFFEE-PEPPER 
HEARINGS END, 


Washington, March 8. | 

Senate consideration of the Coffee- | 
Pepper fine arts bill wound up last 
week after mounting opposition to | 
creation of a Government bureau 











| which would dole out cash benefits 
|and moral encouragement to actors, 
| painters, musicians, sculptors, and as- 


It was when showmen started | 


Will be $150 weekly for the latter. | 


Press agents are to ret $150 in New 
York and $175 out of town—advance 
men were paid higher 
aries than company managers. There 


always 


are qualifying conditions for agents 
in New York, noweve! because of 
p.a.’s handling more than one pres- 


entation, a practice that devel yped in 
recent seas Treasurers are to 
receive $75 wecok!y, with assistants 
Betting $50. Such salaries in all three 
froups have been in force a 


aac 


yryc 


among 


(Continued on page 62) 


sale | 


sorted craft. 

Final barrage of objections was 
along the line that the pending legis- | 
lation would pauperize talent. Beef- | 
ers said the legislation, now before 
the Senate Education and _ Labor | 
Committee, resembles relief more 
than government backing for cul- 
tural projects. 

This tack was taken by Gutzon | 
Borglum, the mountain carver, and 
Walter Damrosch, podium veteran 
Sculptor said the time has arrived 
for the Government to lend official 
support to all classes of artists, but 
insisted on having a full-fledged de- 
partment instead of a minor bureau 
handle the matter. There now no 
Government agency which does such 
job in ‘an orderly manner,’ he opined 
Damrosch warned against ‘mistaken 
idea’ about the place of art, particu- | 


<< 


1S 


larly fearing that half-baked Gov- 
ernment aid would result in en- 
couraging mediocrity by giving jobs 


to persons Federal 


sponsorship. 


not warranting 


Similar view was voiced in a tele- 
gram from Lawrence Tibbett, while 
Mary Pickford endorsed the bill by 
wire. N. Henry Josevhs, taking the 
stand as counsel for ‘National Com 
mittee for the Protection of the Arts 
warned about Federal ‘regimenta- 


tion.’ 


|above the boxofiice price.’ 


PASADENA MUST SIGN — 





—_____... 


BALANCE oP 
ALL DIREC 


Gov’t’s Immediate Tax Rap 
and Subsequent Nicks— 
Theatres, B. O. Men, Au- 
thors Share—Loss of Coin 
TMAT Argument for 
Wage Boost 


OTHER COMPLICATIONS 





Major of ticket 


gratuities, referred to in the trade as 


share agency 


‘ice,” is now going to the Govern- 


ment, it is indicated. Records of the 


weekly business of current shows 


is said to bear out that report. 
Fact that the boxoffices have not 


been participating in such coin fur- 


! 

nished one of the arguments of the 
Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers union in_= securing a 


higher minimum wage for b.o. em- 
ployees. 

When extra money from. the 
brokers is divided the net amounts 
are so inconsiderable that the reason 


| why managements care to participate 


is hardly clear. Such payments are 
entered on the statements as ‘addi- 
tional receipts on tickets over and 


the admissions tax regulations, 50% 
is payable to the Government. 

Way the money is accounted for, 
assuming an arbitrary sum of $400: 
that amount is placed on the state- 
ment, accounted for as stated above. 
Government's half is deducted, leav- 
ing a balance of $200. From that 10% 
($20) is deducted as a sop to the 


boxoffice, leaving a net balance of | 


$180, which is added to the receipts. 

That money is shared between the 
show and the theatre, the former get- 
ting from 60° to 70%, according to 
the gross. It also becomes part of 


|} the sum upon which royalties are 


paid authors, a claim they have made 
since the Government made its shar- 
ing assessment. 

However, if the law is carried out, 
the Government end is getting most 
of the money divided up, in addition 
to its 50°. According to a strict in- 
terpretation, half what the manager 
gets should go to the Government, 
same going for the show’s share and 
even the tithe going to the boxoffice. 

Author would also be called on to 
kick in a similar percentage becuuse 
it is money collected over the estab- 
lished price of tickets. 
agents go into that phase of the in- 
volved ticket situation, it is figured 
that only a mathematician could find 
out how much of the royalty is col- 
lectable. 


But it is said that few boxoffices 
are getting any money from the 
agencies since the Government 


started prying into the ticket situa- 
tion last season. Federal claims to 
the share sought have never been 
tested in the courts but if substan- 
tiated, ‘ice’ is not worthwhile. 





Mercury Extras’ ‘Caesar’ 


Is the 4th ATC Audition 


American Theatre Council's com- 
mitiee on the apprentice theaire held 
its fourth audition at t! Mercury 
Theatre, N. Y., last Monday (7). Ex- 
tras from the Mercury, under tre 
supervision of William Herz, pre- 
sented ‘Julius Caesar.’ Walter Ash 
directed. 

Cast 
Ty ' ’ 
VJ 4 
Bi 
: j : 
' gl, siege. 


iin ce 


TN 


Under | 


If Federal | 


VARIETY 
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Hallie’s Hideout 


Hallie Flanagan, national] di- 
of the Federal Theatre 
Project, does not headquarter at 
the local office of the FTP on 
West 23d St. when visiting New 
York. Instead, she centers at 
the National Service Bureau 
in the Manhattan theatre build- 
ing on upper Broadway. 

Pointed out that while in 
New York she is technically un- 
der the jurisdiction of local ad- 
ministrator Paul Edwards w! 
iS in supreme command in 
area. So she avoids direct con- 
tact or conflict and embarass- 
ment with her _ subordinate, 
nationally speaking, 


rector 


his 











IDEA GROWS 
IN EQUITY 


Sentiment in Actors Equity Assn 
favoring a non-salaried 

| president appears to 
| added support during the week, fol- 
‘lowing the sudden appearance of a 
group described as ‘opposition to 
ithe opposition. Movement, if it 





honorary 


have gained 


|proves to be such, is frankly op- | 
Saic 


iposed to the younger group nom- 
inally headed by Burgess Meredith, 
l'acting prez of Equity since Frank 
|Gillmore stepped aside. 


It was understood that the several 


conservatives who aired their views 
| had planned secrecy, but it was ap- 
parent that two of the New York 
| dailies had been promptly contacted 
| after the powwow. Move is _ in- 
iterpreted as one to further the as- 
|pirations of a president to function, 
|provided salary is’ forthcoming. 
|There are claimed to be three such 
| possible candidates, 


That the group’s activities should 
| have become known was regarded 
as untimely. That is explained by 
| the evident calm in the Equity setup 
at this time. Since Meredith stepped 
in the so-called radicals have been 
quiet so far as new issues are con- 
cerned. 

Meredith has kept a flock of com- 
mittees so busy on already pending 
matters that there has been little 
time or additional proposals. It 


is 


also known that those _ identified | 
with the younger group have ex- 
pressed themselves as being de- 


sirous of surcease from criticism. 
New opposish therefore is an at- 

tempt to steam up the Meredith con- 

tingent. Acting prez has not had 


NON-PAY PREZ’ 


+ 





No Equity Action on WPA Branch, 


Verdi Dismissed; Fight Transfers 


Actors Equity Assn. failed last 


week to act on a proposal to create 


a WPA branch within the associa- 
tion. Special meeting held Fri- 
day (4) at the Astor hotel, N. Y.. te 
consider the idea, but it was never 


put to a motior. uai.d nothing definite 
was decided. 


Some interesting assertions were 
made, however, and Burgess Mere- 


dith, acting Equity prez, was given a 
tryout as chairman of a ses 
which there was heckling from the 


ion l 


floor. Such headaches are part of 
presiding at Equity meetings, but 
the WAP-er was less explosive than 
jhad been expecied. 

Incomplete report by Francis 
| Verdi, Eauity contact to the Federal 
Theatre Project, set forth the alle- 
gation that there still are plenty of 
amateurs on the reef theatre pay 
roll in New York. List submitted 


contained 100 names anc Verdi, who 
1as been conducting the survey, 
promised a supplementary list of 150 
additional non-pros. Other reporis 


| expressed gratitude that ‘Equity has 





lof 


| tion of making such remarks, 
| the t 
Liles 


sone to bat for us’ (Equityites in 
WPA) and called the list ‘Mrs. Flan- 
agan’s own pet group, the amateurs.” 

Meredith in his opening remarks 
said of the suggested WPA branch 
that he is not <t all sure that it 
bad idea. He added that it has never 
been discussed by council. Also 
stated there was 20 urgency for ac- 
tion on the matter. 

Chairman explained that there has 
been pressure put on WPA in Wash- 
ington inimical to the theatre proj- 

on the claim that it was riddled 
undesirables. When Meredith 
he didn’t believe there were 
any, a voice from the floor suggested 


a 


ont 
Ct 


W if h 


; he ‘get on the project and find out.” 


His comment was modified to mean 
the Equity contingent. 
Insufficient Experience 

Verdi’s list was made of those 
whom he does not think ‘have suffi- 
cient experience to be classed as 
professionals,’ based on his observa- 
tions of the relief stow performe 
ances. He insisted that those mene 
tioned are ‘purely amateurs.’ Mere- 
dith stated that the council had re- 
solved that Verdi is not renresenin- 


| tive of the true Eauitv sentiment. It 


vas then announced that Verdi was 
reniaced as liaison officer in the 
VPA office. 

Dismissal seemed to surprise Ver- 
di, and he asked on what grounds 
the council acted. It appears that 
Verdi had told George Kondolf, head 
the production department of 
WPA, that Meredith was "subversive 
to Equity. alo; ¢ Communistie line 
Verdi replied he had no recollec- 
addin? 


a temnecramen‘al 
he 


‘Meredith is 
voung man, so am J,’ then 
vould urge Meredith to run for the 


enid 


| R-uity presidency at the next elec- 


tion. 

Desnite his dismissal. he asked 19 
he allowed to continue his survev of 
the wroject, ard said it would tee 


another two or three wecls. He 
1dced that the ‘community drama’ 
funit would unfole a nest of emn- 
teurs. Verdi al‘o said he un‘erstood 


things his own way since talking 
over and is credited with consider- 
ing arguments by both sides. He 
has urged those who are against 
the proposals under consideration | 
to come in and talk things over. | 
That is part of his program to ob- 


tain amity within Equity. 


Conservatives named in the move- 


ment are Edward Fielding, who 
drew one less vote than lMieredith 
when council named the | Jatte 
icting president; E. J. Bilunka!) 
Walter N. Greaza and J, Malcolm 
Dunn. Blunkall ran as an inde 
pendent candidate for presidency at 
the later election. 
Equity council yesterday «Tuesday) 
ed three members to the 1 - 
ting committee. They will late 
i augmented by I ( 
t) enera! ( Yr ( 
cint It x ect 
of the « ‘ 
e in elec eerir be f 
d March 18, en € f 
( ] be ‘ 
cil mbe if ed € 
( ttee re Walter Gre: ef 
‘Reade and Richard ( { 


(Continued on page 58) 


‘WHITEOAKS’ SET FOR 
TOUR NEXT SEASON 


Alé4 1 eter ta iw-® the 4 4 
PL Sn  Whiteoan nas mot yet 
opened on Broadway, its next s¢ 
lar are already set S . a 
een pl rout of town, with Ethel 
B e in the lead. Idea f r t 
to cend the drama on en 
e tou f Ca 9 ‘ f- 
ke 40 weel rf i 3 
t 
¢ 4 / } ) 
‘ ¢ , 
eal { J ‘ et 
$14.0 : 
f e 3 
i B A i 
acro tne € 1 
{nt 
be proi abdie, 
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Plays on Broadway 








1 AM MY YOUTH 


Diama in three acts, by Ernest Pascal | 
and Kiwin Blum Presented by Alfred de | 


Liagre, Jr Staged by same. Features | 
Charles Waldron, tinda Watkins, frank | 
Lawton At the Playhouse, N. Y., March } 
7, ’38; $3.30 top. | 


. Richards 
rrery Charles Waldron 
Vv Roache 


Bonjamin Place.. 
William Godwin 


Mary Jane Godwin.... 





Mary craft Godwin,...Sylvia Weld 
4 laire ; Jean Bellows 
Banny ra Godwin 
Linda Watkins 
P y ysshe Shelley.... Frank Lawton 
Ha .Arden Young 
I Ko t \ in 
The season has had a liberal con- 
signment of intellectual dramas. 
Here is another but not possessed of 
the attributes that have made some 
others appeal ‘I Am My Youth 


seems aimed more for a segment of 
the literati and therefore its chances 
are more restricted. 

Authors deal with early 19th cen- 
tury men of letters, at the time when 
Percy Shelley had just reached his 
majority; yet, in the throes of a 
second romance—the affair with 
Mary Godwin. Play is biographical 
and principally concerns her father, 
William Godwin, later recognized as 
the greatest economist of his time. 

Godwin’s ‘Political Justice’ had 
fired the imagination of Shelley and 
he beseeches the now middle-aged 
author to again lend his brain to 
right the grievous wrongs cf the in- 
justrial world. The poet had been 
to Wales and witnessed misery | 
among the miners, particularly their 
children, Shelley succeeds in that 
mission, but somehow the story does 
mot seem to fit within the living 
room of Godwin, who is less known 
than England’s literary greats. 

It is Fanny Woilstonecraft Godwin, | 


i 


one of his three daughters, who | 
realizes that things are going to 


smash in the Godwin home. The man | 
is loaded down with debt but has | 
new ambition. He condones Mary’s 
adulterous love. His wife leaves 
temporarily in a fit of jealousy, she 
knowing that Fanny is the illegiti- 
mate daughter of Godwin’s first 
wife. This does not seem enough 
cause for Fanny to suicide. 

In the end, Godwin 
man, doubtful that he can finish the 
work which Shelley believed would | 
right the world. That he should be | 
beset with doubt and torture after 
realizing his family has come to loose 
ends is perhaps a logical conclusion 
but it is not necessarily good theatre. 

It is Charles Waldron’s play, his | 
Godwin dominating, except at times | 
when Frank Lawton’s Shelley is in} 
the mood for reform rather than ro- 
mance. They are featured with Linda | 
Watkins, the tragic Fanny. Support- | 
ing cast is also good, particularly | 
Viola Roache, Sylvia Weld, Robert | 
Vivian, Jean Bellows and Gordon | 
Richards. If the play lands it will | 
be because of the cast and the stag- | 
ing by Alfred de Liagre, Jr., rather | 
than the story. lbee. | 

eel | 


is a broken | 


| 
| 


There’s Always a Breeze 
Ea- | 


Comedy in three acts, one set, by 





ward Caulfield Presented by Joseph M. | 
Hyiman and Irving Cooper. Stegred by | 
Harry Wagstaff Gribble; set designed by | 
Frederick B. Fox; at Windsor theatre, | 
N. Y., March 2%, '38; $3.30 top. } 
Tommy Hammond........... Leslie Barrett 
a eer ... Anne Baxte: 
Mrs. Wentherby......0. eoee Cecilia Loftus | 
Carria Hammond...... eceese}lanche Sweet | 
Julia Weatherby..... weceee- Leona Powers | 
Oscar Jarvis.... ...Curtis Cooksey | 
FBFroaest Hammond eee William Lynn | 
CO. Bo Se errr Sara Flovd 
BPR WHLECUVE. .ccsseessviadas George Volk 
Beocond Detective........Boris de Vadetzky 
seared OF Brie. ii. ccsc. Otto Thulett 
Alva Sherman rer rere Hume Cronyo 
Inspector Martin ...-Herbert Duffy 
Asst. Dist At Roberts »Gordon Nelson 
Y.illy Jerome cwOesceves + sere Gar 
Mr. Buckman ..e.- Alexander Campbell 
BP sé veh ce tccaqins tacts Rena Mitchell 
Meek entry into the Broadway 


lists, with scantest sort of chance for 
any success. Comedy has possibili- 
ties for work-over into a program 
ee Perhaps that factor largely 
nstigated production. 

Yarn has to do with man with 
publicity phobia. He (William Lynn) 
is a life-time bank teller, who wears 
his rubbers and totes an umbrel!a 
because ‘you never can tell when it'll 
rain.” His wife takes him for grant- 
ed, his mother-in-law berates him and 
tries to get her daughter to leave 
him for a richer rival. 

Lowly worm’s two adolescent kids 
feel sorry for him; his sister-in-law 
chiefly ignores him. 

He confesses to a murder of sen- 
sational proporiicns. Not even the 
police take it seriously, until it comes 
out he was at least present at the 
killing. Pleased as.«Punch with the 


wave of morbid public attention, the | 


man’s.inferiority complex rolls off 


|‘Who's Who’ is evident, but this is | people behind and in front of the 


There are frequent, too, Fanchon & | a series with which Sillman has been 
| Marco manifestations; others, where | 
} it’s merely bright El Morocco chit- 
;chat transplanted to the rostrum. 











| 
Shows in Rehearsal 
: ‘I Married an Angel’—Dwight 
i y 
; , D. Wiman. 
And the procedure of the plot was | | ; es 
" j F Malti’'— 
| much too apparent in advance. it The Dutchess of Ma 
Lynn is excellent in the lead, do- |! Mercury. 
ing the same mousey sort of char- ‘Schoolhouse on the Lot’— 
acter which brought him to atten- | Philip Dunning. 

i ‘Three M Ss a se i 
Sia Pandey Pres - . Pagers? ‘The Sea Gull’—Theatre Guild. 
inche Sweet, former star in silent | b Sige pide eel re ee tpt 

: : 2 —Cheryl 
pictures, strives nretty hard in the | : Al the Living ; C vi 
role of his wife, but her character || Crawford and John Stillman, 
isn’t clearly defined. Good is Ce- Jr. 
cilia Loftus as mother-in-law, and | ‘Simply Henry Hogg’—The- 
r a a. os ihe ar pea he atre Guild and Actors Rep. 
scOnAa IwWers ney ao Join 
drunk scene which is the plays 
highlight a d 
Dna tice f the cast at least | yesteryear man-and-woman comedy 
| actmiguesans de all os age a +} e act. One of the best things in the 
Keeps pre y we apace W iic Liic 
. ; : ‘ |} revue. 
script offers them Hume Cronyn, ptt me 
= a ' a Bi ee a bit stand Snow White and Burgess Mere- 
SCaATCE I ( € I rs Wil, Sl« > 


dith’ is a deft topical skit between 
June and Jack Blair, he personating 
the Equity prez, and she stating that 
since Walt Disney has made actors 
avhe 
come out of ink bottles, maybe 
gerous rection keeps the play- , a eee 
—— Ra ) wh = pa ger 4 there’ll be no need henceforth for an 
peak speed, and th: ‘ § ae is : 
sae . Actors Equity Assn. 
some of the play’s defects. | Act ee eo . > off th 
| Ragland and Miss Coca top off the 


out in the part ol shyster lawyer. 
Harry Wagstaff Gribble’s good 

sense iedy staging helps more 

than once when the script sags dan- 


xf co 


ers al 


~inole ~¢ nf : . "be iving ! 2. : 
=a se 8 a be |burlesk hokum with ‘Zwei Herzen 
room by Frederick B. Fox is al- | in 6% Time” he as the lecherous 
tractive. . . : Ry: ,» | producer and she as the shy ingenue. 
(Closed Saturday (5) night “ee Luther B. Davis, Leonard Sillman 
pee gallina pee. ae oe and Ragland are a triple-threat au- 
iets _ thorship team, but the act is chiefly | 
| Miss Coca and himself. ‘Let Your 
’ | Hair Down’ is the finale. 
WHO’S WHO | ae Bows Se — 
| Cast credits are multiple, some 
Klsa Maxwell presents Leonard Sillman’s | skits having two to four names 
ue in two sacle EAC oe bg ogg Ot |credited, but somehow the cooks 
STEN ene “Sinvedes: esstemes, | GiGn't stew up a spicy enough broth. 
sacs : ye . . ’ . | > 
ftillie J.ivingston; book mostly by Everett | The sum total is rather loose and dis- 
Marcy and Sillman; music mostly by Bald- | jointed. A shrewd editing job may 
win Bergersen, James Shelton, Irvin Grae | } 


ham and Paul McGrane; lyrics mostly by | have some good effect, but it doesn’t 


June Silliman, Graham and Shelton; orches- | Quite make the grade. [Some cut- 
ira, jtari Busby. Opened at Hudson, N. ¥., | ting since the preem Revue opened 
mares 5, Frag os edly |cold. Stated that Elsa Maxwell in- 
otie Caslar, Michael Lorine June sill. | sisted on the scheduled Tuesday | 
limin, James Stelton, Joseph Beale, Mara | premiere, despite show being not| 


Alexandes Mildrea 
Jack and June BI 
Russell elizabeth 
O'Brien 


7 rd, picone Souse, | quite ready, due to the fact some of 
‘ir, Peter Renwick, Edna | e othe Sie ia i : 
Wilde, Chet and Mort | her fashionable east side patrons 
| were to sail on the morrow fol 

| Europe.] 
There are bright and eager young | 


The ‘Pins and Needles’ influence in 





no garment workers’ cast, production | scenes, but it’s all rather hodge- 
or box-office. It has its bright mo- | podge. The show production is domi- 
ments, but they’re spotty, and it’s a |} nantly Leonard Sillman, of course. 
somewhat drawn out affair in toto. | In effect, it’s the No. 3 ‘New Faces, 
identified. Elsa Maxwell, as the ‘pre- 
‘a | trepreneurship to fashionable east 

The personalities work hard and | side shindigs and a spell at Billy 
not without effect, in certain high- | Rose’s Casino de Paree some years 
lights, but in the main the skits are | ago. This being a no couvert charge 


against them. The tunes likewise | entertainment, the soberer perspec- 

|} have their moments. | tive doesn’t shape up as brightly 
Rags Ragland, alumnus of Irving | perhaps. Abel. 

Place burlesk, is the most effective 

with his broad clowning, and Imo- 

| gene Coca, long a stand-out with WPA Pl 

| Leonard Sillman’s two previous ay 

‘New Faces’ editions, again scintil- 

lates with her piquant personality ae 

and intensive efforts at funstering. HAITI 

June Sillman, who did many of the 


lyrics, is another outstander along Drama in three acts by William Du Bols, 


with James Shelton, Leone Sousa | Presented by the Federal Theatre Project. 
: I . Produced by James KR. Ullman. Siaged by 
and Mild: ed Todd. — ae Maurice Clark, Setting. Perry Watkins; 
Miss Coca’s ‘Skiing at Saks dis- | music, Leonard de Paur; costumes, James 
closes a bright lyric about a dept. | Cochrane. At the Lafayette, N. Y¥., Mareh 
store outdoors girl: she shoots deer | =; (85: 5c. top. bor 
F . : e Toussai Ouverture... cscosec T.oniz Shar 
in the balcony of the Strand, has a te meen adnan nda eal Rex nei a 
loge (lodge) at the Roxy, and loves JACQUES .ccccccccccccccceesi Alvin Childress 
to go wading in the Grand Central | Bertram ........... re en : Canada — 
Ia lane Mintle ¢« . a AMAGTEC ccccccccesscccsecesseses zuis Smith 
Palace. That's a general sample of Ber ES re gag ete 


the wordage—bright, local stuff, | jocor *. chard MeCracken 
more for the New Yorker than the 








Boule .. ..+-Mmile Hirsch 

podium, OVER 650500855 seceéudnaienes David Knton 
Peter Renwick and Mildred Todd’s | Philline ...--.-+-- pista pelea ani gg si 

| satire on the Roosevelts is n.s.g. Imo- | jeucher LIE wittiain Sharon 
gene Coca again registers with a@ | Armand -..........sceee0+-William Groene 
satire on the Frank Craven teche | Jean ........5..sseeeeeeeee ss). Byron Lane 
nique in ‘Our Town. ‘Croupier’ is | heClere «--+.++-++- ceiuatiandaak 1 eden Ac 
one of the production flashes, giving | oot | +l aa cetalaipteaalst i Sr? ee sa tcebeeann 


the terpers an opportunity. | 

‘Rinka Tinka Man’ is the first hot | 
rhythm tune (Lew Kesler-June Sill- | 
|man, staged by Kesler), Lotte Gos- | th 
| lar, refugee German interpretive | most since presentations, probably 
danseuse, who came to attention at |the best since its ‘Macbeth’ of a 
the Rainbow Room, reprises two of | counle of vears ago 

her snecialties ere . > , | . oe as 

inate a . : Somaya + ig te | The author has dipped 

pons obby Johnson and Jimmy | history of the little Caribbean island 
Benner are a pair of colored step- 
pers. Renwick, Miss Todd and Shel- 
ton register with ‘We - ise | 

a mtr Bat ig Po, =. bt | free himself from the shackles of 
sin’ (everett Marcy-Leonard Sill- | Napoleon at the turn of the 18th 


“ ) attics tanta Rapes ise | ; 
in), rather bright travesty on the | Century. Through it all are the 


PACS) ccc ccssvsoccs 


Lena Halsey 


From the pen of William Du Bois, 


| Theatre Guild couple. “I Dance | intrigues of romance, espionage. 
Alone.” sung by June Sillman, au- | ctrife. ‘ 
jthored by James Shelton (Chet |" as Henry Christophe, the ‘Black 


O'Brien 


he bhetter 


tons ie ~ lone ’ 
PIN), iS among | Napoleon.’ who ultimately leads the 


things, Haiti: : , , 
: $ : . | Haitians to independence, Rex In- 
|, £ Must Waltz’ (music by Baldwin | gram is outstanding with the vigor 


| Bergersen, one of the two pianists at | and gusto of his portrayal. Ingram, 


likewise 


| eos * yactagae the composer, | last seen on Broadway in the Thea- | 
| Haro J. Rome. being the other, !tre Union’s ‘Marching Sone’ early 
; with lyrics by Irvin Graham) af- : 


\ r | last year, undoubtedly lifts the play 
fords the peripatetic Miss Coca aj} to the heig ; 


) broad comedy opportunity. Lew} it would languish. 
| Kesler and Morgan Lewis staged.| Cast is large, with here and there 
Idea contrasts her predilection for | creditable characterization 


Johann Strauss as against the shag- 
dancers. 
tags Ragland gets his 


supporting cast, Alvin Childress, as 
the aged Negro butler, is best, with 
first socko | Louis Sharp, David Enton and Ber- 
Opportunity as the Romeo working | nard Pate also lending fine perform- 
on the pylon stage of the Jonesj ances. Elena Karam’s consistently 


| will 
|conventionality and finally dies. The 


senter,’ has been limited in her en- | 


is is one of the Federal Theatre's | 


into the | 


and comes up with a gripping drama | 
| of the Haiti Negro in his struggle to | 


ghts it enjoys; without him, 


Of the | 


him and he exvands, boasts. grins | effect on Romeo, 
with glee and pastes the stories of | Leone Sousa, f 


| Beach floating rostrum. The seasick | good playing, which lends romance 
opposite the stately | to the script, is marred by a weak 
rmerly in Winter | voice. 


himself in a scrapbook. Garden shows, is very funny. Mort! Du Bois has stuck to history fairly 
His day in the sun abruptly ends | Lewis wrote it, and it’s one of the | closely and has properly created his 
when the real murderer is caught. | better things. ‘Dusky Debutante’ |two major situations not to appear 


Everybody in his family is crest- | finales—a better 
fallen; they, too, beamed in the | Swank Harlem i 
bright glare of the publicity. But the | Waters, Josy Ba 


man himself is the most depressed; | Louis Armstrong, 


he boldly challenges the police con- | 


Ragland, again, with Leone Sousa, 


idea than executed. | incidental to each other. It is blood 
n motif, with Ethel | and thunder 9 drama throushout. 
ker, Cab Calloway, Here is one play where an infused 
et al., turning out.| comedy touch might have been 


disastrous. 


clusions. 

Most of the possibilities inherent 
in the theme went unrealized. Char- 
acter of the man and his mental psy- 
chosis is never fully made clear to 


the audience: he and his actions are | 


too unreal. Some fertile founts of 
humoc were never mined, either. 


|as an oldtime song and dance team, Play’s letdown occurs at the final 
lin ‘Why Vaudeville Didn’t Come; act curtain, after building up to a 
| Back,’ authored by Ragland (and | deafening crescendo. However. it’s 


‘edited by Everett Marcy and Leon- | nothing that a little direction and 
jard Sillman’) well explains—and too experience can’t erase. Otherwise 


vividly—that maybe that’s what was | staging by Maurice Clark, setting by 
the matter with vaudeville. Ragland | Leonard de Paur and production by 


‘does a tiptop satire on the corney ! James R. Ullman are adequate. 


Plays Out of Town 





Undiscovered Country 


Princeton, March 3. 
Prama in two acts by William W, Robine 


son "0. Produced and staged by the 
‘rinceton University Theatre Intime at 
Murray Theatre Princeton, March 1-4. 


Leadinog role, direction and novel stage- 
raft in charge of Gordon Merrick, ‘39, of 
Villanova, Pa. 


Long before Broadway ‘discovered’ | 


the practicability and effectiveness 
of sceneryless theatre, the Princeton 
Theatre Intime, university experi- 


mental group, was putting it to good | 


Years ago, as a student at the 
Princeton Graduate School and later 
is a teacher at nearby Lawrenceville 
School for Boys, Thornton Wilder 
was one of the guiding lights of the 
ambitious and revolutionary Intime, 
which is a recognized extra-curricu- 
lar activity on the campus. 
when Wilder returned to the scene 


use. 


!act and a half for the torcher. 


Thus, | 
| tempt 


of his first theatre laboratory to give | nt : acK 
| between Clifton Webb’s singing and 


‘Our Town’ its 
formance before 


initial tryout 
a Princeton 


per- 
audi- 


'ence, the current Broadway success | 


|loomed to students and 
his town more as a revival. To them 
it was old stuff. The Theatre Intime 
| had emerged as big time. 

Now in its 17th session, it re- 
mained for the Intime to bring forth 
what is probably its most ambitious 
venture into the realm of experi- 
;mentation. ‘The Undiscovered Coun- 
try,” 
| Elizabeth, N. J., is perhaps the best 
Robert Nail’s ‘Time of Their Lives’ 
was staged back in 1933. But more 
than that, the campus dramatie so- 
ciety has attained a new high in bril- 
liant and novel staging. 

Robinson's play, winner of the In- 
time’s annual playwrighting contest 
for which five entries were submit- 
ted, deals with a disillusioned young 
college graduate, who, through a de- 
lirium, sees that in the future he 
always be bound by a hated 


setting for the ‘delirium’ plot lent 
itself to a variety of unusual scenes. 

A platform stage extending into 
the audience in Elizabethan fashion 
is used for the production and in ad- 
dition there is a smaller, built-up 
stage in the background. This latter 
| platform shows the play’s protago- 
|nist, attended by doctors, on a bed in 
|delirium, the reality part of the play. 
}On the main stage, cut off from the 
| back one by thin gauze curtains, the 
|non-reality of his delusions 
place, which are the main body of 
the play. Cubistic furniture and 
| functional lighting, featuring beams, 
| shafts and pools of light, are also 
| used to create effects. 

Chief credit for the artistry and 
| Originality in the presentation of 
| the play goes to Gordon Merrick, °39, 
| who in addition to portraying the 
| leading role was responsible for the 
direction and much of the novel 
stagecraft. As for the play itself, it 
| possesses moments of haunting beau- 
|ty, despite its natural shortcomings 
as a student’s effort. 

Supporting Merrick in the cast 
are Mrs. Richard M. Field, of 
Princeton, long active in the com- 
munity theatre here; Miss Nancy 
Kimberly, of New York, known in 
New England summer theatre cir- 
; cles, and John G. Anderson, ’38. Ten 
| freshmen have minor roles. Rosen, 


YOU NEVER KNOW 


New Haven, March 3. 


Musi omedy | ro 3 ; 
usical comedy in two acts, eight scenes, 








adapted by HRowland Leigh Music, Cole 
} orter and Robert Katscher; settings, Al- 
bert Johnson: d inces, Rtobert Alton: hook 


directed by Rowland Leigh 
ton Webb, Lupe Velez, Libby 
j featuring Toby Wing and Rex O'M illey, 
Presented by John Shubert at Shubert, 
New Haven, March 8, °3 » $8.80 top, 
ea REE Ee ee Clifton 
Baron Ferdinand de Romer, 
Freddie Hobart. 


Starring Clif- 
Holman and 





Webb 
Rex O' Malley 
.Roger Stearns 





| Jane cena th cies, EEE Pee are hay Duncan 
Roderigo Romero. ....ececese Wesley Bender 
etlana Nevikoff.......... Helena Glenn 
RFOUTErCY Carioth, oiscscsscécisc Peter Garey 
ECM CATE 5s i ses0senes Delma Ryron 
| Marcel Montal........... ...Lloyd Staples 
| Giracie J IYNE. . eco e+» Cynthia Cavanaugh 
CUUCK RGWORs cscccdeecciiacca Ray Dennis 
7 vy ( lark: cicaxes -Robert Smith 

: rm “ j z « ee. George Herndon 
Shea CHOMECZ. .eeoeeee- Kathryn Crawford 

Pt a i See eee > queline Dahlia 
Avril .... Stitt iy TT Tee rer rer - April 
hgiecifie be ate PRR ee roby Wing 
(icorge, the chauffeur Cleorge 
Sa tausae ree Dolhs 


Savitabe . tte . Lupe Velez 
aulet e®, the cloakroom girl.Sunnv Simpson 


eirinan., 


by William W. Robinson, '39, of | 


student-written piece seen here since | 


natives of | 


age to replace long-winded dull pas- 


| sages of book with livelier stretches 


of song and dance, they'll have some- 
thing. Outstanding faults at present 


| are lack of a singing voice and pauc- 


ity of laugh lines, especially in open- 
ing act. 
Glaring 


errors in showmanship 


| crop up uncontinually, such as spet- 


ting of Libby Holman’s number in act 
two. Singer comes late in show, wan- 
ders aimlessly on stage and sings an 
irrelevant ditty tagged ‘I'm Yours.’ 
Has no connection with what’s going 
on and is not particularly suited te 
her voice. It proved a letdown to 
audience, which had been waiting an 


Miss 


Holman looked striking in a white 
gown, Other productional slips in- 


clude the miuscasting of Charles 
Kemper, French husband of Miss 
Holman; having Rex O'Malley at- 
vocalizing instead of sticking 
to a straight role; the lack of balance 


(Continued on page 58) 


HELEN HAYES $25,000 
PANICS MILWAUKEE 


Milwaukee, March 8 
Helen Hayes swept through town 
like a cyclone last week, swirling 


the biggest crowds in years into the 
Davidson to see her age 60 years in 
three acts as the queen in ‘Victoria 
Regina.’ 

House was mobbed for every per- 
formance and the final count regis- 
tered over $25,000. 


‘Babes’ Mere 3G, B’klyn 


Brooklyn, March 8 


Sudden exodus of plays from 
| downtown left only Werba’s Brook- 
lyn last week with ‘Babes in Arms.’ 


take | 


Musical dropped off a bit 
third and final week here. 


during 
Majestic 


went dark after one week of ‘The 
Patsy.’ 

Present week has’ Brattleboro 
Players showing English comedy, 


‘The Black Eye,’ at the St. Felix the- 
atre and return engagement of ‘White 
Cargo’ at Werba’s Brooklyn 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Babes in Arms,’ Werba’s Brooklyn 
(1.500; $1.50). Slightly off; mild 
$3,000. 


London, Ont., Primed 
ae 
For ‘Whiteoaks’ Date 
London, Ont., March 8. 
Capacity houses await the arrival 
of Fthel Barrymore in ‘Whiteoaks’ 
when she and her company arrive at 
the Grand theatre here Friday (11) 
for two evenings and a matinee. 
‘Whiteoaks’ is the season’s first 
legiter to play this city and reser- 
vations have been received from 
practically every town, village and 
city in Western Ontario. 
Show is playing a split week be- 
tween Hamilton, Brantford and 
London. Is the only stager booked 


| here this season. 





‘Rat’ Profitable $8,000 


d : ° ctewaeeweeeic ». Ray Dennis 
| M Henri Baltin -. Charl kemper 
| Ticket hake THACCSEVE DEC OS ...Fred Small 
Maitre A’ Heel baa aes S (Jearge Dobbs 
Madam Baltin ; P ‘ Libby Holman 
As an outstanding event of the 
local season, the premiere of Cole 


Porter's new musical was a distinct 
disappointment; as a Broadway pos- 
sibility, that’s another story. With 
the feast of talent connected with 
the production, including 
acting and dancing 


names, it Was 


expected the musical would shape up | 


into something of sock proportions, 
but the punch failed to materialize. 
First-night comment was divided. but 
largely on the negative side. Pro- 
ceedings just didn’t jell. 

A similar situation cropped up here 
earlier in the season with the open- 
ing of ‘Belween the Devil.’ 
draw a thumbs-down at tryout, but 
was subsequently revised into fair 
fodder. Same predicament face pro- 

' ducers of this one. If they can man- 


|} here this season. 


writing, } 


Play | 


i 


For Third Balto Date 


Baltimore, March 8. 

Current week is dark. Only book- 
ing slated is the preem of the Thea- 
tre Guild’s ‘The Sea Gull’ with Lunt 
and Fontanne due at Ford’s, March 
16. Third visit of ‘Brother Rat’ to 
Ford's last week attracted some biz, 
winding up with profit at $8,000. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Brother Rat,’ Ford’s (1,900; $2.20) 
Third visit here, but good for profit 
at $8,000. 


Omaha Setup for Hayes 


Omaha, March 8. 

House for the evening perform- 
ance of ‘Victoria Regina’ at the Par- 
amount here March 15 has been sold 
out since last Thursday (3). Figured 
at the $3.30 top, the house will gross 
more than $5,000 for the evening 
show and may hit as high as $8,000 
for the one-day, two-performance 
stand. 

William Fields, 
the company, spent a day in town 
last week setting up pins. Helen 
Hayes company is being brought in 
by the Omaha Drama League, and is 
the third road company to appear 
Others have ap- 
peared at Tech High auditortum. 


‘CARGO’ 3G, NEWARK, N. J. 
Newark, N. J., March 8. 

‘White Cargo’ on one of its many 
return engagements locall did not 
fare so well at the Shubert, turning 
in less than $3,000 at the b.o. Crix 
considered it outdated. Current 
offering is ‘Babes in Arms.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘White Cargo,’ Shubert (1,960; 
$1.50). Sex drama of the tropics has 
lost its appeal and the b.o. dropped 
to less than $3,000. 


advance man for 
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Chi Chi Just Coasting; Service And as 1,000 Season Record Tax Deadline, Lent Wallop B'way, 








New Haven, March 8. | 


Richard Each sll 000, Tonight’ 86 yv-"sss: Grosses Average 25 to 30%, Drop: 


‘You Never Know,’ with Clifton 
Webb, Lupe Velez, Libby Holman 


lana Toby Wing. Show drew one ‘Ri h ’ (Off L ‘ ] 
shicag are M avorable review an > pan i 7 { t 29G S 11 
prt go Ryahprte Road Legit Grosses |! tivo'tieii Shee, but the Rouse! wos ig eas , Susan ) 
| 





Lent came and didn’t do the shows sold out in advance, so the shellack- 
much good. One show went out and | ing did no harm to the b.o. + 








Estimated Total Grosses 




















me it. Going out was Local socialite revue, ‘Hits and pe ; ; 
another ca Ae . # Last Week............ $215,100 Misses.’ is in this Friday and S: e ciation with Dr. Ilia Mottyleff; write 
“ sht at 8:30,’ after five excellent | a n this Friday and Satur wa egit rosses ten 1 
Tonig gest : iiss: (Based on 20 Legit Shows) | day (11-12), with ‘Brothers Ashke- y ten by Jessie Lee and Joseph Lee 
weeks here. Came in originally for || otal Grosses Same Week | nazi’ set for March 20. Roland Hayes | Walsh; opens tonight (Wednesday ), 
only a fortnight, but caught on from Last Year............ $208,000 | booked in for March 24 and Cornelia Estimated Total Grosses ‘Golden Boy,’ Belasco (19th week) 
the start and made excellent coin for (Based on 16 Shows) |; Otis Skinner coming along April 1-2 Last Week $300.100 « ton ew). Went off couple of 
ee eres ans , pe thousand, yut till excellent at 
the entire stay. | . Sareate cor an Week em (Based on 26 Shows) $14,000; plans made for engagement 
Coming in yesterday (Monday) y | $3 tty ay oe oi Know, ogg ae Total Gross Same Week exiending into summer. 
as the cut version of ‘Julius Caesar’ | ROAD’ CLICKS $10,000 | $2.20). Aavance was so big the || “Last Year a Ue 
bg homme ox Ge ith view on |house was mailing back checks sev- ‘aaah an 26 Bhduas ‘Hooray for W hat,’ Winter Gaiden 
the American Theatre Society list. ‘eral days before the opening: stand- ; a (15th week) (M-1,671; $4.40). Off 
Makes it two Shakespeare plays in ON ATH SI. L00 STOP ees at all four performances gave | — a Po 7 $2 va er aaa 
. ies “i ‘ viel > : stter P end; ¢ ss under $22 nal 
town, the competition being Maurice the show a boost to better than} Income tax-Lent slump cracked a ee ong ania 
Evans and ‘Richard II.’ Due to slow : | $11, 000 oa hesin series, a whopper. | Broadway last week and a flock ot I’d Rather Be Right, Alvin (19th 
biz on ‘Richard,’ Evans is doing five ; St. rn March 8. ee ee closing notices were promptly post- | ‘ eek) (M-1,355; $4.40). Affected first 


performances of ‘Henry IV.’ | There seems to be no end of busi- | ¢ part of week; still biggest grosser by 


: | ed. Drop in grosses was not greate! 
Also slowing down last week was | ness in this burg for “Tobacco Road.’ | § in comparison with other seasons | wide margin, but under $29,000 tor 
‘Room Service’ in its second week} Making its fourth appearance in | Sattowiog Washington's Birthday, but | @'St me. ; ’ 
here. But this leisurely start has| three years at the American theatre, citi liet Prats ; I Am My Youth,’ Playhouse «Ist 


| the exiting appeared heavier. | | na a ahd 
elways been a mark of these type of | the show reaped a five figure b.o. | That was partly caused by three new | Week) (D-878; $3.30). Presented by 





comedies in Chicago and ‘Service’ take for nine performances last ‘ 3 'shows which flopped out after one —— de Liagre; written by Ernest 
figures to catch on and build. | week, As a consequence of the swell RAT MM) | week more or less. k rte = ae Harvey Blum; 
Estimates for Last Week | biz last week the take on all four | There were a few exceptions. but P monday de. mixed notices. 
—— ess engagements of this show rose to | most of the list slipped from 25 to Journeyman,’ Vanderbilt. Closed 
‘Julius Caesar,’ Erlanger (1st | $70,000. 130% under normal, while the vari- | Savurday (5); five weeks of red, 
week) (LA0s; (32,15), Opened tas House is dark currently, but re- | lance in figures from the holiday ‘Many Mansions,’ 44th Street (20th 
night (Monday ) under auspices of | opens Sunday (13) with Walter | week was naturally larger. Ta | wee k) (D-1.823: $2.20). Last weeke 
Alex Yokel and the ATS; cut ver-| Hampden in ‘Ethan Frome.’ Mail | Rather Be Richt’ was down less| advertised and may drop out any 


sion of Shakespeare may be t00/ order reservations for Helen Hayes, 


; o.5 than 10% and held its leadership by | Saturday; down around $4,500 ust 
tabloidy for Chicago patrons, WhO! pooked in for eight performances 


‘ veek 
a margin wider than ever, but the | WCC. 





wae omy Se ed -— starting March 21, points to capacity other musicals took it on the chin.| ‘Of Mice and Men, Music Pox 

‘Richard HW,’ Grand (3d week)| and probably the best take of the | Philadelphia, March 8. Doubtful if business will show life | (16th week) (D-1,019; $3.30). Slipped 
Ct ~~ ee e. Seoes vee | ‘Brother Rat’ winds up its 11-week | until after the federal tax deadline | to low mark of encagement so far 
‘Henry IV’ performances to help Estimate for Last Week run at the Locust next Saturday | next Tuesday (15). with takings around $8.000- petal set 
build gross; disappointing locally, | : . 


‘Tobacco Road,’ American (1,707;; night (12) Lightly-geared show Last week’s premiere card looked | to last through spring, however. 
$1.68). Maintained winning stride | was figured as potential hit when it| 100% red. Leading disappointment 
of other companies of this play and | bowed in at the Locust at holiday | was ‘Save Me the Waltz.’ called off 


yrobably due to price; around $11,000 
fast week, but a fourth week has 
been added to the schedule. 


‘On Borrowed Time,’ Longacre 
(6th week) (D-1,019; $3.30), Newer 


. Pg : | collected a nice $10,000 for nine per-| time, but nobody expected a run of | after eight performances at the Beck: | secko drama held to form better 
‘Room Service,’ Selwyn (3d week) | tormances. John Barton, the third | this length, six weeks being the av- ‘There’s Always a Breeze’ stopned | than nearly any other presentation; 
(1,000; $2.75). Slipped = somewhat | ¢, play the role of Jeeter here, | erage estimate. Only show in recent} at the Windsor. playing only five | $15,000; ticket sales into June. 
Jast_ week; took $11,000, indicates | Qicked with the crix. |seasons to approach this length of | times; ‘Who’s Who’ opened uncer- | ‘Our Town,’ Morosco (6th week) 
ebility to come back, however, on} | ‘Three 


ee een eas stay was 


; Men on a Horse,’ | tainly at the Hudson and is still on, | (D-961; $3.30). Not so strong in 
word-of-mouth. H : which ran 10 weeks at the old Gar- | but must move, since another show | agencies, but boxoffice sales steady 
irris 


. ie yr watige atlas ‘CAN'T TAKE Ir 20 400, rickya couple of years ago. is slated for the house | and gross very good ‘for drama; 
$2.79). Finished Saturday (5) after | ‘Room Service’ carries on, starting | Closings this week include ‘Be- $12.000. 


five big weeks, taking $8,000 for its 


Se cet Oe ied a Sali pee next Monday (14), but this comedy | tween the Devil,’ which was expected | ‘Once Is Enough,’ Miller (4th 
finale; ‘Father Malachy’s Miracle DETROIT; HOLDS OVER has been here twice before and is | to stick at the Imperial; ‘Amphitryon,’ | week) (C-944; $3.30). One of the 
coming in on March 14. hardly figured to dupe ‘Rat's’ stay. | which was slated to alternate with | list's classiest shows, looks aimed 

WPA — | But the show should get four weeks | ‘The Sea Gull’ at the Shubert: ‘Casey ~—e spring; paced around $12,000, 

T.% } guetie: * Gre: sans Marc , without much trouble. | Jones.’ Fulton. and probably ‘Many oom Service, Cort (43d week) 

Seana eed Faye late “a < ; a Detroit. sanigget al ‘Yes. My Darling’ is staying for a} Mansions.’ 44th Street. Added casu- (C-1,064; $3.30). Went to new low 

p “ "tie pana ol ee ee Yi “4 Gent tein hh with vox’ will third week (starting next Monday) | alties last Saturday were ‘Censored, fast —_ + cakings around $1000; 
ers, = ree ou a é ls ‘orrest. as c > ~~ > : ‘ . an. Van- |}run comedy may 

‘Great Barrington,’ Blackstone. | stick around for three weeks at the at the Forrest, as planned, but ap- | 46th Street, and ‘Journeyman.’ Van- | survive, however, 


hPa apie: “ase : ; 3 and stick into spring period. 
Opened Saturday (5). as . ata he parently won't hold for a fourth. al- | derbilt. he ‘ 
: ipsitneasen. aa neo here, ee ene a 2 'though house has a week open. Fine| No new shows are slated for next | ‘Save Me the Waltz,’ Beck. Taken 
7 Pog o> Mot lon ang indicauions | -eviews, word of mouth and ATS | week except ‘Prologue to Glory. off Saturday (5); got little after 
or 


; diet eg nere ; ' ite tae 1: * ’ a 4 ‘lio tepi id press; one week 
< 9 “es er ae ‘eek | Subscription counted heavily last | which was set back at the Elliott | 7 y . —_ 
b] irs of nine performances, wiltn on its own, may be a different mat- | Estimates for Last Week ith wank) (D-789: $3.30). Solid 


S.R.O.’s_ practically every. night. ter. ia age ” l-out upstairs and lower  fleer 
BUT GETS OK $10, 300 Ray es i local eo ro ee eta | Only booking officially set and ‘All That ane eager ? Pine se se to capacity most performances; 
-~— ae a “ > sy Re thew sor dated is Cole. Porter's ‘You Never | week) mie — , ‘a Ang $5 can: slightly under normal, but fine $12,- 

ij bally doing the trick. emaining | Know.’ coming to the Forrest March getting muc droppec » $s. >| 500 last week. 


r.. 


- Los ‘Ange les. March 8. sessions look as promising as opener. | 99 — Oi perwise there is the Mercury | 28¢0¢y buy ends this week; doubt-|) ‘Susan and Ged,’ Plymouth (23d 

You Can't Take It With You’ con- | “a i ful thereafter. week ) (CD-1,106; $3.30) To 
. es Pere S . Estimate for Last Week Theatre's ‘Julius Caesar’ and a re- ; . j 
tinues to draw substantial trade at | 


ihe Biltmore, where it is now in its| ‘You Can't Take It With You,’ turn of “You Can't Take It With Kecnearr pd ge =, — . Te last week with ney oa —_ oer 
fourth week. with pa more Po re Cass (2d week) (1,900; $2.75). Big | You.’ but without theatres or dates week) (C-1,387; $3.30). Final week; 000: aa Py he pr ae areune wate 
Last week's’ take was tai Pe | $20,400 first stanza; sticks for two , mentioned. | recently paced around $15.000; was 909: about 25% under normal. 


ripe , rT , l slated to alternate with ‘The Sea} ‘The Hill Between,’ Little (ist 

reduced because of numerous can-| More weeks on strength of ducat de- | Estimates for Last Week | atk ast "plane are changed; re-| week) (D-532; $3.30). Presented by 

{ cellations brought about by flood | mand. | ‘Brother Rat,’ Locust (11th week) | vival opens March 28. | Robert Porterfield; written by Lulu 
conditions, but the gross remained | eng are | (1,400; $2.75). Winding up Saturday <‘gachelor Born’ Lyceum (7th)| Vollmer; opens Friday (11). 


profitable. _ (12) after a corking stay; beginning | week) (C-957; $3.30). Moved here 

Estimate for Last Week ‘Caesar’ Nice $12 000; of Lent hurt some last week, with from Playhouse Monday (7): Eng- 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ gross sliding to $8.000; ‘Room Ser- | jish comedy doing moderately, aided 
‘Malachy’ Current, Pitt 


‘The Star Wagon,’ Empire (24th 
week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). No excep- 
tion to the rule last week, when 
gross was lowest of the engagement 
so far; $12,500. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (63d 
week) (C-1,048; $3.30). Slipped in 


Biltmore (4th week) (C-1.656: $2.75). vice’ in Monday (14). : by parties; around $8,000. 

Heavy rains aan banks "suk yen ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ For- ‘Between the Devil,’ Imperia! (12th 
down to $10,300 on the third stanza. irest (2d week) (2,000; $2.75). Fine | week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Final week; 
but trade picked up as the week reviews, word of mouth and ATS | agency buy helped considerably but | 





: . ones scripti iv j , Pi rs: about same proportion as others un- 
advanced and there was a noticeable Pittsbureh, March 8. | subscription helped give this one | Jost away off like the others; $16,000 | ®D0Ut s ( s un 

jump on the advance sale. Lot of excitement here last week | JUSt over $15,000; smacking $2,300 | estimated. | der pace prior to Washington's 
» WPA over the Mercury theatre’s touring | “48 chalked up Saturday night (5)! ‘Brother Rat,’ Ambassador (65th | Birthday; $11,000. 


| alone. week) (C-1,156; $2.20). Dropped to| ‘“There’s Always a Breeze,’ Wind- 
$4,000 last week; no profit at that) SOF. Taken off Saturday (5); poor 
level, but show is away out in front. | Press and no biz; five performances. 

‘Casey Jones,’ Fulton (3d week) ‘Three Waltzes,’ Majestic (11th 
(C-913; $3.30). Final week; theatre | Week) (O-1,753; $3.30). Has been 
parties helped but business not en- | Setting modest business for musicel; 


‘Julius Caesar,’ returning legit to the 
Nixon after a fortnight of ‘In Old vy £7 —_* 
Chicago.’ Take of nearly $12,000 was “‘Whiteoaks’ 15G, Toronto 
the top for Shakespeare this season, : 

bettering both Bankhead’s ‘Antony paneer , _ ,Toronto, March 8. 
and Cleopatra’ and Evans’ ‘Richard Whiteoaks’ rolled up a walloping 


‘Counsellor at Law,’ Mason. George 
Barnes playing the title role, with 
Martina Pawley as the wife and 
& Frances Hall the secretary. 

‘The Great Barrington,’ Hollywood 
Playhouse. Winds up next Sunday 











Y|\ 11’ Show played here under ATS | Sess of between $14,000 and $15,000 | couraging; $6,000; ‘All the Living’ fee? ae rrr — were figured 

set bail | subscription auspices, assuring it bet- | here last week. Town turned out | due in. ' T seated oad,’ oy 
4. Loyalties,’ Mayan. ter than $5,000 before opening for the Ethel Barrymore-starrer at| ‘Censored,’ 46th St. Withdrawn | Tobace o Road,’ Forrest | (222d 
aaa eaeeaieoneoenane Nixon is booked solid now down | the Royal Alexandria theatre. | Saturday (5); played one week and | Week) | (C-1,107; $1.65). Around 


5 . ale . ; 

. 2 3 lags ather After closing here Saturday (5), ! one night. $5,000; takings not being as much off 

‘Porgy’ $14,000 3d W eek, Saalnchy'e’ PB pi ot B.... oe | the show went to Hamilton,andfrom | ‘Empress ef Destiny,’ St. James |  eare . ae oo gee — 
. | | i by a urn engag nt of | there goes to Brandford and London, | (ict week) (D-1.520: $3.30), Present- ou van't _ . .. —_ wee, 

Frisco; Not Enough | ee SSS eee eee | Ont. th t of this week. led ty Beederich Aver, in asso- | Booth (65th week) (C-708; $3.30). 
| ‘Brother Rat,’ ‘Yes, My Darling |“! ie rest of this wee ee nm e@*°"| Stood up much better than most 
San Francisco, March 8. Daughter,’ ‘The Women,’ Pitt Cap | ee ne eae en re eee sities ~ | others, with the count around $12,000 

Third and final week of ‘Porgy and | and Gown musical, ‘Pickets, Please,’ | again. 

' Bess’ at the Curran Theatre closed | dark Holy Week and finally ‘You | ‘Who's Who,’ Hudson (24d week) 
io disappointing business. Cheaper | Never Know’ the week of April 18, ‘Can a e, a e as i (R-1,094; $3.30). Drew mostly weik 
seats were sellouts, but the higher- | which will likely ring down the press, but revue continues with 

| plenty of deletions: not much after 


priced tickets for the ground floor | curtain unless either ‘Room Service’ 

were slow in moving. or ‘You Can't Take It With You’ de- ° iTuesday (1) debut; ‘Whiteoaks’ 
‘Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse.’ which | cides to chance a second visit so late | - 14 booked in March 23. 

opened at the Federal Theatre Proj- | in the season. OWS ason i y; ; ee | ‘Wine of Choice,’ Guild (3d weck) 


ect’s Alcazar Monday, Feb. 28, got off 





St olan timate for Han Wk ps py IE 
Estimate for Last Week . ‘Julius Caesar,’ Nixon (2 100; | - nual slump; takings quoted ‘eround 
‘Porgy and Bess,’ Curran (1.500: $2.75). Nice $12,000, best week Mason City, Ia., March 8. season. Walter Hampden is booked $11,000 : 


‘Caesar’ has had since hitting the 


; ; Power plant failure that extin- | with ‘Ethan Frome’ for March 30 Added 
road; downstairs was light, but up- 


guished all lights in the city greeted | 


$3.30). Estimated take of $14,000 for 





third and last stanza was pretty a é; kan at rfor es * ‘Pins and Needles,” Labor Stipe 
g00d, heavy nut of show meant ‘a ERS WHE She Bt Set Patevemenee the opening performance of ‘You Aberdeen, S. D., March 8 (1th week) (R-500; $2.75). Union- 
| loss on the engagement ' echiniins Can't Take It With You’ at the Cecil Road company of ‘You Can't Take | sponsored show one of the oddities 
4 WPA : = — here last Tuesday (1). Audience | it With You’ wound up a week of |of season: road company going on 
‘Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse’ Alcazar ‘Never Know’ Current, Se ee ce ee te eee | ee a ee ee 
‘Ist week) (1,629; $1.10). Looks set —_, a an irst act in good spirits and sang /o 0 necjuded were dates In ‘Cradle Will Rock,’ Mercury ¢10ih 
for profitable run. ‘Spring Thaw Next, Hub through most of the 52-minute wait | Dubuque, Ia., on Sunday (27); Mason | week) (M-682: $2.20). Has also at- 
——- - Boston. March 8 in the dark. City on Tuesday and Wednesday | tracted un’ ual .ttention. the } 
YY : > “3 a al . “as inally began the second act | (1-2): Sioux City Falls. Ia.. Thursday | business not as strong; $5,506 
You Never Know,’ new Cole Por- Cast fina 4 of, , 4 
‘ ‘ ° y . . } lingo ¢ ‘ ch! } © ° “$1 *-) ) ~ . levy ‘. 
. Women’ $12 500 Week ter musical starring Clifton Webb, With one player holding a flashlight | (3); Sioux Fal! S. D Friday (4), Revivals 
; Lupe Velc and Libby Holman, came Shining upon the face of whiche he and this town Saturday (5) ‘Julius Caesar’ and ‘Shoemaker’s 
menver, Maren & into the Shubert last night | (Mon- meSer . eee “ Pree my yd i see = at rerEe, 1 “ monday Holiday, National (Bih week) 
Touring company of Clare Boothe’s | day) after a three-day tryout in New | !ines. l ge wae ach wr Uppry | (4), then continues one-nighting (1.164: $2 20-$2.75) Anothe nde- 
‘The Women’ played a two-day stand Haven and ending one week of bar- | /ight with their flashes. len the lent re: \ Is turning 
“< < « ‘ s t 4« ’ 4 anise Pe ESS ventur revival tt ba 
wt the Auditorium here last Friday ren boards here. , how was over and Bae cast was ‘Ethan Frome’ $3,200, Buff ; ofit: $12,000 
and Saturday (4-5) and grossed a Next entry will be ‘Spring Thaw, given two curta n calls, the pli yore eas - ‘4 Doll's House,” Broac lt} 
snappy $12,500 on the week. Includ- | presented by Max Gordon, staged by r¢ plied by applauding the behavior oa Buti oO March & week) (1.116: $3.30) 
ing previous stops at the Auditorium, Arthur Hopkins, and starring Roland of! the audience Walter Hampden’s ‘Ethan Frome 'p 
Oak Ix ind, Cal.. phe the Paramount | Young. slated for one week begin- Show was a smash during its two- | did onlv a fair $3.200 for four per- | w A 
6: =e . ¢ er ‘ ‘ tag ry: ~ ~ sa ¢ 5 q e . . . at th rade ‘ ! l , i ‘ Ni My AG pris, 
in Salt Lake City, the show played | ning March 14 at the Wilbur Follow- day engagement, grossing $3,039 for | formances at the Erlanger here lost| “One Third of a Nation, Avelyn, 
S!x performances for the week. ing that. ‘I Married an Angel,’ the highest figure chalked up by any week aes . ‘Maiti | atametie Harlem: drew 
Max Gordon troupe moved on to | Dwight Deere Wiman musical Sy legiter here in 15 years, Ae day's gee u ‘qo racterized : A soe ain satay 
Wichita, Kansas C ity nd Des Me mies Richard Ro gers and Lorenz Hart. ar- take even urps ced that of ovnacce out Daiconies, 1 ae risteiil aK : ade : : y - 
for dates this. week. - rives April 4. Road.’ only staged to play here last! were scarce. { Mississippi Rainbow,’ afin Sice& 
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Plays Out of Town 


YOU NEVER KNOW 


(Continued from page 56) 

3 : wrong 
dancing, with too much of the) ji’s not 
former this weak spot) and too little | about it. 
of the latter (his forte). Spotting of | 


April’s tap roucines should have | 
THE BLACK EYE 


bsen transposed, as her show-stopper 
second | 
Brookly 


would have been better in 
instead of first stanza. 
In adapting ‘By Candlelight’ to its | Comedy in three acts 1 
present form, author relied on situa- | ? -buro Theatre, March 7, SS, ut ot 
tions rather than lines for his| (°°, "US". mefgete ib by Robert Hoss; 
humor. In view of the fact that the s by Albert E. Ward, ; 
ituations are anything but original, ‘vious I n Mal atvervury 
setup can stand plenty of hypoing ' 
from laughline angle. Scrivening of . sie : . phr 
play is definitely aimed at Broadway | John: Houseley S ” J 
cafe society, which may be one rea- |! os0e Lois Jam 
son it didn’t go over so well here. | ;.’ ; : eae = 
Cracks about Elsie DeWolfe and 
lyrics about Lucius Beebe’s belly just 
lidn’t mean a thing here. In ad-/ > PCOMse lis 
dition to being dull in long stretches, cp gro ae aaapeenae ynald 
book is given too much of the pro-! Gir 
duction’s time. Opening frame can 
stand the insertion of another catchy 
tune, or an additional stepping rou- ite DPS aS ; ‘ 
tine in place of the draggy dialog. | Jones... pods, John Walton 
Score as a whole is pleasing, but —_ —- 
battles against the bad handicap of Brattleboro Theatre offers this one 


‘fault in view of fact that he is also 
| the adapter. 

‘You Never Know’ got off on the 
foot at its opening here, but 
too late to do 

Bone. 





1, March 7. 


Ss t ented by the 


Young Man ss Sam ¢ Iman 
\ 


having nobody in the show to render |as fifth and last production of its 
it ‘From Alpha to Omega’ will] first season here. Play, however, is 
probably emerge as the hit number, | not an inspiring finale. Best thing 
with ‘At Long Last Love’ and ‘By | group has done this season was ‘Man 
Candlelight’ not far behind. A glee | Who Ate Popomack.’ 

club arrangement by a group of ‘Black Eye’ is comedy in three 


waiters is one of the better musical | acis. 
moments of the production. Two 
dance specialties by femme tapper 


is, authored by James Bridie. who, 
n real life. is Dr. Osborne Henry 
Mavor of Glasgow. Bridie’s rep is 


April are bright spots from the terp 
angle 
Clifton Webb 


are excellent 


and Rex 
in straight 


O'Malley 
acting and 


but the 
vocally. 


boys just don’t 


: vas first produced in London by C. 
register | B. 
Toby Wing. on leave from | jn 


substantial, having written a number 
of fairly successful plays 
‘Siorm Over 
Gu ld 
the former pleases with his hoofing, | y 


including 
Patsy,’ which Theatre 
last year. ‘Black Eye’ 


did 


Stephen Haggard 
had option for 


with 
Shuberts 


Cochran 
Jead. 


Holtywood, surprised those who had | American production last season, but 


rated her as an attractive, but talent- 


dropped it. 


less, blonde. Gave a peppy inter-| Brattleboro version features Harry 
pretation of a loose young lady | Young as man with black eye. He's 
wandering from amour to amour,! okay in the role. and possesses lots 
and pleased both the males and | of ability. There’s a fine whimsical 


females in the audience with her | quality about Young that should 
wardrobe. It remains for another | fetch him assignments on Broadway. 
fugitive from a gelatin strip. Lupe | Opposite him is Jane Lauren, cast 
Velez, to snare whatever honors! gs Elspeth Crawford. 

there are for the evening. Volatile) Action of play takes place during 
actress draws top applause for a| three days in Glasgow, with George 
mimic specialty and provides most} Windlestraw (Young), youngest and 
of the play’s spirit. Sponsors fail | aimless member of the family, flunk- 
to capitalize on Miss Holman’s re-|jng his accountancy exam for third 
turn to footlights, her appearance |time. He falls in love with his 
being in the nature of a disappoint- | brother's sweetheart, wins several 





ment. |thousand pounds at roulette and 
Plot tells of a mixup in identity.| races, and thus, in nick of time, 
with a valet posing as his master | saves his family from bankruptcy. 
and a parlor maid temporarily step- Fine bit of acting is turned in by 
ping into the shoes of her mistress. | Alexander Scourby as Samuels, fel- 


The 


secret 


master and mistress have a/| low who lives by his wits and steers 
romance, which comes to a/| Windlestraw into all the dough. Vir- 
head through the masquerading of | gini: Campbell as Connie, ultra-in- 
their servants, who, in turn, end up | quisitive sister of hero of play, is 
altar-bound. | first-rate. 
Show looks to have been produced Robert Ross is responsible for 
on a fairly moderate physical nut. | fast-paced direction. Best thing 
Carries only one main setting. aj} about the play is promise shown by 


living room, richly done in red. blue | Young as an actor. Ran. 
and gray. Other sets are incidental hats lad ceca 
drops, drapes, etc. Chorus is of inti- | 


mate type. handling themselves as 
guests rather than the customary | 
song-and-dance groups. Rowland 
Leigh’s direction leans too heavily | 
on the book side, probably a natural 


Future Piays 


| “The Merry Wives of Windsor’ is 

| Slated for an April premiere by the 

| new producing firm of Robert Hen- 

i} | derson and Estelle Winwood, Latest 

| Shakespearean revival will be di- 

| rected by Henderson. Casting is now 
In progress, 

















| 
|by Robinson & White. 
| Hammond will direct. 


Amory Hare, a nom de plume for 





Ngt.: LOU CLAYTON will receive a tryout in Mrs. Hutch- 
j; 20: Century-Fox Studios, H’wood | 4nson's home town during Easter 
= ame ‘week. Melville Burke will stage. 
































| Shubert, 


something ; 


Shows Out 


‘Amphitryon 38,’ will close at the 
N. Y., this Saturday (12), 
completing a good stay of 19 weeks. 
Average held around $19,000 during 
opening months. Show was to have 


alternated with ‘The Sea Gull’ (due | 


March 28) but the Lunts will appear 
in ‘Amphitryon’ this spring after five 


i; weeks of the revival. 





AMPHITRYON 538 

Opened Nov. 1, ’37. All said 
okay; some grudgingly. Ander- 
son (Journal), ‘There are al- 
ways the Lunts.’ Brown (Post), 
‘Belongs to the required list.’ 
Variety (Ibee) opined, ‘Draw 
should be heavy.’ 





the 


alier 








‘Censored’ was withdrawn from 
46th Street last 


nine performances 








CENSORED 
Opened Feb. 26, °S8. Critics 
no like. Watts (Herald Trib), 
‘Dull, feeble and amateurish.’ 
Lockridge {Sun), ‘Pretty hope- 
less jumble.’ Variety (Ibee), 
‘Slim theatre fare.’ 








i 


‘Save Me the 
} 


surprise, ciosing on 


Waltz’ rather 
the same date. 


was 


It opened last week to a so-so press. 








SAVE ME THE WALTZ 
Opened Feb. 28, ’38. Most 
opinions let this down gently. 
Coleman (Mirror), ‘Almost but 
regretiably, not quite.” Whipple 


(World-Tele), ‘With a little 
more Waltz it would make an 
outstanding musical comedy.’ 
Variety (Ibee), ‘May prove a 


feminine draw.’ 








other of last week's 
dropped 


‘There’s Always a Breeze’ was an- 
entrants which 


k's 
out quickly. 


Saturday (9) 


go to the road at the end of the engagement, 


Inside Stuff—Legit 





‘Bachelor Born,’ in moving from the Playhouse, N. Y., to the Lyceum, 
is unusual in that a Shubert presentation is now playing in a second house 
not on the Shubert string. It appears that when both ‘outside’ bookings 
were made, the firm had no definite unbooked theatre of its own. Reported 
that the Lyceum contract stipulates tht ‘Born’ will not move from the 
present spot to any of the Shubert houses, indicating that it will probably 
Had a number of road dates 


'in the east before coming into New York. 


P . ‘ . ec -~* 
‘Bachelor’ is an English comedy first called ‘The Housemaster.’ Flock of 
theatre parties have aided the business of the moderate grosser, 
Not generally known that the Theatrical Managers, Agents and Treas. 
union has a Yiddish Lower East Siders joined when 
the union was originally formed, and regularly paid dues during the lean 


urers contingent 
years, 

It had been thought that the late Theodore Mitchell controlled 
franchise, but that belief was incorrect. Charter issued to the mem- 
bers and possession remains with them so long as the American Federation 
of Labor met. 


the 


Was 


requirements are 

In its 19 weeks at the Shubert, N. Y., ending next Saturday (12), ‘Amphi- 
tryon 38’ will have grossed a total of approximately $370,000, according to 
Varicty’s weekly boxoffice estimates. Comedy opened to about $22,000 
and ran along at that figure for some weeks and hit a high of $25,000 over 
the New Year week. It has lately been averaging about $17,000. 

Total gross of approximately $235,000 will have been chalked up by 
‘Between the Devil’ when it bows out of the Imperial, N. Y., Saturday (12), 
Dietz-Schwartz musical opened Dec. 22, ’37, and hit its highest week’s take 
of $23,000 on the next stanza, over New Year's. Run will have totaled 12 
weeks. 

Cast of ‘Brother Rat,’ at the Ambassador, N.Y., forced Mary Mason to 
take a solo curtain call (her first) at her final performance in the show 
last Saturday night (26). Actress was leaving to go into ‘Schoolhouse on 
the Lot,’ the new Phil Dunning show, and the other players scampered off- 
stage ahead of her, then held the doors shut. Connie Nickerson went into 
the part Monday night (28). 

Ben H. Atwell, one of the deans of press-agentry, will wed Mrs, Eleanor 
B. Poole, professionally known as Eleanor Brent. She was leading woman 
for the late Robert B. Mantell and well known in stock circles, also having 


appeared abroad in Shakespeare. 


Couple will be given a reception Sunday (13) 
Evans, at their residence in Gramercy Park, N. Y. 


13) by Mr. and Mrs. John 





Equity---WPA 








THERE’S ALWAYS A BREEZE 

Opened March 2, ’38. Opin- 
ions said no. Atkinson (Times) 
wrote, ‘A poor play.’ Lockridge 
(Post), ‘A fresher breeze is 
needed.’ 








derbilt after five weeks. 


Van- 
Originally 


‘Journeyman’ stopped at the 


opened at the Fulton, then moved to 


the 


Hudson. 





JOURNEYMAN 
Opened Jan. 29, 38. Review- 
ers gave this a headstart to- 
ward limbo. Anderson (Jour- 
nal) said, ‘Dirty and noisy bore.’ 
Atkinson (Times), ‘After this, 
one can contemplate the future 
with jubilation.’ Variety, ‘Only 
heavy exploitation can save it 

from the warehouse.’ 





| 








‘Between the Devil’ was suddenly 
added to the closing list this week 
and goes off Saturday (12) after do- 


|ing fairly well for 12 weeks. 


| ‘Reunion,’ by Ambrose Elwell, Jr., | 
is skedded for immediaie production | 
Freeman | 


‘Private Enterprise,’ new play by | 


| Mis. James P. Hutchinson, a Phila- 
} delphia socialite, will be presented 
ff jin the near future by J. Herbert | 
| Adams, New York attorney. Play 





BETWEEN THE DEVIL 

Opened Dec. 22, ’57. All the 
boys were careful to straddle 
to some extent when rating this 
Shubert Xmas bundle. Some 
thought it moderately good, oth- 
ers said bad, but all agreed it 


needed several things. Sidney 
Whipple (World-Telegram) 
called it a ‘musical comedy 


minus comedy.’ Richard Watts 
(Herald Trib) thought it a 
pleasant seasonal interlude. 
John Mason Brown (Post) said 
it was a revival of many things 
and none too good. Strong 
words were conspicuously ab- 
‘sent from both schools of opin- 
ion. Variety (lbee) deemed it 
fairly diverting material with 
cast upping chances consider- 
ably. 











‘Casey Jones’ will be calied off at 
the Fulton, too, and will have played 





| three weeks and o1e night to mild 
business. 
CASEY JONES 
Opened Feb. 19, ’38. Robert 


Coleman (Mirror) took a rap at 
Group Theatre’s train thespies 
as ‘a frailty.” Richard Watts, 
Jr. (Herald Trib.) apparently 
liked authors’ work but found 
fault and thought that age 
would bring improvement. 
Brooks Atkinson (Times) saw 
it as a little theatre effort. 
Nearly all were confused over 
social stuff, so opinions were 
airv. Variety (Tbec) rated it 
distinctly doubtful. 











(Continued from page 55) 
the project on July 1 
duced one-thira, 
WPA Transfers 

What worried the WPA actors was 
the transferring of players out of the 
theatre project to other white collar 
divisions where the pay is_ less 
Transferral list totals 300 names, of 
which 25 are Equity people. To com- 


would be re- 


| bat that order Equity has set up a 


‘protective transfer committee’ and 
Meredith said the council would fight 
with all its energy to prevent trans- 
ferrals or dismissals for any cause 


other than insubordination or drunk- } 


enness. 

Meredith read a letter from Paul 
Edwards, of the WPA administra- 
tion office in N. Y., concerning trans- 
ferrals. It said 
would be replacements from appli- 
cants who must produce evidence to 


| show they are recognized actors. He 


contended that was proof that no 
; more non-pros would be taken on. 

| Equity leader spoke about his ef- 
forts to interest Washington in the 
arts measure 
to date he had gotten nothing but 
‘plenty of headaches’ for his en- 
deavors, yet would continue to sup- 
port the proposals. He hopes that 
the Federal Theatre Project will get 
a share of the added $250,000,000 
which is to be devoted to relief. 

Fewer Productions 

tions’ last season, but only 20 so far 
| this season. Explained that actors’ 
| chance to get commercial jobs was 


| therefore impaired, since such place- | 
,;ments depend on their being seen in | 
the matter of | 


laction. Reforms in 


in effect that there | 


hours per week and a probationary | 


period were suggested. 
| broached because sometimes 
rehearse in a play perhaps 
months and then are replaced. 
| Those present were advised that 
continuance of the relief jobs de- 
pended on harmony, unity and un- 
derstanding. ' 
effect that the former 
was better than having all the actors 
‘pooled.’ An involved resolution that 
mentioned strike was withdrawn. 
Move to form a WPA branch in 
Equity is viewed with 
suspicion in some quarters 
the association. 


Latter 
aclors 
three 


within 
Pointed out that the 
proposal calls for the reliefers to be 
given the right to vote, which would 


Was | 


(Coffee bill) and said | 


Stated that there were 100 ‘produc- 


members in 
new regime, 


electioneer among its 
Equity to the 
formerly the insurgents. Pointed out 
that would be sufficient motive for 
bringing in a WPA group. 


According to the proposal, WPA-ers 
nt 


oppose 


who have worked not less than 5 
weeks would be permitted to come 
into the new branch for a special 


low fee and dues and would be given 
the right to vote. Such 52-week 
period would not necessarily be ac- 
tual performance, but might include 
rehearsal time, etc. Junior Equity- 
ites are not permitted to vote. 
They become seniors, with the right 
of ballot after playing in commercial 
performances for at least 52 weeks, 
exclusive of rehearsals, summer 
stock, etc. 


now 





Criminologists 











(Continued from page 1) 


purposes of the grand jury inquiry 
slated to be offered this current 
week, they will be used to portray to 
that body the crime as rehearsed and 
reenacted by the defendant himself. 

The D.A. had Babezewski taken to 
the scene of the crime: had Operator 
Eugene Logan on hand to grind out 
the confession, and with the de- 
fendant as the chief character to the 


‘crime plot,’ rehearsed in regular 
fashion the scene to be recorded; 
then with all characters at hand, 


ground out the full story. 


Detroit, March 8. 

Latest use here for sound camera 
is shooting of drunk drivers by De- 
troit police. 

Local johnlaws borrowed the cam- 
era from manufacturer and are tak- 
ing sound films of arrested drivers. 
Will try to get flickers entered in 


| court as evidence to show how driver 


One report was to the | 
unit system | 


considerable | 


and 


acted talked when arrested. 


Hollywood, March 8. 
Earl Carroll has purchased Charles 


| Sherman's play, ‘A Thousand Times 


boost the total balloting membership | 


an estimated 600 or 700 


tingent on the Coast figured likely 


Particularly with the Equity con- 


to play a more important part than | 


ever before in deciding the election. 
the addition of the WPA-ers might 
almost nullify the picture vote. In 
that connection. it is thought likely 
that ‘he Screen Actors Guild may 


No,’ and is mulling the idea of giv- 
ing it a Coast production before 
taking it to New York. 

Lou Irwin handled the 
tions for Carroll 


negotia- 


‘The Nutmeg Tree,’ current best 
seller by Margery Sharp, will be 


sponsored by Brock Pemberton as 
soon as Miss Sharp finishes an 


adaptation of her novel 
? 
a 


Metro has 
idy acquired the screen rights. 


er 


... 














... 
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Dutch Vaudeville Acts Protest As 


Radio-Built Personalities Edge In 





= 


The Hague, Feb. 28, 


Netherlands Artists Organization, 
composed mainly of vaudeville en- 
tertainers, has protested to the gov- 
ernment against the practice of the 
four big Holland broadcast com- 
panies of touring their performers 
for personal appearances. The NAO 
contends that the playing of such 
proadcaster-controlled shows at low 
admission prices is making it tough 
for non-radio vaudeville artists who 
woul’ like to play these dates on 
their own, 

Answer of the broadcasting com- 
panies is that since they are on the 
air evenings only they must find a 
way of keeping their contract art- 


ists employed during the day. The 
broadcaster-controlled shows have 


proved strong box office. In support 
of its protest the NAO is quoting the 
Dutch radio regulations which bars 
the station licensees from engaging 
in any form of ballyhoo of self-sell- 
ing outside of their air schedules. 


FOUR SEEKING 
LONDON NITERY 


London, March 2. 


Embassy Club, which has gone into 
liquidation, is sought by at least four 
separate individuals, all anxious to 
acquire this oldest established and 
exclusive nitery. 

Jack Harris, who controls Ciro’s 
Club, has backers keen on getting in. 
Ambrose, at the Cafe de Paris, is 
another who would like to go back 
there. He was there for years and 
he can also line up the necessary. 
Martinus Poulsen, who controls the 
Cafe de Paris and several other 
West End spots, would be in with 
Ambrose on the deal. 

Offer is also on the table from 
Harry Richman, who will have no 
difficulty in raising coin for any 
nitery venture, while Jack Trevor, 
local estate agent, who dabbles in 
show business occasionally, also has 
some backers interested. 

Understood the price at present 
asked for goodwill and lease is 
around $75,000, but it may be upped 
after the various nibbles. 





Fresnay’s French ‘Tears’ 
Preem in Monte Carlo 


Monte Carlo, March 1. 

Terence Ratigan’s ‘French With- 
out Tears’ has been adapted by an 
actor and a critic and will have its 
first showing next week at the The- 
atre des Beaux-Arts here. 

Pierre Fresnay and Maurice Sacha, 
adapters, are calling it ‘L’Ecurie 
Watson’ (‘Dependable Watson’) and 


Marcel Sablon has enough young 
talent on hand to cast it. 

Mlle. Jacqueline Porel, grand- 
daughter of the vaudeville Porel and 
Rejane, and Cecil Crane, Harry 
Baur's son, head the cast. Other 


players are Adrian Forge, Bernard 
Blier, Robert Tenton, Yves Gladine, 
Maurice Davesne, Valentine Camax 
and Pamela Stirling. 


Original production of ‘Tears’ is 
still running in London. Another 
edition had a brief run on Broad- 
way last fall, 





Chevalier’s ‘Widow’ 





> 


Suzuko Kawakami to U. S. 


Tokyo, Feb. 14. 
Suzuko Kawakami, w.k. Jap classi- 
cal dancer, leaves for the U. S. Sat- 
urday (19), 
She expects to stay a year, filling 
engagements and absorbing new 
ideas, 


British Vauders 
Seek Additional 
Alien Statutes 








London, March 2. 

Drive for added restrictions against 
alien actors in England has been 
started by the Variety Artists Fed- 
eration. 
dissatisfaction with present regula- 
tions and seeks various further bars. 

It has been proposed by the fed- 
eration to change the present legis- 
lation to limit to 20% the salary total 
to be paid to alien artists in any 
show over a period of 12 months, or 
that all aliens be paid not less than 
125 a week (with $50 a week for 
chorusers) and that such aliens not 
be permitted to lower this figure. 
Idea of the second suggestion is that 
the high minimum wage would dis- 
courage employment of foreign 
talent. 

Resolutions were passed at a spe- 
cial meeting of the federation and 
were submitted to the Ministry of 
Labor. Organization threatens to ‘act 
as deems fit under the rules’ if an 


months. 


Plays Abroad 
SURPRISE ITEM 


London, Feb. 26. 











Comedy in three acts by Cyrus Brooks 
Produced by Reginald Tate, At the Am- 
bassudors, London, 
dt SERETECTUR TOC ET TRE TET. John laurie 
ye ae gs), Marius Goring 
i. |: ee eseee- Norman Pierce 
TIMI 64 2s ree scnceooosecr PeGericn Piper 
An American Youth.....e.....John Gabriel 
A Young Girl.......ccccece..latricia Laffan 
Bue. i < eccccsees. Marjorie Lane 


Anita Karsten... .cccccccccees Valerie Taylor 
Knudsen......cccccoccccees.-s0ohnn Brooking 
Sinclair 
Castro Custellini...........John Glyn-Jones 
Man with the Big Nose........ Erie Stuart 





A first play, bearing a strong, if 
overfarcical, resemblance to the 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ theme. A meek 
little radio shop assistant is coerced 
into impersonating a_ Ruritanian 
prince, whom he strongly resembles, 
whik the real one returns home to 
stir up rebellion, idea being to use 
the cat’s-paw Englishman as an alibi 
to prove his presence in London all 
the time. 

Valerie Taylor charmingly depicts 
the fair side of the plot, being the 
prince’s romantic interest and_ in- 
strumental in coaxing the humble 
imposter to reveal his identity. 

Marius Goring, in the dual role, 
amuses, in contrast to his usual neu- 
rotic renderings. Minor characters 
and foolish byplay bring many of 
the laughs. Despite its novelty ap- 
peal, piece will probably not last. 


BLACK SWANS 


London, Feb. 24. 





Copenhagen, March 1. 

Maurice Chevalier has been signed 
to play Count Danilo in ‘The Merry 
Widow’ this summer at the Central 
theatre, Oslo, and afterward in 
Stockholm and this city. 

French star's picts have never 
been popular here, but numerous 
efforts have been made to get him 
for personal appearance dates, un- 
successfully until now. Hitch has 
always been the valuta restrictions 
against paying a foreign player 
So much money. 


‘Welcome’ Folds, London 


London, March 8. 
‘Welcome Stranger,’ revival, closed 
here last Sunday (6) after two and 
one-half weeks. 
Show cost about $25,000. 


Comedy in three acts by Geoffrey Kerr. 
Produced by Maurice Colbourne, At the 
Apollo, London, 
ee 6 Pere Marjorie Stewart 
Ue We OURO 0.6006 i besierss tichard Bird 
ROG sad cidvccccassaceovecssme Boe 

{Ruth Willoughby............Sophie Stewart 
|} Henry Summers......0..+.-dames Hareourt 
| William Heather... ccecssees Charles Lefeaux 
LSE LE eR eRE RT Eee Te Frank Follows | 
| JESKICSR SUMMICTH. ..ccccsccces Hilary Eaves 
| Thomas Summers......... -Roger Maxwell 
Sa ee, re Thea Holme 


A simple, lovable little comedy of 


ting in with advice and condolence. 
Ensuing -‘pheaval drives wife back 
to the comparative peace of her hus- 
band’s arms. 

A witty, topical play of real people, 
'with splendid characterizations by 
Richard Bird and Sophie Stewart as 
the couple. 

‘Black Swans’ may repeat the suc- 
cess of ‘George and Margaret,’ its 
nearest prototype. 





AL SHOW NEWS — 


Cable Add 








| 
| Dominion Ban | 





(Continued from page 13) 





companies approach quota producing 
in the British Isles from the stand- 
point of turning out worthwhile 
product that will click in the world 
market. 

Under the triple credit plan, a pic- 
ture with $150,000 or more labor 
costs would mean an outlay of $300,- 
000 to $500,000 per feature. Expen- 


the greatest care towards making a 
film of boxoffice potentialities. There 


companies is certain to bolster Brit- 
ish producing and help the entire 





Organization has expressed | 


marital disturbances, where a shaggy, | 
diffident little author gives his wife | 


the impression he is philandering. | 
She rushes off to mother, and the 
remainder of the play shows the 


various members of the family but- | 


trade. 

While the Federation of British In- 
|dustries wants further tightening of 
| the quota by hiking both exhibitor 
|and distributor percentages, there 
{appears to be small chance of it in 
| the House of Lords. This conserva- 
tive body in Parliament, which is 
|credited with being familiar with 
| English problems and world condi- 
tions, is expected to kill the do- 
|minion ban amendment. This clause, 
| inserted by the Commons, would pro- 
| hibit pictures produced in British 
|Empire nations such as Australia, 
| Canada and India, from counting as 
| England credit quota films. Pressure 
from Australia alone is counted on 
to cause the removal of this drastic 
amendment. 





Seattle, March 8. 
No more pictures will be made in 


| Victoria, B. C., by Central Films, 
| Ltd., under contract to Columbia 
| Pictures. The British House of Com- 


mons recently passed a bill exclud- 
ing all but pictures made inside the 
United Kingdom, ending a western 
|} Canada industry with an annual pay- 
roll of more than $350,000. 

In the last two years Central Films 
made 12 pictures in Victoria for 
| British quota purposes. The com- 
|}pany recently signed a contract for 
| six more pictures at an average cost 
|of $75,000 each. Central Films has 
| been the only company in Canada 





answer is not received within two| producing full-length picture on a 


regular schedule. Its films have been 
| distributed in the U. S. and Canada 
as well as in Britain. 





French Gambling Houses 


Grossed $4,967,000 in ’37 


Paris, March 1. 

Receipts in gambling houses in 
France during the expo year 1937 set 
a new record for the last few years. 
| Total for all of the houses in France 
| was 124,195,000 francs, compared to 
| 92,343,000 francs in 1936. However, 
when these figures are changed to 
dollars, at rates existing during the 
two years, the gain is much smaller, 
with $4,967,000 in 1937 and $4,864,900 
in 1936. 

Largest intake was at the Paris- 
Place Casino at Le Touquey, which 
almost doubled its receipts, jumping 
from 14,569,000 francs in 1936 to 
26,280.000 in 1937. Palm Beach Casino 
| at Cannes, although making less than 
|the Municipal Casino, doubled 
take this year. Rise of gambling 
|house gains this year is accredited 
ito the expo, reduced railway fares, 
paid vacations and the low exchange 
-rate of the franc on the international 
| market. 
| 











Current London Piays 


| (With Dates When Opened) 


‘Whiteoaks 
‘French Without Tears’'—Nov. 6. 
‘Balalaika’—Dee, v2 


—April 14, °'36 


} 
| 
“George and Mareguret’—Feb. 25, °37 
‘Black Limelight April 22 
| *Vietori Regina’—June 21. 
| *Housemaster June 2Y. 
|} ‘st. Moritz’—Juls 
} ‘Time an! the Conwavs’ {ug. 26 
} Crest of the Wave pt. 1 
Iainmdon FR s« 1 
! The } ntom TL Sept. 7 
“3 ‘ ‘ se r 
‘l Ha Reen Here I se 2 
H See ‘ ‘ 
j *“Autumy ct. 1 
| *Yes and Ne ( t 26 
| ‘Paris et Londres Oct. 27 
| ‘Mourning Becomes Electra’—Nov 1% 
‘Robert's Wife Ni re | 
‘Thank You, Mr Pepys'—Nov. 30 
‘On yan D6 “ 
‘] Killed the < —Dee, 10 
| ‘Room Service’- 15. 
‘Me d My « r j ‘ Ww 
“bie i ! he Pte t Le oT 
‘Sim s i I A 
‘This M } ne Tan, € s 
{ Me : ie Last j 
Volpor ian. 2 
‘Nir <} lar ‘ 
The Inv ent Pi Jan 7 
‘The ( e & 2* 
Nut VI ‘ 
‘M ‘ } 
Froz ‘ o 
t I 
M. G 
i e | ket ae 
Ir nied G bet 2 


diture of that amount would insure | 


are producers here, also, who say 
that ultimately such interest in film | 
making in England by American | 


its | 


Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5042 


ress: VARIETY LONDON 


59 





——— —---—5 





Bostock’s 2-a-Night ‘Balalaika’ 





Maschwitz to Adapt 
‘Waltzes’ for London 


London, March 2. 
Eric Maschwitz is due back here 
early in May to start on a British 
adaptation of ‘Three Waltzes.’ Show 
is owned by Lawrence ‘Tony’ How- 





ard, film talent agent. 

Although Metro and Columbia 
have made $75,000 bids for film 
lrights of ‘Waltzes,’ show cannot be 
disposed of until it has been pro- 
| duced in the West End of London, 


| Hence the Maschwitz rushed return. 
‘Waltzes’ will be under Howard's 
own sponsorship. Margaret Banner- 
man who tried it out in America will 
probably do it here. 


Operetta has been produced in 
Paris and a U. S. edition is current 
at the Majestic, N. Y., 
Carlisle and Michael Bartlett in the 
leads. 


W-T Legit Plans 
Still Indefinite; 


Aussie Follies 


Melbourne, March 1. 


Ken Asprey has been conferring 
here with the Taits relative to the 
Williamson-Tait deal, which is ex- 
pected to alter entirely the legitimate 
situation in Australia and New 
Zealand. Most recent headaches on 
the setup were in the New Zealand 
territory, but apparently these have 
been ironed out aside from a few 
points to be settled before the new 
board is formed. 


New legit idea is to present only 
highclass shows and _ performers 
from abroad, probably many from 
the U. S. Though the money outlay 
is reported heavy, those now in on 
the deal know show business thor- 
|oughly. There will be two units, 
with new executives scheduled to 
come in both in Victoria and New 
| South Wales in controlling the Wil- 
| liamson-Tait management, 

Though Stuart F. Doyle, who has 
made arrangements for Fanchon & 
Marco to produce an Australian ver- 
sion of the ‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ is re- 
ported as not concerned in the As- 
prey deal, it will be recalled that he 
handled all of Doyle’s legal business 
during his reign as boss of Greater 
Union. Unless he. is tied in with the 
Asprey setup, Doyle will have to get 
theatres on his own. He has promised 
to bring the ‘Follies’ production to 
Australia this year. 

Still figured here that Doyle is not 
through with the show business, 
though his plans are unknown thus 
far. 











| 
DANISH LEGIT STARS 
FORM INDIE GROU 


Copenhagen, March 1. 

Charging that their associates in 
‘Skuespillerforbundet,’ local counter- 
part of Actors Equity, are all misfit 
actors whose chances of steady em- 
ployment would always be extreme- 
ly remote, 50 leading members of 
that organization declared they would 














} 
| 


no longer support such a millstone 
and have resigned to form their own 
guild, 


New group will be known as ‘Sku- 


espillerforeningen,’ and will not bar 
accredited actors with something or: 
| the ball from membership. 3ut all 
who merely imagine themselves with 
talent and whose sole purpose 1n 
joining the guild is to get unemploy- 
ment benefits will receive a quick 
brushoff 

Although the old association has 


ithe sole right to grant actors per- 
mission to perform, the new guild 
expects to get around this mem- 


bers are composed almost entirely of 
the best performers. Their service 
are constantly in demand and con- 
equently few venture can be 
‘launched without casting them. Fur 
thermore. they can always perfor: 
‘guests’ until the new associati 
is acknowledged by the legit theatre 
managers’ association. 


May Change London 


with Kitty | 


Legit Setup 


London March 1, 

West End legit business is soon to 
undergo a change which is bound 
to have a tremendous effect on fue 
ture shows. Tom Bostock, head of 
Associated Theatre Properties, cons 
trolling eight of the best West End 
theatres, and 


having an interest in 

at least four more, believes a twice- 
nightly policy is inevitable. 

He has just transferred ‘Balalaika,’ 

Which has been running at His Ma- 

jecty’s theatre over 12 months, to 


the Adelphi on a twice-nightly basis, 
at prices ranging from 50c. to $2 
with the first 
$16,000, while 
Majesty's 
| $12,500. 
| Bostock’s favoring of twice night- 
ly shows is based on the assumption 
| that ‘no business is capable of oper- 
ating on revenue-earning basis of 24 
|hours per week. Manager continues, 
‘Any method by which you can put 
up the revenue-earning basis of any 
business, such as twice nightly, in- 
creasing the work from 24 hours to 
136 hours, must be of benefit to the 
business. 

‘By this new method,’ so Bostock 
claims, ‘you are appealing to a much 


weeks’ intake touching 
its last at His 
theatre grossed 





week 


show 





| wider public, and are therefore in 
|a position to reduce the price of 
|the commodity by 50%. Cheaper 


| seats,’ he avers, ‘appeal to a public 
| 10 times as big, and instead of play- 

ing to half a million people with a 

successful show, as was the case of 
| ‘Balalaika,’ under the reduced rate it 
{should play to 10 times as many.’ 
| He further stresses his point by ex- 
hrerseeaigg ‘This is an age of cheap 
| prices, a sort of Woolworth age.’ 

Twice nightly shows, at popular 
|prices, can only operate in the case 
|of shows that are well balanced and 
do not depend on one personality to 
idraw, which is the case of ‘Balala- 
|ika.’ Although there are quite a few 
| West End names who are prepared 
'to cooperate with Bostock in his new 
| idea, 

Cochran, whose new revue, star- 
[ring Flanagan and Allen and Jack 
| Hylton, which goes to the Lyceum, 
watching the progress of the 
| Adelphi theatre twice nightly policy, 
‘and if it continues to attract, will 
|instigate a similar policy at the Ly- 


is 


'ceum when he opens sometime in 
| April. 
| If these two managements take 


|up the idea, there is no doubt a flock 
|of other West End managements will 
| follow suit, 





Fanny Brice, Bea Lillie 
For New Cochran Revue? 


Londen, March 1. 

; Charles Cochran is still without a 
leading lady for his new revue, al- 
| though he has two under considera- 
tion. One is Fanny Brice, providing 
she can get a temporary release from 
|Metro. But, if she should be per- 
|mitted to come to England, Miss 
Brice has a lucrative offer to play 
'some dates for General Theatres 
/Corp., which will include at least 
| two weeks at the London Palladium, 
Other is Beatrice Lillie, also sub- 
ject to her getting permission from 
Paramount, with whom she is still 
under contract. 

Jack Hylton, who has just been 
| signatured by Cochran, will conduct 
| his orchestra from the pit, something 
he has never attempted before. 
|Cochran flew to Berlin to set the 
deal with Hylton. 





| 
i 
| 
| 


Reich’s Biggest Legiter 
Berlin, March 1 


Dessau, a provincial German town 
with only 80,000 inhabitants, is fin- 
ishing a municipal theatre which 
will top anything now existing in 
the Reich. House will seat 1,265 
people. By far the biggest part of 
the building is taken up by the 
tage, of which the central portion 
alone covers an area of 1,500 square 
fort A 90-foot high dome tops it 
with another 30-foot extension be- 
low the stave level, 

Revolving tage, placed further 
back than is customary, is 50 feet 
n diameter Additional ba tave 

d two de wings are sh with 

{-proof curtains to perm.t cone 
tir us settir ip of scenery which 
rolled or This gives the house 


five complete stages. 
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1real estate as well, according to an- 


nouncement, 


Hays and the Foreign Press 
Foreign department heads of eight 


‘ “ : : : “j . ‘as”—s« SSerrz ‘s oldest 
major film companies, and Republic! | Tribune Revie Pa ae Was 
and Monogram, met at the Hays of- daily, establis = eto, 
fice last week to realign list of for-| known for years as The Scranton 

re Cc 4 s 


Republican, but name was changed 
to Tribune by Schroth in 1936. Last 
year Scroth entered the Sunday field, 
which the Scrantonian had had to 
itself for many years. Competition 
of Tribune led to the sale. Daily is 
to be continued as the Tribune, with 

: : : the Screntonian remaining as Sun- 
anizs public relations division, | ~ es 
“e a “il gps : im h an . day edition, all to be published in 
yresiaea at co ab, ynicen Va ar- $1 ety 1. 

: . , the rit 1e plant. 

ranged by foreign film publicist e Tribune | 


eign correspondents contacting pic- 
ture firms. Old list that included 
names of 183 foreign scribes was cut 
below 100 by culling inactive writers 
or those no longer serving news- 
papers. 

Kenneth Clark, head of Hays or- 


‘Many Mansions’ Mixup 
Condensation of ‘Many Mansions,’ 
the play by the Jules Eckert Good- 
father and son, by Commen- 


Promoting John Chapman 
Chicago Tribune-New York News 
Syndicate is promoting John Chap- 


mans, 


’ sty n - Fort 
man’s column evidently in an effort) tito; mag has stirred up some agi- 
to grab off some of the papers WHICH tation at Your Life mag. Stated by 
took O. O. McIntvre’s column 


Jack Campbell of the latter publi- 
|cation that he secured 
|from the authors to do a briefing 
of the play for publication by the 
mag. Authors also gave permission 
| to Commentator to take excerpts, but 
Sagi lige ijjlatter mag omitted the customary 
What Gene Howe Started | copy right credit. 
| Campbell has taken the matter up 


‘Brother can you spare a room’ is; | L 
the password in Amarillo, Texas, as| With the Authors League, stating he 
its inhabitants try to make room for); Was under the impres he would 
a 150,000 w ld-eyed mother-in-law | have exclusive rights to print the ab- 

; breviated version, and that after he 


fans. Gene Howe, publisher of the \ 
Amarillo Globe-News , is the Simon| had worked on it, Your Life did not 
publish, following appearance of the 


Legree who turned a quiet prairie | 
town into a medley of King Kong| Piece in Commentator. 
and the Marx Bros. in a free-for-all. ee 
The answer is Mother-In-Law day. | Prevost’s Mt. Yen 
Born and bred on the pages of the Jean Prevost, ace French author, 
Globe-News March 9, five years ago, | visiting Hollywood, was asked what 
the day celebrating closed season on| he wanted to see most. Picked Mount 
mothers-in-law has grown to such! Wilson. Harold Salemson, Coast rep | 
proportions that Howe is now only a!for Paris Soir,-for which Prevost | 
spectator of the gigantic spectacle also writes, tried to win the author 
which will feature the world’s larg-| into visiting a studio for lunch, but 
est float carrying 600 satisfied| Prevost held out for the trek to 
mothers-in-law in five’ delicious} Mount Wilson. 
flavors. Though half of southern California 
| was drowned out and Mount Wilson | 
took more snow, rain and sleet in 
Squawk is going up from more|that day than Los Angeles usually 
than 140 workers on the Federal | gets in a year, the explorers reached | 
Writers Project in Philadelphia in| the top and reported everything was | 
protest against a plan by J. Paul|fine and dandy. Precvost was par- 
French, director, to move the project | ticularly interested in seeing the | 
headquarters to Harrisburg, Pa. Ma-/ telescope at the Mount Wilson Ob- 
jority of the crew fears the switch | servatory, and, due to floods every- 
may cost them their jobs. | where, he and Salemson practically 
Reason for the change given by | had the whole mountain and the tel- 
French is his desire to make the proj- | escope to themselves. 
ect a permanent organization under ea Li) 
civil service. Group, on this basis, | 
would do research and garner info | 
about Pennsy for use in pamphlets | 
and guide books. Under this scheme, 
serge a ce + gpd ing neg the form, but will contain some auto- | 
ate capital would make for more |. ; é 
: : biographical material. | 
efficiency. | Title is taken from the circus | 
Charge has been bandied about} h > = bl =e 
that French actually wants to move | P saad msening tou - ‘ -] 
out of Philly because he recently lost Washburn says he was formerly a | 
control of the Newspaper Guild's 
Miscellaneous Unit, which is made 
up mostly of project members. He 
was defeated in an election a short 
time ago by James Tighe, ex-Philly ; ; } 
Inquirer reporter, Understood that | Section in May under Clark Kinnaird 
15 employees have been invited to and Sidney Carroll. Latter was for- 
accompany French to Harrisburg if | ™merly with Stage and once worked 
and when the switch is made. |as assistant to H. T. Parker on the 
anciantia Boston Transcript. 
Dale Vice-McCarthy Material wi!tl not be confined to 
Allan Dale is the new managing | Broadway, and text will be ilius- | 
editor of the Chicago American, eve- | trated with shots in color. 
ning Hearst paper. 
from the Hearst Detroit Times to re- | hats extensively. 
place Florenz McCarthy in Chi. = 
McCarthy switches over to Detroit | Inez Gerhard Back 
as m.e. of the Times. | Inez Gerhard, who handles 
| radio and picture column ‘Star Dust’ | 
| which is syndicated by 


Front page of Editor & Publisher 
last week was an ad for his column, 
‘Mainly About Manhattan,’ with a 
reproduction of a note from O. O 
praising one of his daily stints. 


permission 


mon 
SiU011 





May Move Philly Writers Project 


| 


New Washburn Book 
Charles Washburn, p.a. for George 
Abbott, is readying a new book titled 
‘Blowdown.’ It will be in 


| aerialist. 





Coronet’s Stage Dept. 
Coronet will start a Theatre Arts | 





Dirty Mag Opposish Growing 

A prediction that ‘within 
months every diocese in the United | 1,000 papers, is back at that post after 
States will have organized in the | having been away on a trip. 
"filth-in-print’ movement, with sup- | During her absence, the column. 


and religious citizens who are not| handled by her sister, Karen Hollis. 
Catholics,’ was made by Bishop Ed- | Latter is now with publicity depart- 
mund F. Gibbons of the Albany | ment of Bonwit Teller in N. Y. 
Diocese, at a meeting in Troy, N. Y., 
to organize the Rensselaer County Doulens Writing Circus Yarn 
campaign. Bishop Gibbons’ predic-| Edward Melcher is handling 
tion was in line with an editorial in | entertainment assignment at News- 
The Evangelist, diocesan organ,| Week, replacing Humphrey Doulens, 
which declared that the drive ‘must | who has a leave of absence from the 
become national in scope and opera- | mag to write a yarn dealing with the 
tion,’ as did the Legion of Decency. circus. 

The paper stated that experience; Doulens, former Variety corres- 
with representatives of companies | pondent, may return to News-Week 
publishing objectionable magazines,!in the fall. 

‘convinces us that what they really | 
fear is a national movement.’ 





Sports Mag Up for Sale 
—_—— Negotiations for the sale of Sports 
Scranton Trib Sale, Shakeup |Tllustrated & Americar. Golfer are 
Sale of the Scranton (Pa.) Tribune. currently being made by Steuart 
morning daily and Sunday paper, to} Schactel, the publisher. 
the Scrantonian, Sunday publication | pending to sell it to one of three in- 
since 1897, brought flock of dismissal | terested parties. 
notices to Tribune employes. Deal 
was closed March 2, with Richard! Deal for its sale may be closed this 
Little and M. L. Goodman, owners | week. 
of The Scrantonian, taking over 
Tribune from Frank D. Schroth, who | 
became editor and publisher of the; Spokane, has been appointed city 
paper in 1934. Purchase included | editor succeeding Sid Copeland, re- 
got only newspaper property, but all) signed, on the Spokane Press. 


Co.; director of 
prise 


stockholder in 
newspaper 
March 2 aboard his yacht anc 
off Santa Margarita 
California. 
his wife and six children. 


Scripps, 
father’s 


LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK ; 
Louis J. Reilly, 45, managing edi- 
tor of the Bridgeport (Conn.) Post & 


Telegram and one of the best known 


newspaper men in the state, died 


March 5 in his home from a heart 
attack. 
survive, 


His widow and two 


Robert P. Scripps, 42, principal 
the Scripps-Howard 


died suddenly 


hored 


chain, 


Island, Lower 
Deceased is survived by 
son of the late E. W. 
was. sole 
estate, as 
ind treasurer,of the E. W. 
New 
New 


Scripps, 


well as president 
Scripps 
Eniter- 
Infor- 


paper 


Association, spaper 


mation Service and United Press. He 


maintained 


homes in Westchester, 


Ohio, and Miramar, Calif. 


newspaper 
Later 


San he began his 
career at the age of 16. 
he attended Pomona College. 


Born in Diego 


’ 


Upon his graduation in 1917, he be- 
came editorial director of all Scripps 
newspapers. 


George W. Witting, 57, Sunday edi- 


tor of the San Antonio, Texas, 
Express for 25 years, died after a 
three-month illness March 1 in San 


Antonio. 


1 


8 years in 
editorial office of the San Francisco 
Chronicle, died March 1 while on a 
visit to 
Deceased 


Four sisters survive. 
Mrs. Kate Ogden, 70, for the last 
charge of the Oakland 


Glendale, Calif. 
widow of Col. 


friends in 
was the 


SONS | 


trustee of his} 





| Nitery Reviews 
COCOANUT GROVE 


(Continued from page 50) 





gavotte by one of boys and novel 
finish put this troupe over solidly. 

| Cas Franklin m.c.’s, in addition to 
| being in several duets. Scores with 
'his low vocal handling of ‘Rosalie 
| (MG) tunes. Freddy Werner, knock- 
about comic musician from vaude, 
| brings his bass violin, Indian clubs 
| and eccentric falls and tricks on for 


a few laughs. Looks like his! 
routine needs regearing for small | 
/room because talent and gags are} 
there. 


Boots McKenna line of girls leans 
heavily on taps in its three produc- 
tion numbers. Two choristers, in 
specialty, help save dummy finale. 
Jerry Blaine’s band plays for show 
and dancing. Grove has $1.25 mini- 
mum tap for dinner but no minimum 
otherwise. Room is decorated in 
Florida scheme. Wear. 


Arcadia-International 
(PHILADELPHIA) 


Philadelphia, March 6. 
Bunny Berigan Orch, Gail Reese, 


| Manya & Zanette, Albicene, Terry & 
Walker. 


Succession of name bands. with 
Bunny Berigan’s the latest, drawing 
heavy crowds. Nitery 
handily on strong publicity 
of m. 


Marian M. Ogden, Chicago and San} jam sesh by Tommy Dorsey, Gene 
Francisco newspaperman. 


William T. Dobson, 56, editor of 


the Epic News, died March 1 in Los 
Angeles. 
j;the Kanab Clipper 


He was formerly editor of 
and the 


County Record in Utah. | 
John C. ‘Clem’ Marphy, 61, veteran 
Maine newspaperman, died March 1 
following an operation at the Corey | for 


Hill hospital, Brookline, Mass. 
Murphy was the dean of Maine 
newsmen and for many years had 


covered the 


Maine state house for 


the Associated Press and Boston and 


New York dailies. 


Herbert L. Chipman, 71, publisher 


of the Cape Cod News, died at Sand- 
wich, Mass., Feb. 28. 


, Connecticut 
|; March 6 in Winsted, Conn. 
been editor of numerous Connecticut | 
papers, including the Winsted Eve- | troes 
| ning Citizen, 
|of Hartford, 
| Leader and the Winsted Herald. Be- 
sides his 


Irving Edward Manchester, 67, 
newspaperman,' died 
He had 


Bulletin 
Litchield County 


Commercia 
the 


wife, he is survived by 


three brothers, three sons and three 


fiction | daughters, 


CHATTER 


Ward Morehouse back from Lon- 
n, 
Meyer Levin, Esquire film crick, 


| circus acrobat, His wife was an) back from Spain. 


Jim Moynahan, of March of Time 


reel, back from England. 


Richard Sherman with 20th-Fox, 


not as stated last with Republic. 


Telegram, 


Helen Worden, of the N. Y. World- 
on a South American 


cruise. 


C. S. Forester arrives from Europe 


Thursday (10) for a short stay in 
the U. S. 


| 


be published by 
| titled as yet. Author is husband of | Siders a pretty good-sized floor show, 
the | Amy Vanderbilt. 


Alexander D. Noyes, financial edi- 


Planned | tor of the N. Y. Times, has written a 
Dale comes in| among other things to cover straw- | book titled ‘The Market Place.’ 


Morton G. Clark’s first book will 
Morrow. It’s un- 


Lou Cunningham, who headed At- 


' Western | lantic City publicity bureau until it 
six | Newspaper Union, and goes to about | was shut down Dec. 1, has been re- 


named for the post. 
Eugene de Lopatecki, author of 


ge noe a | ‘Typographer’s Desk Manual,’ giving 
port of thousands of other decent | Which is signed Virginia Vale, was|a course on ‘Copyfitting’ under the | $0 far. She had a long and success- 


| 


Deal is | 


John Escher is ediior of the mag. | 


John Bigelow, Variety's mugg in| 


| 


auspices of PM mag. 

George Grossman, ex-assistant city 
ed of the Philly Bulletin, now asso- 
ciated with LaBrum, Inc., publicity 
office, handling bally for Artisans 


the | shows, 


Arthur William Pegler, 7J-year-old 
father of Westbrook and Jack Pea- 
ler, authoring his autobiog. Runs 
about 250,000 wo:ds and now he has 
to cut it 60°. 

Katherine Brush 


back in New 


York after brief stay in Hollywood, | 


during which she conferred with 
Metro execs on an original story she 
is to write for them. 

Harding Mason takes over the post 
of photo editor at News-Week, suc- 
ceeding Emil Brugiere, who resigned. 
Mason also takes charge of News- 
Photos, a pictur. syndicate operated 
by the mag. 


League of American Writers will 


run an auction for benefit of medical | 


bureau of North American Commit- 
tee to aid Spanish Democracy this 
month (28). 


stein and lyrics and songs from ‘Pins 
and Needles’ by Harold J. Rome. 


Iron | 


Will include only ms. | 
|ever offered for sale by Albert Ein- | 


| Krupa, ex Benny Goodman drum- 
mer, and Berigan recently. Krupa 
and Dorsey just happened to be in 
town and couldn't resist tremendous 
demand from the crowd for combo 
| takeoff. 

Swing sessions of Berigan crew 
are good and going over neatly. They 
provide quite a problem, however. 
the band’s gal vocalist, Gail 
| Reese. Femme has nice pipes and 
| plenty of oomph, but she can't get 
|very far against band’s tremendous 
| volume. 

Terry and Walker do okay humor- 
/ous ballroom routines. Gal and lad 
lare natural comics, getting every- 
{thing possible out of their turn. 
Bs rchnies Sqn include shagging and a 
| Viennese’ waltz. Ballroom duo, 
|Manva and Zanette. go through 
standards smoothly. Novelty is Albi- 
| cene, magi, who works neatly. 

| Orchestra leader here usually in- 
acts but couple of days of 
lusing Berigan for this purpose 
i proved somewhat unsatisfactory, and 
| male member of Terry and Walker 
}was enlisted. With natural sense 
of humor, he does fairly well, but 
| makes too many mistakes in gram- 
mar. Whole show might well be 


perked by addition of a good singing | 


m. c., as it very seldom offers male 
chirper., Herb. 


———_______- 


‘Butler's Ye Old Tap Room 


NEW YORK) 

Catering to a family trade, this 
midtown N. Y. spot on Amsterdam 
avenue, under the ‘L,’ is one of the 
few of its kind in residential sec- 
tions of the town. It seeks and quite 
successfully emulates the larger 
downtown floor-show establishments, 
giving customers a line of girls, an 
m.c., an act or two and an orchestra, 
plus a Big Apple session, in line with 
the recent trend in this direction. 

There are three shows nightly, at 
10, 12 and 2 a. m. against a small 
minimum charge of $1 Saturday and 
|holiday evenings, 50c. weekdays. 
| Butler’s policy is to give the west- 





plus a pleasant atmosphere, dancing, 
etc., at the kind of a scale to meet 


| the pocketbook of those unable to | 


| meet the heavier downtown charges. 

The policy usually is to change the 
| b.o. attraction fortnightly, but Eve- 
|lyn Nesbit, booked in originally on 
that basis, has been held five weeks 


be run at the Wivel last summer, 
and here she is offering a routine of 


special numbers, gags, etc., which go | 


| 
lover well. 

| Dave Fox, for 
| vaudeville, is a likable, personable 
m. c. His chores do not end there. 
however, Fox doubling for songs and 
character numbers. His Gay Nine- 
ties stint is sockful enough to gain 
attention for him elsewhere. Fox 
|performs in a thoroughly seasoned 
manner and as an m.c. keeps the 
show moving nicely and smoothly. 

There are three other singers on 
| the show, Andy Hayes. a young Irish 
tenor, gets over nicely, while Pa- 
| tricia Cornell also sells effectively. 
Sylvia Jordan, blues singer, is less 
the ingenue type than Miss Cor- 
|nell, and has a good voice, but uses 
|numbers that are much too old. Rita 
Carmen, acrobatic dancer, doing two 
numbers, rounds out the personnel. 
Miss Carmen’s Russian dance 
Cialty is a hand-getter. 

The orchestra is Willie Franks’, a 
swingy combination. Young Franks 
has a good deal of personality, and 
may be heard from later on. ~ 


many years in 


As a finale the line girls recruit 
partners for the Big Anvnle from 
among the customers. This adds an 
amusing touch, Char. 


benefited | 
and w. | 
it got as result of 20-minute | 


N. Y. Concerts 


Set for Windup: 
Met OK $70,000 


Concert season in New York js 
sliding into its windup weeks. Met. 
ropolitan Opera this week is in its 
next-to-final stanza. 

Philharmonic-Symphony Orchestra 
still has eight weeks to go. Other. 
wise the juicy portion of the season 
is past. Most of the name arti 
have given their last local recitals, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Metropolitan Opera Co., Met Onera 
| House (3,580; $7-$4.50) (14th 
seven regular performances, lus 
children’s matinee, Sunday night (6) 
}opera concert at $2 top. Another 
week of bulging biz: estimated $70.. 
000; hefty grosses registered by ‘Bar- 
ber of Seville,” ‘Amelia Goes to the 
Ball,’ ‘Elektra,’ ‘Tristan und Isolde’ 
and ‘Rigoletto.’ This week (next to 
last) offers ‘Goetterdaemmerung,’ 
‘Meistersinger,” ‘Le Coqu d'Or’ 
‘Amelia Goes to the Ball,’ ‘Walkuere.’ 
‘Carmen,’ ‘Lucia di Lammermoor’ 
and ‘Siegfried.’ 

Philharmonic-Symph, Carnegie 
Hall (2,760; $3-$2-$1.75) (20th week): 


-'s 








iS 


week . 





Thursday night, Friday afternoon, 
Saturday night, Sunday afternoon 
(3-6): conductor, John Barbirolli: 
soloist, Efrem Zimbalist. Estimated 
| $13.600, fair. 

| NBC Symph Orch, Carnegie Hall 
(2,760; $200-$10), Friday night (4); 
conductor, Arturo Toscanini: solo- 


ists, Zinka Milanov. Bruno Castagna, 


Charles Kullman, Ezio Pinza. Bene- 
| fit concert for the New York local 


of the musicians’ union and the Verdi 
Memorial Home grossed _ $22,000, 
equalling the record set about weeks 
ago by the same outfit: scale was 
topned by boxes (seating eight) at 
$200, $150 and $100 and by orchestra 
seats at $10 each: after deducting 
| expenses, $13,000 -vas turned over to 
| the union and $4,000 t» the Verdi 
home. 


‘Hofmann Will Celebrate 
Jubilee in Philly April 4 
Philadelphia, March 8 
Josef Hofmann will celebrate 50th 
anniversary of his American debut 
as concert pianist April 4 by appear- 
ing with Philly Orchestra. Hofmann, 
now director of Curtiss institute 
here, will play three selections and 
orchestra will present two of his 
| original compositions. 
| Event will benefit unemployed of 
local Tooters’ union and the Philly 
Orchestra pension fund. 








Pietro Mascagni, the composer- 
|conductor of the La Scala orchestra 


| Mascagni Eyes U. S. 
| 


| Milan, is reported anxious to re- 
turn to America and bring with 


|/him his 100-men crew. 

South American offers are being 
temporarily nixed in favor of a visit 
| to U. S., although he was of opin- 
ion that he would never return 
when last here several years ago. 








Baranova’s Bodyguard 


Philadelphia, March 8. 

Irina Baranova, premiere dan- 
seuse of the Ballet Russe, was given 
|a special guard here last week to 
keep away annoying newspapermen 
bent upon learning more of her al- 
leged bigamous marriage to Ger- 
main Sevastyanov, former secretary 
to the manager of the terp troupe. 

Report from Newport, Ky., by a 
woman claiming to be Lydia 
Sevastyanov, who said she married 
Sevastyanov in 1928, was vehemeni- 
ly denied by the danseuse. who 
eloped with Sevastyanov in Febru- 
ary, 1936. 





Crime War to Music 


Philadelphia, March 8 

Deputy Attorney-General Walter 
Stein will make quick switch March 
20 to conduct Philadelphia Youth Or- 
chestra. Soloist will be Jose Iturbi. 
Believed to be first time in Philly 
that name as big as Iturbi has agreed 
to perform cuffo with amateur group. 
Pianist and Stein are friends 

Stein, in addition to uiding special! 
grand jury probe into Philly's gam- 
bling and underworld set-up, is a w. 
k. musician. 





spe- | 





‘Cry, Baby, Cry,’ tune by Remus 
Harris and Irving Melsher, pair of 
young Atlanta songsmiths, was it- 
troed Sunday (6) over CBS by Guv 
Lombardo. Harris, lyricist. is grand- 
son of Joel Chandler Harris, South's 

) famous ‘Uncle Remus’ story writer. 
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Broadway 





Bill Mohr beat stomacn ailment. 

Mare Connelly’s ‘Spring Legend’ 
off until next season. 

Alfred Harding, of Equity 
better after mastoid operation. 

Martin Beck joining Max Gordon 
in Florida. Lee Shubert just back. 

Dooley and Sales, former vauders, 
still operating their tavern near 
Baldwin, L. I. 

Ben Bernie to Florida for one day 
to see his Wes run a neat 10th in 
l1l-horse race. 

Negro Actors’ Guild being accept- 
ed into the Theatre Authority, bene- 
fit control group. 

Ruth St. Denis, despite estrange- 
ment from Ted Shawn, still attends 
his dance concerts. 

Mae West has flatly turned down 


mag, 


all offers from local reps of South 
American interests. 

Joseph Moss, administrative as- 
sistant of National Service Bureau 
(WPA), to Hollywood, 

Wardrobe Women’s Union, local 


16770, to hold second annual shindig 
at Centre hotel, May 1. 

Sylvia Sidney in town from the 
Coast for a looksee. Probably be 
here until after March 21. 

Joe Laurie, Jr.’s, 47th natal day 
and 16th anniversary celebrated with 
a surprise shindig on the same day. 

Solon S. Negranou, formerly di- 
rector for 55th St. Playhouse, now 
managing, replacing Martin J. Lewis. 

Robert Benchley turning down 
personal appearance offers. Has too 
much work writing and doing shorts. 

Arthur Hooper, outdoor ad chief 
for Ringling circus, due in New 
York this week to handle advance 
bally. 

Ed Ables, theatrical photog, re- 
covering in the Lenox Hill hosp from 
a knee injury which he sustained in 
a fall. 

Henry F. Krecke, of Metro's 
foreign department, recovering from 


| vacation. C. J. Lattas leaving next | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 








| Club. 


week, 


After several false starts George | 


vacation. 
Golf bug John Goring has installed 


/a driving range in the basement of 


the Fulton. 

‘Libel’ cast tossed a_ backstage 
party for newlywed Richard 'Crists 
(Eda Toldi). 


Jack and Honey Wilson to the 
King Edward hotel, Toronto, for 
three weeks. 

George Luddeckens playing lead- 


ing role in Playhouse’s coming ‘Au- 
tumn Crocus.’ 

Arthur Stone, of Cleveland Play- 
house, making debut with local Play- 
house in ‘Libel.’ 

Madeleine Skelly Foust planning 


summer school institute for little 
theatre hopefuls. 

Dave Leff, indie exhibitor, and 
Libby Horowitz have announced 


their engagement. 


| 


Jaffe is finally off on his Hot Springs | 


Russ Smith in for visit from New | 


York and 50 pounds lighter than 
when he left here. 

DeBold Twins canceled 
of their ailing mother. 


Since Jimmy Totman_ switched 


Boston | 
|nitery engagement to be at bedside 


from managing a house to publicity, | 


he’s added 25 pounds. 
Frederick Burleigh back from In- 


dianapolis to put ‘Autumn Crocus’ in | 


rehearsal at Playhouse. 

Elmer Kenyon is around for third 
time this season, currently ahead of 
‘Father Malachy’s Miracle.’ 

Jack Walton and Don Battist have 
handed in their notices to band 
leader Herman Middleman. 


Baltimore 


By Howard A. Burman 


Lew Schecter to Florida. 
Samp Lampe handling show at Ad 
state 


Joe Helperin running for 


| senate. 


} 


| 


appendicitis operation at Mt. Sinai | 
hospital. 

Jack Kramer, member of Bur- | 
lesque Artists Association, also an 


Izzy Rappaport back from Cuban 
vacash. 

Ed Kodell switching from WBAL 
publicity to sales. 

Len Trout and Milt Mann taking 
over Penthouse nitery. 


Leonard McLaughlin planning 


|stock season for Maryland. 


organizer for American Federation | 
of Actors. 
Gus S. Eyssell, secy. Radio City 


Music Hall Corp., and Russell Mar- 
kert, stage producer at M. H., sailed 
Saturday (5) for Bermuda. 

Police department doing okay in 
eliminating panhandlers from streets 
at hit legit intermissions. Requested 
by Leogue of N. Y. Theatres. 

In Hollywood, Eddie Cantor runs 
away for week-ends at Palm Springs 
to fashion his radio shows. Here he 
does a scram-out to 
the same purpose. 

Jack Norworth flashes a 
OK card from the shepherd of The 


Lambs, approving his wearing a hat | 


in the clubrooms. Been a life-long 


habit for him to wear the chapeau 


indoors. 
Frank 
sales chief 
(Wednesday ) 
home. 


Paramount 
in India, sails today 
from New York for 
Kennebeck goes to Italy from 


Kennebeck, 


Cherbourg, and reaches Bombay 
about March 29. 
Absence of Gene Krupa _ from 


Benny Goodman band creating dis- 
sent among hoof hounds at Pennsyl- 
vania hotel. Quit to form his own 
crew after hitting all time high 
drummer figure of $500 weckly 

Eastern finger-pointers can’t under- 
stand why rains and floods don’t do 
anything to interrupt scheduled Rose 
Bow! games or Santa Anita handi- 
caps, and yet can postpone” an 
Academy award banquet on account 
of rain. 

Marjorie Lawrence only femme 
Met singer who actually rides the 
horse through the flames as Brunn- 


hilde in finale of ‘Goetterdaem- 
merung. Others walk nag _ with 


halter. She keeps in trim at Centre 
oy daily. ’ ve 

melia La Pell, of France and 
La Pell, balancing act, again in hos- 
pital with head injuries sustained 
when she fell from pole perch while 
performing at Astor hotel Sunday 
(6). Sixteen stitches taken in head 
from similar accident at another 
N. Y. hotel last year. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
George Tyson down with neuritis. 


Joe Hiller had his adenoids 
clipped. 





} 
special 


Lakewood for | 








John McGreevey to St. Petersburg | 


for visit to his family. 


Darrell V. Martin, Rosalind Wik- 
ander to wed in April. 


Lou Rome elected president of 
newly formed Variety Club. 
John Carlin. planning 


improvements to Carlin’s Park. 





Jack Hartfield back from Paris. 

Ethel Mannin by John 
Porteous. 

Irwin Dash back at work after flu 
and leg injurv. 

_Jeflrey Bernerd expects to be in 
New York early in May. 

Mrs. Roy Fox in nursing 
getting over minor operation. 

Sara Seegar and Ruth Cleeve off 
to Switzerland for fortnight’s skiing. 

Ed Ryan said to have Leslie Banks 


divorced 


home, 


interested in ‘Lovers’ Meeting’ for 
London. i 
‘Autumn’ going on tour following 


end of five months’ run at St. Mar- 
tin’s, March 5. 

William Haines to do a_ little 
interior house decorating fo: 


Irving Ashers 
Frank Boor, 


London Hippodrome 


house manager, back in harness afte: 
two-month illness. 
Gracie Fields seeing off her par- 


ents when they sailed for 
to see daughter Betty 

Billy Bennett to do his first 
length picture, ‘Almost a 
man,’ for Butcher Films. 

Julie Suado to star in ‘Night 
Alone’ for Welwyn Studios, Ltd. a 
subsidiary of Associated British Pic- 
tures. 

ABP bought film rights of ‘Black 


Holly wood 


full 
Gentle- 


Lir light,’ play at Duke of York 
theatre. Goes into production in 
March. 

Harry Green reading new play 


which he intends to present in West 


End. His ‘Welcome Stranger’ lost 
$10,000. 

Dawn Lazarre, former American 
showgirl, presented husband, Michael 
Lafone, with a daughter, born in 
London, Feb. 23. 

Percival MacKay has leased the 


| Bristol Grill, one of the old niteries 


in the West End, which he will 
operate with his own band. 
As soon as Film Quota Bill is 


| passed, Irving Asher has line-up of 


15 
don), 


pictures for Warner Bros. (Lon- 
for this year and 20 for next 


| year. 


extensive 


| Fischer show at Les Ambassadeur, 
Paris. 
Phil Bushell tutoring Charles | 


Roy Bergere and Joe Young part- | 


ners in new talent booking setup. 
Adolph Furman and _= syndicate 
taking over Pleasure Island Beach. 
Mac Weinberg getting Broadway 
nibble for new play, ‘Double Feat- 
ure. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


confer 


song 


Frank Ruben to Paris to 
with Cliff Fischer anent the 


numbers he is to inject in the new | 


Laughton and Vivien Leigh in dance 
routine for ‘St. Martin’s Lane,’ the 
second film of the Laughton-Pommer 
film combination. 

George Moon, understudying 
Bobby Howes in ‘Hide and Seek,’ the 
Hippodrome musical, presented 
to dowager Queen Mary during a 
charity performance. 

Geoffrey Sumner, 


who made a 


| terrific hit in a small character role 


Metro holding exhibitor invitation | 


spots throughout territory. 

Four winners in Metro-Star talent 
hunt contest leave March 11 on two- 
week Hollywood excursion. 


J. D. Goldhar, United Artists’ dis- 
trict manager, off for Milwaukee, 


Chicago and Detroit after brief stay 
here. 

Ray Copeland, Paramount’s Des 
Moines branch manager. 
conference with Harold Field, lowa 
circuit owner. 


| showings of ‘Merrily We Live’ in key | 
| Durbin’s first, 


here for | 


Charles Wiener and B. L. Nathan- | 


son, local Monogram franchise hold- 


ers, in St. Louis for conference with | 


W. Ray Johnson, ; 

Harry Hirsch back from Florida 
vacation. Preparing to reopen Gay- 
ety (stock burlesque) March 18, with 
Ada Leonard as guest star. 

WwW. C. Gehring, central 
manager from New York, and Joe 
Scott and Stanley Mayer, managers 
of the Omaha and Des Moines 
branches, respectivelv. here for 


division 


for the 


opening of new 20th-Fox exchange | 


building. 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 53) 
PITTSBURGH 


Bill Green's Italian Gardens 


| 

| el * at . 
Neighton Noble Ore | Etzi ee Orc 
Edith Caldwell | sheeted 
Chiek Floyd | Jessie Wheatley 

' > « 

Basten Cactue «=| PAYS Serle 
Timmy Wadkins Or I.ind & Mason 
Khythm Pals Geo ¢ la r 
Larry Steele New Penn 

| Helen Wiles Cust Gaere Ore 

| Davis & Davis : . 

Sparkplug George Niven Cafe 
Emma Smith H Middleman Ore 
| & Harlemettes a i dieia 

; Lillian Young heme V ust 

Berry tinle 


| Connie 
| 


“Y’ Playhouse’s next will be Ernst 


Toller’s ‘No More Peace.’ 

Vince Barnett and frau here for a 
week's visit with his folks. 

Darrell V. Martin-Rosalind Wikan- 
der marriage set for March 21. 

Enright Kiddie Club celebrated its 
fourth anniversary Saturday (5). 

Betty Benson home resting after 26 
weeks at Benny the Bum’s Philly. 

Joe Hiller had his adenoids clipped 
= George Tyson getting over neu- 
IUIS, 

Dave Selznick at Johns Hopkins 
hospital, Baltimore, for throat ail- 
ment. 


John Maloneys off for a Florida 


Olive White 


Hotel Heurg Helene Miller 
talph Harrison Ore Angelo dnt ’ 
Nut Club 
Hotel Roosevelt Rill Rector 
Buddy Russell 3 Leu ff vdilis 
Hotel Schenley Pines 
} Howdy Baum Ore Brad Hunt Ore 
Freda Tazret Plaza Cafe 
Buzz Aston | Fie Bagton Ore 
Hotel Webster Hall adele Sto Ch: 
| Major Olmes Ore | Cyclones 
Hielen Martin | SOPHistica tes 
Johnny Duffy | foe Thomas 
Hotel William Penn | Show Boat 
(Grill) 4) Mar Ore 
King's Jesters Bobby Deters 
Mary Ruth Milam Lucille Ta Ray 
P i} Wavine Vargaset 
(Continental Bar) Wi Daudi 
13 Guardsmen Vee Ames Gir! 


in the short run ‘Mirabelle’ at the 
Vaudeville, has been signed by 
Associated British Pictures. 

General Film Distributors asking 
50°; of gross for ‘100 Men and a 
Girl’ (U). They feel that Deanna 


was a giveaway at 25% to 33%. 

‘The Girl in the Alice Blue Gown,’ 
new number by Ross Parker, un- 
known Manchester boy. unearthed 
by Irwin Dash. is a hit, although 
selling at 25c. Usual price for this 
type is 12c. 

Josephine Houston signed for Firth 


Shepherd musical. Part was to have | 


been given to June Knight, but 
calary differences muffed deal. Jack 
Donohue to stage dances in addition 
to playing the juvenile role. 

Romney Brent was to do his origi- 
nal part in “Three Men on a Horse’ 
British Broadcasting Corp. 
television, but play was cancelled 
last minute, due to the BBC failing 
to get permission from owners of 
show. 


Sydney 

Joe Hummel! on New Zealand biz 
visit for Warner. 

Norman B. Rydge has just com- 
pleted o.o. of Greater Union chain. 

Tivoli management renovating ace 
Sydney house for vaude-revue pres- 
entation. 

Charles Chauvel has commenced 
shooting new film, ‘Thunder Over 
Desert,’ for Expeditionary Films. 

Dino Borgioli, Italian tenor, making 
a series of appearances for Aus- 


| tralian Broadcasting Commission in 


Melbourne, 

Bob Dwyer, who came with 
Marcus show, has joined up with 
Australian Broadcasting Commission 
for a series with Jim Davidson's 
band. 

British men are still wondering 
when they'll get a break into the 
acers in Sydney. So far this year 
with one exception, it’s been all 
Yankee. 

Greater Union Theatre petting 
along nicely since solo try, th b.o 
holding up strongly all theatres. ‘100 
Men and Girl’ ¢U) and ‘Night Must 
'Fall’’ (MG) gave chain grand start 
here. 

Biz continues up for Williamson- 
Tait with ‘Okay for Sound’ at H 
Majesty's, Melbourne. Show will be 


played in 
‘Balalaika’ 
pulling heavy trade 


Sydney on completion of 
season, which 1 still 


Looks like Tasmania will soon see 
two chains battling to cop | in a 


plans a break through 
and it is learned that 
which is already 


big way. Hoyt 
Snider-Dean 
Greater Union, 


‘Three Smart Girls,’ | 


established, will pep up own theatres 


| to meet any opposition. 


Cinesound will put film 


another 


'on the floor following completion of 


‘Let George Do It, comedy with 
George Wallace. Undecided whether 
new one will be ‘Robbery Unde) 
Arms,’ or something more sophisti- 
cated. Ken Hall plans for continuou 
proauction throughout 1938 

Dick Shafto as formerly 
i connected with the exhib end betore 
Joining with British Empire Film: 
and who quit latter te make hurried 
Visit to New York, returned with an 
announcement that he had secured 
several indie pix which he will offe: 
to exhibs. 


who w 


Copenhagen 


By Victor Skaarup 


the 


English swing  trumpete: Nat 
Gonella gave four concerts All 
seats sold within one hour 

Twentieth Century-Fox talent 
scout Robert A. Low in town. Tested 


Bodil Kier, 20-year-old prima donna 
of National Theatre. 

Mills Bros. gave two concerts. Al] 
seats sold within half an hour. Most 
{classical big shots, like Nathan Mil- 
stein and Mischa Elman, play 
| half empty houses. 

‘Curly-headed Baby’ looks like a 
coming hit, arranged as waltz. Since 
revival of seven-year-old tune ‘Little 


to 


Pal,’ most publishers busy digging 
up their old tunes for reissue. 
Death of Gosta Ekman dealt 


| Svensk Film-Industri a serious blow. 
Ekman had almost finished playing 
in ‘Gustav III,’ which now has to be 
shelved. Insurance only covers small 
part of loss. 

Luxurious legit 

has ruined several 
has not had a real success 
five-year old life time, now tries 
something new. Each evening at 7 
a revue is presented; at 9:30 there’s 
a comedy. Theatre is cleared be- 
tween performances. Prices are on 

| cinema level. 


Norebro, which 
managers, and 
in its 





Show Biz Yen 





(Continued from page 1) 


legiters, directed by Mitchell Gray- 
son. 


Problems are increasing daily for 
| Louis Schaffer, executive-director of 
the International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union revue. ‘Pins an 
Needles,’ at the Labor Stage, 
Trouble is that since the show’s click 
all the garment workers have been 
bitten by the thespic bug—and most 
of the cases appear to be incurable. 

With the $40-a-week minimum 
rated better than what the cloak and 
suiters earn at their regular jobs, 
the string of applicants from the 
garment shops is increasing daily. 
More than the coin involved, how- 
ever, the old lure of greasepaint. 

After the show’s trip to the White 
House last week all the ex-needle- 
and-threaders returned to tell their 
'friends the inside stuff on the Exec 
| Mansion and describe how it feels to 
emote before the Prez and shake the 
| First Mitt. 
| No. 2 company of ‘Pins.’ which 
}is going on the road and will open 
|in Washington, has a truck driver, 
| Harry Cohen, playing one of the 
| principal parts. He is a member 
iof the ILGWU, however, resulting 
from a jurisdictional fight with the 
teamsters union, which settled 


was 


by having ILGWU pay a per capita | 
He belongs to | 


tax to the teamsters. 
ILGWU because he 
ments. 

Stated by Shaffer that one girl was 
forced out of the second company 
when it was found that she was a 
| millinery worker and not a garment 
worker, although she had taken out 
a card. Shipping clerks who are 
members of the ILGWU are in the 
second company, cast of which is not 
made up entirely of those from the 
shoos. They are members through 
the vertical CIO setup of the union 
| Third presently be 
cast 

No. 1 


formance last 


delivers gar- 


iti, 


company Is 


its 100th per- 


(Tuesday ) 


gave 


company 
night 


F. D. R. Sees ‘Pins’ in D.C 
Washington, March 8 
Command performance’ « 
from ‘Pins and 


enjoved by Pre 


Needles’ was grea 


dent Roosevelt last 


week Eleven of the revue’s 19 per- 
formers ran through nearly a dozen 
bit iW presence of the President 
Mrs Roo evelt and a few hand- 
picked guests 

She Va rl if ca D\ M R 
who d een t pre. ly ¢ 
Yor) Suid the Chief Exec t 
tertained and impressed h the 
ciological satire. Incident } { 
of the Governmer celebrat of 
the Labor Department: t 
dav 


M,Z 


VARIETY 


nT 

Duvelle Alexander traine¢ from 
Florida. 

Alice Faye recuperating {i+ - 
aigcestion. 

David Loew back after a mo; 
Veu York. 

Sol Lesser on the desert { oO 
weeks of sunning. 

Steve Hannagan here fron - 
hattan on busine 

Sam Levene back from New York 

aes on gees ; 

ior Metro's ‘Yellow Jack 

. ae , 

gen Blue’s new home at Encino 
will have an all-glass roof 

Edward Kaufman home afte a 
three-week vacation in N. Y 

F. Gordon Spencer. Nova Scotia 
exhibitor, seeing Hollywood 

Don King, Paramount studio flack, 
mending from sinus operatior 

Arthur Fields, Metro’s genera] sale 
manager for France, a studio visiter. 

Ben Blue leaves March 21 for New 
‘oe ‘ ee 
rorKk to start a five weeks’ p.a. tour. 


Dave Warner quit Cooley-Ullman 


agency to open his own talent of- 
fice. 

Ray Middleton, Paramount war- 
bler, off for series of midwest one- 
nighters. 

Catalina D’Rezell, Mexico Citv 
playwright, seeing Hollywood for 
first time. 

Tom Quigley, former musie pub- 
lish Yr, back to Chicago after his first 
Coast visit. 

John W. Considine, Jr.. back at 
Metro after two-week vacition at 


Arrowhead. 

: Anthony Jenkinson, London Daily 
Sketch scribbler, here to do per- 
sonality tales. 

Irving Rapper, Warners dialog di- 
rector, purchased a new Hollywood 
hilside hacienda. 

_Anthony Quinn and his bride, 
Katherine DeMille, entered Los An- 
geles art exhibit. 

Eddie Mannix, off for the east. will 
split his month’s vacation between 
Manhattan and Miami. 

Myrna Loy’s picture adorns cover 
of year book of Venice (Calif.) High 
School, her alma mater. 

_ Lee Katz has gone to Placerville, 
Cal., to collaborate with Ernest 
Booth on a yarn for Warner's. 

Frank L. Gates, of New York. in 


charge of insurance matters for 
; . 

Warners, at studio for confabs. 
Laura Whitbéck, Frank’s frau, 


pulling out March 14 on second Eu- 
ropean trip in little more than a 
year. 

Eddie Schellhorn, recently trans- 
ferred from Paramount's home of- 
fice to the studio, hospitalized by 
bronchial ailment. , 

Rudy Vallee will be hosted today 
(9) at testimonial dinner by Mas- 
quers Club, with William Collier, 
Sr., as toastmaster. 

Alice Brady taken to Universal in 
ambulance for her final scenes in 
‘Goodbye Broadway’ after having 
suffered broken foot. 

Dave Diamond, former Universal 
and Grand National producer, joined. 
| the Kingston-Meyers agency to han- 
dle writers and stories. 
| Gene Autry, newest of film per- 
sonalities, to become a groan-and- 
grunt manager, taking over contract 
of Dude Chick, L. A. wrestler. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry English en 
route to New York, where they will 
take up residence. English was for 
years Coast representative of NVA. 

Donald Duck is squawking louder 
than ever since Leon Schlesinger 
igned Joe E. Marks to do the voice 
for a series of animated shorts to 
be called ‘Daffy Duck.’ Schlesinger 
also produces Looney Tunes. 


| Chicago 


Mrs. Warne Jones is the best bow]- 
er in vaude league, 
' Niles Trammel back at NBC desk 
after a Nassau sunning, 


Alice Veit planning to visit the 
home folks in Montana. 
Will Harris still gets royalty 


checks from ‘Sweet Sue’ tune. 

Jack Pollock the unofficial check- 
ers champ of the Woods building. 

Mort Singer and family to the 
Mardi Gras as guests of New Orleans 
mayor. 

J.C. Stein to the Coast and Charlie 


Miller has moved into the top office 
ut Music Corp. 

Har -y Rovers cracked his knuckles 
on the automatic elevator doors at 
the Balaban & Katz offices. 


W. H. Stein, Music Corp. of Amer- 
ca, hopped up to Montreal to cuict 
ice show that MCA 


he new ad- 


howing. Troupe goes into the In- 
ternational Casino, N. Y., Ay 14 
William McGowen, former chief of 
the National Variety Artist nere 
} received notification M nt 
Gile _O., that on March 31 he 
be presented vith the 50-v« ee 
M Gilead L ej S ef 
tic 

( ago Amusement Publicists 
A hi ven honorary life mies 
erships to George E. Bre me, pre 
ent of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employee James 
( Pet ri pre + of the CC} faa 
Federation of. Mucician and Hal 
Halpe Vanrery muggy in the Windy 
City 





“i 
1% 


eae "Soma catalina ih ne maar 


if 


a TORENT ee 





_——,. 


ve 


’ 














EDGAR SMITH 


VARIET Y 





Wednesday, March 9, 195 














‘applied to a so-called emergency 
fund. 

Last summer, when TMAT became 
/active and attracted most of the box- 
office people into the membership, it 
was expected that the union would 


be supported by IATSE, and there 


lix theatres, was drowned in last 


° ° { 
| penalty to those who tarried, and is 


' 


——=2 





these news items; each has been 





News From the Daihies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as puod- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
rewritten from a daily paper. 


—— ee, 


VARIETY takes no credit for 











East 





Testimonial performance of ‘Aida’ | 


at the Hipp Saturday offered a differ- 
ent cast for each act. To honor 
Alfredo Salmaggi, just out of the 


hospital after an auto accident. 


Edgar Smith, 80, for 31 years a! week's California floods when a_/ was talk of joining the stagehands | 
leading playwright and _ librettist,| b idge collapse at Long Beach threw under an autonomous arrangement. 
died March 8 at his home in Bay- him into the turbulent Los Angeles | No mention is now made of IA and 
side, N. Y. river. A brother is the sole sur-| the union has no intention of pro- | 

He entered show business as an, vivor ceeding further along such lines. In- 
amateur, making such a hit that he Details in the film section. | dicated that while certain IA leaders 
left his father’s gas fixture business ———- | addressed TMAT meetings, the latter 
t» become an actor. While touring ANDREW MELVILLE felt that it was ‘kicked around’ by 
in 1895 he met his wife, Nannette Andrew Melville, 52, one of three, the stagehands execs. 

Nixon, the actress She died last | brothers,-famous for melodrama pro- Early last week there was a strike 
His son, Edgar Smith, sur- | ductions, died at Brighton, England, | of ticket sellers at Madison Square 


August. 
vives. Funeral will 
row (10) 


be held tomor- 


MAX M. YOUNG 

Max M. Young, 42, prominent east- 
ert. Ohio independent theatre opera- 
tor, died suddenly Feb. 24, at Miami, | 
Fla.. where he had gone with his 
wife and daughter to spent the re- 
mainder of the winter. A heart at- 
tack caused his death. 

Young, active in Canton, O., for 
many years as a theatre operator was 
president of the Lyceum Theatre Co., 
Mozart Co. and the’ Reinhart 
Amusement Co., operating the Mo- 
zart, State and McKinley theatres in 
Canton At the time of his death 
he and his associates had plans com- 
plete for a new $100,00 neighborhood 
theatre at Akron. His widow, a 
daughter and three sisters survive. 

The body was returned to Canton 


oan Beswed) 
for 9uriai. 





GEORGE RATH 
George Rath, 42, for more than 20 | 
years a member of the Rath| 
Brothers, in vaudeville, died in Fort 
Collins, Col. Feb. 24, of an intestinal 
trouble, | 
He retired from the stage about | 
five years ago, making his home in 
Fort Collins, but before his retire- 
ment he had spent couple of years in 
the Ziegfeld company. 
He is survived by his widow, the | 


former Ruby Smith, of the stage, 
and a son. Interment was in Fort! 
Collins. 





GEORGE OFFERMAN 

George Offerman, 58, known for 
@ quarter of a century in vaude as 
the ‘Original Singing Nut,’ died 
March 5 in Hollywood. After doing | 
his act as a single in eastern caba- 
rets and theatres he headed girl | 
revue over Keith and Orpheum cir- | 
cuits. He was also in several Broad- | 
way musicals and five years ago! 
trekked ‘vect. 

He leaves a widow, Marie, former | 
actress, and son, George, Jr., a film | 
actor. 


MARIE LALLOZ 

Marie Lalloz, 47, Buffalo actress, 
died in New York, Feb. 27, was 
buried in Buffalo March 1 from the 
home of her niece. In private life 
she was the wife of Huston Richards, 
actor. 

A resident of Buffalo for the past | 
20 years, she appeared in legit road | 
shows and in stock in various east- | 
ern cities during that period. She is | 





survived by her widower, brother, | 


niece and nephew. 





FRED STONE 

Fred Stone, 31, radio announcer 
and songwriter, died March 1 in Los 
Angeles following an operation. He 
went to the Coast a year ago to join 
the staff of Station KGFJ. His new- 
est song number, ‘Fog Bound,’ was 
optioned by a major studio a few 
days before his death. 





Surviving are his widow and 

daughter, 
GEORGE 8S. KINNEAR 

George S. Kinnear (and Frabito), 
former vaudevillian, died in New 
York Jan. 11. 
Kinnear also played for three 
years in ‘Very Good, Eddie’ for 


George M. Cohan. Later on he 
worked in burlesque. A brother sur- 
vives 
BEN R. HARNEY 

Ben R. Harney, 66, who was re- 
sponsible for the widespread popu- 
larity of ragtime playing, which was 
the forerunner of the jazz and swing 
music, died in Philadelphia March 1 
of heart trouble. 

Story in the Vaudeville section. 





CORA O'CONNELL 
Cora O'Connell, age 34, died at the 
Will Rogers Memorial 
Feb. 28, Saranac Lake, N. Y. 
She was born in England and came 
to this country 15 years ago with the 
London Tiller Girls. Her widower, 
Joseph O’Connell, survives. 
LEMUEL L. STOWART 
Lemuel L. Stewart, 54, former ad- 
vertising and publicity head of Pub- 





| received 


| backs, 


Hospital 


March 4, of heart trouble. | Garden, N. Y., with 14 out of the 21 


The brothers -wned the Lyceum, | in the box-office department walk- | 
Princes and other theatres and/jng, Picketing started at the same 
family has been connected with the-| time. Situation was quickly cleared 
atre ventures for the past two hun-| when Col. Kilpatrick, the Garden 
dred years head, recognized the union. — That 


|issue had been in negotiation for | 
‘some time, but the management 

Samuel Frazer, 38, operator Of! stalled, it is claimed. Also charged | 
several Detroit cabarets, including | that the reason for the walkout just | 
the old Oriole Terrace and the Pad- | before crowds arrived for a hockey 


SAMUEL FRAZER 


of a heart attack. | start a company union. 
During the world war he played | Minimum wage scales for treasur- 
| ers at places of amusement outside of 
: |legit is being worked out. Under- 
L. C, EDWARDS | stood that the Garden ticket sellers 
L. C. Edwards, 39, operator of Pa- will get $8 per day, or $56 minimum 
cific Sunset Club, Hollywood, and | for ag seven-day week. Most of the 
Sunset Club, Ocean Park, died March |p 9. staff there were getting $3.50 per | 
3 at Bakersfield, Calif., from injuries | day. TMAT will also contact the 
in an auto crash. | ball parks and the race tracks for 
owe agreements on pay, which has been 
CALVIN L. WELCH much less than in other cities. It is 
Capt. Calvin Lafayette Welch, for | the expectation that outdoor and 
tee acderresiniiien theatre operator, died other places of admission will con- 
at his home at Salisbury, N. C., | siderably lighten the union’s unem- | 


Feb. 27. | lov ot mring 
: ; oyment problem during the sprin 
At one time he was the sole Salis- | P ™ fz 


|} and summer. 
bury operator, Owning all houses 


“. BUDDY BAER QUITS; 
EXPERTS ON LIMB 


ae sheer on Psaagend of Sam | By JACK PULASKI 
g5en OlumDia stualo Cameraman, | ° ° ® 
Ppa : a ‘| Fight dopesters went haywire in 
died March 4 in New York. forecasting the rise of Buddy Baer | 
| in the heavyweight division, for the 
/ | 245-pound kid brother of Max quit in | 
TMA T---League | the seventh round against Gunnar 
| Barlund at Madison Square Garden, 
Friday (4). So the experts were 
chased to the showers—again. None 


a clarinet in Sousa’s vaiiu, 


_—_+———— 





——__. 


Lewis E. Stander, 63, father of 
Lionel Siander, stage and screen 
actor, died March 3 in Hollywood. 























(Continued from page 55) 


| number of producers’ staffs but there | Could figure how the boy could drop 


are plenty of exceptions. the duke to the Finn. They dis- | 
In some quarters there was some | counted the latter’s courage and took 
skepticism whether some managerial | Buddy’s for granted. 


offices would adhere to the new Recently, when the baby Baer 
scales and that while the salary | knocked out a promising heavyweight 
sheets may be signed for stated | named Hogan, he exhibited a terrific 


amounts, there is the chance of kick- 
TMAT leaders say, however, 
that such a development will be dealt 
with when disclosed. 

Regulations covering press agents, 
worked out by their chapter in the 
union, stipulate that not more than 
One show may be handled by one 
p.a. outside of New York. Practice 


diction that the kid was on his way 
to the top, observers 
experts figuring Buddy would bring | 


Buddy favorite at nine to five and 
it was nearly three to one at ring- 


was that presentations under one | side, 
management, when playing key 


Baer started out as if the match 
would be over quickly and he cut 
the Gunnar around the kisser with 
inside chops. As the battle pro- 


stands such as Chicago, Boston and 
Philadelphia, were handled by local 
representatives, with the road men 
| forced to Jay off. 

Plan in New York, when the agent 
| handles more than one show, calls 


| for the p.a, to pay an assistant. Pro- 
| Msi . ase : | stru o the bod t We 
posal is that if the p.a. has two| oe Se ee Date Sue Wie eee We 


a : signal that Barlund’s two-handed at- 
shows he must engage an associate, | tack was effective. In the sixth round 
whom he pays $75 per week, this | both men were so tired that the bell! 
assistant to be mutually agree 


| 
able to | was welcome. 
the producer. It will, therefore, be | 
incumbent on 


the p.a. to receive | 





Yet in the seventh Baer came out 


| destroyed by fire. 


allop. Resul ras aller d pre-| Thorwald ; 
p P ee SOF MeeOURe Pee | House’ to permit Dennis King to go 
led by th |into ‘I Married an Angel.’ Another 
e y € | player to go into ‘Angel’ is Audrey 


| gressed, however, it became evident | 
that the under-dog could take it and | 
fight back. Once Baer winced when | 


considerably more salary, the rule | Sghting. He slugged continuously | 

applying to additional shag | for the first minute, then was ap- 
Pini ge é | parently discour 

whether produced by the same or | fe ‘oan aun ad bred other 

| different management. If the -p.a. | po prient, = “sunnat 


; ‘ | beg a co , 
| represents three productions the as-|..°" unter attack, Snding it 


| sociate is to receive $100 weekly. aang te DS ihe huge target, hecked 
Multiple P. A. Jobs 

Whenever the p.a. represents four 
shows, two associates are required, 
the first to be paid $100 and the 
second getting $75 weekly. If five 
| presentations are so handled each 
assistant is to receive $100 weekly. 
If six shows are represented, three | 
associates 


corner. Buddy’s hands dropped 
and he locked towards his handlers. 
also nodding to the referee, who 


big-t.me ring aspirations, 
Baer failed to uncover his credited 
lethal right. Up to the moment when 


are ecessaryv irs , . 
Pgs “nechoagays are necessary, first two he resigned, the match could have 
having a minimum of $100 weekly been either fighter’ and Barlund 
oe ; ie gni 3. an arlun 
and the third to get $75. was as much surprised over the win 
On tour the p.a. is to be guaran-| a. any aer rooter. So were hi 
teed first class fare, Pullman fares, seconds one of whom collapsed. In 
and his expenses for typewriting, dications are those 


3aer brothers 
prone to leave the ring while 
scious, Max having that idea when 
he was counted out on one knee in 
the Joe Louis affair. Barlund on the 
other hand-fought an uphill battle. 


are 
con- 


taxis, telegrams, and so forth, shall 
| be allowed. At least one week's no- 
j tice of closing, or the equivalent 
| salary, shall be paid; in case of dis- 
missal, two weeks’ notice is required, 


with first class return transportation. ! He has a fair record in the ring 
Last eek, after the negotiations | over here, but still does not | 0k like 
with the managers for recognition! a topnotcher. The win over the 
were completed, the cost of joining | built-up Baer will mean much to 
the union was upped by $50, present | him, however, and under proper 


rate being $116, as against $56 pre- | 
| viously. Actual initiation fee is still 
| $10. since the American Federation | 
of Labor participates in such money. | 
Added is figured as a sort of 


handling should gather the sheckels. 

Max Baer will get the chance to 
redeem himself against Tommy Farr 
at the Garden thas Friday (11). Fari 
beat him in London last year. 


| Coll 


waved Barlund away. That was the/| 
finish and the probable end of Baer’s | 


| 


up against the ropes near his own! 


| 


| 
| 


Trailer show in White Plains April 
4-10. Second annual event. 

Jascha Heifetz to Europe to fil 
professional dates. 


Federal government opens tax 
evasion case against the Ringling 


show in N. Y. Claims that a net in- 


come of only $4,000,000 was reported | 


where the figure should have been 
$10,000,000. Govt. charges extensive 
falsification of depreciation figures. 

Interborough Rapid Transit to add 
50 cars to handle Fair crowds next 
year. : 

Fire in a store next RKO’s 58th 
Street theatre las‘ Wednesday partly 


| destroyed the arcade leading to the 


auditorium, but did not injure the 
auditorium. Audience gotten out 
without panic through the side en- 
trances. 

Ballet Russe will wind up its fifth 


season at the Brooklyn Academy of 


Music May 6. 

Program of monologs by Anna 
Gordon was presented at Hotel Bar- 
bizon Friday by Helen Bryan, Har- 
old Davis, Robert LaSalla, with Sal- 
vatore Verzi at the piano. 

New cocktail veil permits wearer 
to use it to strain ice and the cherry 
out of the drink. 

George S. Kaufman said he liked 
‘Bachelor Born,’ so the cast has pre- 


| singing moppet, 


sented him with a scroll of appre- | 


ciation of his appreciation. 

Fire on the Berengaria halted its 
sailing Thursday. Sailed empty Fri- 
day minus 319 passengers. Fire 
was in first-class lounge. 

Elisabeth Rethberg and Ezio Pinza 
guests of honor at the MacDowell 
club reception Sunday. Alec Temple- 
ton at the piano. 

Test of express streets in midtown 


so successful they are now made 
permanent, ' 
Mercury cycle of Shakespeare's 


‘King’ plays held up until director 
Orson Welles learns whether it’s a 
girl or a boy. 


Ammiel F. Decker, 


| that divorce 


of Pelham, | 


says the new five-suit bridge cards | 
from London are a lift from his own | 
idea, copyright in 1933, only he used 


castles instead of crowns for the 
fifth suit. Could not get game manu- 
facturers to take up his idea. 

Savoy thea're, Nassau, 
Third house to 
burn within four months. Only one 
house left. 

Kent Smith takes over the role of 
Helmer in ‘The Doll's 


Christie, whose part in ‘The Women’ 


the world’s championship back to the | goes to Muriel Campbell. 
Baer clan. Lowest price in the bet- | 


ting on the Barlund meeting had| View to college journalists at_ the 
| Mercury Friday. Told ’em all about | 


Mare Blitzstein gave a mass inter- | 


‘The Cradle Will Rock,’ with musical 
examples. 

George Abbott now calling ‘Exam’ 
‘It’s a Gift.’ 

N. Y. State board of health bans 


| importation or sale of parrots. Does 


not apply to N. Y. C. but local board 
may follow suit. About 10,000 birds 
handled yearly. An effort to guard 
against psitticosis, or ‘parrot fever.’ 

Mayor Wilson, of Philadelphia, re- 


fuses to permit N. Y. World's Fair | 
use of the Liberty Bell. Was one of | 
the exhibits at the ’92 Chicago fair | 


and also loaned to New Orleans 
many years ago. 
Bard theatre, of Annandale-on- 


Hudson did two plays as a benefit 
for the 
Fund at the Heckscher theatre last 
Friday. 

Jack Kearns, Dempsey’s former 
manager, taking the bankruotcy bath 
in Detroit. Assets are $150 
liabilities $23,882. Has been acting 
as fight manager in Det. 

Masquers, Brooklyn College drama 
group to do ‘Waiting for Lefty’ at 
college theatre March 18. 

Grover Whalen’s Fair 
more trouble. Park Commissioner 
Moses closes Triboro bridge and 
parkways to the outfit. Says they're 
for traffic, not parades. , 


parade in 


Fire started at the Vanderbilt Fri- | 


day night shortly after the perform- 


ance of ‘Journeyman’ began, Fire 
chief advised audience to remain in 
their seats, and after half an hour 
the performance was resumed. Only 


one set used, as the flre was in the 
cables controlling the scenery. which 
conld not be shifted. : 

Dr. Walter Damrosch guest of 
honor at a dinner tendered him Sun- 
dav night at the National Arts Club. 

Alexander Smallens, Noel Strauss. 
Lee Orean Smith to judge the sym- 


nhoniec compositions entered in the 
N. Y. Philharmonic-Symphony $1,- 
000 contest. 

Gov. Lehman attended a nartv at 


the Brooklyn Strand Saturdav when 
‘Snow White’ was shown some 3.000 
— Presented a gift to each 
en'ida, 
Army Day parade set for Anril 9. 
ire in a ventilating shaft in the 
Hotel New Yorker early Sunday 


Mm Pst 


1No damage except by water, but 
many spent the rest of the night in 
the hotel lobby. 

Toscanini presented last Sunday 
with the American Hebrew medal 
for 1937. Annual award to the per- 
son doing the most to promote better 
feeling between Jews and Gentiles. 
|First time it has been awarded a 
representative of the arts. 


| Evelyn. O. Scott, nrofessionally 
|} Evelyn Granville, showgirl in the 
90’s, died in Pittsburgh last week.. 


|'She has been working for the WPA 
sewing project. 
| Bock beer due next Monday 


Claire Dodd, film actress, filed suit 
in L. A. for a divorce from Jack Mil- 
ton Strauss, charging he was critical 
of her housekeeping methods and 
called her ‘stupid.’ 

Victor Jory and his wife, Jean In- 
ness, will jointly direct the 15th an- 
nual staging of ‘Ramona.’ outdoor 
play of early California, which opens 
at the Ramona Bowl, near L. A, 
April 23. 

Edith Fellows, Columbia Pictures 
assertedly owes $1,- 
999.99 to Marl Markoff, her vocal 
coach, according to a suit filed in Los 
Angeles. 

Margot Grahame, film player, was 
named in two suits in L. A. courts. 
Her former press agent. Erman Pes- 
sis, filed a demand for $300 back pay, 
and R. E. McIntyre, auto service sta- 
tion operator, asks $125. 

Los Angeles court having ruled 
of Stan Laurel from 
Virginia Ruth Laurel, ex-wife No. 2, 
was legal, the film comic and Vera 
(Illeana) Shuuvalova went back to 
Yuma Feb. 27 for a repeat on their 
New Year’s day marriage ceremony. 

Martha Pryor, New York stage 
player, filed a new action in L. A. 
attacking marriage of her former 
husband, Ben Bard, and the late 
Ruth Roland. on the ground that 
couple wed before Bard's divorce 
from her became final. 
| Allen Whitney. who recently filed 

suit demanding $25 a week sunport 
| money from his daughter, Eleanore 
Whitney, film dancer, has withdrawn 
the action. 

Bette Davis and her husband, Har- 
mon O. Nelson, have taken Palmela 
Bascom, a talented 13-year-old or- 
phan, into their home, and will pro- 
| vide her with a musical education. 

Mrs. Beverly Martin was granted a 
divorce from Francis J. Martin, 
screen writer. and custody of thres 
cocker spaniels. 

Barbara Stanwyck scored another 
victory over her former husband, 
Frank Fav. when California State 
Supreme Court denied Fay’s motion 


ito dismiss Miss Stanwyck’s anneal 


| from a lower court order vermittin’ 


Bard College Emergency | 


and | 


| him part-time custody of their adopt- 
ed son, Dion. 


| Police reports revealed theft from 


the plant of the Dunning Process 
Co., Hollywood, of several reels of 
l6mm. films, reproductions of Walt 
Disney color cartoons and personal 
pronertyv. 

Kay Francis. film actress. admitted 
she will wed Baron Raven Frik Bar- 
nekew, airnlane manufacturing exec- 
utive. within the next f#7 months. 

Billie Seward, film nlaver, filed 
suit for divorce from William Wil- 
kerson, Hollywood trade paper pub- 
lisher and nitery onerator, charging 
that he has a violent temner, nagged 
| her and called her names. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Bill Hamrick, Feb. 
| 22, son. He is manager of Paramount 
| theatre, Seattle. Coincidence is this: 
Doug Forbes, sec to John Hamrick, 
became a father of his first son and 
| heir in June, 1935; Bill Hamrick fol- 
|lowed ditto about 10 days later. A 
son was born to Mr. and Mrs. Forbes 
,on Lincoln's birthday, this year; so 

Bill, when informed by Doug, said, 
‘It must be about time for us, too.’ 
Doug suggested it should be Wash- 
ington’s birthday, for the second son 
in the Hamrick family. And it was. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Pincus, 
daughter, in Chicago, March 3. 
Father is head of Shapiro-Berustein 
music office in Chicago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Caton, daugh- 
in Hollywood, March 4. Father 
is with NBC, Hollywood 

Mr. and Mrs. R. E. George, son, in 
Hollywood, March 2. Father is part- 
ner in George & Moody agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Haight, 
daughter, in Hollywood, March 1. 
Father is film production exec. 





+ . 
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MARRIAGES 
Betty Kirk to Jack Kolbo, in 
Omaha, Feb. 28. He is treasurer at 
Orpheum theatre, Omaha 
Vilma Talbot to Edward Silverman 
in Yurma, March 7. Bride is an ar- 
tists model; he is a Chicago theatre 


morning routed about 2,000 guests. ' executive, 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





Just Substituting 

Albany, March 3 , 
itor, WARIETY: 

ag week you had a story that I, 
gs manager of WOKO, have been ap- 
pointed to head a committee to han- 
dle legislative matters for New York 

State broadcasters. 

The story is incorrect in two re- 
gpects: Iam not manager of WOKO, 
and I am not chairman of the legis- 
Jative committee. Harold E. Smith, 
General Manager of WOKO, was 
jnstrumental in organizing the New 
York State Committee of Broad- 
casters some seven years ago, one 


of the first state groups formed. As | 


chairman of that committee he has 
watched legislation in the state and 
reported to all broadcasters on bills 
affecting radio. With the reorganiza- 
tion of the NAB and appointment 
of a state director, he will continue 
temporarily to look after 
matters. 

He is at present in Florida re- 
covering from an illness, and as 
Assistant Manager of the station I 
am substituting for him. All credit 
for arousing broadeusters in 1931 
and keeping them interested in leg- 


at least 
legislative 


islative matters affecting them be- 
longs to Mr. Smith 
Deuel Richardson, 
Asst. Mgr., Station WOKO. 
WTHT'S G-Man 
Hartford, March 1. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


In your issue of Feb. 23, I note an 
article captioned ‘G-Man _ Scripts,’ 


under a Birmingham date line, stat- | 
ing that John Bugas is being aired | 


over WSGN in a G-Man program. 
Your article goes on to state that ‘this 
marks the first of this type program 
ever to be atempted by the FBI.’ 

I thought you might be interested 
in knowing that WTHT is present- 
ing James L. Dalton, special agent 
in charge of the FBI, for the states 
of Connecticut and Rhode Island. In 
contrast to the programs being pre- 
pared in Washington, Mr. Dalton and 
myself have prepared broadcasts 
énd are now in the process of put- 
ting them on the air each Monday 
night at 6:15. 

I personally arranged for this se- 
ries on a visit with J. Edgar Hoo- 
ver in Washington and have re- 
ceived the complete co-operation of 
he FBI. The series will probably 
consist of seven interviews pertain- 
ing to all the important activities 
and functions of the FBI. 

Cedric W. Foster. 
Manager, WTHT. 


(WIOD, Miami, also claims it’s ‘the 
first station’ in the country to test 
a series of sustaining programs 
«bout G-Men activities, which has 
been prepared under direct super- 
vision of J. Edgar Hoover. 

Programs feature FBI Agent R. L. 
Shivers, chief of Miami staff, in dis- 
cussions of FBI activities and meth- 
ods of handling cases of inierest.) 


One Mink Coat Slighted 
New York, March 2. 
Editor, Variety: 

Hell hath no fury like a woman 
whose fur coat has been overlooked. 
While I appreciate all the implied 
bouquets hurled at us femme P.A.’s 
in your front-page piece, I am ter- 
ribly hurt that you didn’t mention 
my mink coat. In the first place, it's 
all blue-ribbon mink from wherever 
it is that good little minks come; in 
the second place, it was given to me 
by Lauritz Melchior, a fact worth 
mentioning, even if ‘+ didn’t mean a 
plug for one of my contented clients. 

And while I'm at it, why couldn't 
you have waited another two weeks 
before going to press on that par- 
ticular angle? If you had held off 
until the Vaniery for March 23, for 
instance, you could have included 
me in that slightly smug and self- 
Satisfied paragraph beginning, ‘At- 
testing to the marital prospects are 


the presence of——.’ My credit-line 
would then have read: Constance 
Hope (Mrs. Milton Berliner, N. Y. 


eve specialist) as of March 17. 

But, be that as it may (and will), 
it was a good survey, and I always 
enjoy being among friends, minked. 
married or otherwise. 

Constanee Hope. 





Given Wrong Hubby 
New York, Mareh 3. 


Editor, Variety: 


Having a perfectly swell husband 
married for 25 
years, and three grown sons, imagine 
our surprise to read in the article on 
women press agents that I am mar- 
have 


to whem Ive been 


ried to Oliver M. Sayler. I 


been the brciness partner ¢¢ 


Mr 


Sayler for seven years, but I am not 
his wife nor am I ‘living in sin,’ 
Mistakes will happen, but I think 
a little line of correction is in order, 
as there happens to be a Mrs. Sayler 
as well as a Mr. Barkertin. 
Marjorie Barkeutin. 
(Mrs. William Slater Barkentin.) 





[In deference to the girls who 
were inadvertently omitted from the 
femme p.a. yarn for the record there 
are also: Emily Nathan, Helen Ers- 
kine, Jean McClure, Wilma Soss, 
Greda Grannett, Elizabeth Ready, 
Dorothy Wilcox, Helen Hoerle, Helen 
Black, Agnes de Mille, Grace Rob- 
erts, Clara Weiss, Maida Cain, Amy 





Bonner, Marinoble Smith, Geraldine | 


Sartain, Paula Gould, Virginia Mor- 
ris, Suzette Stuart, Estelle Schrotte.] 
C for Paul, D for Dave 

New York, March 2. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

In the past, particularly over the 
phone, I have had trouble in hav- 
ing my surname recorded correctly. 

It has been spelled at various 
times as: Katt-Kapt-Katz-Kap-Cap- 
| Capps-Kapps-Catt-and so on, ad in- 
finitum; but that Variety, which has 
|! known me for years, should mistake 
| my first name is more than 
{I can bear, particularly on the front 
| page. 

The so-called head of the Radio 
Department of Consolidated Radio 
Artists, which is me, is Paul Kapp; 
| Dave Kapp, one of the three broth- 
ers, is the recording manager for 
Decca. 

Now, all together. Paul stands for 
Consolidated; Dave stands for Decca. 

Paul Kapp. 
Manager, Radio Department, Con- 
solidated Radio Artists, Inc. 


almost 


Champ Shot Goes Pro 


St. Louis, March 8. 
Arlayne Brown, 21-year-old world’s 
woman champion pistol shot aban- 
doned her amateur status last week 


HITS OMAHA BOOKERS 


Atty Gen. Shuts 76 Chance Shops 


Okavyed by City 


Omaha, 
bookie 


March 8. 


Omaha establishments, 


numbering 76, were closed last week | 


by action of State’s Attorney Gen- 
eral Richard Hunter. Betting stalls 
will remain inactive for at least a 
month under temporary restraining 


order granted by District Judge 
Rine. 
Deputies representing attorney 


general’s office first made rounds 
gathering information, and following 
day every bookie in town was 
served. Hunter first applied clamp 
by serving Nebraska News Service, 
wire service which supplies info to 


|all Omaha booths. 


Operators were running on semi- 
legal basis under city council ordi- 


nance which assessed fee of $500 an- 


}nually from each establishment. At- 














when she signed a contract to appeur | 


with the Wild West show of Ringling 
Bros.-Barnus & Bailey for the com- 
ing season. Instructed in the art of 
pistol shooting at the age of 12 by 
her father, Clyde E. Brown, an ad- 
vertising man, she had garnered 32 
medals by the time she was 16. She 
was graduated from the Beaumont 
High School here in 1934 but did not 
engage in competitive shooting while 
a student. 


New Castle Closed 


New Castle, Pa., March 8. 
Unless there is a change in the 
attitude of Mayor Charles E. Mc- 
|Grath and city councilmen, there will 

be no carnivals here this summer. 
At a recent meeting of council, 
city firemen asked permission to 
sponsor a carnival here this sum- 
|mer, but council turned down the 
request. Several here last summer 


left plenty of heat, city officials de- | 
ithe Broad Ripple Park Corporation, | 


| clared. 





Film Biz Data 


(Continued from page 3) 








will be held up for Arnold's consid- | 


eration and he probably won't take 
over for a month or more. 
The West Coast probe is 
handled separately from the other 
inquiries and complaints, although 
part of the complete picture. De- 
partment is proceeding along differ- 
'ent lines, since the action—if any—in 
Southern California will relate to the 
consent decree, which has no appli- 


‘cation elsewhere. Several more 
weeks, at least. will be needed to 
finish the examination of office rec- 


ords and quizzing of witnesses in the 
Los Angeles sector. 


0.0. 20th’s L. A. Exchange 
Los Angeles. March 8 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
auditors, who have been going over 
the books of Fox West Coast Thea- 
tres for the last month, have moved 
over to the 20th-Fox exchange here. 
Probe is being co:.ducted under the 
direction of Albert Law and Harold 


Collins, special assistan s to the U. S. 
attorney general. in search of evi- 
dence in connecticn with the re- 
straint of trade complaints filed by 
indie exhibitors in this territory. 


Previous to squinting F-WC’'s rec- 
ords. sleuths spent several months in 
the Metro exchanve 

Decision as to whether the 
plaints warrant criminal action will 
not be reached until ] 


after at least 


com- 


- another 90 days of investigation. 


being 





' 


torney general asked support of 
council to extent of repealing ordi- 
nance. Mayor Butler has pledged 


willingness of council to act if Hun- | 


ter can give assurance that his action 
will stick against all operators large 
and small. 

Only remaining operator in town 
rumored to be Eddie Barrick, who 
has wire to private residence and is 
not open to public. Barrick remained 
unprosecuted as state men 
garner no evidence. 


Sponsored Floats 


For Parades, 
Circus Idea 


Meeting of 125 advertising agency 
execs and national advertiser reps 
was held at the Commodore hotel, 
N. Y., March 7 for purpose of 
demonstrating a circus tieup with 
national accounts. F. D. Benham, 
publicist for Parker & Watts trick 
officiated and arranged. 

Idea presented was to include com- 


mercial floats, built and paid for by | 


sponsors, in circus parades through 
various stands were shows would 


stop. Also some remuneration to go} 
the | 
mobile plug. After demonstration ad | 


to the outfit for inclusion of 


boys were asked pros and cons of 


idea with majority reserving de- 
cision. 
Tony Sarg among attendees to 


could | 
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Rodeo Assn. Sets Dates to Start in March and End 


in October—Pr 
Zack Miller’s Comeback 


Oklahoma City, March 8. 

With the promise of a new finan- 
cial backing for a war chest, Col. 
Zack T. Miller has drawn plans on 
a campaign to recapture a large 
portion of his former 101 ranch. 

First maneuver is scheduled in 
district court at Ponca City where 
efforts to have set aside land deeds 
assigned to mortgage holders will 
be made. 

Second move will be 
the circuit court of appeals a de- 
cision by federal judge Edgar S. 
| Vaught, in which Miller was refused 
a rehearing on his petition to re- 
instate. 

Identity of the financial 
| was not revealed. 


| 
| 
| 





Carrying to 


backer 





Carter on the Job 
Canton, O., March 8. 

| .Nick Carter, who last fall took 
;}out the Carter Bros. circus. unit 
playing indoor dates in the middle 
| west, who has had the train of the 
Cole Bros. Circus since its inception, 
| will act in the same capacity with 


|ihe Hagenbeck-Wallace circus this 
season and in addition will have 
charge of the concessions on this 


show. 


Carter handled the concessions for | 
here sev- | 
eral seasons and currently is at the | 


| the Shrine indoor circus 
yrotto circus, Cleveland, in 
|same capacity. His indoor activi- 
ties will terminate at the Indian- 
apolis Shrine circus next week 
when he will return to Peru, Ind., 
|where he will complete plans for 
the new outdoor season. 





Prophets Get Coin 


Cleveland, March 8. 

Hoot Gibson's circus sponsored by 
Al Sirat Grotto went nearly 30% 
over last year’s indoor show at civic 
auditorium, winding up with attend- 
'ance of 167,629 for thirteen days. 

Gross also took similar jump, due 
to general admission fee being 
raised from two-bits to 50 cents this 
year. Circus troupe opened in audi- 
torium of Butler University in 
| dianapolis Monday (7) for six days. 





demonstrate his giant balloon ideas, | 


etc. Also Tex O'Rourke on hand. 





New Park Owners 


Indianapolis, March 8. 
A corporation composed of local 
men bought Broad Ripple park last 
week from Oscar Baur at a reported 
price of $250,000. 
The corporation will be known as 


with E. M. Costin, former Big Tour 
Railroad executive, chairman of the 
board; Warren McCurry, president 


and general manager: Ewing L. Cox, | 


secretary: and Fred L. Ellison, treas- 


| urer. 





Miller’s Two-Day 
San Antonio, March 8. 
W. T. ‘Zack’ Miller of San Antonio 


will direct a two-day rodeo in Hous- 
ton, Texas, March 26-27. 





PA. TOWN TABUS FAIRS 
Philadelphia, March 8 

Ban on all 
Coatesville, Pa., was voted by City 
Council last week. Action backed 
up previous. pronunciamento — by 
Mayor A. R. Bergstrom. Tabu does 


|not apply to circuses 


| spent 


| other 


‘Times are not good. and the little 
money people have should not be 
foolishly at fairs, Hizzoner 
edicted. Several fire companies and 
organizations 
carneys are making plan: to hold 
them outside the city I.mits 


which ponsor 


DUSTIN’ OFF A PARK 


Youngstown, O.. March 8. 


An ambitious construction pro- 
gram, first step toward the rehabili- 
tation of Yankee Lake district 
amusement park ul be rted 
within the next two week P: 
Jurko, owner-man er 
nounced. Established several yea! 
ago the park at the present time 
represents an investment ¢ $250.000 

Jack Ornsparger. well known out- 
door showman has been named 1 
weer of conce jo! ana t 


fairs and carnivals in 


Jack Kearns in Bath 


Detroit, March 8. 
Jack Kearns, ex-Jack Dempsey 
weight Jimmy Adamick here, has 
filed involuntary bankruptcy here, 
listing $28,000 liabilities and $150 as- 
sets. 
Counsel said Kearns promised to 
pay creditors ‘100 cents on the dollar’ 





if given six months to get things 
| straightened out, and tha the peti- 


| tion was only an attempt to gain 
|} more time to pay creditors. 


Wilson P.A’ing Ringling 
Hollywood, March 8 
Gardner Wilson transfers to the 
Ringling-Barnum & Bailey trick as 
general press rep. 


He will be succeeded at the 
| Barnes-Sells Floto circus by Sam 
Stratton. 

WARBLING FLATTIES 
Guthrie, Okla.. March 8 


Veteran quartet of Oklahoma City 


policemen, the ‘Flatfoot Four’ will 
furnish the harmony for the four 
rodeo performances in connection 
with the annual Oklahoma ‘89er 
celebration here April 21-22 
W. VA. FAIR DAT 
Charleston, W. Va.. March & 
Dates for county and repional fa) 
have been announced by the West 
Virginia Fair Association, J B 
Sydenstricker president, as follov 
(ineenbrier Valley, Lew j ‘ 
= 
‘ ‘ ‘ 
ears Fry 
1s 
i é 
ering 
' ‘ } ’ 


the | 


In- | 


pilot and now co-manager of Heavy- | 


izes Guaranteed 


+. See 
Salt Lake City, March &. 
Under the aegis of Rodeo Associa- 
tion of America, 91 cities in the 


United States and Canada will stage 
yippee shows this year during latter 
part of March to end ot September, 
Fred S. MeCargar, Salinas, Cal., 
R.A.A. secretary, informed local rep- 
resentatives, 





Purses will be guaranteed to win- 
ners in eight events offitially recog- 
nized by the R.A.A.: bronc riding, 
bull, steer riding, bareback riding, 
alf roping, steer wrestling, steer 
decorating, single roping and team 
roping. 

Outstanding rodeos this year in- 


clude Chicago Round-Up, Oct. 13-30; 
Calgary, Canada, July 11-16; Chey- 
enne, Wyo., July 27-30; Pendleton, 
Ore., Sept. 15-17; Ogden, Utah. July 
22-25, and Salt Lake City, July 21-25. 

Western States Shows of San An- 
tonio, Texas, was awarded the car- 
nival contract for the Salt Lake City 
pioneer festival. 


CARNEYS SPEND 
FOR NEW CARS 


By BILL RICE 
Thunderbolt, Ga., March 8. 
Down town Savannah thrilled to 
an old time minstrel parade last 
| week when Earl D. Backers Colored 
Minstrels marched with 30 men and 


yellow gals in snappy uniforms. 
Band of 14. This is a tent show 
|that has been out all winter, but 


played the City Auditorium at 46¢ 
|top to better than $800 gross. Silas 
}Green Big Colored Tent show that 
jnever knew we had a depression 
played the Auditorium last Novem- 
ber to over $1,100 at 60c top. 

Circus and carnival owners spend- 
ing more money at quarters ready- 
ing for the spring opening than in 
many years. Sure optimistic in face 
of the big business letdown. 

McCoy Wild West, practically new 
from stake to train, leads in spend- 
ing, with a 30-car all steel train. 
Nothing like their 48 baggage wag- 
ons ever used before by any _ tent 
attraction. Fellows also making 
seats for 9,000; 5,000 will be chair 
grandstand. This outfit said to be 
backed by O'Hara, the Providence, 
|R. 1, race track man, 

Six railroad shows, an _ increase 
‘of two over 1937. Hennies Broth- 
_ers, at Shreveport, La., winter quar- 
ters, burned 42 wagons much better 
'than used by some outfits and have 
built 58 new wagons and added 10 
cars to their trains, making it 5060 
cars. Their fronts are a new idea 
to the carnival world, being built 
on wagons setting endwise. Wings 
will open up to make fronts 36 feet 
high and 48 feet wide. With hang- 
ing wings will spread 74 to 100 feet. 
Customers walk through length of 
wagon coming and going. 

Next largest spender, Rubin & 
Cherry Shows, at Atlanta, Ga., re- 
building entire 40 car show and al! 
equipment. Spending at least $50,- 
000 in an effort to surpass the pres- 
ent leaders in the carnival field, 
Royal American Shows. 

Mighty Sheesley Midway, Johnny 
J. Jones Shows, Beckman & Gerity 
Shows and the World of Mirth, the 
other big carnivals, spending plenty. 
At least 350 carnivals will take to 
the road this season, an increase of 
50 or more. Fourteen railroad carni- 


vals, most all others using baggage 
cars and trucks. 
b 
Geo. Mooser’s Post 
San Francisco, March 8 
George Mooser, one-time producer 
of Broadway legit plays and former- 
Far Eastern distribution manager 
for Metro-Goldwyn-Mayvyer, has 
moved into a toy; exec ive berth 
ith the Golden Gate International 
Exy { 
fie : e to H. D. H. Con- 
istant. Watter recently 
ef executl f the 
' ne 
t 
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* "NOW means March 25th when PARAMOUN a 


gives you the two biggest names in pictures... 


CLAUDETTE COLBERT and GARY COOPE 


teamed for the first time in the comedy hit of 193 


| “‘BLUEBEARD’S EIGHTH WIFE” with Edward 


; Everett Horton, David Niven, Elizabeth Patterson, Herman | 


Bing - Produced and Directed by ERNST LUBITSCH : 


ie 
_—— 


> 











“**e 
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A Paramount Picture « Sereen Play by Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder ¢ Based 


on the Play by Alfred Savoir « English Play Adaptation by Charlton Andrews 
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